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CHAP. 126. of Lincoln, on tbe fourtb Tuesday of February; at Topsham, the 

fourth Tuesday of June; aud the fourth Tuesday of October, at 

vVarren. At Augusta, for tbe county of Kennebec, on tbe first 

Tuesday of April, tbe first Tuesday of August and tbe first Tues­

day of D2ccmuer. At Norridgewock, for tbe county of Somerset, 

on the tbird Tuesday of March, tho, tbird Tuesday of July and the 

third Tuesday of November. At Ellsworth, for the county of 

Hancock, on tbe second Tuesday of April and tbe fOl1l'th Tuesday 

of October. At Machias, for the COUllty of vVasbington, on the 

last Tuesday of February and the third Tuesday of September. 

At Paris, for the county of Oxford, on Monday preceding tbe sec­

ond Tuesday of June, and on l\londay preceding the first Tuesday 

of November. At Bangor, for the county of Penobscot, on the 

first Tuesday of January, the first Tuesday of October and the 
fourth Tuesday of May. At Belfast, fOl' the county of Waldo, on 

the second Tuesday of February and the fourth Tuesday of Au­

gust. At Farmington, for the county of Franklin, on the last Mon­

days of M arcb and Septembel'. At Dovel', for the county of Pis­

cataquis, on the first Tuesday of May and the second Tuesday of 

Novembel·. At Houlton, for the county of Aroostook, on tbe sec­

ond Tuesday of Feuruary and tbe first Tuesday of September. 

All matters cag- SECT. 8. All matters and tbings which may be pending in, or 
mzahle before 
said court, to he retul'llable to said courts, slIall be returned to, have day in, and be 
acted II pon at the 
~7fil!J,l.hefore spe· acted upon at the terms of said COLll'ts to be holden in pursuance of 

In farce Aprill, 
1844. 

Fish wardens to 
bt:S chosen. 

this act. 

SECT. 9. This act shall take effect and be in force on the first 

day of April next, and all acts' and parts of acts 

provisions of tbis act are hereby repealed. 
[Approved JJl11l'clt 22, 1844.] 

Cb:illten' 1126. 

contrary to the 

AN ACT for the preservation of salmon, shad and alewives, in Georges' river 
and tributary streams. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HOllse of Representatives in 

Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. The towns of Tbomaston, St. George and Cushing, 

shall, at their meeting for tbe choice of town officers in the months 

of March or April, annually, choose in each town by written ballot 

one person, and the town of "Vanen, shall in the same manner, 

choose two persons, to be called fish wardens; and in case of 
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b d 1 .. I t f tl t to clloose CHAP. 1Q6. vacancy y eat 1, resIgnatIOn or neg ec 0 1e own 
such fish wardens, then the selectmen of said town shall forthwith Vacancies, hoW fillet!. 
a ppoin t such persoll to be fish warden; and each person so chosen 
or appointed, sball be sworn faithfully to discharge the duties ;~:~'~~)~n to be 
required of him by this act. 

SECT. Q. It shall be the duty of said board of fish wardens, to Duties. 
maintain a general supervision over the fisheries of salmon, shad 
and alewives, in the waters of Georges' r!\'el' and streams emptying 
into the same. 

SECT. 3. The said fish wardens shall bold an annual meeting :rimes ormee!. 
at Warren, on the fourth Monday of April, with power to adjourn mg. 

to such places and times as tbey may think expedient. And three Q,uorum. 
of said hoard shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-

ness. If any ten responsible persons, citizens of either of the towns Dutv to nttendtd 
of ·Warren, Thomaston, St. George or Cushing, shall, at any time, petiiions, &c. 

see cause to petition the fish wardens in relation to any matter of 
which they have jlll'isdictiolJ by the p!'Ovisions of this act, it shall 
be their duty to attend forthwith to the prayer of such petition,and 
heal' the parties; and if, in their opinion, such petition was for suffi- Expenses, &0, 

cient cause 01' for any violation of this act, the person so violating 
or causing such meeting, shall pay the expense of the same, other-
wise, the expense shall be paid by the petitioners. 

