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Powers, -lJl'iv .. 
ileges, &c. 

F irl5t meeting. 

Rights, immu­
nities, Ste. 

Corpol'alion 
may impose 
fines, &c. not 

CITY OF PORTLAND. 

SECT. 4. Be it jutthe!' enacted, That said corporation 
shall be entitled to all the powers and privileges and sub­
ject to all the duties and liabilities specified in an Act to 
regulate Banks and Banking, passed the thirty first day of 
March one thousand eight hundred and thirty one. 

SECT. 5. Be it further enacted, That Joshua Richard­
son, William 'Willis and Prentiss Mellen, or a major part of 
them, may call the first meeting of said corporation, to be 
holden in Portland, by advertisement in either of the news­
papers printed in said Portland seven days at least before 
the time of such meeting. 

CHAPTER M8. 

AN ACT to incorpol'llte the City of Portland. 

Approved February 28, 1832. 

SECT. 1. Be 'it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre­
sentatives, in Legislctl'ure assembled, That the inhabitants of 
the town of Portland shall continue to be a body politic 
and corporate by the name of the" City of Portland," and 
as such shall have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, immu­
nities, powers, privileges, and franchises, and shall be sub­
ject to all the duties and obligations now appertaining to, 
or incumbent upon said town as a municipal corporation, 
or appertaining to, or incumbent upon the inhabitants or 
Selectmen thereof; and may ordain and publish such acts, 
laws, and regulations, not inconsistent with the constitution 
and laws of this State, as shall be needful to the good or­
der of said body politic; and impose fines and penalties for 
the breach thereof not exeeeding fifty dollars, for anyone 

.exceeding $50. offence. 
SECT. 2. Be -it furthel' clUteted, That the administration 

of all the fiscal, prudential, and municipal affairs of said 
City, with the government thereof, shall be vested in one 
principal Magistrate, to be styled the Mayor, and one 
Council of seven to be denominated the board of Alder-
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men, and one Council of twenty one to be denominated the 
Common Council, all of whom shall bo inhabitants of said 
City j which boards shall constitute, and be called the 
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City Council' and shall be sworn or affirmed to the faith- Officer sball be 
, sworn, &c. 

ful performance of the duties of their respective offices. 
SECT. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Mayor of said 

City shall be the chief executive Magistrate thereof. It ~f:~~~; 
shall be his duty to be vigilant and active in causing the 
laws and regulations of the City to be executed and en­
forced, to exercise a general supervision over the conduct 
of all subordinate officers, and to cause their violations or 
neglect of duty to he punished. He may call special meet_l\Iay.callspecinl 
. meetmgs, &c. 
II1gs of the Board of Aldermen and Common Council, or 
either of them, when in his opinion the interest of the City 
requires it, by a notice in two or more of the papers print-
ed in the City, or by causing a summons or notification to 
be left at the usual dwelling place of each member of the 
board or boards to be convened. He shall from time to 
time communicate to both of them such informa tion, and 
recommend such measures, as the business and interest of 
the City may in his opinion require. He shall preside in Shall preside. 
the Board of Aldermen, and in joint meetings of the two 
boards, but shall have only a casting vote. He shall be Salary. 
compensated for his services by a salary to be fixed by the 
City Council, payable at stated periods, and shall receive 
therefor no other compensation j which compensation, 
however, shall not be increased nor diminished during his 
continuance in office. Provided, however, that the City Prodso. 
Council shall have power to appoint the Mayor Commis-
sioner of Streets, and allow him a suitable compensation 

. . Aldermen, .llld 
for such serVICe; but the Aldermen and Common Councll- Common Coun-

1 11 b . 1 d . I . 1 . cilmen ,hallre-men s 13 not e entlt e to reCelve any sa aIy or ot ler ceive no salary. 
compensation for their services. 

