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Preamble, 

INSTRUCTION OF YOU'1'H. 

Cbapter 129. 

AN ACT to provide fol' tho Instruction of Youth, 

,V HEREAS the Constitution of this State, haSl 
declared that a general diffusion of the advantages 
of education and the elements of usefLlI knowledge 
are essential to the preservation of the rights and 
liberties of the people, and has made it the duty of 
the Legislaturc to require the several towns to make 
suitable provision at their own expense for the sup
port and maintenance of Public Schools: 

SECT. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
IIouse of Rep?'esentatives, in Legislatt~1'e aSSMn
bled, That every to"Yn and plantation shall annually 

'rowns,and raise and expend for the maintenance and support plantatIOns re-' C 

qllil'ed to raise of schools therein to be taug'ht by fo1chool masters 
a sum not les! .' . 
than fOl'ty cent3 duly qualified, a sum of money, exclUSIve of the 
fOl' each inhab- • f' tIl I fi d t I tl itant, fol' sup- InCOine 0 any Il1corpora ec se 100 un, no ess Ian 
pOl'l of schoo Ie, Forty Cents for each inhabitant, the number to be 

Proviso. 

Proviso. 

computed according to the next preceding Censns of 
the State, by which the representation thereof has 
been apportioned. P?'ovided, That a part, not 
exceeding one third of the money allotted to any 
district, may, if the district so determine, be applied 
to the support of a school taught by a mistress, or 
when the sum so allotted to a district in anv year, 
shall not exceed thirty five dollars, the who'ie< may 
be expended in the same manner. P?'ovided ho'W
eve?" that whenever the inhabitants of any school 
district may be dcsirous of applying to the support 
of a school taught by a mistress a greater proportion 
of the money assigned to them than is herein allow
ed, and shall so determine at any legal district meet
ing held for that purpose, and make known the same 
to the superintending school committee, said com
mittee shall have power to direct 'what Sllln shall be 

School money applied for the purpose aforesaid :-and that when
how applied. ever the inhabitants of a school dist.rict shall deter

mine to apply a part of their school money to the 
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snpport of a school taught by a mistress and part to 
that taught by a master, they may determine in dis
tdct meeting, or empower the school committee, or 
a special committee by them chose!'l, to determine 
'what deseription of scholars shall attend each school, 
and assign them to the one or the other, in such 
manner as shall promote their best proficiency and 
greatest benefit. 
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SECT. 2. Be it f'tt1'thM' enacted, That it shall D f P . 

f
. lily 0 reOl-

be the duty 0 the presIdents, professors and tutors dents, P,'ofe •• 

f ]1 ' 1 1 tl t· d t 1 f ~o,'s, &c. of o CO eges, a lC 1e precep OIS an eac lers 0 aca- Colleges, Pre-

demies, and all other instructors of youth, to take ceptors, &c. 

diligent care and exert their best endeavors to impress 
on the minds of children and youth committed to 
their care and instruction, the principles of morality 
and justice, and a sacred regard to truth, love to 
their country, humanity, and universal benevo-
lence; sobriety, industry and frugality; chastity, 
moderation and temperance, and all other vir-
tues which are the ornaments of human society.-
And it shall be the duty of such instructol'S to en-
deavor to lead those under their care, (as their ages 
and capacities ·will admit) into a particular under-
standing of the tendency of the before mentioned 
virtues, to preserve and perfect a republican consti-
tution, and secure the blessings of liberty, as well as 
to promote their future happiness-and the tendency 
of. the opposite vices to slavery, degradation and 
nun. 

SECT. 3. Be it fU1·ther enacted, That there Sllpel'inlending 

shall be chosen by ballot at the annual meeting in ochool commit-
• •• tee to be chosen 

each tovvn and plantatlOll a supermtendmg school annually by bal. 

committee, who shall be sworn to the faithful dis- Jot. 

charge of their duties, consisting of not less than 
three nor more than five persons, whose duty it shall 
be to examine school masters and mistresses pro-
posing to teach therein. And it shall be the duty Their dUly, 

of such committee to visit and inspect the schools in 
their respective towns and plantations, and inquiro 
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and pOWeI'B. 

