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1282 COUNTY COl\U\HSSIONERS. 

CHAPTER D. 

AN ADDITIONAL ACT directing the method oflaying out and 
making provision for the repair and amendment of Highways, 
and providing for the appointment of County Commissioners. 

SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in Legislatut'e assem~ 
bled, That there shall be appointed and commis­
sioned by the Governor, with the advice and con-

Three per- f h C '1 h . I sons to ue np- sent 0 t e ounCI, tree sUltab e persons as 
~~~i;ed~~unty County Commissioners, in each of the several 
a~ CO~llt~ Counties in this State, one of whom shall be de-
CormnlSSlOn-. d Cl' b h' ., d ers, one to ue slgnate as laIr,91an y IS commISSIOn, an 
designated us h h II b' .. 9 f d 'd . I Chuirman. t ey s a e cItIzens 0 an resl ent In suc 1 

County, and hold their offices for the term offour 
years, unless sooner removed by the Governol' 
and Council. 

SECT. 2. Be it furthe1' enacted, That the 
County Commissioners, shall meet in their respec­
tive Counties, for the discharge of the duties of 

Meetings of h' ffi h . d I 1 Commis;ion- tell' 0 ce, atsuc tImes an p aces as t Ie sever:... 
en:), al Courts of Sessions are now by law required to 

meet: Pt'ovided, That hereafter there shall be 
but two regular meetings in the County of Ken­
nebec, annually, to wit, on the last Tuesday of 
April, and on the last Tuesday of December; 
and two regular meetings in the County of Wal­
do, annually, to wit, on the third Tuesday of Au­
gust, and the third Tuesday of April; and the 
Clerks of the Judicial Courts, within the several 
C?u~ties, shall be the Clerks of the County Com­
mISSIOners. 

SECT. 3. Be it ftwthe1' enacted, That, from 
and after the passing of this Act, the County 
Commissioners, in their respective Counties, shall 

Their power •. have, exercise and perform, except so far as the 
same are modified or altered by the provisions of 
this Act, all the powers, authorities and duties, 
which by law al'e now exercised and performed 
by the Court of Sessions, for the several Coun~ 
ties. 

SE C '1'. 4,. Be it furthM' enacted, 'rhat all pe-



COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. ]283 

titions, recognizances, and warrants, orders, cer­
tificates, reports and processes, made to, pending 
in, taken for, or continued, or returnable to the ~fatt~l. pend-

e f S · . hie . ·h II lIlg III Conrt ourt 0 eSSlOns, 111 t e severa ountles, s a of Sessions, 

be returnable to, proceeded in, and determined by llOW disposed 

the respective County Commissioners, in the same of. 

County, in the same way and manner, as is now 
provided by law, except so far as a different 
cOlll'se of procedure is herein provided, 

SEC'f.5. Be itfw'ther enacted, That all and 
every petition for the laying out, alteration or dis­
continuance of any higlnyay, or common road, l\Iod~ of pro­

leading fi'om town to town, shall be presented to ~i~~o~~;.g on pe­

the County Commissioners, at one of their regu-
lar sessions, within and for the county wherein 
such road is prayed for, and said County Com­
missioners, or a majority of them, upon receiving 
satisfactory evidence that said petitioners are re­
sponsible, and that they ought to be heard touch-
ing the matter set forth in their petition, shall 
proceed to view the route for the highway, or 
common road mentioned in such petition; first 
giving all pel'sons and corporations interested, 
thirty days notice of the time and place of snch . 

. fi . . If' IbN ohee 011 pe o 

View, a tel' post1l1g up notICes t 1ereo 111 t 1l'ee pu - titions. 

lic places in each town in which any part of such 
road may lie, or be pl'ayed for, and by publishing 
notice thereof in some newspaper, if any there be, 
in the same county; and if, after such view and 
a hearing of the parties and their witnesses which Cot11mi~8iol1-. ~ 'ers to VIeW 

hearing shall be at the time and place of such Iln~ .hellr the . . I . h '" petIhOnel's on VIeW, or at some convement pace 111 t e Vicimty, or nellr the 

immediately after such view, they shall judge the ~~~~~sed 
same to be of common convenience and necessity, 
they, or a majority of them, shall have the power 
to layout; alter or discontinue such highway or 
common road, or any part thereof, and shall also 
estimate the damages, if any, which any person 
or corporation may sustain by reason of the lay-
ing out, alteration or discontinuance of such high-
way or common road, and shall malce a correct 
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To mllke re- return of their doings, under their hands, with an 
tU"n of doings, tId" f'd h' 1 anti estimate accura e p an 01' escl'lptlOn 0 Sal Iglway or 
damages. common road, so laid out, altered, or discontinu-

ed to the regular session of said County Commis­
sioners, next after such view, and shall cause the 
same to be duly recorded; and every road so laid 
out, returned and recorded, shall be known as a 
public highway; and any person 01' persons, 

Persons ag- corporation or corporations, aggrieved by the de­
grielved .m~y cision of said County Commissionel's in estima-
app y wltlun • • 
ope y~ll~ to tmg damages, may have the same remedies and 
CommISSIOn- 1" h C C 
ers, at regular processes, upon upp lcatlOn to t e ounty om-
session, and missioners at any regular session within one yeal' 
have stlme re- , 
medy us ill next after such return shall have been recol'ded, 
Court of Ses- d ft d h h 
sions. an not a erwar s, as t ey now may ave upon 