SECT. 4. Be it fm·ther enacted, That the executive pow­
ers of said City generally, and the administration of Police, 
with all the powers of the Selectmen of the town of Port­
land, excel)t as provided in the thirteenth section of this 

Powers vested 
Act, shall be vested in the Mayor and Aldermen, as fully in the Mayor 

'f lid b h' . lit I and Aldermen. a3 I t Ie same la een ere111 partICLl ar y enumera ee. 
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All other powers now vested in the inhabitallts of said 
town, and all powers granted by this Act, shall be vested 
in the IVlayor and Aldermen and Common Council of said 
city, to be exercised by conCUl'1'ent votE), each board to 

Electionsofoffi. have a negative upon the other. But all elections of offi­
j~i~~tS~:llo:~eby cers by the City Council, shall be by joint ballot of the 

two boards in convention. The City Council shall, annu­
:\unual meet-. ally on the first :Monday in AIJril elect all subordinate 
mgs of the CIty , . '.. 
Council, &c. officers for the ensumg year; define their dut18s, and fix 

their compensations, in cases where such duties and com­
pensations shall not be defined and fixed by the laws of 

Officet's may be this State; and may by concnrrent vote remove officers, 
removed. when in their opinion sufficient cause for removal exists. 

All officers shall be chosen and vacancies supplied for the 
current year, except as herein otherwise directed. The 

Duties of City City Council shall take care that moneys shall not b, e paid 
Council. 

from the Treasury, unless granted 01' appropriated; shall 
secure a prompt and just accountability, by requiring 
bonds with sufficient penalty and surety or sureties from 
all persons trusted with the receipt, custody or disburse­
ment of money; shall have the care and superintendance 
of city buildings, and the custody and management of all 
city property, with power to let 01' sell what may be legal­
ly let or sold; and to purchase and take, in the name of the 
city, such real or personal property not exceeding the sum 
of thirty thousand dollars as they may think useful to the 
public interest. And the City Council shall, as often as 
once a year, cause to be published for the information of 
the inhabitants, a particular account of receipts and expen­
ditures, and a schedule of city property. 

City Assessot's. SECT. 5. Be it jurthC)' enactEd, That the City Assessors 

Proviso. 

Assistant 
Assessors. 

who shall be annually appointed by the City Council, shall 
exercise and be subject to the same powers, duties, and 
liabilities, that the Assessors in the several towns in this 
State may exercise and be subject to under existing laws­
PJ'ovided, however, that the City Council shall appoint Olle 
person in each ,Yard, whose dUly it shall be to furnish the 
Assessors with all lleeessary information relative to per­
sons and properly) taxalJle ill his ward; and who shall be 
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sworn or affirmed to.the faithful performance of his duty. 
All taxes shall be assessed, apportioned and collected in Taxes-how 

I 'b db' assessed, t Ie manner prescl'l e y the laws of tIus State relative to 
town taxes: Provided, however, that it shall and may be p;·oviao. 

lawful for the City Council to establish further or addition-
al provisions for the collection th81'eof. 

SECT. 6. Be it further enacted, That the City Council Cit Council 

shall have exclusive authority and power to layout any shall have pow-
. er to layout 

llewstreet or pubhc way, or widen, or otherwise alter, any streets, &c. 

streot or public way in said City of Portland; and to esti-
mate the damages any individual may sustain thereby; and 
shall in all other respects be governed by, and subjeot to, 
the same rules and restrictions as are provided ih the laws 
of this State regulating the laying out and repairing streets 
and public highways. And any persall aggrieved by the 
decision or judgment of said City Council, may, so far as 
1'elates to damages, appeal thel'efrom to the next Court of 
Common Pleas in the county of Cumberland, which court 
is hereby empowered to hear and finally determine the 
same, by a committee, if the parties agree, or by a jury, 
and to render judgment and issu,e execution upon the re-
port of such committee, or verdict of the jury, with cost 
for the prevailing party. 

