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Persons 
incorporated. 

Powers, pl'i\'i .. 
Jeges, &c. 

KENNEBEC DAM COMPANY. 

town of Livermore and invested with all the powers, priv­
ileges and immunities and subject to all the duties and 
liabilities to which other inhabitants of said town of Liver­
more are subject. 

CHAPTER 489. 

AN AC1' to incorporate the Kennebec Dam Company. 

Approved March 7, 1834. 

SECT. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Hot/se of Repre-
sentatives, in Legislature llssembled, That Allen Lumbard, 
Daniel 'Villiams, James Bridge, James L. Child, Asa Red­
ington Jr., Rufus C. Vose, Luther Severance, Mark Nason, 
William H. Kittredge, William A. Brooks, George W. 
Morton, Edward Williams, Roscoe G. Greene, Edmund T. 
Bridge, William Bridge, Elias Craig Jr., Lot Myrick, Alfred 
Redington, William Dewey, Henry R. Smith, Henry Wil­
liams, George W. Perkins Jr., William L.Wheeler, Horatio 
Bridge, Greenlief White, James W. Bradbury, Joseph G. 
Moody, William Lambard,Charles Keene, and John Pope, 
their associates, successors, and assigns, be, and they here­
by are, incorporated into a body politic by the name of the 
Kennebec Dam Company, and by that name may prose­
cute aud defend suits at law and equity; have and use a 
common seal; make and establish by-laws, rules and regula-
tions, not repllgnant to the laws of the State, for the 
management of their concel'l1S; choose all necessary offi. 
cers; and have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, privileges 
and immunities, pertaining to companies legally incorpo­
rated. 

SECT. 2. Be it furthe)' enacted, That any tlll'ee of the 

F
. . five persons first above named may call the first meet-

l H'St mp.etmg-
howcaJled. ing of the corporation, by publishing the time and place 

thereof seven days previously in the Kennebec Journal, at 
which meeting a President, Treasurer, Directors and other 
officers may be chosen, by-laws adopted and any other 



:KENNEBlW DAM COMPANY. 

corporation business transacted. Said officers to hold 
their offices until the first Monday of January next and 
until otbers are chosen in their room. 

SECT. 3. Be it fUl'thM' enacted, That in all elections and 
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in acting on any subJ'cct at said first meeting and all sub- Elections and 
, ,'ott's, how de· 

sequent meetings, the rlecision shall be had by a majority cided. 

of the votes actually given. And each share in the stock 
shall be entitled to one vote: Provided, That no stockholder Proviso. 

shall be entitled to more than fifty votes. And any stock-
holder may vote by proxy, authorized in writing. But no 
vote shall be given by any stockholder, upon whose share 
or shares any instalment or arrearages shall have been due 
and unpaid more than thirty days previous to the meeting. 

SECT. 4. Be it further enacted, Tbat the Capital Stock 
f ··d ' " 1 < 11 " f Tl' H d' d Tl CapitalStoclt-a sal corpOlatlOnshl conslsto llee unlc 10U-amol1ntandhow 

sand Dollars, divided into, Three Thousand Shares of One divided. 

Hundred Dollars each. And said company shall prepare 
a book for subscriptions tbereto, in form following, viz: 

'Va whose names are hereunto subscribed, severally promise to 
pay the Kennebec Dam Company, the sum of Ninety Nine DoliarH 
fol' every share of stock ~et agnillst ollr respective names, in slIch 
mannel' and Jlroportions,and at such times, as the Directors thereof 
shall 01'(101', pursnant to an Act entitled An Act to incorporate the 
Kennebec Dam Company. 
DATE. STOCKHOLDERS' NAMES. No. OF SHARES. 

