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ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 

noticed and corrected here. 
 

Note that reference to Chapter “19” 
in the Private and Special laws  
should be read as Chapter 195. 



ATLANTIC AND ST. LAWRENCE RAIL ROAD. 

AN ACT to estahlish the Atlantic and Saint Lawronce Rail Road Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotlse of Representatives i1~ 

Legislature assembled, as follows: 

247 
CHAP. 195. 

SECT. 1. 'William P. Preble, Josiah S. Little, John Mussey, Corporatot •. 

John B. Brown, George TUl'ner, John Anderson, St. John Smith, 

Charles Cobb, John Dow, Abner Shaw, John Neal, Augustine 

Haines, Franklin Tinkham, Charles E. Barrett, Eliphalet Case, 
Thomas Hammond, William E. Greely, William Kimball, Charles 
Q. Clapp, James L. Farmer, 1'VoodbUl'y Storer, and Eliphalet 

Greeley, their associates, successors and assigns, are hereby made 

and cOllstituted a body politic and corporate, by the name of the 
Atlantic and Saint Lawrence Rail Road Company, and by that Corporate nume. 

name may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded and shall have 
and enjoy all proper remedies at law anrl in equity to secure and 
protect them in the exercise and use of the rights and privileges, !'uwersand prlv. 

lieges. 
and in the performance of the duties hereinafter granted and en-

joined, and to prevent all invasion thereof, or interruption in ex­

ercising and performing the same. And the said corporation are 
I b I · d d I I d fi II JlIay build and 1ere y aut 10rrze an empoweree to ocate, construct, an na y ke.ep in repair 

I I d I . . '1 I . I 1'3111'0011, &c. comp ete, a tel' an (eep JJ1 repair, a ral roae, Wit lone or more 

sets of rails or tracts, with all suitable bridges, tunnels, viaducts, 

turnouts, cuI verts, drains and all other necessary appendages, from 

some point or place in the city of Portland, thl'Ough the counties of ~~W~~ ~r~~~~. 
Cumberland and Oxford, and, if deemed advisable, thl'Ough the 

southwesterly cornel' of Franklin, to the boundary line of this state, 
at SUJh place as will best connect with a rail road to be constructed 

from said boundary to Montreal in Canada. Said rail road to be 

located and constructed in the general direction of Sherbrook and 

Montreal, on snch route as the directors of said cOl'poration, in 

the exercise of their best judgment and discretion, shall judge most 

favorable and best calculated to promote the public convenience 
and cany into effect the intentions and pl11'poses of this act. And 
said corllOration shall be and hereby are invested with all the I)OW- !'ower. and priv. 

lieges to carry 
ers Iwivileges and immunities which are 01' may be necessary to into .el!ect the. 

, , prOVISlOlIS of till". 

carry into effect the purposes and objects of tbis act, as herein set act. 

forth. And for this purpose said corporation shall have the right 

to purchase, or to take and hold, so much of the land and other ~~;t~~ to llold 

real estate of private persons and corporations, as may be necessary 

fOl' the location, construction and con venient operation of said rail 
road; and tha t they shall also have the right to take, remove and use Right to move 

earth gral"rJ &(. 
for the construction and repair of said rail road and a ppllJ'tenances, ' ) 

any earth, gravel, stone, timber or other matcrials, on or from the 

33 
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CHAP. 195. land so takcn. Provided, however, that said land, so taken, shall 
Provjso. . 1 I . not exceed six rods in width, except where greater WIC t 1 IS neces-

sary for the purpose of excavation 01' embankment: and provided, 
Further. proviso. also, that in all cases, said corporation shall pay for such lands, cs­

tate or matcrials so taken and used, sllch price as they and the 
owner 01' respective owners thcreof may mutually agree on; and in 
case said parties shall not otherwise agree, then said corporation 

Damages, how shall pay snch damages as shall be ascertained and determined by paid. 
the county commissioners, for the cOllnty where sllch land or other 
property may be situated, in the same manner and under the same 
conditions and limitations, as are by law provided in the case of 

Land so tal<on, damages by the laying out of highways. And the land so taken 
how appropriat-
ed. by said corporation shall be held as lands taken and appropriated 
Application for 
damages to be 
made within 
three years. 

