
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



PUBLIC ACTS 

01' THE 

STATE OF -MAINE, 

PASSED BY THE 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE, 

AT !'l'S SESSION, HELD IN JANUARY, 1885. 

Published ag"ooably to the Resolve of JUIlO 28, 1820. 

AUGUSTA: 

WILLIAM 1. COIl·DON ...... PRINTER 1'0 THE STATE, 

1835. 



INNHOLDERS, RETAILERS, &c.-SALMON, &c. 801 

ClmllteD' 193. 

AN ACT in addition to an Act hereinafter named. 

SECT. 1. Be. it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Rep1'esentatives, in Legislatu're assem­
bled, 'rhat the following pro~isions be added to an 
act for the regulation of Innholders, Retailers and 
Common Victuallers approved March 13, 1884., 
viz.-In addition to the mode of recovery provided 
in said act, any fine, forfeiture or penalty may be re-
covered by complaint orindictment before any Court . 
f · .. d" . d ..!'. h Forfe.lures may o competent JUl'lS lCtIOn an prosecutlOns lor t e be recove,'ed by 

same may be by any person or persons, or in the c,?mplaintol' in-. f . d,ctment. 
name of the mhabitants 0 any town, plantatIOn or 
city where the offence was committed. And no 
prosecuting officer shall discontinue any legal pro­
cess commenced or to be commenced under this or 
the former act, except by direction of the Court. 

[Approved by the Gove1'no1', JVlc/1'ch 24, 1335.] 

AN ACT for Ihe preservation of the Salmon, Shad and Alewive Fishodes, 
in Penobscot Bay and River, and their tributary waters. 

SECT. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Rep1'esentatives, in Legislatu're assem-
bled, That from and after the passing of this Act, Weirs, &c. in 

11 ' d c: h f k' 1 Penobscot nay a well's erecte lor t e purpose 0 ta mg sa mon, and River to be 

shad and alewives in Penobscot river and bay or the removed before , 30th July aUIlI/-

streams emptying into the same, shall be by the per- ally. 

son or persons interested therein: entirely removed 
or demolished on or before the thirtieth day of July 
annually.-And in case the person or persons so in­
terested shall fail to remove or demolish the same 
within the time before prescribed, he, she or they Penally fo,' neg­

shall forfeit and pay the snm of fifty dollars.-And lect. 
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l~ish-wnl'clenB it shaH be Imvful for any fish warden duly appointed 
may "emove the I l' t "tl . . fl' t 
"lima arte,' 30th anc sworn aCCOl'Cllng 0 Ie proVISIOns 0 t lIS ac" 
July, and they are hereby authorized to remove any such 

weir, so standing after the thirtieth day, of July in 
each year, and to demand and recover by action of 
debt, from the person ljcensed to erect the same, or 
from the o"vner or owners thereof, a reasonable com­
pensation therefor. 

SECT. 2. Be it fU1,the?' enacted, That every 
\Yei"SI?bepl'O- such weir shall be provided with a gate or passage 
v,ded w,th gates way for said fish at least three feet wide, and extend-

ing Ii'om the bottom 01' floor thereof to the highwa~ 
tel' line, which gate shall be in the pound or apart­
ment thereof where such fish are secured and taken. 
And said gate shall be left open 'and without imped­
iment to the passage of said fish during the time re­
quired by this act, on penalty in either case, of twen­
ty dollars. . 

SECT. 3. Be it further enacted, That in case 
Pen~IIY fot' e- any weir be erected or continued in any of the wa-
rectTllg 01' con.. 1". • I 'I I I' f h S 1 
tinuing wei" tel'S aJoresalC WIt lout t Ie lCense 0 t. e e ectmen 
'~ithont Jl~"mis- contl'o'uOllS to the place where the erection or contin-SlOn of Select- b • 

men, uance of such weir is contemplated, any person who 
shall be intere.<;ted or concerned in the erecti()n there­
of shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars to the 
use of the county in which the offence occurs; to 
be recovered by indictment in any Court propeJ..' to 
try the same in such county.-And no well' shall be 
erected across any stream, or within six rods of any 
fish way so as to impede the pass,age of sqid fish at 
such times as are by this act prohibited, under like 
penalty. 

