
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



PRIVATE AND SPECIAL 

AOTS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

PASSED BY 'fHE 

ELEVEN'rH LEGISLATURE, 

At its Session coulluencing January :itll, ISSI. 

-
PUBLISHED AGnEEABLY TO 'l'HE RESOLYE OF ~8'1'1I JUNE, ]820. -

~ortlllllll. 
TODD AND HOI,DEN ..... PRlNl'ERS TO 1'F1E STATE. 

1831, 



FISH IN SHEEPSCOT RIVER, 235 

SE CT. 4. Be it jlt1'thM' enacted, That when M 

th R ' I r. 'd h II b When new ever e egIs tel' c lOS en as aloresal , s a e Register is 

qualified and prepared to entel' upon the duties ~ualified, du-hes of the for-
of his office, the powers aBd duties exercised by mel' Register 

h R 
' , , shall ceaae. 

t e present eglster appolllted by vIrtue of a law 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, passed 
the twelfth day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one th0usand eight hundred and eight, shall 
cease, and all records, deeds and papers belong-
ing to said 0ffice shaI1 be by him delivel'ed to the 
Register chosen as aforesaid. 

SECT. 5. Be it fttrthe1' enacted, That all A I J 
Acts and parts of Acts, now in fOl'ce, inconsis- ctarepeD.6(. 

tent with the-provisions of this Act be and the 
same are .hereby repealed. 

CHAPTER 147. 

A.N ACT to regulate the taking of Fish in Sheepscot Riv~I'. 

Approved March 7, 1831. 

SECT. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in LegislatU1'e assem· 
bled, That from and after the passing of this Act, 
it shall be lawful for the inhabitants of the towns T f AI 

of Alna and Whitefield, and the plantation of n::l~d White: 

P 'k 'h C f L' I l' field and plan­atnc town, III t e ounty 0 mco n, at t leu' tatio~ of Pat-

annual town and plantation meetings in the month ric]<town, may , choose Com-
of March or April in each year, to choose by mittees; 

ballot a committee of not more than nine, nor 
less than three persons, in each town, and in said 
plantation, who shall be residents of the town or 
plantation in which they are chosen, and who 
shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their Who shall be 

duty; and it shall be the duty of said commit- sworll. 

tee, to cause sufficient locks, sluices or fishways, Their duty, 

in their respective towns, and in said plantation, 
to be kept open and free for the passage of Bal-
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mon, Shad and Alewives, up and down said river 
and the streams emptying into thfl sarl)e, within 
said town of Whitefield, from the first day of 

~1:;~eSt~\,~~l-lVIay to the first day of July, and from the twen~ 
~;f;o~~n~~~ tieth day of August to the twentieth day ?f Sep­
unless, &c. tembel' annually; unless in each yeat' saId com-

mittee shall agree upon a shorter period; and 
Committe may said committee shall have powel' to remove all 
remo~e ob. obstructions to the free and convenient passage of 
atructlOns. • fi . . 

sald sh, up and down sald l'lver and stl'eams, 
which they may find during the times aforesaid; 
and in the discharge of the duties required in 
and by this Act, may pass over and upon the 
lands of any person through or by which said 

They sh,nlInol river 01' streams run without being considet'ed 
be consH\el'ed , 
h'esp~ssers, in trespassers; and any person hindering or molest· 
cerlulIl cases. • • I . . I fl' I d' lI1g Sale committee, or elt leI' 0 t lem, 111 t le IS-

charge of their 01' bis duty in said office, 01' who 
shall, in any way obstruct said locks, sluices 01' 

passage ways, 01' calise any ob~tl'uctions in said 
river and streams, and shall not immediately re­
move the same, during the times aforesaid, he or 

Penalty fot' they so offending shall forfeit and pay a sum not 
c~~~~~i\lt~:n~~ exceeding twenty nOl' less than five dollars, for 
ob~tructing each and every offence· and if eilhel' of said 
slUICes, &c. • "II 

towns, or said plantatIOn, sha neglect 01' refuse 

P It ' to choose said committee, snch town or planta-ena y mCllr.. . • 
l'edbyt?wnfor tIOn shall forfeit and pay a slim not less than 
neglecting (0 hid I d II Ii choose Com- twenty, nor more t an one lun l'ee 0 aI'S, 01' 

mittee. each and every year such town or plantation 
shall so neglect 01' refuse; to be recovel'ed by 
action of debt in any Court propel' to try the 
same, to the use of any individual who may pros-

Proviso. ecute therefol': P1'ovided, That the above named 
plantation of Patricktown, shall not be I'equil'ed 
to open said passage for said fish through the mill 
dam above Long Pond, so called, until it shall 
be ascertained by the fish committee of said 
plantation, that the said fish come into the stream 
that empties into tbe pond, and notice thereof be 
gi ven by said committee to tbe Assessol's of said 
plantation. 
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SECT. 2. Be it further enacted, That if any 
person chosen as one of said committee, on due 
notice, shall refuse to accept thereof, and to 
qualify himself therefOt', within seven days after. , 