for public highways. And no application to said commissioners to 
estimate said damages, shall be sustained, unless made within three 
years from the time of taking such lands 01' other property; and in 
case such rail road shall pass through any woodlands or forests, the 

'{},\~h:r;~/flJ~~or- said company shall have the right to fell or remove any trees stand­
may obstruct the inO' thereon within four rods from such road which by their liability IlfIssago (>f sual b , , 

mil road. to be blown down or from their natural falling, might obstruct or 
impair said rail road, by paying a just compensation therefor, to be 
recovered in the same manner as is provided for the recovery of 

Powers and Iia- other damagcs in this act. And furthermore said corporation shall 
bilities. 

'When lantls Iie­
longing to any 
infant, feme co­
vert, person non 
compos mentis, 
me luken, &c., 
how adjudicated 
and settled. 

have all the powers, privileges and immunities, and be subject to 
all the duties and liabilities, provided and prescribed respecting rail 
mads in chapter eighty-one of thc revised statutes, not inconsistent 
with the express provisions of this charter. 

"-
SECT. 5:!. When said corporation shall take any land or other 

estate as aforesaid, of any infant, person non compos mentis, or 
feme covert, whose husband is under guardianship, the guardian of 
such infant, or person non compos mentis, and such feme covert 
with the guardian of her husband, shall have full power and au-
thority to agree amI scttle with said corporation, for damages 01' 

claims fOl' damages, by reason of taking such land and estate, afore­
said, and give good and valid releases and discharges therefor. 

No. ~f shares SEC1·. 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall consist of 
COllstltllllllg cap~ . 
ital stoell. not less than ten thousand nor more than thIrty thousand shares; 

Directors. 

and the immediate government and dil'Cction of the affairs of said 
corporation shall be vested in seven, nine, or thirteen dircctors, who 
shall be chosen by the members of said corporation, in the manner 

fic~:n"e of of· hereinafter provided, and shall hold their offices until others shall 
have been cluly elected and qualified to take their places, a ma­
jority of whom shall /orJ1l a qllorum for the transaction of business; 
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CHAP. 195. and they shall elect one of their number to be president of the board, ____ _ 

I I 11 1 b I . 1 fl' , I II I President. W 10 S 18 a so e t 1e preslc ent () [le corporation; ann S 1a Ja ve 

authority to choose a clerk, who shall be sworn to the faithful dis- Clelk. 

charge of his duty; and n treaSlll'el' who sball be sworn and also Treasurer. 

gilre bonds to tbe corporation, with sureties, to tbe satisfaction of Dond. 

the directors, in a sum not less than fifty thousand dollars, for the 

faithful discharge of his trust. And fol' the pUl'pose of receiving 

subscri[)tions to the said stock, books shall be opened under tbe n091tt~ oftSUbb-
scnp 1011 0 e 

direction of the persons named in the first section of this act, at opened, &c. 

such times as they may determine, in the town of Augusta, and tbe 

cities of Bangor and Portland, in this state, and the cities of Salem 

and Boston, in Massachusetts, and elsewhere as they shall appoint, 

to remain open for ten successi ve days, of which time and place of -for ten day •• 

subscription public notice shall be given in some newspaper printed 
in Portland, Augusta and Boston, twenty days at least previous to Notice to be giv-

. . ., en t\venty days 
the ollenlllg of such subscnl)tlOn' and III case the amount sub- preVl,ons to th~ 

, C'l1enm g of stud 
scribed shall exceed thirty thousand shares, the same shall be dis- books. 

. ., . If subscription 
tl'lbuted among all the subscnbers, accordil1g to such regulations as exceed thirty 

thousand shares, 
the persons having charge of the opening of the subscription books how regUlated. 

shall prescribe, before the opening of said books. And any seven Fir;t meetillg-
. " how culled. 

of the persons named 111 the first sectIOn of tlllS act, are hereby 

authorized to call the first meeting of said corporation, by giving 

notice in one or ll10re newspapers published in the town and cities 

last above named, of the time and place, and the purposes of such 

meeting, at least twenty days before the time mentioned in such 

notice. 