SECT. 7. Be it furthel' enacted, That all the laws and 
I'egulations now in force in said town shall, notwithstanding Regu!at~ons 

now in lorce 
this Act, be and remain in force until they shall expire by shall.oremaiu 

h . I'" b . dId b h C' l1il1il, &c. t ell' own nmtatlOn, or e revIse or repea e y t e Ity 
Council. AI1d prosecutions and suits 111ay be commenced 
and proceeded thereon in the name of the city, by offioers, 
or other pel'sons thel'eby empowered or directed to pros-
ecute and sue; and the fines and pena.lties shall go to the 
uses in such laws or regulations named, or according to law. 

SECT. 8. Be it jUj,thel' enacted, That the Municipall\I .. I 
. Ulllc,pa 

Court of the town of Portland shall have, in addition to its Court, 

present powers and jmisdiction, which are hereby conti11" 
ued to it, cognizance of all oil:'ences against the by-laws 
and regulations \vhich may be established by the City 
Council of the City of Portland; and may, on convictiotl 
therefor, award such sentenoe as to law and justice may 

7 
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divIded into 
~even wards, 
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Clerl<-

Their duty. 

Assistant 
'VardenB. 
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voters to be 
prepared by 
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Board of Al­
dermen. 

Meetings how 
notified. 

CITY OF PORTLAND. 

appertain; and any person, aggt'ieved hy snch sentence, 
may appeal therefrom to the Court of Common Pleas for 
the County of Cumberland, under the restrictions and con" 
ditions that the law provides in other cases of appeal from 
said Court. 

SECT. 9. Be it fttl'ther enacted, 'I'hat for the purpose of 
holding elections for City Officers, said city shall be divid­
ed into seven wards, to contain as nearly as may conven­
iently be, an equal number of voters. And it shall be the 
duty of the City Council, once in ten years, or oftener, to 
revise, and if it be needful to alter ~aid wards, in such man· 
ner as to preserve, as nearly as may be, an equal number 
of voters in each. In each of said wards there shall, an­
nually, on the Tuesday preceding the second Monday in 
April, be chosen, by written ballot, a Warden and Clerk, 
who shall hold their offices for one year, and until others 
shall have been chosen in their places. Said Warden and 
Clerk shall be sworn or affirmed to the faithful perform­
ance of their respective duties, by any Justice of the Peace 
of said city; and a certificate of such oaths or affirmations 
having been administered, shall be entered by the Clerk on 
the records of the ward. The Wardens shall preside at 
all ward meetings, with the powers of Moderators of town 
meetings. And if at any meeting the Warden should not 
be present, the Clerk of such ward shall call the meeting 
to order, and preside until a "Varden pro tem. shall be 
chosen. The Clerk shall record all the proceedings and 
certify the votes given; and deliver over to his successor 
in office all such records and journals, together with all 
other documents and papers held by him in said capacity. 
The inhabitants of each ward may choose two persons to 
assist the warden in receiving, sorting and counting the 
votes. The list of the names of the legal voters in each 
ward shall be prepared by the Assessors and Board of Al­
dermen, assisted by the "Vardens, in the same manner and 
under the same restrictions as are imposed by the laws of 
this State on the Assessors and Selectmen of towns. And 
all regular ward meetings shall be notified and called by a 
warrant from the Mayor and Aldermen, in the manner pre-
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scriued by the luws of this State, for notifying and calling 
town meetings by the Selectmen of the several towns. 

885 

SECT. 10. Be -it fttrthel' enacted That the Mayor shalllllayOl', Aldel'-, men and Com-
Le elected from the citizens at large, by the inhabitants of mon Council-
1 C · .. l' . W 1 AId men-how to t 1e . Ity, votmg 111 t lell' respective arc s; one erman be elected. 

and three Common Councilmell shall be elected by each 
Ward, being I'esidents in the Wards where elected; all said 
officers shall be elected by written ballot, by a majority of 
the votes given, und shall hold their offices one year from 
the second :Monday in April, and until others shall be elect-
ed in their place~. 