. 1 . {',. I I I {', fi' FIne Incurred Sal( notIce, every person so re1usmg S 1a 101' elt by member fol' 

and flay a fine of five dollars to the use of the l'efusal 01' n,e. 
• • . ' • gleet to qualify 

town or plantatIOn, 111 wInch such person resIdes, himself for duo 

d L T f'd 1" ty, &0. an tile reasurer 0 .. sal town 01' p antatIOn, IS 

hereby authorized and directed to sue for the How to be col. 

I . f I f I f lected. same; ane 111 case 0 t 1e re usa 0 any person 
so chosen, the Selectmen of said town, and the 
Assessors of said 1)lantation for the time being' ~aw vncan· 

, • ' Cles .hall be 
shall have power, and are hereby dIrected to filled in ellse 

1 . I of the refus!tl proceec to appOint some ot leI' pet'son 01' persons of any memo 

in the room of him or them, who shall refuse as ber to serve. 

afol'esaid; and any person so appointed, who 
shall refuse as aforesaid, shall be liable to the 
same penalty; and if said Selectmen or Asses-
sors, shall neglect to proceed as aforesaid, they 
shall each of them forfeit and pay the sum of ten 
dollars: Pro'vided however, That no person shall Pravho. 

be obliged to Sel've on said committee more than 
one year in tlll'ee, . 

SECT,3, Be it f'Lt1'ther enacted, That if said 
committee or either of them, shall neglect or re-
fuse to perform the duties required of them by Furth,er pen. , Illty mOlll'l'ed 
this Act, he 01' they so neglecting or refusing, shall by Cam~llittee 
fi {',. I . . for refllsmg or 
or1Clt and pay to the use of liS 01' theIl' town or neglecting t~ 

plantation, a sum not exceeding ten, nor less than ~~:;~l'In theIr 
five dollars for each day he or they so neglect 01' 

refuse to perform theil' duty as aforesaid; to be 
sued for and recovered by the 'l'reasurer of said 
town 01' plantation, 

SE C T, 4, Be it further enacted, That each Each town to 

of the afol'esaid towns and said l)lantation shall m!,ke & ,main' , 'tam slmce 
at its separate expense, and undel' the supel'in- way,&c.atit. 

tendence of its own committee, make and main- OIYl1 expense. 

tain a good and sufficient lock, sluice or fishway, 
al'Ound, through or over every dam, which is 
across said river and the aforesaid streams, with-
in the limits of each of said towns and of said 
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Proviso. plantation respectively: Provided however, Said 
fish ways shall not be built in any place on said. 
stl'eams, unless the committee of said town of' 
Whitefield shall deem the same exgedient and of , 
public utility; and if either of said towns or said \ 
plantation, shall neg lect to make and complete 

P 1
· good and sufficient locks, sluices or fishways as 

enll tYll1cur-!'. 'd b I h 
red by 100~'ns alOreSal y t 1e fil'St day of October next, sue 
for neglectlllg tIt t' h II!'. r' d t "to make and own or P an a IOn s a 10rlett an pay a sum no 
I
cornkple&te exceeding one hundred dollars nOl' less than fifty', oc B, "'e. u 

and if either of said towns or said plantation shall 
neglect 01' refuse to maintain and keep the same , 
in repail', after they are made and completed, 
such town or plantation, shall forfeit and pay, for 
each year of such neglect and refusal, a sum not 
less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars, 

FUI'ther fol'- to be recovered by action of debt in any Court 
feilul'e. h h f proper to try t e same, to t e use 0 any pel'son 

who may sue therefor. 
SECT, 5, Be it !u1,ther enacted, That if the 

Owners of owner or owners, 01' any occupant of any mill or 
mills or dams dam on said river or streams shall refuse to let "11Il1l not pre- , , 
ve.ntsaid Com- the afol'esaid committee erect and keep open said 
nnttee from e.. • 
,·ectil.'g and locks, slmces or fishways around, over or through 
foec1i:,n&c~pen the sevel'al dams, aforesaid, or in any way ob. 

struct their operations in removing lumber,logs, 
timber or othet' obstructions, that might prevent 
the fish fi'om ascending or descending said river 
and streams, or shall in any way obstruct said 
fishways on said river and streams, in the man­
agement of their business, and shall not imme­
{liately remove the same, they shall each of them 

Forfeiture forfeit and pay, for each day they shall so offend, 
therefor, 

a sum not exceeding ten, nor less than five dollars. 
SECT, 6, Be it fnrther enacted, That said 

