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$UPREME JUDICIAL COURT.

Chapter 246.
An act concerning the supreme judicial court and its jurisdiction.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in Legislature assembled, as follows:

Seor. 1. The act establishing the district courts and their
jurisdiction, and all acts additional thereto, are hereby repealed,
and the entire jurisdiction, civil, eriminal and appellate, of said
district court, and all powers incident thereto, are hereby trans-
ferred to and conferred upon the supreme judicial court, which
court shall henceforth exercise the same in the same manner
as heretofore authorized by law to be exercised by said district
court, or as the supreme judicial court are authorized to exer-
cise the same in similar cases; and shall grant any execution
or other process necessary to carry into effect any judgment,
order, or decree of said district court, as fully as said district
court might have done, had not this act been passed.

Sect. 2. The records of the district court and the custody
of the same, in each county, is transferred to the several clerks
of the supreme judicial court for such county, to whose attesta-
tion of the same, or of their contents, full faith shall be given.

Sgor. 3. All indictments and informations, all civil suits
and all other processes, civil or criminal, pending in the district
court, shall be and hereby are transferred to the supreme judi-
cial courts of the several counties in which they are pending,
and shall be entered on the docket of the same at the first term
next after the passage of this act, and shall have day therein;
and all writs, petitions, warrants and recognizances, appeals in
civil and criminal cases, and all processes whatsoever, returna-
ble to, or which by law should have been entered at the term
of said district court next after the passage of this act, shall be
returnable to and be entered on the docket of the said supreme
judicial court, at the term of the same holden next after the
term in which, if this act had not been passed, they would
have been entered, and shall have day in said supreme court.
And all parties, jutors, witnesses, and others who would have
been held to appear at the term of the district court next to be
holden after this act shall take effect, shall be holden to appear
at the term of the supreme judicial court next holden after said
term of the district court.

Secr. 4. The state is hereby divided into three judicial
districts, which shall be denominated the western, middle, and
eastern districts.
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The western district shall be composed of the counties of
York, Cumberland, Oxford and Franklin.

The middle district shall be composed of the counties of
Lincoln, Keunebec, Somerset and Waldo.

The eastern district shall be composed of the counties of
Piscataquis, Penobscot, Hancoclk, Washington and Aroostook,

Sger. 5. There shall hereafter be three additional justices
of the supreme judicial court, making the number seven instead
of four, asnow prescribed by law, who shall be appointed and
commissioned as prescribed in the constitution.

Secr. 6. The supreme judicial court shall be annually
holden by ut least a majority thereof, for the purpose of hearing
and determining all questions of law or equity, which may
arise in any mode, in the several places and on the several
days, as follows:

In and for the western district, at Portland, on the second
Tuesday of May.

In and for the middle district, at Augusta, on the second
Tuesday of June.

In and for the eastern district, at Bangor, on the second
Tuesday of July.

Secr. 7. The several clerks of the supreme judicial courts
for the counties of Cumberland, Kennebec and Penobscot, for
the time being, shall also be the several clerks of the western,
middle, and eastern districts respectively, and they shall sever-
ally keep a docket for each district, upon which shall be entered

all cases at law or in equity pending in any county in the dis-

trict, and removed to and entered at the law term in the order
of counties, as follows :

Franklin, Oxford, York, and Cumberland, in the western
district. ‘

Waldo, Somerset, Lincoln, and Kennebec, in the middle
district.

Aroostook, Washington, Piscataquis, Hancock, and Penob-
scot, in the eastern district.

Secr. 8. All motions for new trial upon evidence as reported
by the presiding justice, all questions of law arising on reports
of evidence, exceptions, agreed statements of facts, cases in
equity, and all cases, civil or criminal, where a question of law
is raised for the determination of the supreme judicial court,
sitting as a court of law or equity, shall be respectively marked
law on the docket of the county where they are so pending,
and shall be continued on the same until the determination of
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the questions so arising, shall be respectively certified by the
clerk of the district to the clerk of the county where they are
pending, except as is provided in the tenth section of this act.

Seer. 9. The judgments, orders, or decrees of the court at
the law term, shall, if made in term time, be entered by the
district clerk on his docket, or if pronounced at any term held
for the trial of causes by a jury in any county, the same shall
be certified, by the clerk of such county, to the clerk of the
district in which the same is pending, who shall enter such
judgment, order or decree, on his docket, and shall certify the
same to the clerk of the county where the same is pending, and
such further proceedings shall there be had, and suclt judgment
shall be entered up, as the order or decree of the court shall
require.