SECT. 5. Be it furthe)' enacted, That said corporators, 
having subscribed [or slIch portion of the stock as they cOI'po~'atol's to 

. 1 " 1 d' I . subSCribe fur no 
may WIS 1 to retall1, not III the who e excee ll1g one t l11'd 1Il0l'e than one 

I [ 1 11 . l' 1 . d fl' f third and books part t lereo , s la ,WIt 1111 t lIrty ays rom t 18 passmg 0 to be open Iv I' 
this Act, cause said book to be opened Rnd kept at tbe subscription. till 

l:H June. 
, Citizens' Bank [or any person or persons to suuscribe 

thereto, until the first day o[ June next, 01' until two thirds 
of said Stock, in the whole, shall have been taken up. And 

Disposilion of 
that portion of the Stock, i[ any, which shall not have Htuc·k not suh. 

been subscribed for on said firs! day of June may after- scdbed for. 

wards be subscribed for by the persons named in the first 
section of tbis Act, each one his equal part thereof, P1'O-

vided, he shall so subscribe therefor before the annual 
meeting in January next. And each corporator and other 
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person shall, on suuscrihing therefor, pay to said Treas­
urer one dollar upon each share so taken, for the use of 

the whole company. 

SECT. G. Be it JUl'the}' enacted, That each stockholder 
Stockholders to I lib' I d . '6 fl' S I . receire eNtin- S 1a e entlt e to receive a certl leate 0 liS toc c, slgn-
cutes of Stoell. ed uy the President, and countersigned by the TI'easurer, 

and sealed with the common seal. And he may assign said 
How assigned. stock, or any part tbereof, by himself or his attorney, upon 

surrendering the certificate thereof and entering said assign­
ment upon the transfer book of the company. But all 
transfers of shares shall be subject to the payment of all 
sums, balances or arrearages due 01' to become due there­
on. And every such assignee shall uecome a member of 

A.signeeR liable ' I L' II I I . I fe' 
10 penalties and salC company, suuJcct to a t 1e pen a tIes anc orleltures, 
fOI:/".illlrcs '~s and of beina- sued for all the balance and penalty due 01' 
ot"glnal SlllJsCl'1~ 0 

bel·s. to become due on each share, ill the same manner as the 

Annual and 
I:lpecialmeet .. 
ings. 

W hen corpora­
tion may com .. 
mence operu .. 
lions. 

original subscriber would have been. 
SECT. 7. Be itjul'thel' enacted, That the stockholders shall 

meet annually on tbe first Monday of January at such bOllr 

and place as shall be pre~cribed by the by-laws, at which 
meeting tbe President, Treasurer, Directors and other 
officers of the company shall be chosen, who shall hold 
their offices for one year and till others are chosen and 
qualified in their room, and any other corporation business 
may be transacted, The by-laws sball prescribe the mode 

of calling special meetings. At any annual meeting, or at 
any special nieeting, wherein one half at least of the stock 

actnally subscribed for shall be represented, tbe company 
may make, alter Ol' annul any of tbeir by-laws, rules or 

regula tions. 
SECT. 8. Be it jurther enacted, Th~t as soon as six 

hundred or more of the sbarc3 shall bave been s'ub­
scribed for as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for said company 
to pl'Oceed in tbe operations hereinafter mentioned. 

SECT. 9 . .Be itjul'the}' enacted, That said company be, and 

C(~111pany may they hereby are, authorized to build, maintain, keep up, 
budd a dam a- . , 
cross Kennebec repair and rebuild a dam across the Kennebec Rlvel' III 

river. Augusta at or within forty rods of a small island, which is 



KENNEBEC DAM COMPANY. 

about half a mile above the Kennebec Bridge, (not to ex­

cepd in height fifteen feet above common high-water mark,) 

for tbe purpose of raising a head of water for propellillg 

factories and for other purposes. And said company are 
authorized by means of said dam'to flow the water as afore­

said, and the same to dra\V, Llse, occupy, sellar lease in 

whole, or in part, eithel' upon said dam 01' in canals, basins 

01' collateral sluices made therefor. 

