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12 PEOPLE'S BANK.-"--FISH. 

AN AC'r udditional to an Act accepting the sll\'render of the charter 
of the People's Bank, Bangor. 

Be it enacted by the Senctte ctnd House of Rep-
1'esentatives -in Lpgislat1we assembled, That the 

Power. and Ii •. powers and liabilities continued to the People's 
billties continued Bank Bano'or by the second section of an Act two yeors from , b' , 

March 1840. accepting the surrender of the charter of said Bank, 
approved March twenty-first, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-eight, be and the same is hereby 
extended, for the term of two veal'S, from and after 
the twentieth day of March "in the year of our 
Lord one thousand.eight hundred and forty. 

[Approved Feb1'!tctl'Y 17, 1840. J 

AN AC'l' regulating the taldng of l"ish, and fol' the preservation 
thereof in the several rivers, and streams emptying into rivers in 
this State. 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
H01tse of Rep1'esentatives in Legislat1we assen/,
bled, That the County Commissioners in the sev

County Comlllis· eral Counties in this State, shall have the care of 
sioner. to have c: • til' {' I . 1 . 
the care of en· enlorcmg 1e regu atlOns lOr ta Hng aile preSerVll1g 
forcing the laws tl . Q I SI 1 ] Al ' . 11 . 
regulating the 1e pa Jnon, laC aue CWlves 1n a l'lvers and 
taldllg of Snlm- I I l ' l' I I 
on, Shad alld streams W len t ley may e eem It 101' t Ie genera 
Alewives, and l' I' l' 'C' d' 1 11 frnllltime to time gooe WIt 1m t 1elr respectIVe ountJes; an It s 1a 
examine all dallls b I' dr." . 11 d 
and obstructions e t lei!' llty lrom tIme to tllne to exarntne a ams 
til lha passnge of 1 b . .. 1 . 
Fi.sh, and deter· ane 0 structlOns 111 riVerS, ane streams emptyIl1g 
nllne, alter duo • t . . h' 1 S I 81 1 Al . 
notice, what are In 0 nvers In '''' IC 1 a mOll, lac or eWIVeS 
suitable fish ways b d ddt . ft d t" . . 
-to cause proper a oun an e el'mll1e a er ue no Ice In wntlllg to 
fi,h ways to be fl" d 1 I . 
made in certain one or more 0 t. 1e pal'tles llltel'este ane a leal'log 
case., thereon, what ·wollld be a sui"table fish "ray or 

passage way for fish in such dam or obstnwtion, 
not exceeding one foot in fifteen of the width of the 



FISH. 

river or stream at the dam. And after their deter .. 
mination, and twenty days notice, to be published 
in a ne\vspaper printed in the County, if any, and 
if not, in the State. paper, to the owner or o\vners 
thereof: tv build such fish way and to h:eep the same 
open; if such owner or owners shall neglect or 
refuse to prepare and open sllch fish way, then the 
County Commissioners shall prepare and open a 
sufficient passage'way for fish through such dam or 
ohstruction, at the expense of the owner or owners 

13 

thereof. And in case of refusal of the owner or Expenses incur" 

owners of such dam or obstructiol1 to pay the ex~ ~7,~h il1fi,;;PP'~:I~~ 
penses incurred in opening snch passage way within how paid. 

thirty days, the same shall be paid hy the County 
Treasurer; and the County A Horney shall com-
mence an action against snch owner 01' mvners for 
the same, and the damage recoverable shall be the 
amount paid and interest, at the rate of t\.velve per 
cent. until paid, and a lien fa l' the payment of said 
damages is hereby created on the mills and other 
property of 'whatever description, situ;:~ted onvsaid 
dam, whether belonging to the owners of said dam 
or to other persons, and commencing from the time 
said passage way shall be opened aforesaid; Pio-
vidal that any person aggrieved by any decision of Persons nggriev'-

I C C .. • b t' . t ed lIlav al'I'cnl to t le ounty OmnllSSlOnel'S, y en enng Il1 0 l'ecog- 13. J. Cuurt. 

nizance as in other cases of appeal, may have an 
appeal to the Supreme Court, who shall have power 
to reverse, rnodily or confirm snch decision; and if 
the appeal be not prosecuted at the rlext term of 
the Supreme Court, the decision of the County 
Commissioners shall be final and in full force. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the 
County Commissioners aforesaid, shall define and Extent nnd 11m. 

describe in writin o' the extent and limits of such its()rfish\V~)'5to • b J .. ~ be entered III the 
fish way and cause the same to be entered in the records or city, 

J • C town or plnntn .. 

records of the city, to,"vn 01' plantation in which the liou. 

said fish way is situated; and if any person shall Penalty for tal,. 

t I f I fi I r. . I . . I fi I Ing any Fish In a {e any 0 l 18 ]S 1 illOI esalC I 111 any suc 1 s 1 'way, 01' lIear any fish 
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way, ot within Cir lvithin the space of t\yenty feet on each side t.here ... 
fifty feel of any • 
dan! or dams of, and extendil1O' of the same wIdth fifty feet beloW' 
whIch requir~ b 
fish ways, ot fot such fish ,yay ai' yvithin fifty feet abore or below 
nbst1"l1ctlllg the ... ' 
pU3sagfl of fish any dam or dams erected or which may hereaftel' 
between 1st of • • 
.lIIay und 15th of be erected on any such l'lYe1' or stream, 'which 
July. . ' 

reqUIres a fish way to be made thl'Ough the' same, 
or shall by placing any impediments in or near such 
fish way, or by any other means hinder at' obstruet 
the passage of fish up, throngh, or over such fish 
way, between the first day of May and the fifteenth 
day of July in each year, the person so offending 
shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not less than five 
dollars 1101' more than ten dallal'S for each and every 
offence; and by the fifteenth day of July of each 

Weirs tohestrip. year all weirs shall be stripIJed so as to admit of a ped by the ] 5th. c ,. • • c:: 

of J!,ly, so as to fl'ee passage of fish thl'Ouo'h the same: and in case 
ndmlt of the free l. b 
passage offish, of refusal or neglect, the o'l"ner or owners thereof, 

shall forfeit a sum not exceeding ten dollars nor less 
than five dollars per day until the same shall be 
stripped as aforesaid, to be recovered in an action 
of debt, to the use of the County within which 
such offence is committed. 

SE C. S. Be it jurthe1' enacted, That all 
Former octs ro Acts and parts of Acts in relation to taldng and 
pealed. preserving Pickerel and Trout in ponds and streams, 

be, and the same are hereby repealed: and that all 
Acts and parts of Acts, heretofore existing in this 
State, in relation to the taking and preservation of 
Salmon, Shad and Alewives in all rivers and 
stl;eams, be, and the same are hereby repealed, 
except 'where an interest therein has been vested in 

- any town-P1'ovided howevc1' that all suits or pros-
Proviso. 

ecutions now pending may be proceeded in to final 
judgment and execution, unless the defendants shall 
pay the costs of said prosecutions, in the same man .. 
ner as if this Act had not been passed. And this 
Act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its approval by the Governor. 

[.f.1ppl'ovecl Febl'IlW'Y 18, 1840.] 


