
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



ACTS AND RESOLVES 

r.\S5ED IJY 'I'HB 

TvVENTY-SEVENTII LEGISLATURE 

OF THB 

' •••• 'c •• STATE OFMA.INE, 

A. D. 1847. 

PlIbli.hed by the Secretary of State, agreeably to UeBolves of June 28, 1820, FebrUary 26, 1840, 

nnd March 16, 1842. 

a:u.Ilut.itn: 
WILLIA~1 T. JOHNSON, PRINTER TO THE STATE. 

1 847. 



PRIVATE AND SPECIAL LAWS 

OF TilE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

1847. 



36 
CHAP. 36. 

Town or Fox 
J :-'tc chanecd to 
Nortll Haven. 

Town of Ea~t
port authorized 
to erect and 
maintniJl n rond 
and bridgo. 

Location. 

First section of 
this act void in 
certain cases, 

FOX ISLE.-BRIDGE Fl\oIII EASTPOl1T TO PERRY. 

An act to change the llame of the town of Fox Isle in the county of 'Valdo to 
that of North Haven. 

Be £t enacted by the Sennte and House of Representatives in 

Legislature assembled, as follows: 
SECT. I. Tile town of Fox Isle in the cOllnty of Waldo shall 

hel'eaf'tel' be known and call"d by the nHme of NOI,th Haven. 
SECT. 2. This act shall take effect frolll and aftel' its npproval 

by the go\,ernor. 

[ApPI'ovccl July 13, 1847.] 

An act authorizing the town or' Eastport to maintain Il bridge over tide wllters 
from the town of Eastport to the town of Perry. 

Be it enacted by tAe Senate and House of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. I. The inhabitants of the town of Eastport are hereby 
authorized to build, erect and lll11intain a bridge and road from 
bighwater-mark, at the north-western j)art of said tOlVn, to higbwa
ter-made on the opposite shore, in PeITY, neal' tbe site of tbe old 
Eastport bridge, so however as not to interfere with tbe safety and 
permanenc.y of said bridge. 

SECT. Q. If the proprietors of tbe Eastport bridge, 01' of tbe 
franchise 0)' right of taking toll tbel'eon, 8ball sell 01' ofter to sell to 
the said town of ~:ast port the said bridge, or tbe franc.bise thereof, 
with all the rights, privileges and imilluniti8S thereof, at a sLIm to be 
mutually agl'eeel on by said proprietors and said town, 01' any commit
tee duly authorized at a legal meeting ofsaicJ town for that pmpose, 
01' at a value at which the Sl1me may be appraised by tbree disinter
ested men, mutually agreed upon by the parties, or appointed at 
their request or tbe request of eithel' party, by any judge of tha 
supreme judicial court of tbe state, saiel offel', agreement or applica
tion to be made within sixty clays from the day when tbis act shall 
be approved, and tbe sale shall thereupon be made and tbe rights 
of said proprietors transferred to said town in pursuance thereof, tben 
the first section of this act sball be void, otherwise to remain ill full 
force. And in case the price is fixed by appraisers, as aforesaid, 
the said a ppraisers shall ha ve power to fix also the titues at which 
the money to be paid bY,the town sball be paid. 



TIRIDGE FRO:LIi EAS'l'POln TO PErUll'", 31 
SECT. 3. Xn place of building said new bridge 01' of pmcbasing CHAP, 37,_ 

said EastllOlt brid<re, tho said town of EastlJOl't mfiV if the inhabit- Said town ,may 
oJ' contract with tho 

ants choose COII/ract wilb the IJrollrit,tor 01' ]ll'olll'ietors of the pl'OprietOl',of 
, Ea~tport bridge . 

franchise of said East port bridge, to pay tbem a certain Sllm annu- :~:;,n reductioll of 

ally, for a period of not morc than twenty years, in consideration 
of slich reduction of tbe toll upon said bridge as shall be llllltually 

agreed llPOII between them: provided, that in case of tbe pLll'chase Provi,d, 
of the Eastport bridge, 01' of an arrangement for a redllction of the 
tollu[lon said bridge, the rates of toll shall not in either case exceed 
the rates established in the presont bill. And any such contract by 
the said proprietors and tlHl town or between them and a cOlllmittee 

appointed [or that pmpose, at a le,<.;al meeting of the inhabitants of 
the town', and ratified by said inhabitants at a legal meeting, shall 

be binding on said town and upon said proprietors, their successors, 
assigns and legal representatives, 

SECT. 4. III case said town of Eastport in the mannel' herein- Said lown to 
keep the hridge 

after IJl'ovided shall decide to build a bridrre as thev are authorized soIHliitorbo~lght, 
o '... ITl good rcpml" 

to in the first section hereof 01' shall [)Lll'chase the il'anchise of 'he audopen for con-
, " velllent passage. 

