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, '! d I b' 11 I I' b'l' , d' 1 CHAP. 164. and pl"lVI eges, an )e su ~ect to a t le la I Itles expresse In t le ___ _ 

I f I , d fi' I I I d' f Liabilities, severa acts 0 t liS state, e nmg t le genera powers ane utles 0 

corporate bodies. 
SECT. 2. Said cor[)oration may purchase and hold any personal To purchase und 

hold real estate. 
or real estate, to an amount not exceeding, at anyone time, in the ~Iembers. 

whole, the value of twentv-five thousand dollars. And anv two of First meeting, 
J J how called. 

said company, may call the first meeting of said company, by giv-
ing notice of said meeting in some public newspaper, in the county 

of Waldo, two weeks before the meeting. 
[Approved March 13, 18'14.] 

C Rlla}l.)!t.ell' 1l6!J. 
AN ACT to incorporate the Eliot and Kittery Mutual Fire Insurance 

Company, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Gowen vVilson, William Fogg, vVilliam Hammol1d, Corporators, 

James Knowlton, Horace Stacy, lHoses Paul, George A. Ham-

mond, James Shapleigh, Jun., and John R. Hanscom, with theil' 

associates and successors, are hereby created a body corporate by 

the name of the Eliot ancl Kittery Mutual Fire Insurance Compa-
ny, with power by that name to l)l'osecute and defend suits at law, Powers undpriv. 

ileges. 
to have and use a common seal, to make by-laws and regulations 

for the management of their affairs not repugnant to the laws of 

the state, to purchase and hold such real and personal estate, as 

may be necessary to efiect the objects of the association, and to 

enjoy all the rights and powers incident to such corporations. 

SECT. 2. All persons who shall at any time become interested ilIember •. 

in said company, by insuring therein, and also their heirs, execu-

tors and administrators, continuing to be insured therein, as herein-

after provided, shall be members thereof, and bound by the pro-

visions of this act,' and the by-laws of said company, during the 

term specified in their respective policies, and no longer. 

SECT. 3. The office of said company shall be kept either in Office, where (0-

the towns of Eliot or Kittery, in the county of York; and the cuterI. 

annual meeting shall be held, in said Bliot Ot' I{ittery, on the first Annual meeting, 

Monday of JU:Je, annually, ot' on such other day as the said com-

pany may hereafter determine; at which meeting shall be chosen, 

by a major vote of the members present, a board of directors, to Board ofdirec
tors. 

consist of such number as the said company may determine at said 

meeting. And said company may, at each annual meeting, deter-

26 
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CHAP. 164. mine the number of directors who shall constitute a quorum for 
Quorum. 1 

t 1e transaction of business. All vacancies ha ppening in said board 
Vacancies. may be filled by the members of said board, until the next annual 
Specialmeetings. meeting, and special meetings of the company may be called by 

order of the directors, 01' in such other manner as the by-laws may 
prescribe. 

Duties and pow
ers of directors. 

SECT. 4. The board of dil'ectors shall superintend the concerns 
of said company, and shall have the management of the funds and 
property thereof, and all other matters and things thereunto re

Secretary and lating, not otherwise provided for by said company, They shall 
treaBurer~ 

have power, annually, to appoint a secretary and treasurer, and to 
fill any vacancy which may occur in either of those offices; and 
to appoint, from time to time, such other officers and agents as they 
may deem necessary; prescribe the duties, fix the compensation of 
all the officers of said company, and take such security from them 
as they may deem proper, for the faithful discharge of their respec-

Rates of In sur- tive duties. They shall determine the rates of insuJ'[lllce, and may 
nnce. 

fix the sum to be insured on any building or property, not exceed-

President. 

ing three fourths of its value, and the amount of the note to be 
deposited for the insurance thereof. They shall provide all neces
sary books, blanks and stationery, and all other necessary things 
for the conducting tbe business of said company. They shall elect 
one of their own number to act as president, and may hold their 
meetings monthly, and oftener if necessary; 

Every person fn- SECT. 5. Every person who shall become a member of said 
Bllling shall de-
posita note, &c. company by effecting insurance therein, shall, before he receives 

Object of note. 