SECT. 11. Be it JUI·the/' enacted, 'rbati on the Tuesday 
next preceding the second Monday in April, amiually, im- When. 

mediately after a VVarden and Clerk shall have be!3n elect-
ed and sworn, the qualified electors of eadl Ward, shall 
ballot for a Mayor, one Alderman and three Common 
Councilmen; all the votes given for the said several offi-
cers respectively, shall be sorted, coullted, declared and 
registered in open 'Yard Meeting, by causing the names of 
the persons \Toted for, and the number of votes given for 
each, to be written in the "Vard Record, in words at length. 
'rhe Ward Clerk within twenty four hours after such DUly ofWul'd 

, Clerk. 
election, shall deliver to the persons elected Aldermen and . 
Common Councilmen, certificates of their election, and 
shall forthwith deliver to the City Clerk, a certified copy 
of the record of such election; Provided, luiwevel', that i[proviso. 
the choice of Alderman and Common Councilmen cannot 
conveniently be effected, on that day, the meeting may be 
adjoul'l1ed to another day, not more than two dftys there-
after, to complete such election. The Board of Aldermen Board of Aldel'-

I 11 . I b '1 . men shall ex-
S 1a ,as soon as convement y may e, examll1e t Ie copies amine the copies 
of the records of the several vYarcls, certified as aforesaid, of the records 

of the several 
and shall cause the person, who shall have been elected Wards, &c . 
. Mayor, by a majority of the votes given in all the "Yards, 
to be 1I0tifieci in writing of his election; but if it shall ap-

d 'f 1 'Vhen no choice pear that no person shall have been so electe , orl t 1e of Mayo,' shall 
1 I 11 f 1 fl' tl . 1 hUI'e been made person electec s 1a re use to accept t 1e 0 lee, le salc on second bal-

Board shall issue their warrants fo!' another election, anci1ot-;what p,'o-, ceedlllgs shall 
in case the citizens shall fail on a second ballot to elect a be had. 
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mation to, and 
by whorq 
lIdminietercd, 

CITY OF PORTLAND. 

Mayor, the City Council in con vention shall, from the fOlll' 

highest candidates voted fol' and l'eturned, elect a Mayor 
for the ensuing year; and in case of a vacancy in the office 
of Mayor, by death, resignation 01' otherwise, it shall be 
filled for the remainder of the term by a new election, in 
the manner herein before pl'ovided for the choice of said 
officer. Th(:l oath, or affirmation, prescribed by this Act, 
shall be administel'ed to the Mayor by the City Clerk, or 
any Justice of the Peace in said city. The Aldermen and 
Common Councilmen, elect, shall, on the second Monday 
in April, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, meet in conven­
tion, when the oath or affirmation, required by the second 
section of this Act, shall be administered to the members 
of the two Boards present, by the Mayor, or any J ustico 
()f the Peace, and thereupon the two Boards shall separate, 
and the Boal,d of CommOn Council shall be organized by 
the election of a President and Clerk. 

SEor. 12. Be it jttrtlter enacted, That the City Clerk 
Duties of City shall be Clel'k of the BoaI'd of Aldermen. He shall per~ 
Clerk. 

form such duties as shall be prescl'ibed by the BoaI'd of 
Aldel'men, 01' Common Council, and shall perform all the 
duties, and exercise all the powers by law incumbent upon, 
or vested in, the Town Clerk of the town of Portland, He 
shall give notice in two of the papel'S pl'inted in said city, of 
the time and place of regulal' 'Ward meetings; but the place 
of l'egulal' Ward meetings, and also the day and hoUl', when 
not fixed by law, shall be determined by the Boal'd of AI. 
dermen. The Board of Aldermen may, in the absence of 

Board of Alder· . ' 
men :naycl).oose the Mayor, choose a PresIdent pro tempore, who shall pre-
President pro . I . . . fIB d E 
tempore. SIC e at Jomt meetll1gs 0 t 1e two oar s. ach Board 
Record. shall keep a record of its proceedings, and judge the elec­

tion of its own members: qIld in case of failure of election, 
or of vacancy by death, resignation, or othenvise, may or­

Quorum. der new elections. A qUQrum for the transaction of busi-
ness, shall, in each BORrd, consist of a majority of the 
members thereof. 

