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PRIVATE AND SPECiAL 

ACTS 

TWELFTH LEGISLA TtJRE,. 

AT ITS SESSION COIlIIIIENCING JANUARY 4, 1832. 

PUBLISHED AGREEABLY TO THE RESOLVE OF JUNE 28, 1820.-

AUGUS'XA: 

I, BERRY &, CO., PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

1832. 
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Ilntil the yen!' October one thousand eight hundred and forty Seyeil', 
1847. 
Pl'Ovi.o. Provided, that the persons above named, or such of the111 

as may be living when said Rank shall go mto operation, 
shall become Stockholders therein to the amount of at 
least fifty pel' centum of the capital stock, and continue to 
bold that propoi'tion of said stock until the whole capital, 
named in the second section of this Act, shall hal'e been 
paid into said Bank. 

Capitul Stock SEct. 2. Be it jttl'ther enncted, ffhat the capital stock 
to be $100,000 .' • 
-to be dlvided of said Rank shall be one hunch'eel thou~and dollars in gold 
into shares of d'l l' . d l' 1 f 1 d 1 1 11 1 $100 cacho an SI Vel', c IVI ec lUtO s lares 0 one mn rec coal's eac 1. 

Bank to be es- And said Rank shall be established in the town of Portland 
tablished in 
Portland: 

Powers, priv­
ileges, &e. 

Pir.t meeting:. 

in the County of Cumberland. 
SEct. S. Be it J1t1'ther MUlcted, That said corporation 

shall be entitled to all the powers and privileges, and su b­
jeet to all the liabilitie$ and duties specified in an Act to 
regulate Ranks and Ranking, passed the thirty first day ot 
March one thousand eight hunched and thirty one. 

SECT. 4. Be it Jurlher enacted, That James C. Church­
ill, Luther Jewett and Solomon H, Mudge, 01' j major part 
of them, may call the first meeting of said corporation to 
be holden in Portland, by an advertisement, in the Eastern 
Argus printed in said Portland, Seven days at least hefore 
the time of said meeting. 

CHAPTER 250. 

AN AC'r HI establish the Oxford Canal Corporati0l1. 

Approved March 1, 183~. 

SECT. 1. Be it enctcted by the Senate and J{oilse oj Repl'e-
sentatives, in Legislature assembled, That W. R. NoHon, Cy­

Niim~s or pei'- rus Shaw, Samuel A. King, Ezra F. Real, William Reed, 
80ns incol'pol'Ut- N h . I n L' .,utl· D'd lI.T 1 H elL at ame .vennet, eVI n litman, aVl l~ oyes, anc enry 

Rust, with their associates and successors, be, and they 
hereby are created a corporation and body politic forever, 
by the name of the Oxford Canal Corporation, with all the 
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powers, pril'ileges, and immunities incident by law to a cor- !:,owel'~, pl'iv-
. : A" lieges, &c. 

pOlatlon .aggregate. nd saId corporatIOn may make any 
by-laws for the management of their affairs not repugnant 
to the laws of this State; and may take, hold, and convey 
in fce simple or in any less estate, any estate real, personal 
or mixed, necessary for carrying into effect the objects in­
tended by this Act. 

SECT. 2. Be it jurthe1' enacted, That the said corpora-
tion shall have power to survey layout make and forever !\lay lay out and 

" make a Canal 
maintain, a Canal or Canals with a suitable number of locks, 01" Canals, &c. 

to commence at the most suitable and convenient place at 
the waters of the Sebago Pond, in the County of Cumber- Location. 

land, and be constructed in a northerly direction, in the 
most suitable and convenient route until it enters the wa-
ters of the Thompson Pond so called thence passing 
through said Pond at or near Craiges mills in the town of 
Oxford thence in the most convenient route to Rust's mill 
pond at Norway village in the County of Oxford, following 
such direction and terminating at such place at said mill 
pond as they may designate; and for the purposes afore-
said may take and use the lands of private 1Jersons along !IIaytltal,)e adnd f " -use lC an s 0 

the course of said Canal, not exceeding the breadth of primte person •• 

twenty rods, acquiring the same title to said lands as is ac-
quired by the public to lands appropriated for public high- . 