SECT. 10. Be it fUl'fhC)' enacted, TIl::!t it shall he tbe 
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duty of said Corl10rntion to insert and constantly keel) and Corporation to 
con~truct locks 

maintain in said dam a lock or locks for the passa<re of [01' p,,;s"ge o[ 
• b. "()al~, &e. free 

boats, rafts, steam boats and 1'I1'er craft, each of \Vhlch of loll-provide 

J I b I I 'I f . . J I' I "ttendance at oc ,s to e not ess t Jan twenty-elg It eet III WIC t 1 1I1 t le said locks, &c, 

clenr, and of such length as to receive and accommodate 

boats 01' rafts of one [lUncired feet in length, and of such 

depth as that boats or stealll boats, or vessels which might 

have ascended 01' descended the river beforc tbe erection 

of said dalll, may at all times enler the lock from below, 

and of sllch height and structllre as to afFord a safe and 

easy entrance, passag;c anci depal'tme of boats, rafts, steam 

boats andril'cr craft, inlo, tllrollgh ancl from said lock or 

locks, ancl said Comp~ny shall cal18e said lock or iocks, 

to be constantly attended by a sufficient nUl1Iber of capa-

ble and faitbful persons, whose duty it shall be at all times 

promptly and diligently, carefully and faithfully to tend said 

lock or locks and aid in transmitting through the same all 

boats, rafts, steam boats and river craft having occasion to 

pass: P)'ovided, That neither said Company, nor the per-

l i 1 II ,1 I . Proviso. son or person so emp oyer S la uelIJallC or receive any 

compensation for the services aforesaid-and said com-

pany shall forfeit and pay a penalty of Twenty Five Dol-

lars for eacll and every day they shall neglect to cause 

said lock to be attended as aforesaid, if the natural state of 

the ril'er would pertllit the passage of boats, rafts, steam 

boats and river craft. 

SECT. 11. Be it furthe)' enacted, That said Corporation, corrOl:"tion 10 

1 11 d ·· r . bl . l' I el'ecl pier., bulk 
S la erect an mall1tam as lal' as POSs] e, WIt 1111 two lun- heads, NC. 
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PI·oviso. 

KENNEBEC DAM COMPANY. 

dred rods above 01' below said clam, such piers, bulk-heads, 
abutments, side-booms, temporary dams or other struc­
tures as may be necessary and suitable for the protection 
of said dam, locks and other works of said Company, and 
for creating such eddies and slack-water pools, as Illay ue 
necessary fo1' the safe and easy guidance into and from said 
locks, of boats, rafts, steam boats and river craft. Pro-
vided, That sLlch piers, bulk-heads, abutments, side-booms 
or other strllctlll'e sllall not impede, the frke passage of 
logs 01' other lumber floated down and designed by the 
owners thereof to pass over the dam. And it sholl be tbe 

COl'poralion to d ' f 'I C' 'I' . f·, provide paseage ut) 0 salc orporatlon to constt uct ane mall1tam 10m 
w;'Y r.,,' passage the twentieth of A[)ril to the twentieth of July' in each 
of sHllllon ano 
olhel'li.h. year, a good and sufficient passage way up, through, 01' 

COI'rOl'ntion 
mal' hold real 
and personal 
estate. 

over said dam, and at the most suitable part of the same, 

so as to render tbe passage of salmon, shad and alewives, 
practicable and easy, so that tbe same may go up tbe said 
river into the fresh water ponds, streams and other waters 
connected with tbe Kennebec river above said darn. 

SECT. 12. Be it furthe/' enacted, That for the purposes 
of this Act, said Corporation are authorized to purchase, 
have, hold and enjoy in fee simple or any less estate, lands, 
tenements and estates, real, personal or mixed,to an amount 

not exceeding Tbree Hundred Thollsand Dollars, as pro­
vided fot' in tbe fourth section; and the same 01' any part 
thereof to sell, lease 01' convey at pleasure. 

SECT. 13. Be it further enacted, Tbat it shall be lawful 

Company may for said Company to enter llpon and occupy such land as 
enlel' upon and b f I ' . , d" 
oecllpy neees. may e necessary or t le erectll1g, repaIring, an lllall1taIn-
sar;.: land, 011 ing said dam with the slope and fish way ttel'eof together 
pnylllg CO\llpen·· . ~ '.. . 
salion. with the locks and canals necessary for the naVIgatIOn of 

the river, and also such piers and other obstructions as 
may be necessary for the protection of said works and for 
the safety and ease of the boating and rafting business. 

And for the injlll'y, arising therefrom to the owner of the 
land, a just compensation shall be paid by said Company. 