To make an 
~nnnal report. 

School age"ts, 
their (lowe ... 
and duties. 
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into the regulations and discipline thereof aud the 
proficiency of the scholars therein, and use their in
fluence and best endeavors that the youth in the sev
eral districts regularly attend the schools; and the 
said committee shall have the power to dismiss any 
school master or mistress who shall be fonnd inca· 
pable or unfit to teach any school, nobvithstanding 
their having procured the requisite certificates; but 
the towns and plantations shall be bound to pay 
such instructors for the time they have been em
ployed. And the said committee are hereby au
thorized and empowered, for misconduct, to expel 
from any school any obstinately disobedient and dis
orderly scholar, when after a proper investigation of 
his or her behavior, they shall judge that the peace 
and usefulness of the school will thereby be pro
moted; and shall also have the power to restore 
such scholar, on satisfactory evidence produced to 
them of repentance and amendment. And the said 
committee shall have power to direct vvhat school 
books shall be used in the respective schools, and to 
fill any vacancy in their number, which may occur 
after the annual election; and it shall be the further 
duty of said committee to make a ·written report at 
the annual meeting for the choice of town officers in 
said to·wn, of the standing anel progress, which the 
scholars, in their respective districts may have made 
in the several branches oflearning therein taught,anel 
the various success which may have attended the 
mode of instruction and government of their respect
ive teachers: Provided, the town does not otherwise 
instruct; and at the meeting for the choice of town 
officers, there shall be chosen an agent for each 
school district, whose duty it shall be to hire the 
school masters or mistresses for their respective dis
tricts, and to provide the necessary fuel and utensils 
for the schools. Provided howeve'r, Any town or 
plantation in this State, jf they think propel', may, 
by n vote of ~nrh towns or plantatiollfl at their ar::· 
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nual meeting in the month of Th'Iarch or April, au
thorize the several school districts in their towns and 
plantations to choose their school agent or agents in 
district meeting lawfully assembled, vyhich choice May be chosen 

shall be by ballot; and the agent so chosen shall by ballot. 

continue in office one year, or until another is chosen 
in his stead; and the said agents shall, before enter-
ing upon their said office, be sworn to the faithful 
discharge of the duties thereof And each of said 
agents shall in the month of lVIay in each year re- '~o retu~n Cel·· ,c 'tlfierl hsts of 
turn to the selectmen of said towns, and to the as- scholars. 

::leSSOrS of said plantations, a list certified by each of 
said agents to be a trlle and correct list of the schol-
ars in their respective dish'icts, exclusive of those at-
tending any college or academy not belonging to 
such district, and also exclusive of those laboring in 
any manufacturing establishment, whose parents or 
guardians do not reside within the town ""here such 
manufacturing establishment is located, between the 
ages of fom' and twenty one years, as the same ex-
isted 011 the first day of said month, for the purpose 
of enabling said selectmen and assessors to furnish a 
statement as .provided for in the fifth section of this 
act; or the list of scholars may be taken by the se-
lectmen of any town as may be determined on in the 
meeting aforesaid. And it sl~all be the duty of the '1'0 give notice 

agent of every school district, to give notice to some of Ille li!,le of 

f .. 1 I . f commenCllw one 0 the supel'lntendll1g se 100 COmll1lttee 0 the school. b 

town or plantation, including snch districts w-ithin 
its limits, on or before the opening of every town D).' 

plantation school, of the time the school commences, 
and the time for which the instructor is engaged 
therein, and it shall be the duty of one or more of D f I i 

h . d' h l' . . h lIty 0 BC 100 t e supermten ll1g sc 00 commIttee, to YISlt eac committee. 

school within the town or plantation at least twice 
during the term for which such school is kept, once 
within three weeks £l'om the commencement of such 
school, and once within two weeks before the close 
thereof If allY parent, master or gnardian, shall, 
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:after notice given him by the master or mistress of 
any school, refuse or neglect to fmnish their several 

Selectmen to scholars with suitable books, the selectmen of the 
fUl'" ish books f' f. . 
in mtnin cases. town or assessors 0 the plantatIOn thereo , on bell1g 

notified by said master or mistress] shall furnish the 
same at the expense of the town or plantation, which 
expense shall be added to the next town or planta· 
tion tax of sllch parent, master or guardian. 