application to the Court of Sessions for their re­
spective counties. 

SECT. 6. Be it fttrthe?' enacted, That for all 
services, done by virtue of this Act, said County 

Compen!~tioll Commissioners shall receive at the rate of three 
of Commlss. 
ioners. dollars per day to be paid out of the County 

Treasury; Pl'ovided, however, That when said 
County Commissioners shall decide against the 
prayer of any petition, the petitionel's shall pay 
them, at the same rate, for all services ,rendered 
by them, or such part thereof as said Commis­
sioners shall adjudge equitable, and said County 
Commissioners shall have a right of action against, 
and may recover of all or anyone of such peti­
tioners, the sums due to them respectively, in any 
Court of competent jurisdiction, if said petition­
ers shall neglect or refuse to pay the same. 

SECT. 7. Be itfurther enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of said County Commissioners to 
perform all the duties by law required of Com-

Dnty of Com., C I' h' h d' h 
relative to mlttees lor aymg out 19 ways, an III t e re-
~ir~~i~gOhlgh~ turn, which they shall make of their proceedings 
ways. in laying out or altering any highway, to give the 

owner of the land, over which said way may be 
laid out, a reasonable time to take off all the 
wood, timber and trees, except such as may be 
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wanted by the surveyors, or other persons, appolnt­
ed to make such road, for the purpose of making' 
the same; and also to fix the time not exceeding 
three years, within which such sum or sums of 
money, as shall be assessed in damages to thC'· 
owners ofJand, over which any highway shall be 
laid out, shall be paid out of the County Tl'eas~ 
ury, and also to fix the time, not exceeding three ;o~ e~~e~di~g 
Years within which the seveml towns through three y~at'B, 

• ' • 'for pllyment of 
whICh any hIghway may be laid out, shall open damllges. 

and make the same, 
SECT, 8, Be it jtwthe1' enacted, That the 

County Commissioners of any County, shall have 
power and authority in all cases, when it shall 
appear that any petition pending before them, Whenp~titiol'i 
contemplates the laying out alteration or discon- contemplates 
. ' .' road through 

tmuance of any hIghway or common road extend- two ?r more 
.. I h . . h' countwB mode, mg mto, or t woug , two or more counties m t IS ofproce~ding, 
State, to request a meeting of the Commissionel's 
of such counties, at such time and place as they 
shall appoint, to view the route mentioned in such 
petition, by causing an attested copy of such pe-
tition, to be served upon the Chail'lnan of said 
Commissioners, in each of the Counties afol'esaid, 
and causing notice to be served upon all persons 
and corpomtions intel'ested, by publishing said 
petition, in the paper published by the printer to 
the State, and also in one other paper printed in 
each County, through which the proposed road is 
to pass, (if any such paper there be) thirty days, 
at least, before the time of such meeting and view, 
and, at such meeting, a majority of the Commis-
sioners present, may proceed to adjudicate on such 
petition, and if they shall adjudge such highway 
or road to be of common convenience and neces-
sity, or any part thereof, the Commissioners shall 
proceed to layout that part of such highway, 
which lies in their respective Counties, in the 
same way and manner, as is provided in the fifth 
section of'this Act. 

s 



TAXES. 

SEC T. 9. Be it jw'thel'enacteil, That any 
road now laid out by the Court of Sessions, or 

Ronds n<!t ~. which may hereafter be laid out by the County 
pened wltlnn C ,. I' I h II b d" 
six years to be OmmlSSlOnerS, W lIC 1 S a not e opene wlthm 
deemed dis- , fi h' II 1 . 'd C continued. SIX years I'om t e tm1e a owec by sal ourt or 

County Commissioners, for opening the same, 
shall be taken and deemed to be discontinued, 

SECT. 10. Be it JUTtheT enacted, That the 
first section of an Act, entitled "An Act to repeal 
an Act to establish Courts of Sessions, and for 
establishing Courts of Sessions," passed the 
twenty-fifth day of February, in the year of our 

Acl of Febru- L d h d' I I d d d ary 25, 1825, or one t ousan eIg 1t lun re an twenty-
repealed. five, and all A cts and parts of Acts inconsistent 

with the provisions of this Act, be, and the same 
Tbis Act to are hereby repealed. This act shall take effect 
take effect from and after the sixteenth day of May next· from !lnd [lfter , • • , 
.!IIay 16,1831. \;lut the County COmnllSSlOners aforesaid, may be 

appointed and commissioned before that time. 
[Approved by the Governor, JlIm-eh 10,1831.] 

CHAPTER DI. 

AN ADDITIONAL ACT concerning the assessmeut alld collec­
tion of Taxes. 

SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and 
JIouse of Representatives, in Legislature as~ 
sembled, That when any real estate shall be sold 
by any Collector of taxes, by virtue of the Acts, 

~rie~~: 0:;ra~o- to which this is additional, the owner or proprie­
redeelllwithin tor of any such real estate, 01' his heirs or as-
live years., I II hI' I f d ' I signs, s la ave t le rig 1t 0 re eemmg t Ie same 

at any time within five ye,ars from the time of such 
sale, on paying the sum, for which the same was 
sold, and all necessary intervening charges, and 

To P[lY all also all such sums as the purchaser, his heil's, or 
charges and, h 'd r d'd taxes, with assigns may ave pal Jor taxes assesse on Sal 
!welve per ct. real estate after such sale with interest on said lOt. rest. , 