.., Compensation 
ways, and paymg a Just compensatIOn therefor; and for the therefor. 

purposes of supplying and maintaining said canal or canals, 
the said corporation is hereby authorized to take and u~e III ) d ay ta <e an 
any water of and from any pond or ponds, rivers, and other use water fr.om 

• any pond, rlV-

water courses, as the same may be conve111ent or necessa- er, &c. 

ry ; and to make, in any part of such canal or canals and at 
the extremities thereof, all such locks flood gates, docks, 
embankments, basins, piers, wharves, and other works, as 
well above as below, low water mark, as may be conven-
ient or necessary for the purposes of this Act. 

SECT. 3. Be it jm·the1' enacted, That when the said cor­
poration cannot agree with any other corporation or indi-
vidual over and through whose lands lhe said canal or lIIode of fixing 

, . the compen,a-
canals may pass, then they may apply by petition to the lion for )an~. 

. , tal,cll by saId 
Comt of Common Pleas, when holden w1thl11 and for the Corporation, 

S 



392 OXFORD CANAL CORPORATION, 

County in which any part of such land may lie, therein 
setting forth, by a proper description, the quantity of land 
they want, and that they are unable to purchase the same 
by agreement, and requesting the said Court to have the 
same valued; and may file the same in the office of the 
Clerk of said COlu't in such county, and may take out a 
summons from him under the seal of said Court, with a 
copy of said petition annexed thereto, returnable at the 
next term of said Court; which summons shall be served at 
least thirty days before the sitting of said Court to which 
it is returnable and being duly s~rved and returned by the 
Sheriff of the proper county or his Deputy, the same may 
be entered with the other actions of the said Court; and 
the said Court shall thereupon proceed to inquire, and by 
the verdict ofa jury at the bar of said Court, to ascertain 

Vaiueof lalld- I I ·f I I d If' l' 'd 1 how oseeI'. t Ie va ue 0 t 18 an ta een rom any mc lVl ua or corpora-
tained. tion, for the purposes aforesaid; and the same verdict, being 

The tender or 
payment of 
damages, shall 
operate os, a 
transfer of the 
estatc, 

allowed and recorded, shall be conclusive on all parties; 
and the amount so ascertained, being paid or tendered by 
said corporation, and if not accepted, left with the said 
Cledc for the use of the party entitled to the ~ame, or his 
or their legal representative shall operate a transfer of the 
estate so taken, and vest the same in the said corporation, 
and thereupon they may enter upon, use, and occupy and 
enjoy the same for the purposes aforesaid forever. And 
the said Court and all officers who may perform any service 
on any such application, shall be entitled to the same fees 
as are by law taxable in civil actions; and the said corpo-

, ration may join in the said application, anyone or more 
Corpor3tlOn • d' '1 I hid b 1 I " may join sever·ll1 lVlC ua s, w ose an s may e taken; ane t Ie saId Jury 
al individuals in 1 II' 1 ' t ' . 'd" . I their applica,. S 1a ,111 eac 1 case, 1 e UI n sepal ate vel lCtS I espectmg tIe 
~ion-but the lands of each several respondent· and if in the ol)inion of 
JUry shallretlll'l1 ' 
s~parate "el'· the said Court, it may be necessary, they may upon the 
dlCtS, • f I" fl' b 1 motIOn 0 any party, C lrect a VIew 0 tIe prenllses y tIe 

jury upon such terms as to costs, as the Court may think 
proper, 

SECT, 4, Be it furthel' cnactcd, That if any person or 
corporation sustain damage in his or their lands or rights, 
hy llsing, diverting 01' drawing ofF any pond or water COlll'se, 
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or by Howing or dividing any lands, in consequence of any Tenner offull 
amount of dam­

act or thing done by said corporation and the said corpo-agossu~tai!1~d 
, I II d d fr' 1" d by any mdlVln-ratIOn s 1a ten er an 0 er to pay to t 1e party ll1Jure as nal, in conse-

aforesaid, such sum as said cOrI)oration may deem a J' ust qnetncfe of l
any 

... ac 0 saH corM 
and reasonable compensation, the same if found to be sUili-I'Ol'ation, shall 

Je a bar to fur­
cient, as herein after provided, shall be a bar to allY further thel' namages, 
damages for such inj ury. 

