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ACTS AND RESOLVES 

A'a8SED BY THE 

TvVENTY-FIFTI-I LEGISLATURE 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

A. D. 1845. 

Published by the Secretary of State, agreeably to Resolves of June ~8, 1820, February ~6, 1840, 

and March 16, 1842. 

AUGUSTA: 
Wnr. 'r. JOHNSON, PRINTER TO THE STATE. 

1845, 



RESOLVES 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

1845. 



MILITARY ROAD.-THOMAS W. DORR. 

Re::;olve pro\7iding fol' repair of tlJe military road. 

411 
CHAP. 387. 

Resolved, That the land agent is hereby authorized to expend a Repnlr of mill. 

1· I dId II Ii I 'f I ,tary road, sum not exceer lllg seven lUn rec 0 HI'S, 01' t Ie repaIr 0 t Ie Iml-
itary road. 

[Approved Ap1'il4, 1845.] 

Resolves in relntion to the imprisonment of Thomas ';Yo Don. 

Whereas, we hold that "all men are bol'll equally fl'ee and in- ~eln~ive to the 
d 

. .. lmpl'ISOnment of 
ependent, have certam natlll'al and unahenable nghts, among Thoma.W,Dorr, 

which are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquir-
ing, possessing and protecting; property, and of pursuing and ob-
taining safety and happiness"; that the people are the source of 
all legitimate power; that all governments deri\Te theil' just powers 
from the C(Jl1~ent of the gO\Terned; that in the people resides full 
and plenary powel' to institute government, "to alter, reform or 
totally change the same, whenever theil' safety and happiness re-
quire it;" and whel'eas the constitution of the United States guar-
antees to evelT state in this Union" a republican form of govern-
l11ent," and provides that" in all criminal prosecutions tbe accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an ilIJpartial 
jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have heen 
committed;" and that" no person shall be deprived of life, liberty 
01' property, without due process of law "-thpreforo 

Resolved, That the sovereign power of a state is inherent in the' 
people, anrl all free governments are founded on their authority 
and instituted for theil' benefit; that no man 01' set of men are 
entitled to supl'eme or exclusive privileges in the institution and 
support of government. 

Resolved, That the sovereign power of the State of Rhode Island 
is inherent in the people thereof, and to them belongs tbe right to 
institute government; to change 01' auolisb the same) as they may 
deem wise and propel', for their safety and happiness. 

Resolved, That the constitution of Rhode Island, adopted by 
the people ill December, eighteen hundred and forty-one, is re­
publican in its forl11 ancl was rightfully adopted by a majority of 
the people thereof, and thereby became the permanent law of tbe 
state, and as such was entitled to the guaranty of tbe United States. 

Resolved, That the interCerence of John Tyler, president of the 
48 



412 STATE VALUATION. 

CHAP. 389. United States, in behalf of the late charter government of Rhode 

Island, with the military power of the Union, by which the popular 
government of that state under the constitution adopted in De­

cember, eighteen hundred and forty-one, was suppressed, was unau­
thorized by the constitution and laws of the United States, in dero­

gation of botb, a c1angel'Ous usurpation of power, and a wanton 

violation of the rights of the people of Rhode Island. 
Resolved, That in the recent popular movement in the State of 

Rhode Island we recognize in the persoll of Thomas Wilson Dorr, 

a bold and uncompromising champion of the great American doc­
trines of the revolution; the able and stem defender of popular 
sovereignty; a noble son of a degenerate state, now the victim of 

vindictively cormpt judges, and a packed and partial jl1l'y. 

Reiolved, That the State of :Maine, by her legislatl1l'e, hereby 

enters her solemn protest against the imprisonment of Thomas W. 

Dorr, in the stale prison in the State of Rhode Island, by the 

authorities thereof, as unjust, illegal, malignant and tyrannical, 
unbecoming the uge in which we live, and deserving the n'larked 
disappl'Obation of the American people, and in the opinion of this 
legislatl1l'e it is the imperative duty of the general government to 

adopt any and all legal and constitutional ineas~lres for his imme­

dia te release. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to cuuse a copy of 

these resolves to be transmitted to the president of the United 

States, to the governors of the several states, and to each of om' 
senators and representatives in congress. 

[App1'oved April 4, 1845.] 

STATE VALUATION. 

COUNTY OF YORK. 

Towns. 

-------------------------,-----1 
Acton, 
Alfred, 
Berwick, 
Biddeford, 
Buxton, 
Gornish, 
Eliot, 
Hollis, 

Polls. 

294 
246 
274 
484 
482 
224 
324 
391 

Est.te. 

173,962 
184,399 
199,Q58 
4QI,117 
289,'140 
130,765 
254,048 
265,597 