Seor. 10. In case said suits civil, erimirdal, or in equity, and
thus marlked law and continued on the dockets of the supreme
judicial court, for each county, respectively, shall not have been
entered at the next succeeding law term within the district, by
the party whose duty it was so to have entered them, then
upon motion and proof thereof, the presiding justice, at the
next, or the second succeeding term after the law term, in
which they should have been entered, shall enter up such
decree, or render such judgment by nonsuit, default or judg-
ment on the verdict, or other mode, as to law and justice shall
appertain.

Secr. 11, No justice shall take any part whatsoever, in the
hearing, deciding, or determining, any question of law or in
equity, in which exceptions have been talten to his orders,
rulings, decisions, or decrees, or in which any ruling or decis-
ion of his in matter of law may be over-ruled or reversed.

Secr. 12. The justice presiding at terms holden for jury
trials, shall hear and determine all causes whatsoever, without
the intervention of a jury, when both parties shall have so
agreed, and entered such agreement on the docket, and he shall
direct what judgment shall be entered up in all causes so by
him decided.

Secr. 13.  All appeals from the decrees of the judge of pro-
bate, except such as by law are tried by a jury, which shall be
tried as heretofore, and all petitions for review, may be heard
and determined by the presiding justice, at any term held for
the trial of jury causes, subject to exceptions to any matter of
law by him so decided and determined.

Secr. 14, All causes in equity shall be heard and deter=
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mined at any term, held for the trial of jury causes, by the
justice then presiding, upon such depositions or testimony of
witnesses produced and sworn in court, written, or other proof,
as may be produced and legally admissible, and when requested,
he shall report the facts proved, and the questions of law therein
arising, and his decision of the same, and his decree upon the
premises ; and the party dissatisfied therewith may remove the
same by exceptions or report to the law term of said court for
their decision, by whom the decree may be affirmed, or reversed
in whole or in part, or a new hearing granted, or such other
order or decree made in the premises, as the law shall require.

Secr. 15, The court for the trial of jury causes, and for
such other matters as are by law cognizable by one justice
thereof, shall hereafter be held in every year in the times and
places, as follows :

In and for the county of York, at Alfred, on the first T'ues-
days of January, April, and September.

In and for the county of Cumberland, at Portland, on the
third Tuesdays of January and April, and second Tuesday of
October, for the transaction only of the civil business of said
court.

In and for the county of Oxford, at Paris, on the second
Tuesdays of March, August, and November.

In and for the county of Flankhn, at Farmington, on the
third T'uesdays of January, April, and October.

In and for the county of Somerset, on the first. T'uesdays of
January, April, and October, at Norridgewock.

In and for the county of Kennebec, at Augusta, on the fourth
Tuesday of January, the third Tuesday of April, and the fourth
Tuesday of October, for the transaction only of the civil busi-
ness of said court.

In and for the county of Lincoln, at Wiscasset, on the fourth
Tuesday of January, on the first Tuesday of May, and on the
first Tuesday of October, for the transaction only of the civil
business of said court.

In and for the county of Waldo, at Belfast, on the first
Tuesdays of January, May, and October.

In and for the county of Penobscot, at Bangor, on the first
Tuesdays of January, April, and October, for the transaction
only of the civil business of said court.

In and for the county of Washington, at Machias, on the
first Tuesdays of January, April, and October.
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In and for the county of Hancock, at Ellsworth, on the
fourth Tuesdays of January, April, and October.

In and for the county of Aroostook, at Houlton, on the second
Tuesday of March, and third Tuesday of September.

In and for the county of Piscataquis, at Dover, on the last
Tuesday of February, and the second Tuesday of September.

Secr. 16, The court for the transaction of all the criminal
business thereof, shall be holden in the several counties by one
justice, in the times and places as follows:

In and for the county of Cumberland, at Portland, on the
first Tuesday of March, on the last T'uesday of July, and on
the last Tuesday of November.

In and for the county of Kennebec, at Augusta, on the first
Tuesdays of March, August, and December.

In and for the county of Lincoln, at Wiscasset, on the first
Tuesday of March, on the second T'uesday of August, and last
Tuesday of November.

In and for the county of Penobscot, at Bangor, on the last
Tuesday of February, the first Tuesday of June, and the last
Tuesday of November. .

The civil business of said court in the several counties of
Cumberland, Kennebec, Lincoln, and Penobscot, shall be trans-
acted at the three annual terms as provided in section fifteenth
of this act, and the criminal business thereof shall be transacted
exclusively at the three annual terms established for the trans-
action of criminal business; and all continuances of civil or
criminal cases shall, without any special order therefor, be had
to the next term of the said court to be held for the transaction
of business of the same description.