SECT. 4. The said board of fish wardens shall, frol11 time to time, WardehS'duty 
to examille dame 

examine all dams and obstrLlctions in said George's river and the undobstructiQes. 
streams emptying into the same, in which salmon, shad or alewives 
abound, and after notice in writing to one or mure of the parties Arler oue notice, 
. d d I . I I II d'd I ld b to decide IIpon Jl1tereste ,an a leafing t lereon, s la eCI e w lat WOll e a suitable fi,h 

\vuys. 
suitable fish way by or th!'Ollgh sLlch dams or obstrllctions " and in 

'-' Dutv of wnrdens 
deci.:ling thereon, the saicl fish wardens shall consult, as far as IJrac- ill sIU~hfid~cisions 

ant ue lomg pas .. 

ticable, the convenietlce and also the safety of the structures by or su~e ways. 

through which such fish way shall pass; and said fish wardens shall 
define and prescribe such fish way as they may jUclge suitable and 
sufficient, not exceeding one foot in width, in fifteen of the length 
of the dam, running directly across any stream or liver, and give 
written notice thereof to some owner or occupant of said dam, and To ,give writ!e!1 
. . d' . I fi I b d . notICe requlnng 
111 Sal notIce to reqL1tre t 1e S 1 way to e ma e accol'dll1g to the suitable fish 

. . . ways to be mnds! 
descnptton, at any ttl1Je between the fifteenth day of July, and the 
first day of May, in the following year, so that the same shall be 
kept open f!'Om the first day of May, to the fi(teenth day of July, 

of each yeaI', for the passage of fish. And if such fish way shall ]fawner or own­
not be made and opened to the satisfaction of said board of fish ~~.o:;';,~~~\~~rr." 

d d · h' 'fi d' I . . I I 'd pliance further war ens, urll1g t e tIme spec] e 111 t liS sectIOn, t len t le sat dutyof'wardeu •. 
board are hereby authorized and empowered to caHse the natural 

16 
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CHAP. lQ6. course of the stl'eam thl'ough which the flaid fish pass, to be kept 

Powers, open and without obstruction; to remove such as may be found 

therein, and shall have authority to go on the land 01' meadow of 

any person through which such streams run, without being consider­

ed trespassers; and shall open or cause to be opened, any sluiceway 

through any dam now erected, or that may hereafter be erected, 

on 01' over any of said rivers or stl'eams, between the ponds where 

Proviso. 

the fish usually cast theil' spawn, and the sea, at the expense of the 

owner or owners of such dam or sluice: provided, such owner or 

owners shall neglect or refuse to open the same when l'equil'ed by 

Time sJuice shall said fish wardens. And the dam or sluice so opened, shall con­
remain open. 

tinue open in every year, to such depth and width, and fOl' such 

term of time, between the first day of May and the fifteenth day 
W~l'del1s to de- of J ulv, as said fish wardens shall deem necessal'y. And the said 
fine where fish J 

shall be taken, fish wardens shall define and describe, in writing, the distance from 

said fish way at which fish shall be taken, and cause the same to 

be entered upon the records of the town in which said fish way is 

Penalty for non- situated. And if any person shall take any of the fish aforesaid in 
compliance, .. fi 1 
hindrance, &c. any such fish way, or withm the distance prescribed by said S 1 
froliI l\lay 1 to 
July 15, ill each wardens, or shall, by placing any impediments in 01' near such fish 
year. 

way, or by any other means: hinder or obstruct the passage up, 

through or over such fish way or sluice, between the first,day of 

May and the fifteenth day of July, in each year, the person so of­

fending shall forfeit and pay a penalty of twenty dollars for each 

and every offence. 

Shall appoint SECT. 5. Said board of fish wardens shall appoint deputy fish 
deputies, who h . 
• hall be sworn. wardens, in such places as t ey may deem proper, not exceedmg 

Removable at 
pleasure. 

Vacancies to ba 
filled. 

seven in all, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of the 

trust, and shall fonvard a certificate of said oath to the fish warden 

of his town, within ten days from the time of being notified of his 

a ppointment. All deputies shall ,be removable at the pleasure of 

the fish waL'dens; and it shall be the duty of said fish wardens, 

without delay, to fill all vacancies in the office of deputy warrlens 

occasioned by death, resignation or otherwise. 