SECT. o. Be it fw·the)· enacted, That any person or cor-
. 1 ' 1 f' 1 1\1one of malt-poratlOn w 10 may sustam c amage as a oresan, may state ingcomplaint 

his complaint in writing, directed to the Court of Com mOll of,injdury&so StlS-
tame, c. 

Pleas, holden for the County in which such lands lay, at 
any term t hereof, setting forth with legal eel'tainty the in­
jury they have sustained; and a true copy of such com-
plaint being left with the President or Secretary of the said Notice to the 
corporation, thirty days at least before the setting of such Corpol"Ution, 

Court, and being afterwards entered lIpon the docket, said 
Court may hold jurisdiction of such complaint and give ~o~n'l.Ill:'Y ho}d 
. 1 d" . 1 1 1 ' 1 JUl'ISdICtlO1l 01 Juc gment an Issue executlOll t lereon; ane tIe salC corpo- such COH!-
ration may appear and plead to such complaint, ~ny matter plaint,&c, 

in bar, or abatement, or may traverse the facts therein set 
forth; and the said Court, if an issue in law shall be 
joined thereon, shall proceed to determine the same; and 
if an issue in fact shall he joined thereon, the same 
shall be committed to a jury at the bar of said Court, 
who shall try it and return their verdict thereon, and 
the same jury shall also inquire, and by their verdict 
ascertain what damages the party complaining has suffered; 
and if the said corporation shall not appear, the Court may, 
upon their default proceed to inquire by a jury, and ascer-
tain the damages any complainant has sustained; and the 
same proceedings sball be had respecting such damages as 
might have been had, if the said corporation had appeared 
and answered to such complaint. And if the jury who ~Yhen the jury 

. finn no greater 
may inquire of the damages III any case where the party damages than 

d 1 I l ' 1 f I 1 11 b sum tendered, has appeare ane pleac ee 111 )(1.1' 0 e amages, s la not Y the respondent 
their verdict find a grea tel' sum in damages than was ten- to hal'e costs. 

dered as aforesaid, then the respondent shall go free of 
such complaint and shall bave judgment and execution for 
their legal costs. And jf the said corporation shall have And if the Col'_ 
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poratioll have neglected to tender amends for any inJ'uries done as afore­not tendered 
amends.' they said, before they shall be served with a copy of such com-
may brmg mon- I' 1 I 1 ey into COllrt, p amt, t len t ley may at any Court where suc I process may 

be pending, bring into the same Court, under a rule for 
that purpose, for the use of the party complaining, such 
sum in satisfaction of the injuries complained of, together 
with the costs which then may have arisen; and if the com-

And if g,'eater I' 'II h d I II f· 'd damages are not P amant WI not accept t ereo£, an s Ja not a tel wal s 
recofer!,d,party by the verdict of the J'ury recover a greater sum in dama­complalllcd of 
shall go free. ges than shall have been paid into the Court under such 

rule, then the party complained of shall go free of such 
complaint. 

SECT, 6, Be it fitl'thM' enacted, That any party aggriev-

P , ed at the judgment of any Court of Common Pleas, may 
urhCB may np·' • 

peal to S, J, appeal therefrom to the next Supreme Judicial Court, to 
Court. be holden within and for such County as aforesaid; and 

the party appealing, shall before the same be granted, enter 
into recognizance with one or more sureties, to prosecute 
his appeal, and to pay such additional costs and damages 
as may be awarded against him; and the Supreme Judicial 
Court shall proceed on such appeal, in all respects as the 
Court having original jurisdiction thereof. 

