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RESOLVES 

OF THE 

EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

PASSED AT THE SESSION 

WHICH COll'IlI1ENCED ON THE SECOND DAY OF JANUARY, AND ENDED 

ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH DAY 0I<' FEDRUARY, ONE ,THOUSAND 

EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT, 

Published agl'eeably to the Resolve of the 20th June, 1820. 

PORTLAND. 

l'RIN'l'ED lIY THOllfAS TODD ..... PRINTE1l. TO 'rHE Bl'ATE. 

1828. 



64.0 PUBLIC LANDS.-PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Uesolve additin onl to n Resolve 'respecting certain sett leI'S of the Puhlic Lands, 
passed the twenty fifth day of Fe hruary, in the year of our Lord oue thoU:~ 
sand eight hundred and twenty five. 

Resolved, That a11 the powers and authority given to the 
Land Agent by the Resolve to which this is additional, and all 
the rights and privileges granted to the settlers therein named, 
be, and the same are hereby, extended to the fhst Wednesday 
of January, which wiII be in the year of our Lord one thou
sand eight hundred and t",enty nine, and no longer, subject 
however to the conditions and restrictions contained in the 
Resolve afore~aid. 

[.!lpproved by the Governor, January 31, 1828.J 

STATE OF MAINE. 

,r IN SENATE, Jan. 15, 1828. 
The,Committee of both Houses, to whom was refetTed' so 

much of the Governor's Speech as relates to the location of 
the Seat of Government and for providing Public Buildings, 
and the documents relating thereto, have had the saIne under 
consideration, and REPORT :-

That pursuant to the 'provisions of the Act of the last Le
gislature, fixing the place of the permanent Seat of Govern
ment and prescribing where the Legislature shall hold its 
sessions, the Governor and Council held a session at Augusta, 
in June last, and after having viewed several sites in that 
t.own, came to the conclusion and detel'luination to select the 
lot called Capitol Hill or Weston's Lot, as the most suitable 
lot on which the Public Buildings might be erected, and gave 
notice of their determination to the citizens of Augusta, who 
thereupon cansed said lot to be conveved to the State by a 
good and sufficient deeJ executed and deliveI'ed, which deed 
was unanimously accepted by the Govel'l1or and Council, 
caused to be registered, and is now hl the office of the Sect'e
tary of State; and liwasures have been adopted b~' the Execu
tive, and nearly carried into effect, to cause this lot to he 
fenced and ornamented with forest trees, as far as could he 
done by the appropriation made for that objert. 

It may be propel' for the Committee to add for the informa
tion of the Legislature, that the lot now selec.ted and accepted 
by the Governor and Council is the same which was ~elecled 
by a Committee of the Legislature in 1822, and referred to in 
their RelJort accepted by the Legislature in 1823, as the J;llOst 
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central and suitable place at which the permanent Seat of 
Government should be established, and that the town of Au
gusta has laid out, and partly made a street across the lot, 
whereby access to the lot is rendered more easy and con
venient. 

The law of the State having provided that the Legislature 
shall assemble and hold its sessions at Augusta on and after 
the first day of January, 1832, it seems to be the duty of this 
Legislature to consider the means they have at command 
whereby to provide for, and defray the expense of erecting 
suitable Public Building's, for the accommodation, at that time, 
of the Executive and Le?:islative D'epartments of the Govern
ment and of the several Public Office3 required by law to be 
kept at the Seat of Government. 

The means suggested are Taxes, Loans and the Wild Lands 
belonging to the State: but inasmuch as the Committee ap
prove the views taken and ad vanced by the Governor in his 
communication on this subject, they forbeal' to add any thing 
of their OWI1, further than to say, that if the Public Building'S 
are to be obtained by an appropriation of Puhlic Lands, and 
completed for the use of the Legislature ill 1832, good policy 
and the interest of the State require that measures be now 
taken to effect that ohject : and the Committee report the 
accompanying Resol ve, which is respectfully submitted. 

MARK DENNETT, PM' Order. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Rosolve for providing Public Buildings for the use of the State. 

Resolved, That the Governor, with advice of Council be, 
and he hereby is authorized and requested to appoint, during 
pleasure, a Commissioner of Public Buildings, and from time 
to time, to fill any vacancy that may happen by I'emoval or 
otherwise; which Commissioner shall have power and be re
quired to obtain plans, and estimates of the probftble expense 
of preparing the grounds, erecting and finishing Public Build
ings of durable matet'ials, upon the State lot in Augnsta, for 
the accommodation of the Executive and Le~i,lative Depart
ments of the Government and of the several Public Officers 
who, by law, are required to keep their offices at the Seat of 
Government, to be laid before the Governor and Council for 
their exa mination and approval. And whenever the Gover
nor and Council shall llave determined upon the plan and 
estimate to be Ildopted and cel,tified the sa me to the Commis
sioner, the said Commi3~;ioner shall have power to proceed and 
prepare the ground, provide materials and cause the buildings 
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to be erected ande finished confol'lnably t6 the plan !fpproved 
by tIle Governor and Coullcil, subject, hOWe\1{'1', to, such! 
clutnges, modifications and alterati.ons as, ,in the progress o( 
flie' w(:n'k may be suggested anciappJ'oved by the Governor 
and Council: Provided howecel', That said COlluni;,sioner shaH 
not have power to pledge the faith of the" State fot the pay
lnent of any SUIll' 01' sum~ of Illoney, or for the performance of 
any contract or agreement' respecting said buildings, beyond 
the avails of the appl'oprhitioll herein made, ot which hel'e" 
after .tlay lie' made by tht! Legislature;, Pi'ovided alSo,Thal 
said Coml'nissioner shall give bOlid to the State, with su·fficiellfl 
suretieS' to fhe satisfaction of the Governor. and Cotlncit, and 
in such sUm" as fhey may require, conditioned that such Corn
missioner shall faithfully perform the duties assigned IUlll, alld' 
execute the powel's granted to him and shall ti'uly accOlIntto 
the Govel'l1'OI' and Council, for all monies that may come intd 
his hands, hi virtue of hiS appoinhnent; and in the ev€!nt of 
any balance retllaining in his hands upon tIle final settletlleilfl 
of his accounts, that lie will p~y slIch balance into the TNlal.< 
sury of the Stat~, . 