Duty o[wardells SECT. 6. It shall be the duty of all fish wardens and deputy 
and their depu· I I I . d 
ties. fish wardens, by all awful means, to prevent tie ta Hng 01', estl'OY-

ing allY of the fish aforesaid, in any of the waters, in violation of 

law, and also to institute prosecutions for all snch ofiences against 

this act as shall come to their knowledge, and prosecute the same 

'1'0 be witness"" to final judgmen t. And in such prosecutions any fish warden or 
in pro3ecnlioll., de\Juty fish warden is hereby made a com[)etent witness, and shall Their power;;. 

be allowed for travel and attendance as such, although he may be 

a prosc'cutor in the suit. And any fish warden or deputy fi3h 
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warden shall have right and authority to visit any dam, Weil', boat, CHAP. 1\26. 

net, trap or other machine erected or placed for the purpose of 
taking or destroying any of said fish, at any time or place where or 
when the taking or destruction of said fish is prohibited by law. 
And the power of each fish warden and deputy warden shall and 
is made to extend equally to every portion of the waters before 
described, in any town into which said waters extend. 

SECT 7 Between the first day of AI)ril and the fifteenth day Lit~itntion. for • • takmg fish. 

of July, in each yeal', no person shall take or destroy, in any of 
said waters, any of the fish aforesaid, either by means of weirs, 
nets or any other implement, apparatus or machinery whatever, 
except between sunrise of Monday and sunrise on Saturday of any 
week. And any person committing any offence against this pro­
vision, or aiding or abetting the same, shall forfeit and pay for 
every such offence, the sum of ten dollars. 

SECT. 8. Every weir shall be provided with a gate or passaO'e Every weir to be 
b provided with 

way at least three feet wide, and extending from the bottom or gate, &c. 
floor thereof to high water line, which gate or door shall be in the 

pound or a parttnent wherein said fish are secured and taken. And When to be kept 
the said gate shall be left open without impediment to the passage open. 
of said fish, from sunrise on Saturday of each week, to sunrise on 
the succeeding Monday, between the first day of April and the fif-
teenth day of July, in each year; and any weir that shall be made FOl'feitllre,for 

• non· complIance. 
without such gate or door, or lf any such gate or door shall not be 
kept open as herein required, the owner or occupant of such weir 
shall forfeit for each oftfnce, ten dollars. 

SECT. 9. All weirs shall be stripped, so as to admit the free When wei .. s 
.. . shall be stripped. 

passage of aleWlves and other smaller fisb thr.ough the same, on or 

before the fifteenth day of July in each year. And the owner or Forfei(urelfneg­
owners of any weir who shall neglect to strip the same, shall for- lected, 
feit five dollars for every day until the same is stripped as afore-
said. 

SECT. 10. Any fish wal'den or deputy fish warden, who shall Power"ofwn:-
• " • " dens or depUtlC9 

be forclbly resisted 111 the discharge of any duty, prescl'lbed by tlllS if resisted in per-
- formance of du~ 

act, is hereby authorized to require of any person or persons the Iy' 

assistance which may be requisite for his protection to enable him 
to discharge the duties aforesaid. And if any person, who shall 
be by him called LIpan for that purpose, shall unreasonably refuse 
or neglect to render the required assistance, he shall be liable to 
forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars. 

SECT. 11. N a person shall take or destroy any of the fish Prohibition n-
~ . d . . b I gainst taking fish alOreSal , III any of said waters, etween t Ie fifteenth day of July at certain sen-

sons, 
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CHAP. 1:26. in one year, and the first day of April in the succeeding year. 

Fo.feiture. and each and every person violating this provision, shall forfeit and 

. ]Jay the sum of twenty dollars for each offence. Any of the fish 
ProvIsions l'e-
spectillgfisheries aforesaid may be taken by the town of 'Warren on Mondays 
in town of VVar- , 

reno Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, of each week, and said town, 

FOl'feitures, how 
recoverable. 

in so taking fish, shall be subject to all the provisions of an act en­

titled "an act to regulate the shad and alewive fisheries in the 

town of vVarren," passed March sixth, eighteen hundred and two, 

which are not inconsistent with the provisions of this act. 