SECT. 7. Be it further enacted, That if any person or 
Penalty for ma_persons, shall wilfully, maliciously, or contrary to law, 
~iciously injur- take up remove break down dig under or otherwise in-mg the Canal,' , 
to be pai~ to the jure any part of said Canal or Canals or any work or works 
CorporatIOn, d 'h ' , I connecte Wit or appertammg to t Ie same or any part 

thereof, such person or persons, for every such oifence, 
shall forfeit and pay to such corporation, a sum not less 
than fifty dollars, nor more than five thousand dollars, ac­
cording to the nature and aggravation of injury done or 
committed. And such offender or offenders shall further OffendCl's may 

be indicted. be liable to indictment for sllch trespass or trespasses, 
and on conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine 

Penalty to the 
State. to the use of the State, not more than on8 hundred dollars, 

nor less than twenty five dollars. 
SECT, 8, Be it fitl,thej' enacted, That the stock and prop-

Stock to be di- fl' 'I III 1" 1 l' fl· vided into 1400 erty 0 t liS corporatIOn S Ja )e ( IVl( e( II1to ourteen mn-
,In!'", dl'ed shares, certificates of which shall issue under the seal 
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of said eorporation, and be signed by the President and which .hall be 
deemed pe)'son~ 

TreaSllrer thereof; and the said shares shall be deemed al estale. 

and taken to be personal estate, and may be transferred by How to be 
t'''lllsfel'l'cd endorsement and sueh transfer shall be reeorded _by the' . 

Seeretary of said eorporation. And the said eorporation COI'jJOl'Ulion 
may malic 

may make assessments on the shares for the purpose of assessments 

effeeting the objeets of the eorporation: Provided however P,'o,,;so, 

that the whole amount of the assessments on eaeh share 
shall not exeeed the Sllm of fifty dollars, and the original . 

. . . . Prn'ale proper-
propnetors shall be holden m th81r pnvate property for ty of original 

1 f } . I I I I f,roprietOl'5 t 1e amount 0 assessments on t lelr severa s lUres, ane t Ie wide,,: 

eorporation may sue for the said assessments in any Court 
propel' to try the same. And in ease the amount of fifty 
dollars so assessed on eaeh :ohare will not supply the neees- C t' 

Ol'pora 1011 

sary funds, the eorporation may raise the funds required Illay, if neceBOll-

b II ' . l' . l'y create llCW 
y se mg any shares not subscnbed 101'; or by creatmg shureB. 

and selling any necessary number of shares over and above 
the said fourteen hundred shares. And if the proprietor 
of any share or shares shall beeome insol vent or unable to 
pay, or shall neglect or refuse to pay any assessment, for 
the term of thirty days after the same hath become due, 

• •• Shu,'cs of delin-
the share or shares on whICh there IS a delmquency may be qnent proprlO-

sold at public auction notice of the time and place of such !~~d.llluy bo 

sale being given by the Treasurer of said corporation, in 
two public newspapers, three weeks at lellst, previous to 
the time appointed for such sale; and the proceeds of the 
sale shall be applied to the payment of the assessments due 
on the share or shares so sold with the incidental charges; 
and the surplus, if any shall be paid to the former owner or 
his legal representatives on demand; and such sale shall 
give a good and complete title to the purchaser of such 
share or shares, and he shall receive a new certificate or 

'fi f P 'd d h l'f b l' h I'rol'bo. certl cates there or : rovt e oweVel', t 1at 1 elOre t e 
actual sale of nny sueh delinquent share or shares, the pro­
prietor thereof pay the assessments due thereon, with in-
terest from the time they become due, and all necessary 
and reasonable charges, the sale shall not proceed. 

SECT. 9. Be it fltl'thel' enacted, That a toll shall be, and Toll eslab­

hereby is granted and established for the benefit of said lished, 
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Rates. 

