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476 FRANKLIN COUN1'Y, 

Challtcl' 228 •. 

AN ACT establishing the County of Frnnklin. 

SECTION 10 Be it enacted by the Senate ancl House 
qf Representatives in Legislatu1'e assemblecl, That 

Territory. from and after the date of the proclamation of the 
GbverI;lOl' as is hereinafter provided, the towns OfN ew 
Shar()n,Ohestervi1le~ Wilton, Temple and Farming~ 
ton in the Oounty of ""lCennebec; and Jay,Oarthage, 
'Weld, Berlin, Madrid, Townships numbered six; 
Letter E. and D. in the Oounty of Oxford, thence ex~ 
tending northerly from tlle north~"vest cornel' of Letter 
D. on the line betwixt Townships numbered three 
andf6ur, . through th:e .several ranges. of Townsh~s. to 
Oanada hne, so as to mclude three t1ers of TownshIps 
west of the west line of the Bingha11IPurchase in said 
Oounty of Oxforcl; amI Industry, New Vineyard, 
Strong, A von~Phillips, Freeman, Salem, Kingfield, 
Townships numbered four in the fit'st Range west of 
Kingfield, three and four in the second Range and 

. the south half of Township nUliIbered four in the third 
Range of the Bingham Pm'chase in the Oounty of 
SomeI'set, be and hereby are constituted and made a 
County by the name of Franklin, whereof Farming-

Nnm. "nd shire ton shall be the shire town' and the inhabitalits of 
town. "' 

saicl territory, towns and plantations, from and after 
the date of the proclamation of the Governor, as is 
hereinafter provided, shall have and possess, use and 
enjoy, all the powers, rights, privileges and iminuni­
ties, and be subject to all the uuties which by the 
constitution an(l laws of this State; are granted to and 
imposeu upon the inhabitants of other connties. 

SECT. 2. Be it further enacted, That from and 
after the uate of the proclamation of the Governor, as 

C.C,PlenBtimeB is hereinafter provided, there shall he annually ho1{Jen 
ofbolding. t F . t 'th' d .I' 'd C t f F I a al'mmg on, WI III an '101' sal Olin y 0 ran {~ 

lin, two terms of the Oourt of Common Pleas, one on 
the first Tuesday of September, and the other on tIle 
first Tuesday of March; and there shall be annually 
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held one term of the. Bupl'eme Judicial Court at Farm­
ington within and for said County of .Franklin, by 
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two or more Justices thereof, on the second 'I'uesday B .. J. COllrt time 

after the fourth Tuesday of May annually, the first orlwlding. 

1erm to be held in the year of Ollr Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-nine, at which terms. the 
Justices of said Courts shall have and exercise the 
same powers and j ul'isdiction as they now have or may 
have and exercise in any £lther county-and after the 
date of the proclamation of the .Governor, as isherein~ 
after provided, there shall be held, annually, meet-
ings of the County Commissionel~s at Farmington 
within amI for said County of Franklin on the last c. County Com­

Tuesday of April and last Tuesday of December, ex- missiOl!erstimes 
ofhoJdmg. 

cept the first meeting, which first meeting shall he held 
on the first Tuesday of August next. And the County 
Commissioners for said County oCFranklin shall have 
and exercise all the llowers,-aml do and perform all 
the duties, whioh County Commissioners in other 
~ounties do and perform. 

SECT. 3. Be it f~/.1'ther enacteil, That there s11all Court Prob.to 

C f P · . 1 times ofholdillg. 
be a ourt 0 ·robate 1ll and. for saHL County to be 
hehl at snch times and places as shall be designatml by 
the Judge of said Comt or by law; aud the Judge of 
said Comt shall have tile same powers amI exercise 
the same jurisdiction and perform the same duties as 
Judges of Probate have, exercbie and perform in other 
counties. 

SECT. 4. Be it furthe1' enacted, That fl',om and 
after the first (lay of May in the year of our L(ml one 
thousand eight hUllllred and thirty-nine, all business Actions, &c. 