SECT. 4. Said corporation shall have power to make, ordain fly laws. 

and establish, all necessary by-laws and regulations, consistent with 

the constitution and the laws of this state, for their own government, 

and for the due and orderly conducting of their affairs, and the 

management of their property. 
SECT. 5. The president and directors for the time beino' are Powers ,vested in 

b' tile presillentand 
hereby authorized and empowered by themselves or their agents, to <lirectors. 

exercise all the powers herein granted to the corporation for the 

purpose of locating, constl'Ucting and cl)ll1pleting said rail road, and 

for the transportation of persons, goods and property of all descrip-

tions, and all such power and authority for the management of the 

afFairs of the corporation as may be necessary and propel' to carry 

into effect the objects of this grant; to purchase and hold, within 

and without the state, land, materials, engines and cars, and other 

necessary things, in the name of the corporation, for the use of said 

road, and for the transportation of persons, goods and property, of 

all descriptions; to make such equal assessments from time to time, 
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CHAP. 195. II I 1 . 'd ' lId' t _____ on a t 1e s lares Il1 sal corporatIOn, as t ley may (eem expe len 

and necessary in the execution and the progress of the work, and 

direct the same to be paid to the treasurer of the corporation. And 

the treasurer shall give notice of all such assessments; and in case 

!~o~~t~~~~~~~· any subscriber or stockholder shall neglect to pay any assessment 

~~~~~:~~~r ft:? on his share, or shares, for the space of thirty days after such notice 
thirty days after., I 11 b 'I I bib If' d ' notice. &c., to IS given, as s 1a e pres Crt Je( y t le y- aws 0 sal corporatIOn, 
be sold after no· , I 
tice, &c. the dIrectors may order the treaSl1l'er to se I such share or shares, at 

If 1110 shares do 
not pay the us· 
sessments, the 
delinquent tn be 
holden for bal· 
nnce. 

public auction, after giving such notice as may be prescribed as 

aforesaid, to the highest bidder, and the same shall be transferred 

to the purchaser, and such delinquent subscriber, or stockholder, 
shall be heJd accountable to the corporation for the balance, if his 

share or shares shall sell for Jess than the assessments due thereon, 

with the interest and costs of sale; and shall be entitled to the 

-if sale exceeds oVerlJlus if his share or shares shall sell for more than the assess-
the amount clue, ' 
he is entitled [0 ments due with interest and costs of sale. Provided hOWeV!1' that 
~~, , , 

no assessments shall be laid upon any shares, in said corporation, 

of a greater amount in the whole than one hundred dollars. 

Toll granted. SECT. 6. A toll is hereby granted and established for the sole 

benefit of said corporation, upon all passengers, and 'property of all 

descriptions, which may be conveyed or transported by them upon 
;;;j~0\V determin· said road, at such rate as may be agreed upon and established from 

time to time by the directors of said corporation. The transporta­

Cars, carriages, tion of persons and property-the construction of wheels-the forms 
&c., to con form 
to regUlations of of cars and carriages-the weights of loads and all other matters tbe ,dke-l'tor8, 

and things in relation to said road, shall be in conformity with such 

rules, reglllations and provisions, as the directors shall from time to 

time prescribe and direct. 
Legi,lature may SECT. 7. The legislature may authorize any other com pany 01' 
authorize the 
<lonnecting of cOlupanies to connect any other rail road 01' railroads with the rail 
any other rail 
I'oad ~n the east· road of said corllOration but only on the easterly side thereof at erly SIde of the ' , 
rail road. of said any IJoints on the route of said rail road And said COI'IJoration corporatIOn. C • 

shall receive and transport all persons, goods and property of all 
Same rates of descriptions which may be carried and translJorted to the rail toll to be charged· , , 
:~il ~~~d~~t~lI~~ll road of said corporation, on such other rail roads as may be here­
/,Je fixed by law, after authorized to be connected therewith, at the same rates of toll 

and freight as may be prescribed by said corporation, so that the 

rates of freight and toll on such passengers, goods and other pro­

perty as may be received fj'om sllch other rail rOi:lds, so connected 