SECT. 13. Be it j1t1'thel' enacted, That for all the pur­
poses of the election of Governor, Scn;jtor~,,! and u'q"'(" 
ormtatil'As., in the cd tlll~i ~:)t'\ll-., ;)1111 fl"',, i'"i •. , I' (JI 
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Deeds, and Treasurer for the County of Cumberland, and 
of Representatives in Congress, and Electors of President 
and Vice President, the inhabitants of said town of Portland 

•• Portland to COli-

shall, however, remam and contmue a town, and shall pos- tinuc a tOWII to\' 
II I . 1 d d b b' II I certain pur-sess a tie ng Its an powers, an e su Ject to a t 18 p08e8. 

duties, obligations and liabilities of other towns in this 
State, so far as regards the election of the officers afore-
said. And the Aldermen of said city shall, ex officio, be the D~ties of 

. ofhccl's. 
Selectmen of said town for the purposes of all such elec. 
tions; and the elec tion of persons to the ofl1ce of Alder­
men of said city, shall be taken and deemed, and is hereby 
declal'ed, an election to the office of Selectmen of said 
town; and the city Clerk and city Assessors shall, ex officio, 
be town CIPl'k and town Assessors for all the purposes of 
:mch elections; and the election of any person to the office 
of city Clel·k, 01' to the office of city Assessor, shall be 
taken and deemed, and is hereby declared 1111 election to 
the office of town Clerk and Assessor of the town, respec­
tively ; and the said Officers, in addition to their oath of 
office as city officers, shall respectively be sworn, as Select. 
men, town Clerk, and Assessors of the town of Portland, 
as now required by law; and they shall be required to 
perform all the duties, shall be under all the obligations, 
and shall be subject to all the liabilities, that the Select, 
men, town Clerk, and Assessors of other towns are, for all 
the pUI'poses of the election of Governor, Senators, and 
Representatives in the Legislature of this State, and Reg­
iste]' of Deeds, and Treasurer for the County of Cumber~ 
land, find of Representatives in Congress, and Electors of 
President and Vice President; and the city Constables 
shall be Constables of the town for the purpose of notify­
ing all town meetings for such elections, and of maintain~ 
ing order in said meetings. 

SECT. 14. Be it further enacted, That general meetings General 

of the citizens, qualified to vote in city affairs, may, from meeting •• 

time to time, be held to consult upon the public good-to 
instruct their Representatives, and to take all lawful meas-
ures to obtain redl'ef,~ of any g;rievances according to the 
r;~:,ltt ,icc-tired ilJ th,,: people by rilE: Constitution of thi" 
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State, and sueh meetings may, and shall be, duJy warned 
by tho Mayor and Aldermen upon the reqllision of thirty 
qualified YO tel'S of said city. 

Duty of the Se- SECT. 15. Be it jUl'thcl' enacted, That it shall be the 
Jectmell of the duty of the Selectmen of the town of Portland, as Soon as 
town of POl't-
J~lld. may be, after tllis Act shall have been accepted, as herein-

after provided, to calise a division of tho said town to be 
made into seven 1Vards, in such manner as to include, as 
nearly as convoniently may be consistently with well defin­
ed limits to each 'Ward, an equal number or' voters in oach 
Ward, 

SECT. 16. Be it fwthel' enacted, That fo1' the pl1l'pose 
of organizing tllC system of GoYel'l1ment hereby estilblish­
eel, and putting the same into operation in the first instance, 