SECT. 14. Be it JUTthe!' enacted, That said lock or locks 

shall be completed and fitted for use before the main dam 



KENNEBEC DAM COMPANY. 728 

shall be extended more than halfway across the river. And Dam to be so 
. 1 constructed as 

saId (am sball be so constructed, !bat a space of at least to admi~ the 

sixty feet thereof, shall be at least twelve incbes lower E~~~age 01 lulU­

tban any otber part of said dam and of smootb smface, 
witb a slope tberefrom of tbe same widtb, to be made and 
kept in repair by said Company, and to extend down tbe 
river with such inclination, lengtb, and of such COllstruc-
tion as sball facilitate tbe passage of rafts, logs and otber 

lumber, in tbe most safe and convenient manner. 
SECT. 15. Be it jurther enacted, That after said loele or 

1 1 I d fi I 'l 11 J 'b ·1 d '1' I . Company liable oc ,S, s ope an s lWa} s la ],IVe een comp ete ,I tIel e COl' damages in 

sball be any unreasonable delay or neglect to keep tbe same cases oC lInne?­
• .•. • e,sal'Y del"y III 

In good repaIr, or III attendlllg to open and shut the gates of opening loclls. 

said locks and render the necessary aid in getting boats, 
rafts and steam boats and river craft through ·the same, 
said Company shall be liable to pay all damages to the 

person 01' persons injured thereby; to be recovered by ac-
tion of the case before any COl1l't of competentjl1risdiction. 

SECT. 16. Be it jurther enacted, That unless said dam, .. . 
LllnJtatlOn or 

lock or locks, fisbway and slope sball be completed and thi. act. 

fitted for lise ,.yithin five years from tbe passing of this Act, 
all the powers herein granted to said Company shall be re-
scinded and held void. 

SECT. 17. Be it jUl'ther enacted, That if any person or 

Persons shall sllstain an}' iI1J'l1ry- by means of the erection COI'pol'ation lia. 
hie COl' damages 

of said dam, either by tbe overflowing of his or tbeir lands, by flowing, &0, 

or· by the throwing back tbe water of the river upon bis 01' 

·their mills, machinery or water ,Yorks, wbethel' the same 
be erected upon said river or upon any tributary stl'eam 
thereof, he 01' they shall be entitled to receive of said Cor­

poration the just damages therefor. 
SECT. 18. Be itfiwthel' enacted, That whenever any per-

son or persons, entitled to compensation oJ' damages pur- PI'oceed!ngs in 
• •. caseofdl~agl'eo. 

suant to the thirteenth or seventeenth sectIOn of thIS Act, mellt us to durn-

shall not be able to agree with said Company upon the ages. 

amount thereof, he 01' they, may, by petition, apply to the 
Supreme Judicial Court, 01' Court of Common Pleas for 
the County of Kennebec for remedy. And said Court shall 
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oreler suitable notice to be given to said Company of the 
penclency of said petition. And if said Company shall in 

d
\Vh,c'J' titele is their 1)lea deny the cOI11I)lainant's title to the said lands, 

cnle Olll t 
1110), or<l8" is,ue mills, machinery or other water works alleged to ha\'c been 
to be tned. " d If' I I I II I' 'I £I It1Jure )y means a salc C am, or s 18 c all11 a l'Ig lt to ow 

Appraise," of 
damages to be 
appoiil£ed and 
pl'oeeediugs 
thereon. 

without payment of damages, or for an agreed composi­

tion, the Court, if issue be joined thereon, shall order a 
trial at the bar of the Caul'[. 

SECT. 19. Be itjw·thel' enacted, That, if the said Com­
pan)' shall not shew sufl1cient cause, tbe said Comt may 
appoint three or more disinterested freeholdel'S to make 
true and faithful appraisement of the damages already sus­
tained, as well as of those to be yearly sllstained by said 
complainant 01' complainants, And tbe report of said Com­
missioners ~ball, under the direction of the Court, be given 
in evidence to tbe Jury, wbich shall, at the request of eitber 

pany, be empanelled to try sLlch cause, subject 110wever 
to be impeached by evidence from eithel' party. And jmlg­
ment baving been rendered upon tbe verdict of said jury, 
or upon said report of tbe Commissioners, (if no such jury 
trial has been requested,) the same shall be a bar to any 
action brought for such damages. 

