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RESOLVES 

OF THE 

EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

PASSED AT THE SESSION 

WHICH COll'IlI1ENCED ON THE SECOND DAY OF JANUARY, AND ENDED 

ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH DAY 0I<' FEDRUARY, ONE ,THOUSAND 

EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT, 

Published agl'eeably to the Resolve of the 20th June, 1820. 

PORTLAND. 

l'RIN'l'ED lIY THOllfAS TODD ..... PRINTE1l. TO 'rHE Bl'ATE. 

1828. 



C.\N ADA ROAD. 63$ 

five cents per volume. And the sum of seven hun~red and 
eight seven dollars and fifty cents, is hereby appropl'lated f~r 
that purpose, for which sum the Governor is hereby authol'l­
zed with advice of Council, to draw his warrant on the Trea­
SI1I';, when the said volumes shaH have been deposited in the 
.se~I'etary's Office, for the me of the State. 

t ./lppl'oved by the Governor., Janunry 23, 1828.] 

STATE OF MAINE. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 17th Jan. 1828. 
The Committee, to whom was referred so much of the 

Governor's communication as relates to the Kennebec ot' 
Canada Road, have had the same uuder consideration and ask 
leave to REPORT :-

That the Resolve of Massachusetts passed June last, gran­
ting to\vnship No.5, of the 2d Range north of the Bingham 
tract, toward the construction of the Canada Road, required 
of us two conditions. Fil'st, that the I'oad should be completed 
in one '{ear from next June. Second, that the Road should 
be constructed on the same route that was laid out by virtue 
of a resolve of Massachusetts, passed June, 18l'7. 

It may be unprofitable and perhaps impossible, for this 
State to fulfil the first condition; and a compliance with the 
second would be mutually injlll'iolls to the interests of Massa­
chusetts and Maine, as will be perceived by reference to the 
Report of t he Agents appointed last "eason by this State. For 
should the contemplated Road pass over BALD MOUNTAIN, so 
called, as does the old one, laid out by authority of Massachu­
setts, it wonld completely frnstrate olle gl'eat design of this 
road, which is, to afford facility for the transportation of 
agricultural produce and other heavy articles of trade. To 
avoid the aforesaid mountain, the acclivity of which is ut1erly 
inaccessible by a loaded team, and nearly so by a travelling 
carriage ; and also to COlTect several unnecessary deviations 
in the old route from a straight line, were the principal ob­
jects of the smvey last Autumn. After strict research and 
mnch labor, the Agents discovel'ed a pass between Bald 
Mountain and a stream of water, which obviates the difficulty 
of that hill, and by reference to the plnn, it will be seen, that 
the old road is straightened 1n sevel'al places, by a route, 
equally, if not more, level. 

All the obj,~c,t~ of the survey, having been thus happily 
accomplished, by t;l(c as~;dllity of our AgelltB ; it now remains 

!I! 
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for Massachusetts to adopt these corrections, which we COll~ 
sider jndispen~able to the future usefulness of the road, by 
Bllch alterations of her Resolve of June last as she may think 
propel', Although the townHhip granted by that State, may 
not be an adel[uate compensation for making hel' proportion 
of the road, yet your Committee ha ve the high satisfaction to 
acknowledge the spirit of liberality she evinces, and are of 
opinion that it is for the interest of this Slate to accept the 
proposed grant under the modifications aheady !luggested, 
and confide in her distinguished magnanimity for ultimate 
justice, 

It is well known that the face of the cOtlntl'Y from QUEll.Ee 
to the Canada liue is unusually even, the road 6ver mOJ;e than 
sixty miles of which, will compare with most of our turn­
pikes, And our Agents inform us, that thel'e is not a hill of 
unusual ascent fl'(Hll the Canada to the North line of the 
Bingham tract, on the route they have reported-that the 
profile view of this road, when completed will compare with 
mo~t of the roads in New England of eqnal length-that over 
mOl'e than three fourths of the whole distance a cal'riage may 
with safety and ease be driven, with the greatest speed-that 
the townships through which the route passes ar'(;,most of 
them well watered with streams and ponds of considerable 
size, and contain portions of good settling land-that the geo­
logist will here find much to gratify his curiosity or his re­
seal'ch-that the valetudinarian, when he arriv-es at th'e heig'ht 
of land between the St. Lawrence and: the Atlantic, will 
breathe an air as pure and invigorating as any in the United 
States,-and that he who travels for pleasure will find many 
scenes of real beauty and some of comparative grandeur, little, 
if any, inferior to the most interesting portions of our country. 

But your committee view the importance of this road in 
another and stronger light. It must open a great thorough­
fal'e to Quehec, a city of great and increasing consequence to 
the Bl'itish Government; and, as the pJ'incipal port of expor­
tation for the Canadas, one which may afford an advantageous 
market for the surplns pl'Oductions of onr soil. For the gene-

, ral policy of the British Government to monopolize the carry­
ing trade of the world, to the exclusion of other countries, 
must encourage the transportation by land, of articles of trade 
from this State to the shOl'es of their own watel's, whence they 
may be exported in their own bottoms, 

,For these, with othel' considerations, your committee offer 
the followiug Resolve; indlllgin,Q,' the hope that Massachusetts 
will so fal' modify her Resol ve already alluded to, as to co-op­
erate with us, in an undertaking, mutually beneficial to both 
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'5tates, and which we cannot but predict willl'emain to future 
tillle~, a monument of that liberality and enterprize which 
eharaeterize the present period of our Repubiic. 