Goods may be 
detained until 
toll is paid. 
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corporation, according to the rates following, on all goods, 
lumber or other commodities passing through sai~l canal 
or canals actually cut and made nllvigable; viz. for all 
planks, boards, joist or other sawed stuff, and for all board 
logs floated on rafts or otherwise, six cents a mile for each 
thousand feet, board measure; for clapboards and staves 
six cents a thousand; for shingles, two cents a thousand; 
for cordwood and bark, six cents a cord, for each mile; 
for all timber and masts, six cents a ton for each mile, and 
for other lumber in proportion to the above rates; for all 
kinds-of goods or provisions carried in boats or on rafts 
six cents a tOll for each mile; for all boats or rafts,six 
cents for each lock the same may pass in addition to the 
toll aforesaid. And toll shall commence and be pay­
able as soon as any mile of such canal is completed for the 
passage of suitable boats and rafts.-And said corporation 
shall have power to detain any goods or lumber transport­
ed on said canal or canals until the toll due therefor is paid: 
and after twenty days from the time such toll became due, 
may sell at public auction, or othel'wise so much of such 
goods or lumber as may be necessary to pay such toll al1d 
other incidental charges; 01' said corporation may sue for 
said toll by action of debt in any Court proper to try the 

Toll '!laY be ai- same: Provided, That when twenty years from the first 
tered III 20 . 1 1 11 h . d 1 L . 1 f yeu,'.. opemng t Ie same s 1Il ave expire , t Ie egis ature rom 

thence forward may regulate the rate of toll; and the same 
shall be collected in such manner as shall be prescribed by 
ths ~aid corporation. 

'fhis to bo SECT. 10. Be it jnrther enctcted, That this Act in all 
,deemed in legal. •. 
proceedings a legal proceedmgs shall be deemed a pu bhc Act; and If 
Public Act--and . 1 . 1 11 l'd C 1 . h' fi to be void if salc corporatIOn s la not comp ete sal ana, Wit 111 ve 
"id Canal shall years from the passage of this Act then this Act shall be 
not be complet- ' 
cd in 5 years. void. 

SECT. 11. Be it j1!l'thel' eMcted, That it shall be the 
Corporation duty of the said cOl'llOration to make and keep in good re­
skhall ?luke "dnd pair, at all times, good and sufficient bridges, with draws 

eep III goo 
repair, bridges over said canal or canals, where any County or town roads 
with draws, &c. 1 1 I I' 1 ' now cross tIe ane w llC 1 may be taken 1m' the same, for 
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the passage of teams, mail stages and carriages, and every 
thing else necessary for the public convenience toll free, 

397 

SECT, 12, Be it JUl'thel' enacted, That the stock and Sl k oC exempt 
property of said corporation shall be exempted from all fI'O'~1 taxation 

1 I, 'I d' 'd I I 11 1 d I 1 ullt.l, &c, pu J IC taxes, untl a IVI. ene s la )e ma e, on t 18 S lares 
of said corporation equal to an anntHlI income of six per 
centum on the money actually expended by said corpora-
tion in making said Canal or Canals and other works con-
nected with and appertaining to the sllme, 

SECT, 13, Be it futthel' enacted, 'l'hat any foUl' of the 
persons named in the first section of this Act, may call the 
I1r.st meeting of said corporation to be holden at such time F' . 

4 U'Bt meeting. 
and place as they may judge proper, of which meeting they 
shall give notice by publishing· the same in one of the 
newspapers printed in Portland and in one of the newspa­
pers printed in the County of Oxford, the first publication 
to be at least fourteen days previous to said meeting, And 
at all meetings of said corporation, one vote shall be al­
lowed to a share and one vote for every additional two 
shares owned by the same proprietor: Provided, no one No pl'Oprietol' 

Pro]Jrietor shall be allowed more than ten votes; and ab- shall have mol'<} 
than ten votes. 

sent proprietors may vote by proxy duly authorized in 
writing, 

SECT, 14, Be it furthel' enctcted, That there shall be 
appointed by the County Commissioners, in each County c?U~ty COIll-

o • • mISSIOners to 
through winch said Canal may pass, a COlIuUlttee or com- appoint Com-

mittees of three disinterested and discreet men, whose ::,~~,~:ss~idx­
duty it shall be to examine, ascertain and report from time Canal. 

to time to said County Commissioners, when said canal or 
canals or any part thereof shall be completely navigable, 
and also to ascertain the number of miles in length, and the 
number of locks completed according to the intent of this 
Act. 


