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RESOLVES 

ot' THE 

STA'rE OF MAINE, 



AMERICAN ATHENJEUM, 

[COPY.] 
PARIS, February 1st, 1843. 

To His Excellency, 
Governor of the State of lIiaine, 

Augusta: 
Sm :-The citizens of the United States, temporary residents of this 

Capital, have instituted by the means of voluntary contribution, an 
" American AthenmulIl." The main object of this institution is to af. 
ford to every American visiting Paris, a place where each may have 
access to the principal newspapers and other periodical publications of 
the Union. Furthermore, in order to extend its usefulness beyond that 
of a mere reading room, the directors have in view both to make it a 
medium of communication, a sort of literary agency between societies 
and men of learning in the two hemispheres; and a centre of informa­
tion where those of Europe may gratify their desire of acquiring knowl­
edge on the state of society and the institutions of America. 

Our jurisprudence, it is well known, on many points is an object of 
studious enquiry in Europe. To mark it out to the world as worthy of 
example, must be our pride. To this end we are particularly desirous 
to collect all laws and statutes of the individual states, and, in general, 
every thing concerning American legislation and statistics. A com­
plete set of state laws, to the present time, to be continued hereafter, 
would be invaluable at this emporium of European knowledge, where, 
oftentimes, questions are propounded by jurists and other men of learn­
ing, which cannot be answered for want of the necessary references. 

It has occurred to us, sir, that in stating particularly our views to 
you, and through you to the legislature of your state, we might possibly 
obtain from its liberality, what the limited means of our young institu­
tion do not at present allow us to defray ourselves,-and at the same 
time, furnish our public men at home a fail' opportunity of performing 
a patriotic act abroad, by their contributing to an intellectual common 
stock, an American library of useful knowledge. 

Should you and the legislature deem proper to extend to us the pat­
ronage to which, in the nallles of our countrymen here, we make the 
present appeal: books, and all other objects destined for this useful 
purpose, by being placed in the hands of either r. Carrol Brent, Esq" 
Washington city, or VTilIiam n. Draper, Esq" No. 51, Beaver-street, 
New York, agents of the Athemeum, will safely reach the institution 
here. 

We are, sir, with great respect, 
Your very obedient servants, 

RENR Y LEDYARD, I ,,~ 
Charge d' Affaires of the U. S. at Par'is, ~ ~ 

0-" 
LORENZO DRAPER, ~ < 

Consul U, S" Paris, ,¥~ 
GEO. M. GIBBES, 1=1 ~ 
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210 AMERICAN ATHENJEUM.-COLORED CITIZENS. 

CHAP. 185. 

Resolves in favor of the American AthelHeum. 

rVhe1'eas, certain citizens of the United States resident in Paris, 
France, have establishcd by means of voluntary contribution, an 
institution in that city, for the purpose of collecting ill formation in 
relation to the jurispl'Udence, the state of society and tbe institutions 
of America, and have solicited the cooperation of this state, to aid 
them in effecting that object, therefore 

Secretary to fur- Resolved, That the secretary of state be authorized and directed 
nish Ameriean 
Athenreulll with to forward to the American Athenamrn at Paris one COI)Y of the 
certain I)ooks illHl ' , 
documents. revised statutes, one set of the private and special laws and resolves, 

and legislati ve documents up to ancl including the present year, and 
one set of Dr. Jackson's reports on the geology of Maine. 

Same subject. Resolved, That the laws ancl resol ves and legislative documents 

Rights of certain 
citii'.ens of this 
state. 

Prote,;!. 

of this state, be transmitted to said institution annually, until OthOl'­
wise directecl by the legislature. 

[ApPl'oved lIIarch 22, 1843.1 

Resolves in relation to the rights of certain citizens of this state. 

Resolved, That while we deprecate all interference with the so~ 
cial institutions ancl rights of other states, ancl while we holcl our­
selves bound by the stongest possible obligations to comply with 
every requisition of the constitution of the United States, and espe­
cially with that of section ~d, article 4th, we do hold the right of 
every citizen, colored or not colored, to the protection of that con­
s~itution in his person anel his property to be equally good. 

Resolved, That we do most solemnly, in behalf of the people o( 
tbis state, protest against the existence of any laws in any of dIe 
states, or territories of tbis Union, which subject our free colored 
citizens to the liability to be, arrested and imprisoned, and to be 
sold ,into slavery for the payment of the costs of such arrest and 
imprisonment-that we do protest against sllch laws as unconstitll­
tiollal and' as enclangering this Union. 

Resolved, That our senators in congress be instructed ancl our 
representatives requested to protest solemnly against such laws, and 
to Llse their best efforts to pl'ocUl'e the, repeal of all such laws within 
the states or territorial goyernments, if any such exist. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be forwarded 
to each of om senators and representatives in congress, unci to the 
govel'llor of each of OUl' states and territories. 

[Approved IIIal'cl! ~Z, 1843.] 


