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they shall not be required to make such entries in said book, nor to _C_ll_A_P_. _1_89_, 
enter the name of such person on the check list, as afor.esaid; but Right to vote, 

how determined, 
such l)erson having so l)roduced and exhibited his 1)a1)ers, shall not if name he not 

on check list. 

be deprived of the right to vote by reason of his name not being 
entered in the said book, but his right to vote shall be determined 
in the manner it would be if this act had not been passed. 

SECT. 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act 
are hereby repealed. 

SECT. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its approval 
by the governor, 

[Approved March 17, 1855.] 

An act to provide for the adoption of children. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representat-ives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Any inhabitant of this state may petition the jttdge of Leave to ndopt n 
child) petition 

probate in the county wherein he or she may reside, for leave to for. 

adopt a child not his or her own by birth. 
SECT. 2. If both or either of the parents of such child shall be Written consent 

of parent, &0" 
living, they or the survivor of them, as the case may be, shall con- must be given. 

sent in writing to such adoption; if neither parent be living, such 
consent may he given by the legal guardian of such child; if there 
be no legal guardian, no father nor mother, the next of kin of such 
child within the state, may give such consent, and if there be no 
SllCh next of kin, the judge of probate may a1)1)oint some discreet Ju<!ge of P"ollUte 

mnyappolDt 

and suitable l)e1'son to act in the l)roceedings as the next friond of Some dit'C!·eett 
person 0 ne I 

such child, and give or withhold sucl~.consent, 
SECT. 3. If the child be of the age of fourteen years, or u1)wards, Consent of <'Ilih! 

necessary if four .. 

the adoption shall not he made without his or her consent. teeu yeurs of age. 

SECT. 4. No petition by a person having a lawful wife shall he If petitioner be 
, 'husband Oi' wife, 

allowed, unless such wife shall join therein; and no l)etition by a p'~rtnel' must 
JOIn. 

person having a lawful husband shall be allowed, unless such hus-
band shall join therein. 

SECT. 5. If upon such petition, so presented and consentcd to Judge of probalc 
shall decree alld 

as aforesaid, the judge of probate shall be satisfied of the identity confirm adoption. 

and relations of the persons, and that the petitioner, or in case of 
hush and and wife, the petitioners are of sufficient ability to bring 
up the child, and furnish suitable nurture and education, having 
reference to the degree and condition of its parents, and that it is 
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'OHAP. 189. nt ancl p:l'oper that such adoption should take effect, he shall make a 
----- decree setting forth the said facts, and ordering that, from and after 

the clate of the decree, such child should be deemed and taken, 
to all legal intents and purposes, the child of the petitioner or 
petitioners. 

'fo be deemed, in 
'certain cases-, the 
legal child. 

tegal obligations 
))etween paren'.!; 
and child to 
cease. 

tf parent be 
{nsune, &0., 
proceedings in 
'('nse of. 

N arne of adopted 
'Chilel may lIe 
(',hanged. 

.\ppeal (l'om 
'decree of jtldge 
Df pI·obate. 

SECT. 6. A ohild so a,dopted, as aforesa,id, sha,11 be deemed, fOl' 
the custody of the person a,nd right of obedience by such pa,rent or 
pa,rents by adoption, the same to a,ll intents a,nd purposes, as if such 
childlmd been born in la,wful wedlock of such pa,rents or parent by 
a,cloption. 

SECT. 7. The natural parent or parents of such child shall be 
deprived by such decree of adoption of a,ll lega,l rights wha,tsoever 
a,s respects such child; a,nd such child shall be free from a,ll lega,l 
obliga,tions of ma,inta,inance a,nd obedience a,s respects such na,tuml 
pa,rent or pa,rents. 

SECT. 8. Upon petition of a,ny person for lea,ve to m:lopt a, child 
under the provisions of this a,ct, if it slmll be nmde to a,ppear to the 
judge of probate, that either of the parents of such child is hope~ 
lessly insa,ne or intemperate, the judge 81m11 proceed in the case, 
in like manner a,nd to the same effect, as he would be a,uthorized to 
do in case sllch insane or intempera,te person were dead; provided, 
lwwev8r, tha,t the judge of probate shall, if in his judgment it slm11 
be expedient, appoint some discreet and suitable person to a,ct in 
the proceedings as the next friend of such child, and give or with~ 
hold such consent. 

SECT. 9. When a,ny inlmbitant of this sta,te sha,ll petition the 
judge of proba,te for lea,ve to adopt i!' child, not his or her own, by 
birth, according to the proyisions of this a,ct, the person so petition~ 
ing, may at the sa,me time apply for a, change of na,me of such child, 
a,nd if the judge of probate slm11 decree that such adoption sha,11 
take effect, he may pass the decree cha,nging the llltme of such child 
without requiring public notice to be given of such application 01' 

of the change decreed. 
SECT. 10. Any petitioner, or any child which is the subject of 

such a petition, by a,ny next friend, nmy claim a,nd prosecute an 
appeal to the supreme jllClicia,l court from such decree of the judge 
of proba,te in like manner, a,nd with the like effect as such appeals 
may now be cbimed ancl prosecuted in cases of wills, sa,ving only, 
tha,t in no case slm11 any bond be required of nor any costs awardecl 
aga,inst such child or its next friend, so appealing. 

[Approl'ecl March 17, 1855.] 