SECT. 20. Be it jUl'thel' enacted, That such verdict or 
Verdict to be report and judgment thereon shall be the measure of yeady 
the measu"e of I "f . I I 
yearly damages C amages, untt! either 0 the parties S lUI, on a new C0111-

until, &c. plaint and by the same form of process, obtain an increase 

P,'oceedings 
when cOIllI,laint 
is made that 
Curnpany have 
failed to comply 
with the condi~ 
tions of theil' 
charter. 

or decrease thereof. And the party prevailing upon any 

original or subsequent complaint as aforesaid, whether by 
complainant's faill1l'e to prosecute, or on final decision, shall 
be allowed reasonable expenses and costs, to be taxed by 
the Court. 

SECT. 21. Be it jUl'thel' enacted, That whenever any 
three or more persons sball make complaint in writing to 

the Supreme Judicial Comt, or Court of Common Pleas for 

the Connty of Kennebec, alleging that the said Compcllly, 
in the construction of the lock or locks, or of the slope 

and fishway, eddies or slack water pools, have failed to 
conform to the conditions of this Act, it shall be tbe duty 
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of the Court to appoint three or five disinterested free­
holders, who, after due notice given, shall examine the 
premises and hear the parties and their witnesses, and 
thereupon adjudicate upon said complaint. And if they 
find the same to have been unfounded, they shall award 
reasonable costs to said Company against said complain­
ants; but, if well founded, they shall award like costs to 
the complainants, and shall in writing prescribe the im­
provement necessary to be made in said lock, locks, slope 
or fish ways, eddies 01' slack water pools, and the time in 
which the same shall be finished, 

SECT. 22. Be it fUl'thM' enacted, That if the corpora-

725 

tion shall not cause said prescribed improvement to be ~r jlre8cribed 

d d fi ' h d 'h' h' II d h i' h Improvements rna e an DIS e , WIt In t e tIme a owe t erelor, t e are 110t made 

said commissioners shall enter into contracts therefor and 10n\~i~cltim~h~~ 
cause the same to be made and finished. And for all the may be made 

, by Commis" 
expense thereof, WIth reasonabe compensation to said Com- 510nm at ex-

, , d II h h 'd C h II ' pe;u.,e,of COl'-mISSIOners an a ot er costs, t e sal ourt s a Issue pot'ation, 

an execution or warrant of distress against said Company. 
SECT. 23. Be it further enacted, That for the payment 

of any execution or warrant of distress, which may be ob- St?ckholcl<;rI 
, d' f 'd "d' pel50nallyha. tame as a oresal ,agamst sal corporatIOn, each stock- hIe to the ex-

h Id h II b I, bl d' h ,lent of thoir o er s a e Ia e to an amount not excee mg t e 01'1- Bubseriplion. 

ginal cost of his stock, as established in the fourth section 
of this Act, held by him at the time of the issuing of said 
execution, for which such precept shall have been obtain-
ed. And if there cannot be found property of said cor-
poration upon which to levy said execution in whole or 
in part, it shall be lawful for the officer having such pre-
cept for service to levy what may remain unsatisfied upon 
the goods and estate of any stockholder or stockholders 
not exceeding the amount of his stock as aforesaid, in the 
same manner as if sllch precept had been originally issued 
directly against such stockholder or stockholders. 

SECT. 24. Be it further enacted, That, if any person shall 
wilfully open or shut any gate of any lock, or drive any Pena'~y fa," °kb• 

fltructmg oc B~, 

nail~, spikes, pins or wedges into any such gate or any fix- &c. 

ture thereof; or throw any rocks, earth or other heavy 
18 



726 

Penalty for 
boats, river 
craft, &0. 
causing un­
neceaslll'y 
<lelay. 

KENNEBEC DAM COMPANY. 

substance, or bring any drift stuff, lumber 01' other obsta­
cle against such gate, or into such lock, or fish way, or the 
vicinity thereof, whereby the free use of said gate, lock or 
fish way shall be prevented, or wheteby any boat, raft j 

$team boat or river craft shall be precluded from freely 
and safely approaching, entering, passing and retiring from 
said lock, he shall, on conviction thereof, before the Court 
of Common Pleas or the Supreme Judicial Court, for every 
such offence forfeit a penalty not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, 01' suffer imprisonment not exceeding six months. 