SECT. U2. All forfeitures prescribed by this act, exceeding 

twenty dollars, shall be recoverable by indictment in supreme 

judicial court, or district court, and all forfeitures, not exceeding 

twenty dollars, shall be recoverable by complaint in behalf of the 

Powersofjuslice state, before a justice of the peace for the county of Lincoln. And 
to impose penal- I' . . I b d '" I 
tie., on convic. SUC 1 JustICe IS lere y ernpowere , on conVictIOn) to Impose pena-
tion.. ]' I f d II d . tIes to an amount not exceec 1l1g t Ie sum 0 twenty 0 aI's, an m 

case any person con "icted and sentenced by such justice, shall 

neglect or refuse to pay such penalty with costs of prosecution, the 

justice, by his mittimus, may cause said offender to be committed to 

the jail of the county, there to be detained, till discharged by order 

Remedy it per- of law, reserving however to every person accused, the right to ap-
BOll convicted re- I I d' , ,... h 
fuse to pay. pea to tIe Istnct court, on entenng IlltO recogl1lzance as 111 ot er 

Compiaints, how cases of appeal from justices of the peace, in criminal suits. Com­
Illade. 

plaints for any of the offences mentioned in this act, may be made 

by any fish warden, or deputy warden, or any other person, and 

all forfeitures and penalties recovel'ed for any such offences, shall 
Appropriation of go to the use of the town in which the same was committed. penalli,s. 

Pay of ward ells. 

Proviso. 

Pay ofdeputies. 

Proviso. 

Certain privile­
ges exempted. 

SECT. 13. Each fish warden, for his services, shall be entitled 

to receive the sum of two dollars, for each and every day by him 

actually employed in any of the duties devolving upon him by 

virtue of said office, to be paid from the treasL1l'Y of the town in 

which he resides. Provided, however, that said fish warden shall 

first make oath to the tmth and correctness of his account, which 

shall then be presented to the selectmen for allowance. And each 

deputy warden, for his services, shall be allowed one dollar, for 

each and every day by him actually employed in any of the duties 

devolving upon him in virtue of said office, to be paid by the town 

in which he resides. Provided, that said deputy warden shall first 

make oath to the truth of his account, which shall be presented to 

the selectmen or assessors for allowance. 

SECT. 14. The mill privileges at Vaughan's mills, so called, 

and at Batcheller's mills, in the town of Union, are exempt from 

the provisions of this act, 
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SECT. 15. All acts or parts of acts, inconsistent with 

are hereby repealed. 

this act, CHA~.~27. 

[Approved lJIarch 22, 1844.J 

ChapteJ.· 12~. 
AN ACT additional to an act fol' the preservation of salmon, shad and ale­

wives, in the Penobscot river and bay, and their tl'ibutal'y streams. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and H01tse of Representatives in 
Legislatnre assembled, as follows: 

Inconsistent pro· 
visions repealed. 

Sections five and six of an act, entitled" an act for the preser- Act o~ March 23, 
. . . P b . d 1843, 10 part ro-

vatlon of salmon, shad and alewIves, III eno scot nvel' an bay, pealed. 

and theil' tributary streams," approved March twenty-third, one. 

thousand eight hundred and forty-three, so far as the same relate to 

the appointment and duties of deputy wardens, are hereby re­

pealed. 
[Approved MW'clt 22, 1844.J 

Chaptm.· ll~S. 

AN AC1' establishing town courts. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Honse of Representatives in 
Legislatitre assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. There shall be established, in every city, town and Courts of trial eB. 

I .. h' f . I I ~ tublished. p antatwn Il1 t IS state, a court or courts 0 tna, as lerealter pro-

vided, each court to consist of one justice of trials, who shall be To ~onsistofone 
justIce, how np· 

appointed and commissioned by the governor, with the advice and pointed. 

consent of the council, and shall hold his office for the term of Touure of office, 

seven years, according to the provisions of the constitution. Said Powers ofJuB­
justice shall have all the powers of a justice of the peace,and tiee. 

original jurisdiction of all suits of a civil nature, where the debt or 

other matter in demand, does not exceed twenty dollars, concur-

rent jurisdiction with the district courts in suits from twenty to one 

hundred dollars, excepting those actions where the title of real 

estate is put in issue by the pleadings filed in the case, by either 

party, 01' where a town is a party in the action. And each justice ~eeords and co­
shall keep full and fair records of his proceedings, and deliver fail' PIeS. 

copies thereof, when required: which, being duly certified, shall be Same to be evi­
evidence of as high character as the records of other courts now are deneb. 

by law; provided, however, that none of the provisions of this act Proviso. 