Eastport bridge in the mannel' provided in the second section hereof, 
they shall from tbe time said bridge is built or from one year after 
said franchise is plll'chasecl, be hold to keep the bridge so bnilt or 
bougb t, in good repair and open al ways fOl' con venien t passage as 
they am obliged to keep the highways within the limits of said town. 

And all the laws defining the liabilities and rights of towns in rela- Ri~l1ts and lip.-

, I' I t II b I I I I I I' d I' b' I" bilities of sair! tlOn to JIg nvays S,1[\ e le ( to HPP Y to t 1e (litles an In I Itles town relatiye 
f I f E 'I' I I' I b 'I I d thereto, o t le town 0 < astport In re atlon to t le Jrl( ge so UI t 01' purc lase • 

And tbree years JI'o111 thl' approval of this act me allowed to the Time allowed for 
town of Eastport to build a bridge in pursuance of the first section ~~~I:l::~~orpur
hereof and one year [rom the first day of October next to put in good 

repail' the old ERst port bridge, if purchased pLll'Sllant to the second 
section hereof. 

SECT. 5, A toll is hereby granted to the town of Eastport on '1'ull granted, 
tbe bridge to be built 01' pl1l'chased Llnder the allthority of this act at 
the [ollowing rates, viz: for each vehicle drawn by one horse, or Rates, 
one pail' of neat cattle, five cents; for eacb vehicle drawn by more 
than Olle beast or one pail' of lleat cattle, and llot more than fOlll', 
except as hereinafter provided, ten cents; for every additional beast 
Ol' pail' of neat cattle abol'e foul', five cents; for each vebicle used 
[or carrying persons, drawn by two beasts, ten cents; fOl' each ad
ditional beast in stich vebicle, (ive cents; [or neat catlle and horses, 

fOlll' cents each; fol' sheep and swine, one cent eaeb; foot passen-
gers, one cent each; and to oach teum one person and no lllore 

shall be allowed as a drivel' to pass free of toll; and cach and every 
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38 mUDGE FROM EAr:lTPORT TO PERRY. 

CHAP. 37. individual of the Passamaql10ddy tribe of Indians on foot, and -lYe\'

sons going into Eastport on the Lord's day to attend public worship' 

shall be pelmitted to pags said bridge free of toll. And at all times 

when the toll-gatherer shall not attend to his duty at the said bridge, 

t.be gate 01' gates shall be left open. And the said toll shall com

mence on the day of the first opening of said bridge for passengers. 
Sign tobe erect- And at the place where said toll shall be collected, there shall be 
ed, on whiCTl 
b~ti~s%'ito~~.sh!lll erected by said town and constantly exposed to view, a board m' 

sign upon which shall be written the rates of toll and all tollable 

The town may articles, in large letters. The said town may commute their tolls 
commute toll. 

by agreement with any person or persons, taldng therefor a special 

sum for a given time. 

When .aid town SECT. 6. The inhabitants of Eastport at 01' before the time of 
may reduce the • I 11 I I . . fl' 
loll.on .• n~d~ridge commencmg to ta (e to unc C1' t 1e provIsions 0 t liS act or at any 
01' make It free of • ~ I I' . 1 I £r • 
toll. annual meetlllg therealter, w len tlere IS an artlc e to t 1at eu:ect m 

the warrant, may by vote reduce the rates of toll on said bridge or 

Onceredllced,no make it free of toll, but having once reduced said toll or made said 
authority to in-
crease said toll. bridge free, they shall have no authority thereafterwards to increase 

Manner of Pl'O
ceediug relative 
to purchasing the 
franchise of 
Eastport hridge, 
or maintainiufP 
new bridge. 

the rates by such vote established or to impose a toll after they have 

voted to make it free, except by authority of the legislature. 

