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PUBLIC LAND, 

same extent, and their bond shall be so varied as 
to cover any liability wbich may accrue in such man~ 
ner and the monies which may arise in either of the 
ways afol'esaid, shall be accounted for by the execu
tor or executors, administrator or administrators in 
their account of administr.ation. 
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SECT. 5. Be it jtl1·ther enacted, That any PeI'Sons, liable 
. 1 I 11 b I' 131 t f'. d as BUl'elles IllOY person W 10 S la e Ia e as sure y lor any eceas- exhibit the;" 

ed persons whose estate has been represented insol- cJ?in,'s io COIll-
, • mlSSlOnel'S. 

vent, or shall have any other contmgent claim against 
such estate, may exhibit the same to the commis
sioners, ,,"ho. may upon proof thereof, include the 
amount by them allowed in their return; but they 
shall in such return distinguish such claims fi'om the 
other claims, and briefly state the nature of the 
same. 

[JlPP1'ovccl by the GOVC1'lWl', Mal'eh ~N, 1835,] 

Cballtel' j 92. 
AN ACT udditionnl, to promoto the snle ond settlement of the Public Lnhd. 

SECT. 1. Be it enacted by the S·enate and 
House of Repl'esentatives, in Legislatu1'e assem-
bled, That there shall be appointed and commis· Surveyor Ge~
sioned in manner prescribed by the Constitution, a i'~'~~B ~~ t:'~J~~ 
Surveyor General, whose duty it shall be to survey pointed, 

and superintend, and direct in the surveying the pub-
lic land, and perform the other duties herein provid-
ed, or whIch may be prescribed by law, and whose H' I d 

1 0 D · . f IS sa al'y an salary S lall be ne Thousand : ollars 111 lieu 0 all tel'llI of office. 

other compensation, and who shall hold his office 
for the term of four years, unless sooner removed by 
the Governor and Council. 

SECT. 2. Be itju1·thel' enacted, That the Snr- Empowered to 

veyor General shall have power to employ such as- ~~fs~int OBsist

sistants and other persons as he may deem necessa-
ry, to carry into effect the provisions of this Act, 
for whose conduct he shall be responsible, and 

8 



296 PUBLIC LAND, 

whose services shall be certified by him, and their 
accounts audited, and compensation fixed by the 
Governor and Council. . 

SEOT. 3. Be it furthe1' enacted, That said 
SUI'veyor and Surveyor and his assistants shall be under oath for 
assistants to be the faithful discharge of their duties and that du-unde,' oath Rnd , 
not concerned in ring the term of their employment, they will not be 
the purchase of d' I . d' tl d' th h f Siale lands, uect y or m lrec y concerne m' e purc ase 0 

any land or timber. belonging to the State. And 
if said Surveyor or any'assistant shall' be so con
cerned in any such purchase, he shall forfeit and 

Penalty for so pay a sum not exceeding Twenty 'rIlOusand Dol
doing. lars to be recovered by indictment in the Supreme 

Judicial Court, or Court of Common Pleas, and 
moreover shall be removed from his office or em
ployment. 

SEOT. 4. Be it fU1'thM' enacted, That the 
Govel'no,' and Gove1,"nor and Council and Land Agent for the 
O?unoil to con- time being shall constitute a Board under ,xThose !t,tute a board < n 
fo,' dil'ecting direction all surveys shall be made and the Gov-
surveys, eruor and Council be and they are hereby vested 

with full authority to settle and determine all dis
putes which may arise between the Land Agent 
and Surveyor General in the discharge of their of
ficial duties. 

SEOT.5. Be itfu1,ther enacted, That no town
No township to ship or tract of land belonging to this State not al-
be Bold until sur- d .1 i". I' h 11 b Id veyed and lot- rea y surveyeu lor sett mg, s a e so by the 
t~d. Land Agent until all the land in such township or 

tract shall be surveyed a1~d lotted, the land suitable 
for farming into lots not exceeding one hundred and 
seventy acres each and the remaining land in such 
township or tract into lots not exceeding seven hun-