SECT, 4. Be it fU1,the1' enacted, That the time 
'l'ime allowed during which any person or persons shall be allow­
fo\' tailing fish ed by this Act to tal{e 01' impede the passage of said 
in weirs. 

fish in weirs, or in salmon or shad nets attached to 
the shores of said waters, or by drifting therewith, 
or in dip-nets 01' otherwise-shall be between sunrise 
on Monday -and sunset on Saturday in each weel{-
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and between the first day of April and the tenth 
day of July; and if found so taking them at any oth- P.~alties fo,' 

t · h h h 11 i'. f' 'd . th f takwg at other er lme e or t ey s a lor elt, an pay e sum 0 time •• 

ten dollars for each offence and costs of prosecntion. ~ 
Apd in addition thereto he or they shall incur a pen-
alty of one dollar for each salmon so caught, for 
e'ach shad twenty-five cents, and for each alewive 
h\'o cents. And he or they shall also forfeit any 
boat or boats, liet or other machine found employed 
for the purpose and in the bnsiness of taking such 
fish, togetller with ~uch fish as may be fo:qnd therein. 

SECT. 5. Be ~t furthe1' enacted, That the sev- CountyCommis­

era! Courts of County Commissioners in the Coun- .ione,'. of HaAo 
. , eocl,. Penobscot 

ties of Hancock, Penobscot and Waldo, at their alld Waldo to 

session next' preceding the first day of ,May :m~ ,v~~:;~~.,Fi.h. 
~ually, shall appoint some snitableperson in each 
of their respective counties to b~ a fish warden, who 
s~all be sworn to the faithful discharge of his trust. 
Arid it shall be .t~e duty o~ such fish wardens, or Thei,' powe ... 

~ny two of them Jomtly, or (m case of refhsal or neg:- and dllties, 

l~ct of such Court to appoint, or of any fish warden 
~y them appointed to discharge the duties assigned 
~im by this Act) of anyone of them, as soon as may 
penftel; the tenth day of May annually, to examine 
jf there be suffiCient and convenient passage or fish 
",ays for salmon, shad and alewives to pass and re-
p~ss any dam or any other obstruction in or across 
$ald waters or any part of them wherein salmon, 
~ha4 or'alewives have usually passed, northwardly 
pf th~ southerly line of Northport and Castine, and 
ifin tl,Ie opinion of said fish-ward or wardens any. pas-
sage or sluiceway by or through any dam or other 
impediQ'lent in said waters shall not be sufficient for 
the free' passage of said fish, or if there be no pas-
~age or sluiceway at any dam or if there shall be 
pny obstruction in said waters said fish ward or 
wardens shall forthwith give notice to the owner or 
occupant of such dam of such insufficiency, and of 
what is required to make such passage orsluic€way 
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sufficient and' convenient, 01' to niake such new pas~ 
~age Qt' sluiceway, and of the time in 'which, the 
same shall be done, giving a reasonable titriethere­
for; and if such owner or occupant shall not within 
the time allowed, make such passage or sluiceway, 
said fish ward or Wardens may make Ot' cause to be 
made, such convenient and snffil?ient passage or 
sluice~vay iri a suitable and economical mamierat 
the expense of such owner or occupant. Aile;! for 
the rec(),\Tering of such expense shall have, ahd main,.. 
tain anaction of debt in anyqourt ptoper to try the 
same in apy, county i~ which' such passage ,oi' sluice-
way may-bet ' , , ,",', " ' , , ' " '. '" 

SECT. 6. Be it further enacted, 'fhat"eacli 
" fish wllrden appointed and'sworn as proyided'inthe 

fi(th section of ,this Act shall be entitled to receive 
Compensation as a comperisati()'n' for each and, every day he sha,H 
of lish,w!lI'den. be employed in t~~, duti~s, .r~qui~ed,o( hhn .by'thJs 

Act, two dollars and fifty centsfi'omtHe:county III 
which he l'esides. " ,'., 'i ' " '..,' 1 