SECT. 7. Within twenty days after the passage of this act the 

selectmen shall call a rneeting of the inhabitants of the town oj 

Eastport qualified to vote in town affairs, setting forth in the war

rant the objects of the meeting. At this meeting this act shall be 

laid before the inhabitants and a vote of the meeting taken, whethel' 

the town will proceed to act under its provisions. If tbey shall 

decide this question in the affirmative they shall proceed to instruct 

the selectmen or such committee as they may choose fol' that pur

pose, to make a contract in behalf of the town, if it can be done, 

with the proprietors of the franchise of the Eastport bl'idge under 

the third section hereof j and they may gi ve such instructions rela

live to tbe terms of such contract as they shall think proper. The 

selectmen 01' committee at un adjournment of tbat meeting or at a 

meeting legally called for the purpose, shall lay the contract, (if 

any,) so made before the town, ancl a vote shall be taken upon the 

q.uestion-"will the town ratify the contract?" If the vote shall be 

in the affirmative, the contract shall be binding upon the town and 

upon the proprietors of the franchise, their successors, assigns and 

legal representatives. But if no such contract shaH be made 01' the 

town shall refuse to ratify it, the inhabitants shall vote upon the 

question" will the town maintain a bridge as pl'Ovided in the act?" 

If a majority of the votes shall be in the affirmative of this question, 

t.he town shall thereby be held to lia ve assLlmed the liabilities and 



BRIDGE FRmr EAS'rpORT TO PERRY, 89 
accepted all the pl'Ovision~ of this act; and shall thereafter be held CHAP. 37~ 
to all the duties and entitled to all the privileges berein contained. 

SECT, 8, The town of Eastport is hereby authorized to borl'Ow Authorized to 
h d' f I I I I f I bOlTOW monoy ta on t e cre It 0 lIe town, tIe W 10 e 01' any part 0 t Ie money carry int,D,etfect 

, ft' I ' , f I' d tho provISIons or necessary to carry Illto e eet tIe Pl'ovlslons 0 t liS act; an any tax this nct, 
for money raised for any of the pUl'poses of this act or for repaying 
any money borl'Owed for those purposes and interest thereon, 01' for 
repairing, building 01' rebuilding said bridge, shall be legal, and 
money for any of these purposes may be raised by the town at any 
town meeting having an article in tbe warrant for that purpose and 
shall be assessed and collected as othel' town taxes are assessed and 
collected, 

SECT, 9, For the purpose of keeping said bridge in repair 01' fOl' Ofb,:,ildlu~ and 
b 'Id' b I'd' I I 'I d' keepmg saId Ul lIlg or re u I Illg t Ie same tIe to\vn may commit t lese utJes bridge in ropnir, 
to the surveyors 01' commissioners of highwa ys, tbe selectmen 01' any 
committee of the town duly appointed for that purpose, with such 
powers and instructions relating thereto, as the town may determine. 
In case the town shall make no provision on the subject, tbe duty 
shall devolve upon the slll'veyors or commissioners of higbways fOJ' 

• • 'J10 11-ratherer, 
the year. The selectmen shall app01nt the toll-gatberer and fix IllS howappointod, 
compensation unless tbe town sball elect him and fix his compensa- Compoll,ation, 
tion at the annual town meeting, 

SECT. 10. The money received [or tolls shall be applied, so far Monevrmiv • .t 
. I' fib ' I I I . fur tallo, bow 8P. as IS necessary, to t Ie repairs 0 tIe I'lC ge, ane t Ie compensatIOn plied, 

of the toll-gatherer; and the surplus, if any, shall be invested under 
the direction of tbe towo, or of the selectmen, in case the town give 
no direction, and be applied with its income to rebuilding said bridge 
when it shall become necessary, or to repairing it, when the repairs 
needed shall exceed the amount of the income for the year in which 
they are to be made; and no part of the money received [or toll or 
the income tbereof, sball ever be applied to any other purjloses ex· 
cept those immediately connected wilh maintaining said bridge in 
accordance with the true intent and meaning of this act. 

[Approved JuZy 13, 18117.] 