SECT. 4. Be it jtt1'thel' enacted, That no 
Qualifications person shall be employed as a school master, unless 
of Instl'uctol'.. he shall be a citizen of the United States and shall 

product' a certificate from the superintending school 
committee of the town or plantation where the 
school is to be kept, and also fi'om some person of 
liberal education or literary pursuits, and good moral 
character, residing within the State, that he is well 
qualified to instruct youth in reading, writing the 
English language grammatically, and in arithmetic 
and other branches of learning uSllally taught in 
public schools; and also a certificate fi'om the se
lectmen of the town or the assessors of the planta
tion where he belongs, that to the best of their 
knowledge he is a person of sober life and conversa
tion, and sustains good a moral character. And no 
person shall be employed as a school mistress unless 
she shall produce a certificate fi'om the superintend
ing school committee of the town or plantation where 
the school is to be kept, that she is suitably qualified 
to teach the English language grammatically, and 
the rudiments of arithmetic, and produce satisfactory 
evidence of her good moral character. 

SECT. 5. Be itjul'thel' enacted, That it shaH be 
~"sessol's to as- the duty of the assessors of each town and planta
sign each school t' t· . tIl 1 d' t . t . f 
elistrict a pro- IOn 0 aSSIgn 0 eac 1 SC 100 IS rIC a proportIOn 0 

pOl'tion of school the Inoney rai"ed in each year for the sUI)port of money. ~ (. 
schools according to the number of children therein, 
between the ages of four and twenty one years, ex
clusive of those attending any college or academy 
not belonging to such distdct, and also exclusive of 
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those laboring in any manufacturing establisment, 
'whose parents or guardians do not reside within the 
town where such manufactming establishment is 
located, on the first day of May, annually, ,,,,hich 
shall be the number by which the assessors shall 
apportion the mor.ey raised for the support of schools, 
and the assessors of towns shall certify such assign-
ment to the selectmen. P1'ovided, That whenever PI'oviso. 

any town or plantation shall raise a sum of money 
exceeding that required by this Act, such surplus 
may be distributed among the several school districts, 
in such manner as the town or plantation may de
termine. And if any town 01' plantation shall fail 

20S 

to raise and expend annually for the support of 
schools the amouut of money required by this Act, 
they shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than twice r.~~a:~ ~~~'i~:g· 
nor more than four times the amount of such failure schoolllloney: 

or deficiency. And every town or plantation, 'which 
shall neglect to choose annnally a superintending 
school committee as required in the third section of 
this Act, shall forfeit and pay not less than thirty -for neglect to 

tl 1 I d d 11 t b . choose school 
1101' Inore lan two lUnc 1'e 0 a1's, 0 e appropn- committee: 

ated as is provided in the nineteenth section of this 
Act. And any master vvho sball teach any school 
required by this Act, without producing prior to his 
commencing the same, the certificates required by' 
this Act shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceecding -for teaching 

. .' " school contl'at'y 
Ius dally wages, for each day he shall so teach snch to the,pl'ovisions 

school, and shall be barred £i'om recovering of any of tillS act. 

town or plantation or persoll any pay for teaching 
such school. 

SECT. 6. Be it Im'ther enacted, That the Towns,and 

1 d 1 . b d lIb plantatIOns to severa towns an p antat1Ol1s e an t ley 1ere y delel'mille lim. 

are authorized and empowered to determine the it~of.chooldia. 
number and define the limits of school districts within 

tncls. 

the same. PTovided howeve1', That no alteration Proviso. 

in the limits of any school district shall be made, 
except at the annual meeting in the month of March 
or April. And each and every school district in 
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School di~tl'icts this State is hereby made a body corporate, vrith 
made bodIes d dId 1 ld 
COI'po."ate fin' pO'tver to sue an be sue ,and to ta (e an 10 any 
certalll put'. estate real 01' personal for the purpose of supporting' poses. t , ' 

a school or schools therein, and to apply the same 
agreeably to the provisions of this Act, independently 
of the money raised by the town for that purpose; 