Resol1Jed, That thel'e be, and hereby are' appi'opl'iatM~ fot' 
the purpose of el'ecting and completing Public Buildings f(jl~ 
the use of the State, the following townships, and half town:.: 
ships of land (subject to the reRei'vation for public uses as 
provided by law,) to wit: the \vest half of township number
ed three in the third Range; the north half of township num
bered one, in the sixth Range, and township numbered three 
in the seventh Range, west of the monument acco1'lling to 
Norris and McMiHan's plan: township numbered one and 
township marked B, in the eleventh Range; township num~ 
bered two and township mad(ed A,in the thirteenth, Range, 
,and towllfolhip mad,ed A, in the fourteenth Range oftown!;hipi 
west of the monument, accol'ding to. Jnseph Norris' plan; 
1'ownship numbered five in the fourth Ran~e aJld township 
numbered six in the seventh Ran,re, west of the monl1l11cnt" 
acc0l1ding to a plan. made by Joseph NorriS and Joseph C" 
N{)I'l'is ; and township numbered two in the second Range of 
townships nOl'th of Bingham's Kennebec purchase, and west 
of Moosehead Lake, according to Joseph Norris' plan, And 
the Land Al.f,ent, for the time being, is authorized and required' 
to cause said townships and half townships of land to be 
a.dvertised for "ale at anction, in one or more newspapel's in 
each of the Countie~ in the State, if 'any be pl'inted therein, 
for three months at least, before the sale, and agTeeably to snch 
notice to sell the ~am(' in tnwn~hips 01' parts of townships ap 
1!e may think best, at public vendue to the hi.Qbest bidder upon 
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the foilowing tel'ms, viz: one fifth part to be paid in cash at 
the time of ~oale, and the residue in foul' equal annual in~tal
ments, with interest aUllually, to be secured to the State by the 
joiut notes of the pnrchaser with two or more sufficient sure
ties to the acceptance of said Agent; and if, at the time ap
pointed for the s8le, the whole of said IOwnships cannot be 
sold without too great sacrifice, ill the opinion of said Agent, 
$aid Agent lIlay sell SlIch pa rt of the townships as can be then 
sold withollt too great ~acrilice, and stop the sales of the resi. 
due; and iii such ea;;ethe A~:ellt i~ authorized to ad\'el'tiGe anew 
in the manner before proVIded, and proceed to sell, upon like 
terms, the l'e"iduc 01 said townships and half townships j and 
the said Agellt j~ authorized to make good and sufficient deeds 
of said laud to the I'e-pective pllrchaser8 as soon as they shall 
severally have paid the amount of theil' respective plll'cha;;es 
aud intel'e,;t, AHd said Land Agent is required to pay into the 
Treasury of the State the sums he may receive upon the sale 
or sales of said land and to deli vel' over to the Treasurer of 
State, all the llote~ he may ohtain upon the sale, 01' sales of 
said land, immechately after he :.;hall have received the'l1; and 
the authority of the 'said Land Agent, to sell as aforesaid, by 
vit'tue of this Resolve, shall cease whenever he shall haye 
rai~ed a sum equal to the estimated expense of completing said 
public buildings. 

Resol1!ed, That the Treasurer of the State he directed to keep 
a separate account of all monies that may be received by him 
from the sales of said land and from the notes in payment 
therefor; alld the Govel'u01" with the advice of Conncil, is 
hereby allthOl'ized to draw his warrant, at pleasure, upon the 
Tl'easurel' fOl' auy part of said sum~, rai~ed as aforesaid, in 
favor of said Commissioner, to be by him laid out and expended 
for the purpflses arC/resaid. 

Resoll'ed, That it shall be the dlltv of said Commissioner'to 
keep a reco\'d of his doin~s, and t!'u'e and accurate accounts of 
.ll monies received and paid bv him, and annually, in the 
month of Januat'Y, to exhibit the same to the Governor and 
Council for exal~ination and settlenent; and the Governor 
and Council are au! hol'ized to sCl'utinize and settle said 
accounts, annually, and to make snch aUo,vance to said Com
missioner for his services and incide'ltal expen~e" as "hall be 
just and reasonable, to be paid out of the sales of the land 
II-foresaid, 
. [.Rpprovecl by the Governor, February 2, 18.28,] 