with said rail road, as aforesaid, shall not exceed the general rates 

of freight and toll, on said rail road, received for freight and pas­

sengers at any of the deposits of said corporation. 

SEC'!', 8. If the said rail mad, in the course thereof, shall cross 
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any private way, the said corporation shall so construct said rail CHAP. 195. 
road as not to obstruct the safe and convenient use of such private Not to obstl'Uct 

private ways} 
way; and if the said rail road shall in the course thereof, cross any highways ca-

nals, &c. 
canal, turnpike, railroad 01' other highway, the said rail road shall 
be so constructed as not to obstruct the safe and convenient use of 
such canal, turnpike 01' other hjghway; and the said corporation 
shall have power to raise 01' lower such turnpike, highway 01' private 
way, so that the said rail road, if necessary, may conveniently pass 
ul'lder 01' over the same, and erect such gate 01' gates thereon, as Gate.tobocreet­

ed for protection 
may be necessary for the safety of travelers on said turnpike, rail of traveler., 
road, highway 01' private way. 

SECT. 9. Said rail road corporation shaH constantly maintain, in 
good repair, all bridges, with their abutments and embankments, 
which they may construct for the plll'pose of conducting their rail 
road over any canal, turnpike, highway 01' private way, or for con-
ducting snch private way 01' turnpike over said rail road. 

SECT. 10. If said rail road shall, in the comse thereof, cross 
any tide waters, navigable rivers 01' streams, the said corporation are 
hereby authorized and empowered to erect for the sole and exclu­
sive travel on their said rail road, OJ. bridge across each of said 

Bridges, abut­
ments, &c.~ to be 
I<ept in good re­
pair. 

Empowered to 
build hridges 
over tide or nu v· 
igable waters. 

rivers, 01' streams, 01' across any such tide waters; provided, said Proviso, 
bridge or bridges shall be so constructed as not unnecessarily to 
obstruct 01' il11pede the navigation of said waters. 

SECT. 11. Said rail road corporation shall erect and maintain 
substantial, legal and sufficient fences, on each side of the land 
taken by them for their rail road, where the same passes through 
enclosed 01' improved lands, 01' lands that may hereafter be improv-

Substantial fen­
ces shall he 
maintaiuetl 
on each side of 
said rail rondo 

ed; and for neglect or failure to erect and maintain such fence, said Penally for snci) 
neglect. 

corporation shall be liable to be indicted in the district court, for the 
county where such fence shall be insufficient, and to be fined in 
such sum as shall be adjudged necessary to repair the same; and 
such fine shall be expended for the erection 01' repail' of said fence, Fines-howex­pended 
linder the direction of an agent appointed by said court, as in case 
of fines imposed upon towns for deficiency of highways. 

SECT. 12. The said cOrlJOration shall, at all times, when the Said corporation 
holden to trans-

Postmaster general shall recluire it be holden to transIJolt the mail port the mail of, 
l the U. S, at a faIr 

of the United States from and to such place 01' places on said road compensation, 
as required, for a fail' and reasonable compensation. And in case 
the corporation and the postmaster general shall be unable to agree Compensati?n, 

. .. how determmed, 
upon the compensatIOn aforesaId, the leglslalme of the state shall 
determine the same. And the said corlJoration, after they shall I!uty of corporu-

. tIon, after they 
commence the receiving of tolls shall be bound at all times to have ~ommenc~ tal,-, , , mg tolls, In re~ 

said rail road in good repair and a sufficient numher of suitable gard to raill'Outl , a~&~ 
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CHAP. 195. engines, carriages and vehicles for the transportation of persons and 

aJ·ticles, and be obliged to receive, at all propel' times and places, 
and convey the same when the appropriate tolls therefor shall be 

Lien estaulished paid or tendcred; and a lien is hcreby created on all articles trans-
on all urticles . 
transported. ported for saId tolls. A:ld the said corporation, fulfilling on its part 

all and singular the several obligations and duties by this section 
Not O.hlliged to imposed and enJ'oined upon it, shall not be held or bound to allow 
p:nmlt ocomo~ 
tiv~., other than any engine locomotive cars carriages or other vehicle for the trans-
theIr own, upon ' " ( 