Lien on propel'ly 
insured. 

his policy, deposit his promissory note for such sum of money as 
the directors shall determine, a 11art of which note, not exceeding 
ten per cent., shall, immediately, be paid for the pmpose of defray-
ing the incidental expenses of the company, and indorsed thereon; 
and the remainder of said note shall be paid wholly or in part, at 
such time as the directors. shall require, for the payment of losses 
or other expenses; and in thirty days after the expiration of the 
terms of insurance, said note, or such part thereof as may remain 
unpaid, after deducting all losses and expenses accruing during 
said term, shall be relinquished and given up to the signer thereof, 
his heirs, executors or assigns. 

SECT. 6. Whenever said company shall make insurance on 
any building, such building, the land under the same, and appur
tenances thereof, shall be holden as security for such deposit money 
and assessments, as the person thus insured shall be liable to pay; 
ant.: the policy of insurance shall, from the time it issues, create a 
lien on said huildings und land t.herefor, which shall continue, not-
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withstanding any tmnsfer of the property. 'Where any property, CHAP. 164. 
, I b 'd I II b I' d b J I' ,Vilen policy msurec y sal company, S la e a lenate y sa e 01' ot lerWlse, may become 
the policy shall thereupon be void, and shall be surrendered to the void, &c, 

secretary of said company to be canceled, and upon such surrender, 
the insured shall be entitled to receive his deposit note, upon the 
payment of his proportion of all losses and expenses that have oc-
curred prior to such surrender, But any grantee, having the poli- Policy may be 

. .. . assigned and rat-
cy assIgned to hlln, may have the same ratified and confirmed to ified, upon ap-

, , " plication within 
111m, for IllS own. proper use and benefit, upon applIcatIOn to the thirty days, 
directors within thirty days next after such alienation, on giving 
proper secmity, to the satisfaction of the directors, for such propol'~ 
tion of the deposit 01' premium note as shall remain unpaid, and by Party receiving 

J 'fi' d fi 'I b "h the transfer Bub-SUC Irati cation an con rmatlOn, t Ie party 0 tammg t e same ject to simil~r 11-

1 11 b ' 1 d 11 1 'I d' 'I d b' 11 abilities &e, aB S la e entlt e to a t Ie rIg Its an pr!vl eges, an su ~ect to a the gran'tor haeI 
h I, I 'J' , I' I I "1 ' I ' 1 d 1 beensubjeet to, t e Ja JI Itles, to W lIC 1 tIe orlgll1a party mSuree was ent!t e an e 

su bject in this ac t. 
SECT. 7. Whenever any member shall sustain any loss by fire, No\ice to, ~e giv-

f 'I I I I 11 'I ' I'd en m Wrltmg o property so lI1suree, SUC 1 mem Jer S la ,Wit lin t lIrty ays next within thirty 
~ I' f ' , 'I days after loss by alter such OSS, give notice thereo, 111 Wl'lt1l1g, to t Ie secretary of fire of ins urad property, 

said company; and the directors, upon a view of the same, or in 
such other way as they may judge proper, shall ascertain and de-
termine the amount of such loss; and if the member insured is Ifpnrly insured 

'fi 1 'I I d " f I I' I ' I' is dissatisfied not salls ee WIt 1 tIe eterl11l11atlOn 0 tIe e Irectors, Ie may WIt 1m '~ith award of 
. . . . nlIectOl'S, leme .. 

three months next after such determmatlOl1 IS made known, brmg dy, 
an action at law against said company, and in case the plaintiff in Hhe does not 

1 ' I 11 ' 1 I I 1 succeed in his SUC 1 actIOn s la not, on tna, recover e amages greater t Ian t Ie action, liable for 
amount determined as aforesaid, he shall not be allowed costs, but costs, 

the company shall recover its costs, and after the expiration of 
three months execution l11ay issue against the company. The de- Directors to 

, , f I d' 1 1 11 b d 1 malte Itnown termmatlon 0 tIe ll'ectors upon any oss, s la e l11a e ,nown to their decision 
I ' d' I ' 1 ' 1 fi 1 ' 1 'f h within thirty tIe IDsure , Wit l1n t urty cays rom tIe tmle t lat notICe 0 SUC days after notico 

1 , 'd b 'd d' I I' I' d 1 of loss, OSS IS l'eceJve y sal Irectors, or Jy. t lell' aut 101'lZe agent; ane Remedy to the 
if such determination is not so made known within the thirty days !~::~;?d£ ~~e~; 
aforesaid, the party claiming to be paid for any loss, may bring his ~~i~~~ such de· 
action for the amount by him clail;led, and may thereon recover his 
damages and costs. 

