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PUBLIC ACTS 

OF THE-

STATE OF MAINE, 

PASSED BY THE 

NINTH LEGISLATURE, 

AT ITS 

~ESSION HELD IN .JAN-VARY, 1829, 

l'ublished agreeably to the Resolve of the 20th lune, 1820. 

~ortlnnb' : 
J;)A1I & FRASER .. "",,,,,PRINTERS TO THE STATE, 

lS29. 



A.BOLISHING l'UNlSlfMEN'f OF DEA.TH, &0. 1195 

State, which has erecteu, or may hereafter erect Overtcm.ofho" ... 
a House of Correction, or shall have appropriated ~~~~i~~~~I~;8!1.;t~ 
any Roor. House for thatpurp9se, shall annually men. 
appoint ·a board of overseers"oC 'suGhHou~eof 
C.ome.ction, . to. consist of three,five or sev~n· able 
and :discreet persbns, whose duty it .shall be40 
appoint; some suitable personfor atnaster£orkeep""' 
er;thereof, except wherithe Poor Househas:been,' 
or shall be appropriated for that purpose ;: :in whh~h 
case .the overseer of the Poor House shall he mas .. ov.mecro to .p-

• .! , >! ,pOJnt a madel or 
tebofisuch House ofCorrechon; and also·tomake,. keeper. 
ol'dainand establish such rules and orders (not 
nipugnantto the laws of this State) asfi'om time 
to time .they may deem necessary for ruling, gOY..' 
erning and punishing such persons as may bet:here 
committed. . 

SE CT •. 2. Be it fU1·t~er· e,~~cted, That' the 3d .e<. of Act of 
third sectIOn of "An Act 10 additIOn to the several Feh.~, 1828, le-

•. •. . Iltalel1. 
Acts ·now. 10 force,' .resped1Og W orlc Housesi and 
Ho,!se~ of ,Correction, ,and' fOl' suppressin~ ~nal 
In,IDlshmg.l'ogues, ,yagabonds, common beggars 
and ;othel' .idle or disorderly persons," passed the 
twenty second day ofFebrual'Y, one thousand eight 
hund.red· • and · twenty five, be, andhel'eby isre;. 
pealed .. , ' 

[J.lppl'oved b,!/ the Governor, February 28, 1829.J .. 

; , 

i,', 
, , i 

CHAPTERCCCCXXX; 

AN; J\CT abolishing the pupishment of d\lath in cllrtain ClISes. 

SECT. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
HO'f,tse of Rep1'esentative.s, in Legislat~we asserit.-
bl'ed?' : Thatt~~ pains andpenaItieshereinafter,PunishmtDI for 
men.tioneH sl;1aH be inflicted upon ihe several offen;.rohbcry

• 

dei's,who~hall, from and after th~ passing of this 
Actcomnllt, and be legally convicted· of riny of 
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Chop. 7. 

ChAp. 6. 

Punhhment lor 
burglary. 

AD.oLISIUNH PUNISHMEN'I' ,OF DEA'I'JI, &0;' 

the fel.onies hereinafter enumerated and sIJecified,: 
in lieu .of the pains and penalties which by la,,,, 
have been heret.ofore inflicted; that is to say, 
every pers.on duly c.onvicted .of r.obbery, and Ew~ry 
pers.on present, aiding and abetting in the c.ommis..; 
si.on .of such r.obbei'Y, Dr who. shall be accessary. 
thereto before the fact, by counselling, hiring or 
procuring the same to be done and committed, or 
who, shall be adjudged guilty of any felony or 
offence specified in the eighth section of "An Act 
providing for the punishment of the crimes of rob ... 
bery and other larcenies and for the prevelltion 
thereot;" passed the nineteenthday.of March, lin 
the year of OUll Lord one thousand eight:hundted 
and twenty-one, on due conviction thereof before 
the Supreme Judicial Court, shall be punished by 
confinement to hanllabor in the State Prison for 
life .. 

. SlW'f. B. Beitjurthen,;nacted, That so much 
of ,the. first s~9tion M'an Act passed the twenty':' 
eighth day of February, in the.yearof om; ;Lol'd: 
one thousapd 'eighthundl'ed and 'twenty","one,: {~pro­
vidiilg: for the' p unishmentof the crime' of burg lal'Y 
aod other breaking .and entering of buildirigs,Y'; as 
prescribes the punishment of death for .thecrime& 
and offences therein specified. Also .so much of 
the second section of the same Act as prescribes 
the sentence of hard labor for life, on conviction of 
the crimes and offences specified in and by the said 
second section of said Act, be, and the same here­
by is repealed: and in lieu of the punishment of 
death, as provided in and . by thefil'st section of 
said Act, every such offender, and any, person 
present aiding, assisting, or consenting in ' such 
~lll'glary, or accessary thereto before tile (a<;:.t,by 
counselling, hil'ingor procuring suchh:lll:glary, ~o 
b~ comnlitteq,who shall be dVIX cqnvicted· befo~w, 
th.eS upreme J ud~cial . Court,sh1;lll be punisheq, 
by confiWru)ent to~ hard la,?or ipth~: ~tllt~ l :prison, 
for life; and inli'eu of the punishrnent pr~l?;Gri bed 



ABOLISHING PUNISHlUENT, OF DEATH, &c. 