their track, ex- IJortation of IJersons 01' merchandize to pass over said rail road cept from those I ( , ( , 

~I~~~~~~:ng from other than its own, flll'nished and provided for that purpose, as 
herein enjoined anrl required; provided, however, that said corpo­
ration shall be undel' obligation to transport over said road, in con­
nection with their own trains, the passenger and other cars of any 
other incorporated company that may hereafter construct a rail road, 
connected with that hereafter authorized, on the easterly side 
thereof; such other company being subject to all the provisions of 
the sixth an d seven th sections of this act, as to rates of toll and all 
other particulars enumerated in said section. 

If any person SECT. 13. If any person shall wilfully and maliciouslv, 01' wan-
shall wilfully or • . 
!,,~liciouslv,&c., tonly and contrary to law, obstruct the passage of any carriage on 
Injure or obstrllct .., . .• . . 
the ]Jussage of saId raIlroad, 01' III any way spOIl, ll1Jul'e Ot· destroy satd raIl road, 
any rUlI road. 

01' any part thereof, 01' anything belonging thereto, 01' any material 

-penalty. 

01' implements to be employed in the construction 01' for the use of 
said road, he, she 01' they, 01' any person 01' persons, assisting, aid­
ing 01' abetting, such trespass, shall forfE'it and pay to said corpora-
tion for every such offence, treble such damages as shall be proved 
before the justice, court or jury, before whom the trial shall be had, 

How obtained. to be sued for before any justice 01' in any court proper to try the 
same, by the treaSlll'er of the corporation, or other officer, whom 

HolV appropl'iat- they may direct, to the LIse of said corporation. And such offender 
ed, or offender~ shall be liable to indictment by the grand jlll'y of the 

Before whom to 
be indicted and 
tried. 
Amount of fine, 
and term of im­
prisonment. 

county, within which trespass shall have been committed, for any 
offence or offences, contrary to the above provisions; and upon 
eonviction thereof before allY COUl't competent to try the same, shall 
pay a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars to the use of the state, 
or may be imprisoned for a term not exceeding five years, at the 
discretion of the COLll't before whom such conviction may be had. 

P~wer to extend SECT. 14. Said corporation shall be and hereby is invested with 
saldroadheyond 1 I' . I I 'd 'lIb 1 the line of the power anc aut lOnty to contll1L1E' ane pro ong sal ral roae, eyone 
state. . f C 

the line of tl1lS state, to the boundary 0 an ada ; and to purchase, 
take and hold lands, or the right of way over lands for the plll'pose 
of constructing said rail road, in continuation without the limits of 
this state, on and over said lands to the said boulldary of Canada. 
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Provided, the same can be done consistently with the laws and CHAP. 195, 

. I . I' I I I 1 I' I I I Proviso regulatIOns of t 1e state 01' states 111 w 1Je 1 sue I anc s Ie, anc t Houg 1 . 
and over the territory of which such rail road in continuation would 
pass. 

SECT. 15. Said corporation shall keep in a book for that pur- Accounts of dis· 
bursements, ex· 

pose a regular account of all their disbursements, expenditures and pen~ituresland 
receIpts to )8 

receipts, and the books of said corporation shall at all times be open t~~~s at all 
to the inspection of the governor and council, and of any commit~ :~n:~J~ l~:;e~n~~ 
tee duly authorized by the legislature; and at the expiration of ~~JI'c"of.~J~i[,n~J~. 
every year, the treaSlll'er of said Corl)Oration shall make an exhibit TreasureI' to 

, mal{c annual eX-

under oath to the leo'islatlll'e of the net nrofhs derived from the hi bits undero"tIl 
, b' f to the legIslature. 

income of said rail road. 
SECT. 16. All real estate plll'chased by said corporation, for R~al est ale o~ 

.. said corporatIOn, 
the use of the same, uncleI' the 6fth sectIon of tillS act, shall be how taxed. 
taxable to said corporation by the several towns, cities and plant-
ations, in which said lands may lie, in the same manner as lands 
owned by private persons, and shall in the valuation list be esti-
mated the same, as other real estate of the same quality in such 
town, city or plantation, and not otherwise; ancl the shares owned Shares to be 

deemed personal 
by the resI)ective stockholders shall be deemed personal estate and estate, nnd taxed 

to the owners 
be taxable as such to the owners thereof, in the places where they ~'iS::'e they reo 