. 'SECT. 7~Be it further enacted, That the SCi-
Selectmen o( lectmen of the sevel'al towns,and4.ss~ssors ofplah:­
!~~~s~~:I!OI~~ tations iri whichtliis,Act is made Jo, operate and 
Bue for.penalties take effect, shall on or before, the first. day. Of M,;ay 
~~~ seIze hoats, annually, appoirit one or more !su~t(l'ble p~r~on.o~' 

persons, as in their opinion may be'necessary, whb 
shall be s\yorn to the f<iithful discharge of their tr.rist; 
whose duty it shall be, and they are herd.byabthor­
ized to sue for and· recover, all fines and forfeitl:!rt~s 
incurred by. a violation of, thiS,'Act (excepting ;as 
provided in the fifth section thereof,) before any Jus­
tice of the Peace, or in ~ny Court ofcOlppetentjuris:. 
diction in the county where ,such fine or'foi'feiture'is 
incurred. And also'to sei~e any poat, net o~' oth~ 
er machine' agreeably to the' fourth sectiohof this 
Act,and to sell the same at public vendue, .~t·st 
posting up a notice in writing in some public Rla~e 
in th~ townwhel'e seized, and where to be sqld" 
specifying the time and place of sale; arid the time, 
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place and cause of seizure for the space of three 
days next after such seizure and before the sale as 
aforesaid. And of all' such fines and forfeHures one Penallies how 

moiety shall be for the use and benefit of the prose- approprialed. 

cutor, and the other for the use and benefit of the 
town in which such penalty is incurred or such sei-
zure made. 

SECT. 8. Be it jU1,thM' enacted, That for 
each "weir licensed by the Selectmen pursuant to 
the provisions of the third section of this Act, there 
shall be paid to them' by the person to whom license 
is granted, the sum offifty cents. And to each town Snlll to be paid 

I t t· fi 1 d . "t d t t tl Selectmen lor or p an a.lOn "s 1 war en appom e pursuan 0 Ie granUnglicense. ' 

ninth section thereof, the,sum of one dollar per day, 
for each and every, day he shall be actually employ-
ed in, thedisdlarge 9f the! dntiespertaining to his 
said office, shall be paid by the town or plantation 
for which he is so appointed. ' 
" SEQ'r.' 9. Bejt JurtlteJ' enacted, That the lock Lock and "Inice 

and slui¢e through the dam belonging to the Eastern ~~) ~:st:~'ffi~:~~~ 
River, Lock and! SllliceCompany at the miIlson sluice if Ilept 

Eastern River in Orland, shall; be tal~enand deem- open. 

ed ,a: sufficient ,sluiceway or p~ssage for salmon, 
shad and alewives as r,equired bythi,s ,Act, provid-
ed said compEinyShaU from the: tenth day of l\lay to 
the thirtieth day of J.une :annuallycause the, low~l' 
gi'eat gates and the ,upper small gates in. said locl\~ 
to be kept open at all [times, e4cepting when boats, , 
or r~fts are passing, the same. ," . ; : 
, SECT.: 10. Be it JuNheT e?lacted,That all Acts Forme!' Acta 

:existirig and,.in force prior i to the passage of this repealed. 

Act, in relation to the aforesaid fishe~'ies" be and 
hereby' are repealed, P1'ovided howeve1', That Proviso. 

"an Act to regulate the taking of alewives jnWins:-
low's stream ,and in Leache's stream in the town of 
'Penobscot," passed in the, year of our, Lord one 
thousand. eight hundred and twenty-eight; shall be, 
and remain in full ,force, any thing in this Act tg 
the contrary notwithstanding. And P1'ovided Jm'- 1'rO\iso. 
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the?', That the provisions of this Act shall not ex­
tend to that part of Piscataquis River at and above 
the Great Falls in the to"~n of Dover. 

[.approved by the Gove1'nor, Jl;Iarch 24, 1835.] 

Chapter 193'. 

AN ACT for the relief of Poor Debtors. 

SEOT. 1. Be it enacted by the Sehate and 
House of llepl'esentatives, in Legislature·assem,;, 

No person 10 be bled, That no person shall be arrested on any suit 
ar!'esled in a,ny founded on contract express or implied bond or oth-
8U1t whero Ol'lg- . ' 
inal debt is leis erspecialty, or on a judgment on contract where 
thun ten dolhm, the sum demanded, nor on any execution issued on 

any judgment where thl( debt or damages are les! 
than ten dollars, nor on any suit on a judgment- or 
an execution issued on a judgment founded on any 
prior judgment, where the original debt or damages 
are less than ten dollars. 

SECT. 2. Be it further enacted, Toat in all 
other cases on contracts express or implied, bond or 
other specialty, or on a judgment in civil actions, no 

No person 10. be person' shall· be arrested or imprisoned onmeshe pro-
arresled or Im- d -: h 'h' . . 
pl'isoncd in any cess, an no sucprocess s all run 'agamst the body 
caS9 except as f h d bt- o· . h 11 n b' t d is h91'0in provid- 0 SUC e or n r s a a y person e arres e or 
ed. . imprisoned on any execution issued on· any judg-

ment, on such contract, bOlld, specialty or judgment, 
nor shall any such execution run against the body of 
such person, except as hereinafter excepted. ' 

SE 0 T. S.. Be it further enltcted,That any 
Any person n- person may be arrested on mesne process, on any 
boUI f II"!?O contract, bond, specialty or judgment, mentioned in 
oulo I Ie tslale d' f h' A d h ld b 'I 
may be al'l'csled the secon sectIOn 0 t IS ct, an e to at or 
if credilol' 'd" h h' b t t d - t d make.oalh,&c. commItte to prIson, W en e IS a ou 0 epar an 

establish his residence beyond the limits ofthis State, 
with property or means exceeding the amount re-