in rindbyl the' second: sebtionofthesame Act, the 
court, before whom. the cohvibtiofl maybe,:shaU 
sentence such offender to confinement to hardIa'­
bor inthe'"SfatePrisonfor a tet'm'ofiears,or; for 
life,' accol'ding to the ,11atureahd aggi'ayation of the 
offence.' . . 
',$lJCT, 3, Be it jU1'thiw enctcted, That fi'om.' and 

after the 'passing of this AGt, the first section.' of 
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"An: Act providing fOl'the' punishment!ofincendiai hi m.or.ct chAr_ 
rH~s; and tHe !pel'petrators ofbthert;naliciolls, fiis", 4, r"Pealed. 
chief," 'pa1lsed" F'ebl'uarytwenty.:.foul'fh,i' one 
thousahCleighthundred and ·tweniyuone;: be, and 
the Eiaidfirst section is heteby repealed, as ,to' the 
several crimes and offences which may be commit-
ted fi'om· and'after thepassingofthis Act, " 

,·SRC T:i 41; ·Be·it !twthe1' enacted;: That if any 
Pers'on shall ,wilfully and malicio'usly" set ,fire to' the Puni.h?"nt,for in. ceruhanel In lhllt 

d","elling house of anothel';Ol' toanyotIt· huHdihg;:nighttimc. 
adjoining to such dwelling house, or to any other 
builaihg with the intent that;sllCh'dweIIing house ;, 
shall beburni, 'and by the kindling ofsllchfil'e;ol· 
by the iburnin.g of such other building', such dwelu 

lihghouse shall be burnt in the night 'lime;evei'Y 
such offender; and anYpel'son present,: iaidtn~rol; 
conseriting in the cOllllnission of':imelroffeneeroil 
nccessary thereto before !the fact, 'bycouhselling,' 
hiring 'or procuring the same to be done, who'shaU 
be duly convicted before the Supreme Judicial 
Cotlrtof eithel'· ofthe felonies and 'offetibesafor'e...:, Deo!h. 

said, shall suffer the punishment of death. 
SECT, 5. Be itjtt1,thM' enacted, That if any 

man shall ravish and carnally know any woman, . 
by force and against her will, or shall unlawfully ;';~:'hmcnt r", 
and carnally know and abuse any woman-child 
under the age of ten years, every such offender, 
and any person pI'esent, aiding arid consenting to 
such rape, oraccessa,ry thereto before the fact, by 
counselling, procuring or commanding such rape 
to be committed, who shall be duly cOilvicted;':in 
the Supreme Judicial Court, of either ofthefelo...: 



1198 ;ATTACUIIIENT OF' PROPER'I'Y. 

nies 'Of; offences. aforesaid, shall be punished, by 
'¢onnn.ement to :hard: labor in theState,Pl'isonfor 
.life: l , 

SEcT.o.,Beit flwther enacted, That:evEwy 
gRolel' or .prison l<eep.er, that shall veluntarily 

Punubmelllorgoa- snffer any prisoner, committed unto him, to.esca'p,e, 
ler, "ho .uiTers a. I d' h 'I r. I '. . d' " p~i,oner, ,chargcdC lal!ge WIt· a. Capltale ony, on .. ue; ConYlO'tlon 
wdh • cap Itnl leJa.. " •• 
Dyloemp', thereof, before the Suplienie'J mhcuilCOI;u·t, shall 

be punished; by fine: noliexceedingione, thi)usand 
dollars, and. by confinement to hard lah&r:in:tlit;) 
State, Pdson for· a,term, not ress 'than;,:five:'y¢ars, 
and Qot ~xeeeding,fifteen yeai~s,.;a:s;the'saidCoutt 
may sentence an~ order ~P'N)via;ed hO'll)e~er~; That 
wh.en sueh; voluntary escape shall be suffel''ildafter 
conviction of a capital: crime, such gao leI; oJ.; ,pilison 
lwep,er, shaH,. on due, conviction; thet:eof;;before 
said ,Court, in a.ddititm to the fine; .afoJ.1()said,;b~ 
sent.enced to hard labor ill; the StatelPrisoll; for 
life..,. i , . ,j 

Former .el. incon. . SE,C T •• 7. Be i.t fUTther: enacted" Thatfr~m 
;~;:~\e~:lh Ihi.aclI;l.Qd, after the passing Qfthis Act,all Acts and pa}1ts 

of A;cts heretofore passed inconsist.ent. ,withllthe 

Pco"i.o. 

pt;ovisions:ofthis Act, shall be, an~l.theyh¢reb~ 
are repea;Jed: Provided, That the same Acts, .and 
Pl;I.rts of Acts,. shall be and.l~emain inJ:orce for the 
cognizance, trial and punishment QfaU such crime(!l 
and' offences .as thel\ein ap,e .m.entiened,. which, haYe 
b,e:encommitted befOl:e the passing;ofthis Act,and 
aU,proceedings thereofal'ising, this repeal net'with­
standing. 

[Jlppt'oved by,the; qov,erno,;; Fe~. 28, 1829.J f 

CHAPTER CCCGXXXl. 

AN'Additional' ACT respecting 1M attachment: of'Propil.r~y; 

S~GT. 1. Be it enacted by the SenCtt.e and, 
House ojRep1'esentatives, in Legislat'tt1'e assem., 
bled, That the estate, right, title and interest, 


