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PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 17 
CHAP, 25. 

An nct ndditioll[ll in relation to public schools. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 1-1m~se Q/ RepresentaUves in 
Legislatnre assembled, as follows: 

S,ECT 1. Chapter seventeen of the revised statutes, shall be R, s, ch, 17
J 

sec, 
, , 'I 'I I I 11, nInOlllle , amended by stnkll1g out, 111 the e eventh sectIOn, t Je wore "se ect-

men" and inserting instead thereof the words "superintending 
school committee." 

SEcT. 2. The satlHl chapter shall be amended in section twelve 
by.adclinO' thereto the foJlowinO' words: "but no superintending Rolatlvctorom-

b n l1ensalioll of sup. 
school committee shall be entitled to receive any com[lensation for school commit-

tees. 
services until they shall ha ve furnished to the selectmen satisfactory 
evidence that they have made the full and complete returns re
quired by law, to the secretary of state." 
, SECT. 3. The same chapter shall be amended, in section twel1ty-
eight by adding thereto the following words: "fifthly, to join with r~W?l'S of Bchool 

I I I ]" r If' , d,"tncl., one O\' more otler sc 100 -( lstncts, lor tlO purpose 0 UIl1t1l1g the 
more advanced scholars of each district in one school. And when 
any districts shall so determine, they maya ppropriate such a pro
pOl,tion of the school money of each district, as the scholars attend-
ing the school aforesaid would be entitled to draw, pel' capita." 

SECT. 4. The same chapter shall be further amended by strik
ing out the thirty-seventh and thirty-p,ighth sections, and inserting 
instead thereof the following: "any school-district, at a regular Of schools 

. d' I . fl' I I I lall~"l hI' fe-meet1l1g, may etenlllne w lat proportion 0 t lCll' SC 100 money s lall malo., -
be used for the support of a school to be taught by a female; and 
their agent shall expend the same accordingly. But in case of a 
disagreement in any district on that point, not more than one third 
of theil' money shall be expcnded for a school taught by a female, 
\vithOllt the written ass3nt of the supcrintending school committee." 

SECT, 5. The sal11e chaptel' shall be amended in section forty-

b '[ , I ,1' I "I' , , d Annual relurn of two y strl ung out tIe worl 'se ectmen ane lllsertlllg 1I1stea the llumiocl'of 
d " A ] b 1 ]' I ' schollllfJ. thereof the wor "assessors. n( y a( (lllg to t Ie end of s~lld 

section the following: "and in case said agents fail to make the 
returns aforesaid, the assessors as soon as Illay be thereafter, shall 
make 01' cause to be macle an enumeration of the persons aforesaid 
in such districts." 

SECT. G, The same chapter shall be Ilmended by striking out 
all of the forty-third section after the words" United States," and 
by striking out the forty-foLl1'th section Ilncl inseJ,ting the following; 
"every l)erson l)rollosil1O" to teach any public school) shall present . 

o QnnllficntlOll of 
to the suporintending school comllJittee of the town, a certificate teachm, 

from some citizen of this state of liberal edl1cation 01' literary pm-
3 



18 PUBLIC SCnOOLS, 

CHAP. S25. suits, that such person is well qualified to instruct youth in the 
branches of leal'l1ing usually taught in public schools; and also 
satisfactOl'Y evidence of good moral character, and possesses a tem
Pet' and disposition sllitable to be a teacher of youth; and such com
mittee shall examine every such person, not only as to the required 
attainments, but as to capacity fOl' instructing and fOl' govel'l1111ent 
and discipline. And no person shall, undel' the penalties provided 
in the forty-fifth section, teach any public school without a certifi
cate from said committee, that in their judgment such person is 
qualified to govel'l1 a school, and to instruct youth in orthography, 
reading, writing, English grammar, geography and arithmetic, and 
other branches of leal'lling usually taught in public schools, and par
ticularly in the school fOl' which such person is examined." 