SECT, 8, The directors, after receiving notice of any loss or Directors mny 
d b fi ' I b b 1 .' 1 determine tile amage y l'e, sustamee y any mem er, ane ascertamll1g tIe proportionofany 

. 1 ' loss to be paid 
amount of the same, may settle and deterl11l1le t Ie sums to be paid by the members 

, I ' , of the company, 
by the several members of saId company, as t lell' l'espedtlve pro-
portions of such loss, and publish tho same in such mannel' as the 

by-laws may prescribe, And the sum to be paid by such member, Such proportion 
I J I J 1 , , 1 ., J f I not to exceed de· 

S 18 a ways Je )[) proportIOn to t Ie 0I'lg1ll3 amount 0 t 18 note or posit note, 
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CHAP. 164. notes, but in no case shall exceed the amount of said note or notes 

r~y~~ pai4 in 30 by him deposited, and shall be paid to the treasurer within thirty 

Remed)f' ofcon
b
,· days next after the I)ublieation of such notice. And if any mem-

puny, 1 luem e1' 

;~~~;t~llir:~~~e)~! bel' shall, for the space of thirty days after such notice, neglect or 
~fler notice. r t· I d I . I . . f reluse a pay t le slim assesse on 11m as liS pl'opol'liOn a any as-

sessment as aforesaid, in such case, the directors may sue for anu 

recover the whole amount of the note or notes by him deposited, 
with costs of suit, and the money, thus collected, after deducting 

the costs and expenses, shall ;'emain in the treasury of said com

pany, subject to the payment of such losses and expenses as have 

then accrued 01' may thereafter accrue, and the balance, if any 

remain, shall be returned to the party from whom it was collected, 

on demand, after thirty days from the expiration of the time for 

which insurance was made. 

Term ofinsu- SECT. 9. Said company may make insurance for any term' of 
ranee and de~ ., • • 
scription of prop· time, not exceedll1g seven years, on any house 01' other blllldmg, 
erty that may be 
insured, household furniture, machinery and goods in any building in the 

county of York, agail1st damage by fire originating from any cause 

other than design in the insured. 

All losses to be SECT. 10. The directors shall provide for the payment of all 
paid within three I' r' d . I . 1 1 r I I 11 months. asses 1\1 manner alOresal , Wit nil t lree manUs alter t ley S la 
Di~€ctors mayre- ha\'e been notified as aforesaid, unless they shall J'udiTe it proper 
pUlld or repaIr. a 

within that time, to rebuild the house or hOLlses, or other buildings 

destroyed, or to repair the damages sustained, which they are here

by empowered to do ill convenient time. But they shall not lay 

out and ex pend in such buildings or repairs) more than the sum in

sured on the premises. 

Insurance ,'oid, SECT. 11. If insurance on any house or other pl'Operty 
if property is in- I II 1 lb" . 1 d . I ffi ~ul'ClI byauyoth- S 1a Je anc su SISt 111 salc company, an 1\1 any at leI' a ce or 
er company at . . 
(he same time. from and by any othel' person 01' persons at the same time, the \11-

First meeting, 
\lolV c.lled. 

surance made in and by this company, shall be deemed and be

come void. 
SECT. 12. Any two of the persons named in this act shall call 

the first meeting of said company, by publishing or posting up no

tices at three public places, in each of the towns of Eliot and 

Kittery, at least ten days prior to said meeting. 
Charter under SECT. 13. The powers granted by this act may be enlarged or 
control of legis-
latllre. restrained at the pleaslll'E' of the Legislature, and no director or 

member of said company shall, in any case, be liable beyond the 

amount of his said note deposited as aforesaid; and no policy 

shall be issued by said company, until applications fat' insurance to 

the amount of twenty thousand dollars shall have been made and 

Il.ccepted. 
[A p[lrol!rn Alarr:h 13, 184.4.1 