May be formed and whenever it shall be found convenient to form 
frOJ;l adjoining a school district from p~rts of adjoining towns or 
towns &c. 1 t' h 1 t . . , p anta IOns, suc towns or p an atlOns concurnng 

respectively therein, may establish such district and 
define the limits thereof, and grant any sum of money 
for the purposes and in the manner provided in the 
twelfth section of this Act. And the selectmen or 
assessors of such towns 01' plantations shall have and 
possess jointly, all the pO'Ners provided in the thir
teenth section of said Act. And the district so 
formed shall be a body corporate to all intents and 
purposes as if comprised within one town or planta
tion. And such district may, by such towns or 
plantations concurring, be altered or discontinued in 
like manner as any tovvn may alter or discontinue 
its own districts. 

SEC T. 7. Be it ftwthe1' enacted, That the assess
Money to be ors of each town or plantation of which such district 
assiqned such h 1 bIll' 1 ]. . 
8d,,;'01 di,tricts sal e a part, s la asslgn to suc 1 ( Istnct a propor-
in proportion to tion of the money raised for the sUPllort of schools 
the llllmoer of , 
children. according to the number of children in that part of 

such district which may be within snch respective 
town or plantation. ,And in issuing vv-arrants for dis
trict meetings, recovering damages for injuries done to 
district bnildigns, giving to instructors certificates of 
qualification, directing what books shall be used and 
visiting, superintending and disciplining the school, 
the selectmen or assessors, the treasurer, and school 
committee of the eldest town or plantation shall have 
the same powers, and be subject to the same duties 
respecting such district, as respecting districts whol-

l'rovi20. ly in their own town or plantation. P1'ovided, That 
all money raised by such district, or hy the towns or 
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plantations composing the same, shalll>e paid into the 
t.reasuries of the respective to'wns or plantations, to 
be assigned in manner aforesaid, or applied to the 
purposes for "yhich it shall have been legally raised 
by the district. And such district shall choose its 
own agents. 
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SECT. 8. Be it further enacted, 1'hat the in- , , 
habitants of anv school district qualified to vote in School dlS(I'IC(. 

J empowered to 
town affairs, be and they hereby are empowered, at I'"i,se,mone~ fOl' 

1" . 11 l' h· l' f. cet(am pUipOS-any C lstnct meetmg', ca ec III t e manner 1el'ema - es! and ~etCl'. 
tel' provided to raise money for the purpose of mme locatIOn of 

, I School H DuseR, 

erecting, repairing', purchasing and removing a school &0, 

house, and of purchasing land upon which the sacne 
may stand, and utensils, and also for erecting or re
pairing such out buildings connected therewith as 
may be deemed necessary and propel' ; and to de
termine where the school house shall be erected or 
located in said district, and also to determin~ at what 
age the youth within such district may be admitted 
into a school kept by a master or mistress, and 
whether any scholars shall be admitted into such 
schools £i'om other school districts, or fi'om other 
to"\Vl1S or places; and to determine, if th eythink 
proper, at 'what time their school shall commence, 
and the agent or agents shall, as far as practicable, 
conform to such determination. 

SEc'r. 9. Be it ju,l'thel' enacted, That for the Lnndstobetax. 
purposes aforesaid, all lands, vl'l18ther improved or ed in (he dislt,!c! 

, 1 1 11 b t d' th d' t . t . 1 . h where they lie. ununprovec, s 1a e axe 111 e IS rIC 111 W lIC 

they lie; and the assessors of any town or plantation 
shall assess in the same manner as tOViTI1 taxes al'e 
assessed, on the polls and estates of the inhabitants 
composing any school district in their town or plan
tation, and on lands lying vi'ithin the same, belonging 
to persons not living therein, all moneys voted to be Seltool taxe., 
raised by the inhabitants of such district for the how raised. 

purposes aforesaid, within thirty days after the clerk 
of the district shall have certified to said assessors 
the sum voted by said district to be raised as afore--

14 
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Town TI'eaSUl'
er to enfiJl'ce 
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district taxes, 
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said. And it shall be the duty of said assessors to 
make a warl'ant in due form of law, directed to one 
of the collectors of their town or plantation, requiring 
and empowering said collector to levy and collect 
the tax so assessed, and pay the same, within a time 
limited by said warrant, to the treasurer of the to'Vvn 
or plantation, to 'whom a certificate of the assess
ment shall be made by the assessors. And the 
money so collected and paid shall be at the disposal 
of the committee of the district, to be by them 
applied agreeably to the vote of their district as 
aforesaid. And such collector in collecting such 
taxes shall have the same powers and be holden to 
proceed in the same manner, as is by law provided 
in collecting to'wn taxes. 