Selectmen shall the Selectmen of the town for the tilr.e being, shall, sea­
issue their \~al'- s011ably, before the second :Montlay of April issue their 
runt fol' cnll111g .. " . ' 
meetings fol' Warrants for oallmg meetmgs of the smd oltlzens, at sllch 
the pUl'pose of I I I I 1 II I' \ \. l' I choosing otli- P aoe anc lOur as t ley s la t 11n { expec lent, lor t lC pur-
eer.. pose of choosing a Warden and Clerk for eaoh vYard, and 

New wal'l'ants 
in Crt::!c, &Co 

also to give in their yates for a l'Ihyor to be taken from 
the city at large, and one Alderman and three Common 
Counoilmen for eaoh Ward; and the transoript of the re­
cords of eaoh 1Yard, specifying the voteH given for a May­
or, one Alderman and three Common Counoilmen, certified 
by the Warden and Clerk of such 1Vard, shall at said fitst 
eleotion be returned to the said Selectmen of the said town 
of Portland, whose duty it shall be to examine and oom-
pare the same. And in oase said elections shall 110t be 
complete at the first election, then to issue a new Warrant 
until suoh eleotion shall be oorilpleted, and to give notice 
thereof in the mannel' herein before direoted, to the sever­
al persons elected. And at said first meeting, any inhabi­
tant of said Ward, being a legal voter, may oall the oitizens 
to order and preside until a 1Varden shall have been ohos­
en. And at said first meeting, a list of voters in eaoh )Yard, 
prepared and oorreoted by the Seleotmen of the town of 
Portland for the time being, shall be delivered to the Clerk 
of eaoh )Yard, when elected, to be llsed as provided by 
law in lawn meetings; and it cihall be the duty or the city 
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cOl1ncil in convention, immediately afler their first organi­
zation, to elect by ballot a city Clcrk,and all otherneces-
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sary city officers, who shall hold their offices respectively Tel'lll ofomce, 

until the second Monday in April then next. 
SECT. 17. Be it jtl1'thel' enacted, That this act shall take 

ft' db' f II f I I I 11 I 1 TId" Act to e ect an . e III 11 orce W len t 18 same s lU lave Jeel1 takc eO'ccl-

accepted by the inhabitants of said town, qualified to vote when, &c. 

in town aft'airs, at a legal town meeting calle~! for that pur-
pose, and by such a majority of all the votes given on the 
question of its acceptance, that the number in favor of such 
acceptance shall be to the number against it, in the pro-
portion of, at least, foLlI' to three: Provided it shall be so Proriso. 

accepted within three years from the passing of this Act; 
but not more than one meeting, for that purpose, shall be 
called in the same year. And the vote on such acceptance 
shall be taken by written or printed ballot. 

SECT. 18. Be it jU1'ther enacted, 'fha t all Ac ts, and 
parts of Acts, inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, Arts rcpealed. 

be and the same are hereby repealed, from and after the 
time when this Act shall have been accepted as aforesaid, 
and the new system of government organized, as herein 
provided. 

CHAPTER ,Mg. 

AN ACT 10 incorporate the Exchange Bunl<. 

Approved February 29, 1832. 

SECT. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprc­
sentatives, 1:n Legislature assembled, That James C. Churchill, 
William P. Preble, Jacob Knight, HezekiahWinslow, Sol- Nom~s of per-

sons IUCOl'pO~ 

omon H. Mudge, Luther Jewett, Levi Cutter, Ashur Ware, rated. 

Nathaniel Mitchell, John Chandler, John Dunlap, James 
B. Cahoon, Ezekiel Day and their associates, successors 
and assigns be and hereby are made a Corporation by the 
name of the President, Directors and Company of the , 
E I B I I 1 II . '1 I fi CorporatIOn 
. < xc lange an (, ane s lU so contll1ue untl t Ie rst day of shall contiullc 