Superintending SECT. 7. The same cha pteI' shall be amended in section fifty-
school committeo . . I'" 
10 make returns two by Stl'lklllg out the word " se ectmen wherever It occurs and 
to the secretary. . . '" 
oj'state, Il1sertlllg lllstead thereof the words" superll1tendll1g school COllll1J1t-

tee i" and by striking out the words "twentieth day of January" 
~,ii~l~e~~r~:~ldng and inserting instead thereof the words" first day of April." And 

by adding after clause six, the following: "vn. And said com
mittee in said l'etuJ'J1S shall give full and complete answers to the 
inquiries contained in the blank forms which shall be fUl'l1ished to 

Time of paying 
sehool fund, 

Towns neglect
jng to malte re-

them uncleI' the provisions of law." 
SEC. 8. The same chaptel' shall be amenrled in section fifty

four by striking out the words" fourteenth day of February" and 
inserting instc"ad thereof the words" twentieth day of May;" and 
by adding thereto after the word "a pportionrnent" the following: 
"but no town from which the full and complete returns requil'ed by 

turns not entitled law shall not have been received at the office of secretary of 
to any portIOn , ( 

thoreof, state, on the tenth day of April, shall be entitled to receive any 
portion of the bank tax 01' other fund which may from time to time 
be apportioned for the support of schools, and such portion, which 
would otherwise belong to said town, shall be divided among the 
towns fJ'Om which returns shall have been receivcd, unless it shall 
be made to appeal' to the govel'nol' and council on 01' before the 
lifteenth day of :May, then next following, that said retlll'ns were 
seasonably forwarded, 01' that the omission to make said retul'lls 
was occasioned by lIna voidable accident i and in case it shall be 
so made to appeal', said town shall be entitled to receive its propor
tion of money, upon making out the proper returns immediately 
after such hearing bcfol'O the govel'J1or and cOllncil. And it is 
made the duty of the s('cretary of state to notify any towns from 
which retul'lls are not received by the tenth day of April, of their 
delinquency," 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 19 
SECT. 9. The same chaptel' shall be amended by striking out CHAP. 25. 

the fift)'-fifth section and insertin IT instead thereof tbe following·' Secrel~ryofslnto 
b • to fUrtHsh blank 

"the secretary of state, on or before the first day of October annu.- form_forrelurns. 
ally, shall furnish to the superintending sehool comillittees tbe blank 
forms required by law to be used in making school returns." 

SECT. 10. The same chapter shall be amended by striking out Pennltyfol(\ls_ 
.. d'" d I f 1 I' . turhaneD of sectIOn sixty-one, an Insertll1g Illstea t lereo t le fol owmg: "If scltool., 

any person shall enter any school-house, or other place of instruc-
tion, while the teacher and scholars, or either are there assembled, 
and sball willfully intel'J'upt or distlll'b the teacber or pupils, by loud 
speaking, l'ude or indecent behavior, signs Ol' gestures; 01' if any 
person shall willfully interrupt a school by prowling about the 
building, by making noises or by throwing lllissiles at the school-
house, or in anywise disturbing the school, the person so offending 
shall pay a fine of not less than two nOl' more tban twenty dollars, 
to be recovered by complaint before any justice of the peace, 01' by 
indictment and conviction in the district court." 

SECT. 11. An act entitled "an act authorizing school-districts School tllstriet. 
mny Jlurclmso 

in this state to 1)L1l'chase school libraries" alJlll'oved l\'Iarch nine- libraries anti at>-, paratus. 
teenth, eighteen hundred ancl forty-Colli', is hereby amended by 
inserting after the word" library," in each section, the words" and 
apparatus, or either." 

SECT. 12. If any minor shall injure 01' aid in injuring any Liahilily of pa-

I ' . 'I rents or guar-
SC 1001-house 01' out-blllldings, 01' any utensl s 01' appurtenances dians for injury 

• done to schuol 
belonging to the same, or shall Injure 01' destroy any property be- 1t~I"CS,&c" by 

, UUHors. 

longing to any school-district, said district by its agent 01' committee 
may recover of the parents or guardian of such minor, in an action 
of debt, in any court competent to try the same, double tho amount 
of damages occasioned by such minor. 