SE CT. 10. Be it jurthe1' enacted, That the 
treasurer of any town or plantation, who shall re
ceive a certificate of the assessment of a district tax, 
shall have the same authmity to enforce the collec-
tion and payment thereof, as of town or plantation 
taxes. And the assessors of any town or plantation 

Power of As-
.eSSOI'S to abate shall have the same pO'wer to abate such district 
taxes. tax, as they have to abate a town or plantation tax, 

And the assessors, collector and treasurer, shall be 
allow~d by the school district the same compensa
tion for assessing, collecting and paying any district 
tax as they are allowed by. the town or plantation 
for similar services. 

SE CT. 11. Be it jU1,thc1' en(lctcd, That when
Dutiesand pow- ever an agent has been legally chosen in any dis
el'S of agents, ,as trict it shall be his dutv upon the application of 
to, calhng dls- , J , • • " • 

tl'lct meetings; five 01' more legal voters 111 saId cllstnct to sald 
agent, requesting him to call a meeting of said dis
trict, to issue his notice calling sueh meeting, and 
insert therein the reasons and objects of said meet-

-how notified. ing; and also to post up said notification on the dis
trict school house, (if there should be any in said 
district) and one other public place within the lim
its of said district, seven days at least prior to said 
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meeting. And in all districts where a public paper 
shall be printed, such notice shall also be inserted 
therein. Provided, rrhat any school district may, Proviso. 

at any legal meeting thereof, determine the manner 
in ·which notice of future meetings in such districts 
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may be given. And the legal voters when assem- May choo.e 

bI ll' 1 , t, 1 also leI'1 IIloderutol' and eCI, nlay c lOOSe a 11l0CIela .01, anc a c {, Clerk,andCom. 

who shall be sworn faithfnlly to discharge the duties ~llittee to super-

f I · ffi b r J" f I P b r Intend, &c. o llS 0 ce elOre a usttce 0 t le eace, or elore 
the moderator, and it shall be the duty of snch clerk 
to make a fair record of all votes passecl at any meet-
ing of the district, and to certify the same vv hen re-
quired; and may also choose a committee to super-
intend the laying out and expending the moneyrais-
eel by such district, agreeably to their vote, for the 
purposes aforesaid, to examine and allow such ac-
counts as they may think proper, and to draw or-
ders on the town or plantation treasurer for the 
amount of the money raised. PTovided howeveT, Proviso, 

That it shall be the duty of the selectmen of any 
town,or the assessors of any plantation, upon applica-
tion made to them in writing, by three or more 
qualified voters residing within any school district 
in such town or plantation, to issue their warrant, 
directed to one of the persons making such appli-
cation, requiring him to warn the inhabitants of such 
district qualified to vote in town affairs, to meet at 
the time and place and for the purposes set forth in 
said warrant; and the warning aforesaid shall be in 
the manner prescribed in this section. 

SECT. 12. Be it jtH,ther enacted, That when- P d' 

I I . f 1 I d" II I rocee lOgS ever at any ega meetll1g o· a sc 100 Istnct, ca ec when a maj?ri-
r , tl . f ... ,' . .c. ,tl ,t' ty of voters In a lOr le ptllpose 0 I<11S111g nloney, lOr le elec 109, distl'ict ale op-

repairing', purchasinO' or removing of a school house poser! to l'aising 
• • t"I. ' ormoneyforcel'o 

or for purchaslI1g land on WlllCh the same may stand, tain purposes. 

or fi)r procuring utensils therefor, a majority of the 
voters present are opposed to the raising of money 
for any snch purpose, it shall be lawfnl for the se-
lectmen of the town, or assessors of the plantation 
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in which such district is situated, on applicat.ion in 
writing of any five or more freeholders, inhabitants 
of such school district, to insert in t.heil' warrant for 
calling the next tOVI'll or plantation meeting, an ar
ticle requiring the opinion of the town or plantation 
relative to such subject as proposed in the said dis
trict meeting; and if a majority of the voters present 
in such town or plantation meeting, shall think it 
necessary and expedient, they may grant a sum suf
ficient for any of the purposes aforesaid, to be as
sessed on the polls and estates in said school district, 
to be collected and paid as is in this act provided. 