Sect. 17. The grand jurors who shall be returned to serve
at the supreme judicial court, shall serve at every term thereof
throughout the year, except that the grand jurors in those
counties where there are terms for the trial of criminal causes,
shall be required only to serve throughout the yearat the terms .
established by law for the transaction of criminal business.

Secr. 18. Venires for grand jurors shall be issued forty
days at least before the second Monday of September, annually.

Sect. 19. The clerks of the several courts shall in due
season before every term holden for the trial of causes by a jury
in their respective counties, or at such other times as the court
shall order, issue writs of venire facias for jurors, and shall
therein require the attendance of jurors on the first day of the
term, or on such day as the court shall order.
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Secr. 20. When a capital trial is to be had in any county,
it shall not be necessary that more than three justices shall be
present, to whose rulings or decisions in matter of law excep-
tions may be taken.

Secr. 21, In all cases specified in section eighth of this act,
the parties may, if they shall have so agreed and entered such
agreement on the docket, transmit to the court in vacation,
their respective arguments in writing, and it shall be lawful for
the court to pronounce their decision at any term in any eounty,
and judgment may be entered in such action in the county
where the cause is pending, by special order of court, as of the
preceding term.

Szor. 22, The purpose of this act being to repeal the act
establishing the district courts, and all acts additional thereto,
and to transfer to and confer upon the supreme judicial court
all the powers and jurisdiction of said district court, this act
shall, in all respects, be so construed as may best effectuate that
purpose.

Szer. 23, All writs, exceptions, bills in equity, libels, recog-
nizances, appeals, and all processes whatsoever, returnable to,
or which by law should have been entered at the next term of
the supreme judicial court as established by law, before the
passage of this act, shall be returnable to and entered on the
docket of said supreme judicial court at the term for the trial
of jury causes holden next after the time in which if this act
had not been passed, they would have been entered and shall
have day therein, but in those counties in which there are
separate terms for the transaction of civil and criminal business,
the entries shall be made on the docket of the court held for
the transaction of business of the same description.

Seor. 24.  All appeals from any judgment of the district
court for the county of Aroostook, and all causes removed in
any mode whatsoever from the county of Aroostook, and which;
but for this act would have been entered at the next term of
the supreme judicial court held in the couuty of Washington
as established by law before the passage of this act, shall be
entered on the docket of the supreme judicial court to be holden
in and for the county of Aroostook, next after the passage of
this act, and shall have day therein; and all actions or suits,
eivil or criminal, removed by appeal or exceptions, or any other
mode whatsoever from the county of Aroostook, and now
pending in the county of Washington, shall be removed to the
county of Aroostook and entered at the term of the supreme
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of Aroostook, on the docket of the same, and shall have day
therein.

Secr. 25. In appointing justices, and in filling all vacancies
which may occur, the appointments shall be so made that at
least two justices shall reside in each judicial distriet, that the
several judges of the said supreme court, shall interchange with
each other under the direction of the chief justice, in holding
said courts, so that their several services shall be divided to each
county throughout the state, as nearly equal as may be.

Secr, 26.  All acts or parts of acts relating to the terms
appointed for the holding of courts in the different counties,
and all acts and parts of acts, so far as the same may be incon-
sistent with this act, are hereby repealed,

Secr, 27. This act shall take effect and be in forece from
and after April thirtieth, eighteen hundred fifty-two,

[Approved April 9, 1852.]

Chapter 247.
An act concerning railroads.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
Legislature assembled, as follows :

Secr. 1. It is hereby declared that no railroad company has
or shall have the right to assign its charter, or any of its privi-
leges, immunities or franchises, without the express authority
of the legislature therefor; nor shall any railroad company,
without such express authority, lease its road or any portion
thereof, or grant the use and enjoyment thereof or any . portion
of the same, to any other person or corporation, or in any ‘way
grant the use, possession, or control of the same to any other
party or corporation, or in any way place the control and man-
agement of the said road in the hands of any other officers or
parties than those contemplated by the charter ; and any such
lease, contract, agreement, assignment or transfer heretofore or
hereafter made is hereby declared to be null and of no effect ;
and it shall be ths duty of the attorney general, on suggestion
or request of any person complaining of a violation of the
provisions of this act, by any such corporation, to file an in-
formation, in the nature of a quo warranto, against said cor-
poration, before the supreme judicial court, and said court is