~liti',~ ;'·i;il- towns respectively, and said plantation, may, at 
~~~ of taking their annual meetings aforesaid, sell the privilege 

, of taking fish within their respective towns and 
within said plantation, for a term not exceeding 
one year, at anyone time, to any person or pel'­
sons, under such regulations and restrictions as 
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said towns respectively and said plantation may 
dl'rect· 01' may otherwise dispose of the same iro!' may. other-, Wlse dlspose 

they see fit, and may establish the prices at which of the S[lme, 

such fish llIaJ'" be sold, not exceeding twenty-five 
cents for an hundred; and the profits nrising 
from the sale or disposition of said privileges P fi t b 

• . ro 1tS 0 e 
shall be appropnated to such purposes as the 111- [lp~r{)pri?-ted 
h b' f 'd d 'd I ' h IlbYlOhallltllntB a Itants 0 sal town all sal p antatIOn sa· of town., 

respectively order; and said towns and said plan-
tation respectively, shall designate t he place or 
places where said fish shall be taken, and no fish 
shall be taken at any other place or places within 
said towns and said plantation; and if any per-
son or persons, other than those to whom said 
towns and said plantation shall have sold said 
privilege, or authorized to take said fish, or per-
sons employed by them, shall take any of said 
fish, by nets, seines, wares, or in any other man-
ner, above the lower falls on the tide waters of 
said rive)', he or they shall forfeit and pay a sum 
not exceeding twenty nor less than five dollars P.en[llty fOl: t[l~ 

, lnn o fish With. 
fOl' every offence, and the fish so taken, and all outper!l1issiOTh 

nets and seines used in taking the same, shall be 
forfeited. 

SEC'f. 7. Be it further enacted, That the 
days for taking fish in said river and streams, 
shall be 1'uesday and Friday of each week, in the D[lYs for fuk­

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ing fish, 

thil'ty-three, and afterwards on Tuesday, Wed-
nesday and Friday of each week, and at no other 
time; and no fish shall be taken in said river and 
stl'earns within said towns and said plantation, 
prior to the fil'st day of l\'Jay in the year afore-
said, under penalty of ten cents for everyalewive, 
fifteen cents for every shad, and one dollar fOl' 
every salmon so unlawfully taken. 

SECT. S. Be itfurthel' enacted, That if the 
purchaser or purchasers, manager or managers of 
said privileges in either of said towns or in said 
plantation, or any person or persons employed . 
b h h II k f fd fi h Penalty fOl'Vl. Y tern, s a presume to ta e any 0 sa s olating provi •. 

out of said river or streams, at any time or place, iuns of this act 
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in violation of the provisions of this Act, he or 
they so offending shall forfeit and pay a sum not 
less than two nor exceeding fifteen dollars for 
every offence. • 

SECT. 9. Be it jU1,the1' enacted, That if any 
No persoll person or persons shall hereafter make build or 
shall emet any • .' 
dum withoul, erect any dam or other obstructIOn In, across 01' 

&c. upon said river or streams, without making and ' 
providing proper locks, sluices or passage ways 
for said fish to pass up and down, in the season of 
going to spawn and returning, he or they shall 

Penahythere- forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding one hundred, 
for, 

nor less than fifty dollars, and the same dam 01' 

obstruction shall be considered and adjudged as 
a nuisance and abated as such. 

SECT. 10. Be itju1'the1' enacted, That if any 
Paren,ts Ilnd minor or minol's shall offend against any part of 
gllnnhans all- • • • 
Rwera"le for tlus Act, and thereby mcur any of the penalties 
oftences com- fi 'd 1 d' f 
mitled by mi- a oresal , t le parents, mastel's or guar lans 0 

nors, ag,ai,nst such minor or minors shall be answerable there~ 
the provIsIOns 

of this act. for, as if it were his or their personal offence. 
SECT. 11. Be it jU1,the1' enacted, That no 

Who sh,allnot purchaser or manager aforesaid or any person 
be cOl1sHlered , 
trespassers-- employed by them shall be deemed a trespasser 
& under what', 1 I d d ' f 
conditions. In gomg on t le an s an prennses 0 any person 

in order to take said fish, on their paying a rea­
sonable compensation therefor if required; and 
if said parties shall not agl'ee, the Judge of Pro­
bate for said County, is authorized to appoint 
three persons, a majority of whom may decide 
upon the sum proper to be paid, and their decision 
shall be conclusive and binding upon said parties. 

SECT. 12. Be it jU1'the1' enacted, That all 
penalties incurred by any breach of this Act, 

Penalties in- except as herein specified shall be recovered by 
curred under , 
this act, how action of debt, in any Court competent to try the 
recovered. same, in the name of either of said committee of 

the town or plantation where the ofii:mce was 
committed, one moiety thereof to the use of the 

How applied. Plaintiff who sues for the same, and the other 
moiety to the use of said town or plantation. 