Proceedings in BE CT. 13. Be it ft~1'the1' enacted, That when 
caseofdisagree- three fourths of the inhabitants who are legal voters 
ment as to loca- • d' t . t hIt 
tion of School 111 any IS rIC , cannot agree were to erect 01' oca e 
HOllses, &c. a school house in their district, or where tvw thirds 

of such inhabitants are not in favor of removing a 
school house, the selectmen of the town ol',.the as
sessors of the plantation, to which such dist~'ict be·, 
longs, upon application made to them in writing by 
any two or more legal voters of said district, or the 
committee of the district chosen to superintend the 
building or purchasing of such school hOllse, are 
hereby authorized and empowered to determine on 
the place tv here such school house shall be erected 
or located, or removed to. And in case any school 
district shall neglect or refuse to appoint a commit
tee to superintend the building or purchasing of such 
school house, the selectmen or assessors, as the case 
may be, are hereby authorized to appoint a commit
tee to consist of three suitable persons in such dis-

Proviao. trict. PTovided howeve1', That in case said com
mittee should refuse or neglect to act, the selectmen 
or assessors shall be empowered to discharge the 
duties of such committee. 

SECT. 14. Be it jwrthe1' enacted, That the 
Agent nuthori.- agent of any school district be and he hereby is au-
ed to purchase • f" 
fl1~l, make re- thonzecl to expend annually out 0 the money rmsed 
pRlrl, &c. for the support and maintenance of schools therein, 
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n sufficient sum to supply the school with necessary 
fuel, and a sum, not exceeding ten per cent. of the 
money assigned as the share of said district, for in
cidental repairs of its school house, out buildings, 
and necessary utensils for the same. 
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BE CT. 15. Be it jtt1'the1' enacted, That the Selectmen 10 

"electmen of tIle several towns and the assessors of malle return 
.~ to Secretary 
the several plantations, shall on or before the first of State of 

f . f 1 L . 1 . h 1 the nllmber of day 0 the seSSlOn 0 t le egIs ature, eig teen mn- school uistl'i~ts 
dred and thirty-five and every third year thereafter and of the clul-, , ( . ' dl'en, «c. 
make a ret.urn to the office of the Secretary of State 
of the number of school districts within their re
spective towns and plantations, the number of chil
dren in each of said districts between the ages of 
four and twenty one years, the number who usually 
attend school in each, the amount of money raiseu 
and expended for the support of schools ; designat
ing what pal't is raised by taxes, and ,,,hat from 
funds, and how sneh funds have accrued, and the 
time the school may have been kept annually in each, 
designating how much by a school mist.ress. 

SE CT. 16. Be it f'ttrthe1' enacted, That it shall s 1 
JI i eCl'e ary to 

be the duty of the Secretary of State to furnish fumish blank 
blank retul'llS to the selectmen of towns, and the returns. 
assessors of plantations, agreeably to the provisions 
of the fifteenth section of this Act, at such time and 
in such quantities as may be found necessary. 

BE CT. 17. Be it jttrthe1' enacted, That the Mode of pro
inhabitants of the city of Portland shall be and here- cefepding

l indCitYa I • • 0 ort an an 
by are authorlZed at then' annual meetmgs to choose other places, 
1'· 1 1 'tt fIb h "na powel'. and t lell' SC 100 COmml ees 0 SUC 1 num er as t ey may dnties of their 

think proper w 11ich committee shall have all the school commit· 
• ' tee.q, 

rIghts and powers and shall perform all the duties 
enjoyed and enjoined upon the said superintending 
committee and said agents. And the power of de
termining the age at which scholars may be admit
ted into the schools, of transferring the scholars from 
school to school, and the right of laying out and ex
pending the money raised for the support of schools 
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maintained on 
Islands. 