SECT. 25. Be it further enacted, That if any person, hav­
ing the care of any boat, i'aft, steam boat or river craft or 
othei' floating article, shall willingly practice any unneces­
sary delay in approching, entering, passing or departing 
from said lock and the vicinity thereof, or shall unnecessa­
rily moor or fasten any of said boats, rafts, steam boats, 
river craft or other articles in the immediate vicinity of said 
l(')cir, whereby the suitable movements of any other boats, 
rafts, steam boats, 'river craft or other floating articles, 
shall be prevented or retarded, he shall for every such 
offence forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding ten dollars 
for each and every hour of delay so occasioned. 

SECT. 26. Be itfurther enacted, That if said Company, or 
any person, shall at any time take any fish, called salmon, 

~enaltY.r°r ,t~l'- shad or alewives within the distance of one hundred rods 
109 fish In VICIn-. ' 
ity of dam. above or below said dalu, slope, fish way, or lock, he shall 

for every such salmon, he or they shall take, forfeit five 
dollars, for each shad so taken three dollars, and for every 
such alewive so taken one dollar, to be recovered by an 
actioti of debt in the name of the complainant, before any 
Justice of the Peace in the County of Kennebec, and for 
the use of such complainant. 

SECT. 27. Be it fttrther enacted, 'rhat all penalties aris­
Forfei,tures and ing under this Act may be recovered with costs by indict­
penaltieS how 
recovered. ment before the Court of Common Pleas or the Supreme 

Judicial Court for the County of Kennebec, to the use of 
the State. 

SECT. 28. Be it further enacted, That if any persoll 
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shall wilfully tear down, cut or break away, or in any man- ~enaltyfol·te~I·' 
d r" I 'd d I 'I I 109 down 01' m· nel' 'Clace 01' InjUre t le sal am or any OC, or gate t lere- jllring dam, 

of, 01' any canal, basin, sluice, pier, bulk-head, abutment, IOc!ls,gates,&c 

side-boom, temporary dam or other structure, erected in 
virtue of this Act, he shall on conviction thereof before 
the Supreme Judicial Court or Court of Common Pleas, 
forfeit and pay a penalty, to the use of the State, of not 
more than five thousand dollars for every such offence, or 
suffer imprisonment, not exceeding twelve months, at the 
discretion of said Court; and be also liable to pay to said 
Company double damages therefor, to be recovered by an 
action of trespass in any Court of competent jurisdiction. 

SECT. 29. Be it jtwthe1' enacted, That this Act shall 
II ' I fbI' bl b d I I d Power. granteu a t a tunes lerea tel', e lU e to e amen et, a tere ,or liable to be n-

repealed at the pleasure of the Legislature. mended, &c. 

SECT. 30. Be itjttr'ther' enacted, That in case said com-
f d· . b . I Corporation to pany a tel' procee Illg to any extent 111 0 structmg t le re- remove obstl'llC. 

gular I)assage of the water in said river for the pU1'llose of tion in .case of 
abandOnIng 

erecting said dam, shall then neglect or abandon the same, wol'lls partially 

I b · b finished and Jill" they shall be holden to remove sue 1 0 structlOn, and e ble for damuges. 

liable for all loss or damage that may be Sllstained by any 
boat, raft, steam boat, river craft or vessel in consequence 
thereof. 

CHAPTER 490. 

AN ACT to establish the Sagadahock Ferry Company. 

Approved March 7, 1834. 

SECT. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives, in Legislatur'e assembled, That John Purshley, 1-Vil- PerSOllS 

liam M. Rogers, Nathaniel Weld, Asa Palmer, Oliver Mo- incorporated, 

ses, Peter Knight, George Ricker, Edward Hodgkins, 
William V. Moses, Richard Nutter, Jonathan Hyde, with 
their associates and successors, be, and hereby are created 
a body politic and corporate, by the name of the Sagada-
hock Ferry Company, with power by that name to sue 