M. SHAW, Per Order. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Resolve relating to the State Road north of the Bingham Purchase. 

Resolred, That the State of Maine accept the township of 
land granted by the COUllIlonwealth of Massachusetts, b.v their 
Resolve of June last, entitled a " Resolve relating to the State 
Road north of the Biugham Purchase in the State of Maine," 
and a'J,'l'ee to make "ailll'oad from the north li1le of the Bing­
ham PLlI'chase to Canada line according to the provisions of 
said Resol ve j Provided, The Legislature of Mil8sachuse~ts will 
so modify the same as that said road may be made on the route 
lately examined alld reported by the agents of thi8 State, ap­
pointed nnder the Resolve of the twelfth of Fehrual'Y last, aad 
extend' the time for making said road to the first day of Novem­
bel' in the year olle thousallJ eight hundred and thirty, 

Resolved, That, whellevel' the Le''5islature of Massachusetts 
will so modify the tenll5 of theil' afore,4aid grant, the Gover­
nOl' of this State, with ad vice of Council, be authorized to 
appoint one or more agents, to make, or cause to be made, 
undel' their personal superintendance, said road, on the route 
afore~oaid, so far as the same passes over land belong-ing to this 
State and Massachllsetts, in d mannel' safe and convenient for 
travellers, their horses and carriages. 

Resull'ecl, That a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars to 
be raised in the manner herein provided, together with the 
proceeds of the sale of the township granted by the Common­
wealth of Mar-sacltusetts, as aforesaid, be, and the same hel'eby 
is appropriated for tlte plll'pose of carrying into effect the 
provisions of this Resolve, 

Resolved, That a township of land six miles square, to be se­
lected by the agent or' agents, whos{' appointment is hel'ein 
authorized, within three months fl'om the time he or they 
shall be notified of theil' appointment, be assigned alld laid out 
from any of the nnapprop"jated lalJds of this State, (subject to 
the reservation contained in the eighth section of an Act to 
promote the sale and ·ettlement of Public Lands, passed,. 
the twenty-fifth day of February, one thousand ei,'{ht h nndred 
and twenty fOllr,) and the ~ame is hereby appropriated for the 
purpose of I'aising the sum afore~aid, 

RcsollJecl, That the Land A!tent be. and he hel'ehy ill, directed 
to sell at public auction the township thus selected, anc\ also 
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the township granted for this purpose by Massachusetts, in 
whole or in parts, as he may deem best, as soon as may be,after 
said modification shall be adopted by the Legislature of l'Vlassa­
ehusetts, after giving at least sixty days notice of the time and 
place of sale, by advertising the same in ~Oll1e newspaper in 
each county in this State, if any be therein printed, upon such 
credit as may be best calculated to gi ve effect to this Resal ve. 
And said Land Agent may adjourn said sale from time to time, 
as he may judge expedient; and the proceeds thereof he shall 
deposit in the Treasury of this State. 

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he hereby is, authori­
zed,'to draw his warrant on the Treasurer in fa\'or of the -
agent or agents, to be appointed under this Resolve for the 
whole amount of the proceeds of the sale of the township 
granted as aforesaid by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
and also from the proceeds of t.he sale of the township hereby 
appropriated, a slim not exceeding five thousand dollars for 
the purpose of effecting the ohject herein contemplated. And 
said agent or agents shall be required to give bonds with sllrety 
satisfactory to the Govel'l1or and Conncil, for the faithful per­
fOl'mance of the duties herein assigned them. They shall 
l{eep a correct account of the monies by them received, and 
of Ithe sllms expended in making said road and exhibit the 
same, togethel' with all contl'acts by them made in th{J execu­
tion of theil' duties, to the Governor and Council, who are 
hereb~' authol'ized to examine and adjust the same; arid what­
ever balance may remain in the hands of said agent or agents, 
after said examination and adj ustment of his or their accounts, 
shall be paid into the Treasury of this State. 

ResoZ,'ed, That the Governor be requested to transmit a copy 
of this Resolve, with the Report of Messrs. Redington,Sewall 
and Smith, and the plan of the ronte by them recommended, to 
the Governor of Massachusetts, requesting the adoption by the 
Leg-islature of that Commonwealth, of sllch modification of 
the terms of their grant as will accord with the provisions 
herein adopted. 

[Jlpproved by the Governor, January 24, 1828.] 

CHAPTER V. 

Resolve for making the State Road from Barin~ to I{oulton Plantation, neal' 
Bas\<ahegan. 

Resolved, That the Governor and Council be, and hereby 
are authorized to appoint an A!i;ent to open and make the 
road, called the Baring road, through the land of this State', 