Forfeitures and 
pena It ie., lID IV 
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expended. 
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and defraying the contingent expenses thereof, and 
sl~ch further powers as may be found useful and ne
cessary in managing the business committed to them 
-notwithstanding auy thing contained jn the third 
section of this act to the contrary. And the towns 
of Bangor, Bath, Augusta, or any other towns, or 
any number of districts in any towns, ,vhich shall at 
any legal town meeting called for that pmpose, vote 
to accept the provisions of this section, shall have 
the right and be empowered so to do, and to the 
same extent as is given and provided for the city of 
Portland as aforesaid. 

SECT. 18. Be it jU1,the1' enacted, That any 
inhabited island, so distant f['Om the main that in the 
opinion of the town or plantation to ·which it belongs, 
it cannot with convenience or advantage be included 
in any school district, and too small to compose a 
district by itself, may be omitted in districting the 
town or plantation; and in such case the assessors 
shall assign to the inhabitants of such island their 
proportion of school money according to the number 
of scholars on said island, to be by them expended 
for the purpose of instruction, in such way as the 
superintending school committee shall approve. 

SE CT. 19. Be it fttrthe1' enacted, That an for
feitures and penalties for a breach of this Act, shall 
be recovered by indictment or information before 
any comt of competent jurisdiction; and it shall be 
the duty of all grand jurors, to make due present
ment thereof in all cases that shall come to their 
knowledge, and such penalty, ,,,hen recovered, shall 
in all instances be paid into the treasury of the town 
or plantation ·where the same was incurred, for the 
support of schools therein, in addition to the sum 
reg uired to be raised by this Act, and the cost of pros
ecution into the county treasury. And if any town or 
plantation shall neglect for the space of one year so 
to appropriate and expend any fine or penalty, they 
shall forfeit the same, to be recovered in an action of 
debt to the use of the person who may sue therefor. 
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BE CT. 20. Be it j111'the1' enacted, That it shall Annual .tnte-

1 h d t f I 1 f d 1 mentofthenum
)e t e u y 0 t Ie se ectmen 0 towns an tIe as- her of schola,'. 

sessors of plantations respectively to Inake out a to he transmit-" ted to Secretary 
statement annually of the number of scholars in each of State. 

of their districts, between the ages of four and twen-
ty Cine years, as the same existed on the first day of 
May preceding, with such other facts as are requir-
ed to be returned in the fifteenth section of this act, 
and to transmit such statement 'within the first three 
weeks of the annual session of the Legislature to the 
secretary of State, and to certify upon oath in said 
statement that the same is true and correct accord-
ing to their best knowledge and belief; and the dis
tribution of the Bank tax appropriated for the ben-
efit of primary schools by an act entitled "An addi- Chap. 52, p. 88, 

tional Act to provide for the education of youth," 
passed March fourth in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty three among the 
several cities, towns and plantations in this State, 
shall be predicated upon the statements so made 
and returned, any thing in said act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

SECT. 21. Be it j1wthel' enacted, That all ~~~~f:~~cts 
Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent 'with the pro- Ch. 117, vol. 2, 
. . f I' A b 1 lib page 503-Ch. VISIOns 0 t lIS ct e anc t Ie same are lere y 196, vol. 3, page 

repealed. !~i:3~1~'a:!li53 
[.!1pprove£l by the Gove1'1w1' March 11 1834 J -Ch. 361, vol. , ". 3, p. 211-Ch. 

Clmptel' 130, 

AN ACT authorizing Towns and Plantations to mise money for the purpose 
of purchasing land for public Burying Grounds. 

475, vol. 3, p. 
321. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hottse oj Rep-
1'esentatives, in Legislature assembled, That the Towns and 

several towns and plantations in this State may at pl~ntatiolls may 

1 . I . . MIA 'I ra'se money fm' t leU' annua meetmgs III arc 1 or pn , vote to ~urchasi.ng land 

raise money necessary for purchasing land or place ~~::i~~hhc celll-