I . .1 I' I I commenced or ant actIOns, matters anu t nngs, commence( ant en- llending whers 

t d · tl S J d' . 1 Ct' tl t' to be tried. ere In Ie) upreme n ICla our s III 1e coun les 
of Kennebec, Somerset and Oxford; and ·from and 
after tlle first day of August next, all actions, snits, 
matters and things commenced, entered and pending 
in the Courts of Common Pleas in the counties of 
KenneLe.c, Somerset and Oxford, involving title to 
real estnte situated in the County of Franklin, or where-
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in the original pHtintiif or plaintiifs,petitionel' 01' peti. 
tionel's,one or m.ore of them lives O1l resides in the 
County of Franklin, may be, and all indictments for 
offences committed in the County of Franklin, and all 
original prosecutions, with all recognizances, scire fa­
cias and suits in which the State is a party,and the 
adverse party lives or resides in the County of Frank~ 
lin, entered into 01" pending in either of said· Courts, 
at the times befOl'e mentioned, shall be transferred. to 
and be entered, heard and have day in, be proceeded 
upon and tried in the Courts to be held by law in the 
County of Franli.lin; and all papers and documents 
belonging to said actions, cases, suits, indictments, 
criminal prosecutions and matters filed in the offices 
ofthe respective Clerks ofthe Judicial Courts for the 
Counties of Kennebec, Somerset and Oxford, shall 
be by said Clerks delivered over to the Clerk of the 
Judicial Courts for the County of Franklin-and all 
and every petition, process, matter 01' thing, which on 
the last Tuesday of Aprilllext lllay be pelHlingbefore 
the County Commissioners in said Oounties of Kenne­
bec, Somerset and Oxford, shall be proceeded on 
and finally settled by said County Commissionel's­
and all business which shall be pending before the 
Courts of Probate in the said Counties of Kennebec, 
Somerset and Oxford at the time this Act goes into 
effect, shall be decided and settled in said Probate 
Courts, in the same manner as if this Ad had not 
passed; and the several Courts for the above purpo­
poses, may issue and direct any and every necessary 
writ, warrant, commission and process, to the officers, 

l. magistrates and citizens of said County of Franklin, 
which writs, warrants, commissions and process, shall 
be respected and obeyed by said officers, magistrates 
and citizens of said County of Franklin under the 
!1ame penalties, as if the Same issued from said Courts 
sitting in said County of Franklin. 

Taxes already SECT. 5. Be it .f'U'rthe1' enctcted, That the sever-
ill5sessed how to .f I ... 

be.collected and al towns and plantatIons, wlthm the Oounty of Frank­
pUld. 
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lin, their officers and agents, shall pay to the Treas-
urers of the several Counties. of Kennebec, Somer-
set and Oxford, respectively, in the same manner as 
they have paid previous to the passing of this Act 
their clue proportions of all county taxes, granted, ap-
portioned and assess.ed, prior to the passing of this 
Act; and saiel Counties shan have the same right and 
authority to collect said taxes as though this Act had 
not passed: Provided however, that in case this Act Proviso. 

shall go into effect, the towns and plantations within 
said County of Franklin shall not be he1<1 to. pay' any 
taxes, which lUay be assessed for the presenf year, for 
the purpose of (lefraying the expenses or debts of eith-
er of said Counties of Somerset, Kennebec or Ox-
ford. 
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SECT. 6. Be it -PHl'the1' enactell, That the Sn- 8 .. T. Conrt. of • • J I Kennebec, Som~ 
preme JudICIal Oourts of the Counties of Kennebec, erset and Ox-

S 1 0 .I' d 1 III 1 .. I' , ford to have JU­Ol11erset aU( XIOr, S la laVe t Ie same JurlS( IctlOn risdietion for a 
'I 1 'I' I f h.l' 1''-' d flHnited time. h 1 the seCOll( ues( ay a tel' t e 10Ul't I J. des ay 0 

May, in the yeal' of our Lord one thousand eight hun­
dred and thirty -nine, as if this Act had not passed. 

SECT. 7. Be it -Purthe1' enacted, That for all pur- Congres.sionnl & • J I. • SenatorIal Dis. 

Poses relatmg to the elechon of RepresentatIVes to triets to remain 
• as heretofore. 