Surveyor to dred acres each; and in each case, the Surveyor 
make rnaps of h lilt 1 f tl I d land and de- S a rna {e an accurae map or p an 0 Ie an s as sur-
scribe the B:1me. veyed, on "vhich he shall describe and define, as near 

as may be, the growth, quality of the ~oil, lakes, 
ponds, rivers, streams, falls or mill sites, and the road 
or roads, which may in his opinion b0 necessary, and 
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Inake return thereof together with the field notes, 
to the Land Agent, in three months after~ he shall 
have performed the same. And an estimate of the 
distance of each lot of timber land from any stream, 
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in which the timber can be -floated to market ; and Plan nnd field 

the plan and field notes or a copv thereof. shall be note. to be kept 
. '" d' B in Land Office. kept III the Land office, at Augusta an angor, and open to ill-

and be open for inspection and copying at all times, .pectlOn. 

when the Land Agent 01' his assistant shall be in 
either of said offices; and they shall be exhibited at 
the places where, and during the time when, any of 
said land is offered at auction; and it shall be the Duties of Land 

duty of the Land Agent, and all persons by him Agent. 

employed in the business relating to his otJice, to 
give every facility for said examination·and copying, 
and to communicate all the information he or they 
may possess of any tract, concerning which enquiry 
may be made of him or them, by anyone. 

SE CT. 6. Be it fur the?' enacted, That the land Settling land to 

SO lotted for settling shall be sold to those only, who ~ho::I~ho~'I~e:_~ 
will perform settling duties on each lot; the price to f?l'lll settling dn-

• tiCS, and at a 
be fixed by the Land Agent, havmg reference to minimum pdce. 

the field notes, not however at a less price, than 
fifty cents per acre; and such price shall be fixed 
upon each lot, sixty days before the same shall be 
offered for sale. 

SECT. 7. Be it further enacted, That the set- ~hatshaJJc?n
tling duties required by this Act shall be of the 8tlt~lte .ctthng , , dutIes. 

purchaser of one lot, to clear in a proper manner, 
fifteen acres thereof, ten or more of which shall be 
well laid down to grass; and to build a house there
on, within four years from the purchase thereof; and 
any purchaser who shall purchase more than one 
Jot, shall be required to clear ten acres, and lay 
down to grass the same proportion on each lot, and 
to build a house on one of said lots, within the term 
aforesaid; but there shall not be sold to anyone 
person, more than four of said lots, in anyone town
ship or tract. 
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BRCT. 8. Be it fU1'thc1' enacted, That in any 
SUfVeYOl' Gen- township or tract of land, \vhere in the opinion of 
eml may layout S G I . . . 
l'oad" when fOl' the urveyor, enera, there IS a suffiqent quantity 
the Interest of of settlinlY land to make it ,for the interest of the 
the State. 0 ' 
. State to have a road laid out thereon, he may cause 

said road to b~ laid out through the whole, or a part, 
thereof, in such manner as will best promote the set
tlement of said township or tract; and the Land 
Agent may expend in opening and making said road, 
whatever the lots on said road may sell for, over 
and above the price which may be set upon lots not 
on said road of the same quality; and said road shall 
be so located before any of the land in said town
ship ShSlll be offered for sale. 

SECT. 9. Be it furthe1' enacted, That all land, 
Mode of soiling except settling land, shall be first offered at auction, at 
public land at h' 'tb tl L dA t' d' d auclion, nolice t e pnce set upon I y Ie an gen; an SIxty ays 
of sale! mini- before any of said land is offered for sale, he shall give 
mum pl'lce, &c. • f . I . d f d notIce 0 the tune, p ace, prICe an terms 0 sale; an 

a description of the land, by advertising in the State 
paper, in one paper in the city of Bosion, and in one 
paper in each county in the State; aud the price 
fixed upon said land, shall be the price he would sell 
for, provided he ""ere authorized to sell at private 
sale; and at the time and place of sale, he shall have 
posted up in some conspicuous place, the conditions 
of such sale, one of which shall be, that immediate
ly after a lot of land is struck off to any bidder, he 
shaU give said Agent satisfactory evidence that he 
will comply with his bid, and if any bidder shall 
neglect to give such satisfactory evidence, the land 
shall be immediately offered again at auction as be-