reside and have their home. And whenever the net income of said When netin-

. come shall 11-
corporatIOn shall have amounted to ten per centum per annum upon mount to ten per 

f I 
. .. I centum on cost, 

the cost 0 t Ie road, and Its appendages and ll1cldenta expenses, &c.,thefactshall 
. . . be reported to 

the cilrectors shall make a specIal report of the fact to the leglsla- the legi,l.ture. 
ture; from and after which time one moiety, or such othel' portion Acert~in moiety 

. If' . . . or portIOn ovec as the legIS ature lllay rom tune to time determ111e, of the net 111- nnd above ten 
per cent. to be 

come from said rail road accruing thereafter over and above ten paid into the 
, treasury of state. 

per centum pel' annum, first to be paid to the stockholders, shall 
annually be paid over by the treasurer of said corporation, as a tax, 
into the treasury of the state, for the use of the state. And the The state may 

I I ·· . .. . maintain an ClC-state may lave anc mallltam an actIOn agamst saId corporatIOn tiontorthesn.m,. 
therefor to recover the same. But no other tax, than herein is pro- No other tax 

. . .. tban herein pro~ 
vlcled, shall ever be levJed or assessed on saId corporatIOn, 01' any of vided shall ever 

be exacted. 
their privileges or franchises. 

SECT. 17. The annual meeting of the members of said COl'pO- Annual meeting, 
ration shall be holden on the second Monday in June, 01' such other 
day as shall be determined by the by-laws, at such time and place 
as the directors, for the time being, shall appoint, at which meeting, 
the directors shall be chosen by ballot, each proprietor by himself Directors, holY 
or proxy being entitled to as many votes as he holds shares, and the chosen. 

directors are hereby authorized to call special meetings of the stock- Spocialmeetingg, 
holders, whenever they shall deem it expedient and propel', giving 
:c;uch notice as the corporation by thcir hy·laws slwlJ dircct. 
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CHAP. 196. 
SEC'I'. ] 8. The legislature shall at all times have the right to 

r.f;~\~;eO[dll~!Og- inquire into the doings of the corporation, and into the mannel' in 
quire into the I' 1 I ..) I ~ 1 . 1 . I I 1 I doings of tho W lIC 1 tIe pnvl eges ane lranc 115es lerelll aue lereoy g\'Untee may 
corporation. 1 b I I 1 1 J . I . d lave een usee ane emp oyee Jy sale corporatIOn, an to correct 

ar,cl prevent all abuses of the same, and to pass any laws imposing 
fines and penalties upon said corporation, which may be necessary 
more effectually to compel a complianee with the provisions, liabil­
ities and duties, hereinbefore set forth and enjoined; but not to im­

pose any other or further duties, liabilities or obligations. And this 
Duratiollofchar- charter shall not be revoked annulled altered limited 01' restrain-tor. ' , , , 

ed, without the consent of the corporation, except by due process 
of law. 

Certnin condi- SECT. 19. If the said eorporation shall not have been organ-
lions to be com- . .. 
plied, or the lzecl, and the locatIOn accorcl1l1g to actual smvey of the route filed 
charIer to b" null 
nnd void. with the county commissioners, of the counties through which the 

same shall pass, on 01' before the thirty-first day of December, in 
the year of om Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, or if the 
said corporation shall fail to complete said rail road on or before the 
thirty-first rlay of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty, in either of the above mentioned cases, 
this act shall be null and void. 

[Approved Febl'u(l1'Y 10, ] 845.] 

AN ACT to continue in force an act entitled" an act accopting the surrender of tlle charter of 
tho Mnino Dank." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and H01tse of Representatives in 
Legislatnre assembled, as follows: 

Act of March 22, SECT. 1. The act passed the twenty-second day of March, 
1843, accopting . . 
t1w.chartorofthe etghteen hundred and forty-thl'ee, acceptlllg of the surrender of the 
Blumo Banl<, .. . 
continued, charter of the Maine Bank, shall contll1ue and remall1 111 force [or 

and during the term of two years, f!'Om the twenty-second day of 
March, eighteen hundred and forty-five, for the purposes as set 
forth in said act. 

Clerk. SECT. 2. The stockholders of said bank shall have power and 
authority, at any of their meetings, to choose a clerk to perform the 

duties of, and incumbent upon, a cashier. 

[Approved Febl'llal'Y 13, 1845.] 