Congress, and of Senators and RepresentatIves to the 
Legislature of this State, and Councillors, the several . 
'portions of the County of FrankIin shall be and remain 
part~ of the districts to which they respectively belong-
ed before the passing of this Act. 

SECT. 8 Be it further e1wcterZ, That all officers 
within and for the County of Franklin having author. Prisoners or 
. ' . 1 bt t J 'I h 11 b debtors to be lty to CommIt any pl'lsoner or (e or 0 aI, s a e committed n. 

, , 1.1' I fi heretofore for authorIzed and reqUlre( 101' t Ie term of ve years from five years, &c. 

amI after the passing of this Act, if so long required 
by the County of Franklin, to commit such prisoner 
or debtor to the Jail in the Counties of Kennebec and 
Somerset, in the same manner as like officers of the 
respect~ve Counties last aforesaid were by law author-
ized and required to do before the passing of this Act 
-and the Keepers thereof are hereby authorized and 
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Proviso. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

required to receive and detainin their custody all such 
prisoners and debtors; and all persons so committed 
to Jail, iu either of the Counties of"Itennebec or Som­
erset, from the County of Franklin, shall be entitled 
to the same rights and privileges as though they livecl 
01' had their homes in the County wltere committed as 
afores~id-, andH is hereby required ,and made the dll­
tyof all magistrates and civil officers of the Counties 
of Kennebec and Somerset respectively to do anel per­
forinall acts and duties relating to such prisoners and 
debtors as they are authorized' and requhed by law 
to do and perform for other prisoner" or (lebtors al'­
rested or 'committed within their respective Counties.-
Provided howevei', that the County of Franklin shall 
be liable to pay to the respective Counties of Kennebec 
and Somerset all expense 01' damage which mayor 
shall arise or accrue from such commitments. 

oll,SECT. 9,' ,Be it fU7·the.r enacted, Tfhat thCe first 
Treasuret' ~ u 
Register 'or.County Treasurer and RegIster of Deeds or the oun-
Deeu. how to ' 'f F ki' 1 'Ii b' < 1 • th ' bo choson. tyo, ,ran In, s Ia e c lOsen In e same manner 

and with the same tenure of office, as is pl'ovided by 
law when vacancies happen by death or resignation. 

, , SECT. 10. Be, it j~Lt7'the'r enacted, That all Justi-Certnin officers , 
now in commi.- ces of the Peace amI of the Quorum, and all persons 
.ion to continne 't d' t I' f "1 ffi ' 11 . in the new coun- appom e 0 qua I y CIYl 0 cers, a persons appomt-
ty. ed to solemnize marriages, and all Coroners duly 

'commissioned and'qualifie(l to act as such, within and 
for the respective Counties of Kennebec, Somerset 
and Oxford, who shall, when this Act takes effect, re­
side in the County of Franklin be and they hereby 
~H'e authorized and empowered to act as such within 
and for the County of Franklin, during the time for 
which they were appointed"and commissioned and a­
greeablyto the tenure of their respective offices. 

Justice. of nia SECT. 11. Be it further enacted, That the respec­
Pence to is.uo tive Justices of the Peace for the counties of F ennebec executions &0. .\... , 

In tho newcoun- Somerset and Oxford, who shall reside in the Oounty 
ty. of Franklin, when this act takes effect, be, and they 

hereby are, authorized to issue executions on all juug-
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ments and recognizances, recovered 'or takenbefol'e 
them respectively~ audto . uo, pei'foi'Ilr and fiiIisb 'all 
matters and thlngs'commenceUitir pell'ding beforetheIU' 
respectively,in sai(l official capacity, pri6i·to the· date 
ofthe Govern'or's'proclaniatidn afol'esaid, as theymight 
have done had'this act not been passed~ , 
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SECT. 12. Be it !twther enacted, That until a 
Regtstc)" of Deeds for the County of Franklin shall,he 
appointed 'and qi.lalHied, all deeds and conveya.nces of 
real estate' alidother documents entitled to regish;tin Deeds, &c.-
a Register of Deeds' Office,' for the County ~f F).'ahli..~, ~i.I::::d~o b. ro­

lin, may be recorded in such office'fOl;,the respeCllv'e' 
counties of I{ennebec, Somerset alid Oxford, in the 
sa'me manner, as if this act had not. beenpass'ed; and 
such Registry shall have the same effectr as"thohgh i'e-
corded by a Register1rt' Deeds for the County Of Frank-
lin. 

