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222 
CHAP;161. 

FISHERIES IN DAMARISCOTTA RIVER. 

Chapter U»l. 
An act to regulate the fishing in the Damariscotta river in the county of Lincoln. 

, , 
. - r. , 

B~ it enacted by the Senate and HOuse of Representatives 
in Legislctture assembled, as follows: " 

Llmllsolwelrs. SECT. 1. No weirs or' pOill1ds shall be constructed or main-
taih~d in Damariscotta river between Newcastle south line and 
a line drawn east and west across said river, at a point one-half 
mile south of Goose Rock in Damariscotta salt bay, except as 
provided for in this act. 

Limits, reguln- SEC~. 2. Well'S or pounds may be constn1cted or maintained 
tion!:! aull restdc.. . 
lion. of weir.. on Damariscotta river between Newcastle south line and a line 

drawn east and west across saId river at a ,point one-half mile 
south of Goose Rock, :in Damariscotta salt bay, so called, under 
the following regulations and restrictions. 'Every" weir shall 
have a gate or door adjacent to the pound, of twelve feet in 
width and of the height of the weir; and there shall also be 
another gate or door in that side of the pound at which fish "are 
taken and secured, four feet in width and five feet in height; 

" and whenever such weirs cross a spur or side" channel,' there 
shall be a gate or door of four feet in width ~nd of the height' 
of the weir; said gates shall extend from the bottom of the, 
weir or ponnd, and shall be constructe~ of m'aterials which 
shall render them plakly visible from the shore. No ,,;eir shall. 
extend more than halfway across the river, measured at high 
water, to the nearest point of the opposite shore, nor shall any 
1,veir or pound extend beyond the first margin of the channel 
marked and made bare at low water at the usual ebb of the 
tide. 

'I'lmo limited for SECT. 3. Fish. may be taken in such ",eirs or' pounds on 
lulling ruh. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of"each week, between 

the fu'st day of May and the fifteenth day of July in each year, 
and at no other time; and said gates or doors may be kept 
closed from sunrise of Tuesday morning to sunset of Thursday 
evening of each week during that period; and on all other days 
and times they shall be removed and kept on shore; and said 
doorways kept open for the free passage of salmon, shad and 

-,tripping of alewives up and down the river; and all netting used on such 
weirs, &;.. weirs and pounds shall be removed and the weirs stripped by 

the fifteenth day of July in each year. 
Privileges and 
re!'ltric.tioflS of 
fhlh commiltee. 

SECT. 4. The fish committees of the towns of Newcastle 
and Nobleborough, or persons in their employ or acting under 
contract with them, shall be allowed to take fish at or near the 
falls of said river, where fish have usually been taken, on the 
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same days as 1S provided in the third section of thjs act for OHAP •. 161. 
taking fish in weirs, and at no other times; but no fish shall be . 
taken in, the east branch of 'ew River stream, within twenty. 
feet of the lower lock. 

SECT. 5. Anyperson,town. or towns. who shall. violate any P~nniIY and for· 
. . . fOlture. 

of the foregomg provlSIOns, and: continue . such violation for one 
day, shall forfeit and pay for each such off~nse I!otless thantwenty 
nor more thml two hundred dollars, to the ·use of any person 
who may sue therefor, in. an action of debtln any court· of 
competent jurisdiction to try the same;' and any person,. town 
or towns who shall catch any salmon, shad or alewives in said 
river except ashereinpefore provided, shall forfeit and pay for 
each fish so taken, the sum of twenty-five cents, to be recovered 
in the manner and to the use aforesaid. 

SECT. 6. If any persQn shall. during the fishing season befOJ;e Obstructing fish. 
wnys deemed a 

mentioned, place or continue any: obstructions in or across the nuisanco. nnd 
• • pcnnlly for the 

western branc:h of New RIVer stream whICh shall prevent a .ame. 

sufficient quantity of water from flowing down said branch to 
enable alewives to ascend into the usual fishing places and 
pools in said branch as they have heretofore done, the same 
shall to that extent be consid,~red a nuisance and may be re-
moved. by the aforesaid fish committees or any of them; and 
the offender shall also be liable to a penalty of not less than 
fifty dollars,. to be recovered in the manner and to the. use 
aforesaid; and the fish committees aforesaid may adopt. such 
measures as may be necessary to regulate the quantity of water 
in said New River stream duiing the fishing season, and as the 
public interest in said fishery may require ; and any person who 
shall willfully do any act which shall hinder or -prevent cthe 
ascent or descent of the fish to and from Damariscotta pond 
during the usual period oftheir. ascent or descent, shall be liable 
to a penalty of not less than t:weIl~y: dollars for .. each, offense, to 
be recovered in the manner and for the use aforesaid. 

SECT. 7. The fish committee' provided for by the act to Board offish 

which this is additional, before entering upon their duties shall committe. 

each give bond with sufficient sur~ties, in the sum .of one 
thousand dollars, payable to the towns respectively by WhICh 
they are chosen, conditioned for the faithful performance of 
their trust, and for the due observance of all the laws regulat-
ing said fishery. 

SECT. 8. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

[Approved August 10, 1848.] 