SECT. 13. It shall be the duty of every teachel' of a public Dilly of Bchool 
I I I I I · .. I f II teacher.. 

SC 100 to {eep a sc lOa register contallllllg t Ie names 0 a the 
scholars who enter the scbool, tbeir ages, the da te of each scholar's 
entering and leaving the scbool, the number of days of each schol
ar's' attendance, tbe length of the school, tbe teacber's wages, a list 
of text books used, and such other facts as may be requil'ed by the 
blank forms furnished under the provisions of law; which register 
sball, at all times, be open to the inspection of tbo school committee, 
and a return of tbe same be madIJ to said committee at the close of 
tbe school. And no teacber sball be entitled to pay for his or her 
service until the register for his 01' her school, properly filled up, 
completed and signed, shall be deposited with the scbool cOlllmittee 
or witb such persons as they lllay designale to receive it. Tbe 
provisions of this section to tuke efIect aftcr the first day of Novem
bel' next, 



20 ELECTORS OF rRESIDE~l' AND VICE rnESIDENT. 

CHAP. 26. SECT. 14. In any tawn containing but one district all business 
~;~i~,seas~ti~~l:rfng relating to schools anci school-houses may be tmnsacted at any reg-
10 scbools, in I' " I d' I' I I towns containing U ar town meetmg, 111 t Ie same wayan manner III W llC 1 ot IeI' 
~:~ttl~~~ school town business is transacted. 

Provision of eh. SECT. 15. So much of section forty-one of cha pteI' seventeen 
17) sec. 41, rela-
live to making of the revised statutes, as requires superintending school committeeS' 
certain returns, 
repealed. to make certain retul'l1S to the selectmen is hereby repealed. 
Distrietngonrs. SECT. 16. When any town shall vote to authorize its several 

Act of Feh. QS, 
1833, repealed. 

school-districts to choose their own agents, as provided in the third 
section of chapter seventeen, as aforesaid, such vote shall continue 
in force from year to year until rescinded; and the agents of every 
such district shall annually, in Mal'eh or April, call district meetings 
for the choice of agents and other business, by causing notice to be 
given as provided in the twenty-fourth sec',ion of the same cha pteI'. 

SECT. 17. An act entitled" an act additional to provide for the 
education of youth," approved February twenty-eighth, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, is hereby repealed. 

Provisions of ell. SECT. 18. The provisions of chapter one bundred and seven-
117, sec. 42 to 49, fl' I I' I . I' I . to apply to sehoul teen 0 t le 'revlsec statutes, W llC 1 are contamec 111 t Ie sectIOns 
districts. fi r r' (b I . I . ) f . I I I I 

Electors of PI esi
dent and Vice 
Pro~idcllt. 

Meetings for 
clcctorcl, huw 
called. 

Namos to ho oC
feretl on a single 
hallot. 

rom lorty-two to 10rty-nl11e ot 1 me llSlve 0 salC c lUpter, s 10 I 
a pply as well to executions against any school-district as against 
towns. 

[Approved July 31, 18L17.] 

An act respecting the election of electors of president and vice president. 

Bc it enacted by thc Scnatc and IIotlse of Rcprcsentat'ives ·in 
Legislaturc assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. In each year, whml the election of president and vice 
president of the United States is to take place, tbere shall be chosen 
from tbe inhabitants of this state as many electors of president and 
vice president as this state may at such time be entitled to. 

SECT. 2. On TuesdRY next aftcr the first Monday in the month 
of November, of the year when the election of president and vice 
president is to be made, the people of this state qualified to vote 
for senators in its legislature, shall assemlJle in tOlVn, plantation, city 
or ward meeting, to be notified, held and regulated in the manner 
pres(;ribed by the constitution and laws for the election of such 
senators. 

SECT. 3. Each voter shall bring in on a single ballot the name5 