SECT. 13. Be it furthe1 1 enacted, That the Gov­
ernor and Council, from and after the passage of this 
Act, are authorized and empowered to nominate and 
appoint a Sheriff a Clerk of the' Judicial Courts Certain oO!COl'S ,. . , to be aPPOinted 
J udp'e and Rep'ister of Probate, County Commission- Il'om and allor 

;:, .0. • • . , the passage of 
ers, and all CIVIl officers that It IS or may be legal for this net. 
them to appoitlt foi' the County of Franklin, who may 
enter upon the duties of their resp.ective offices· from 
and after the time when this Act shall take effect. 

SECT. 14. Be it fHrther enacted, That this bill Actllot to ' tak. 
shall not P'O into operation and become a law unless a etf~ct).'unle •• ,~ 

• • ;:, 1 '~ •. ,moJorlty of' le-
maJorIty of the legal voters who shall vote 00 saldgalv~lters.od ... 
question within the limits· of the proposed new cOUlity, termllle. 
and persons in unorganized plantations who would be r. l'ft I 

• • ,,<-un 1 cnt on of 
entItled to vote for senators, Were such plantattons 01'- voters,&c. 
ganized, who shall have the privilege of voting in towns 
01' organized plantations in the yicinity of snch [un Jorga-
llizeu plantations, shall vote in favor of the same, which 
votes shall be received, sorted, counted, declared and 
sealed up in the same manner as . votes for Senators to 
the Legislature of this State, and said votes shall be Vote' wheu to 
returned into the, Secretal'y of State's office witfliu.fif .. bo r.turned. 

5 
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te~n .days from the time snch meeting shall be holden, 
a.nd it shall be the (Iuty of the Governor and Council 
to: op.enand· exa~ine said votes; and if a majority of 
the votes legally returned shall he. in favol' of a new 
cQunty, the GovernOI~ shall proclaim the fact by proc~ 
lamation, and this Act shall take·eft'ect.from and after 

Town nnd plan- the date of sai4 proclamation. And said town and 
~~~~ ~li:ti~g. plantation.llleetings, for the purposes aforesaid, sh,allbe 

ci~ll~~ an(l,notifiec1 in the usual manner, anc1 shall be 
Time of holding holden On the second Monday of April nexL· And it 
same. ; ~ ": i " " , ;. '. '. '. • 

. ,:shallbethe duty of. the Secretary of State forthwIth to 
" ftirnish. the selectmen of each town amI the assessors. 
of'each Qrganized plantati(;m, embraced within the lim­

Dlauks, &e. how its.ofJ?~~dpropose(l ~ew county, .one printed copy of 
flu-nished. thIS' ,Aqt, and a suffiCIent number of, blank returns. 

[.!lppj·oved by tlte GovemlW M"M'ch 20, 18S8:J 

AN ACT'in addition to all Act concernlpg the public money .. apportioned to tile State.o 
Mnlue, passed February twenty·eighth ill the year eighteen h~mdre~ and thirty.eiglll. 

Be'it enacted by the Senate and· House of Rep1'e~ 
sentatives in' Legislatu1'e assembled; That the seve­

Cities, &c. au. ra1 cities, towns and p1antationsinthis State,arehere­
Ihorized to call by authorized and empowered to call meetinp'sfor the meetings for ~ 

~rt~lgtrur~~~~: pm~pOS'~fJ mentioned in said &.ct ~t.other times .than in 
!~~A~~IIMnrch the monthfJ of lVIarchor April i:\sthey. may see fit,. by 

.. ; .:,'giyihg legal and proper notice of the same. 
[.!lppl'olled by the GOVel'no}' :,Mal·ch9l.0, 18S8.] 

Chaptel' 330. 

AN ACT providing for the appointment of Agents for delnandlng and receiving fllgitivea 
from Justice. . 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives in. Legislatw'e assembled, That 
the Governor of this State, in any case authorized by 