L d A 
,fore. But if the price -fixed upon by the Land 

an genl III 
cel'lain cases, Agent should not be offered by anyone, he may at 
may sell al Pl'l- any time afterwards sell the same at private sale vate sale. . <, 

but not at a less price than that at which it was of-
fered at auction; and if any of said land should re
main unsold twelve months from the date of said 
advertisement, he may fix a different prise upon the 
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same, and proceed to advertise and sell as in the first 
instance. 
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SECT. 10. ' Be it jU1,the1' enclcted, That in the 'l'anns of, sale 

f 1 d · L ant! .eclIl'lly to sale 0 a 1 Ian s beionglllg to the Statel the and be given by plll" 

Agent shall require of the purchaser, one fourth part chaser. 

in cash, and the remainder in cash, or in three equal 
annual payments, with interest annually, at the op-
tion of the purchaser. And if the land sold be set-
tling land, the annual payments shall be secured by 
good and sufficient surety or sureties, or by retaining a 
lien thereon by the terms of the Land Agent's deed; 
and if any other description of said land, then the 
annual payments aforesaid, shall be secured by notes, 
with two or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the 
Land Agent. 

SECT. 11. Be it Furthe1' enacted That there NOl\l0~ethan5 
• J' , • townshIps to be 

shall not be sold III anyone year, a greater quantIty Bold annually. 

of the land aforesaid than five townships except the 
settling larid. 

SECT. 12. Be it further enacted, That the Land Agent to 

Land Agent shall advertise the settling land in mar- advertise land 

1 t 1'. t tl' . tl for snle. re once a year, lor wo mon IS, m one paper III le 
citvof Boston, one in Concord, N. H. and in one 
paper in each county in this State, describing the 
quality and situation of said land, and the terms of 
sale. 

SECT. 13. Be itjurthe1' enclcted, That in any LandAgentmay 
. t d h' 1 'b 1 fi • sell State lant! town now mcorpora e , or w 1C 1 may e lerea tel' in incorporated 

incorporated, in which there may be land belonging towns. 

to the State, the Land Agent may sell the same in 
manner provided by the sixth section of this Act. 

SECT. 14. Be it fU1'·the1' enclcted, That the 
money authorized by this Act shall be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri-
ated by warrant fi'om the Governor as in other cases, Land Agent t 

and all notes which may be taken by the Land I{cep and collec~ 
A f 1 S 1 

. notes taken by 
gent, on account 0 t le tate, s lall be kept by lum him ant! return 

in a secure place; and he shall make out a schedule :~~:~:"~~ O~t~:~ 
of said notes annually, and also quarterly trial bal- Treasurer. 
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ances, and balance sheets of the laud office leger, 
and shall return the same·to the office of the 'State 
Treasurer. And it shall be the duty of the State 
Treasurer to enter the same in a book kept for that 
purpose; and it shall be the duty of the Land Agent, 
to collect all notes taken other than fol' settling land, 
as "soon as may be after they shall become due, and 
to collect the interest at least, annually, of all notes 
taken for settling lands, and pay all money received 
into the State Treasury. . 

SECT. 15. Be it jurther enacted, That the 
Land Agent 10 Land AO'ent shall, in his annual report to the .Gov-
malIC I'elurn of °d C'l . . h d 
land sold, sums ernor an ounCl , commnmcate testate an con-
I'eceivet!, &c. clition of the public land, the quantity of land S91d, 

the sums received, when and of whom received, and 
what may be due; and an abstract of all 110tes, bonds, 
obligations and other sureties, with the names of the 
debtors and their sureties, together with such collat
eral security as may have been talwn toinsurepa.y
ment . 

. SEdT. 16. Be it jurthe1' enacted, That the 
Land Agent to Land Agent shall hereafter be l'equired to give bond, 
give bond. conditioned for the faithful discharge of the duties Of 

his office in the sum of fifty thousand dollars. 
SECT. 17. Be it jU1,the1' enacted, That from 

FUl'lnel' Acls re- and after the passage of this Act, all Acts and parts 
tlcalcd. of Acts, inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, 

and so much of the Resolve, approved March 
eleventh, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty four, as relates to the mannel' of 
sale of the lands therein named, be and the same 
are hereby l'epealed. 

[.approved by the GoVel'II01', Mct1'ch 24, 1835.] 


