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PRIVATE ACTS 

BE THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

PASSED BY THE 

FIrTH LEGISLATURE 

AT ITS SESSION, HELD IN JANUARY, 1825. 

-PUlILISHED AGREEABLY TO THE REs;;LVE OF THE 28TH OF JUNE, 1320. 
=-

~ortl;m'iJ : 
PRH,TEl) BY TODD ANJJ $J}UTIl ........ Pl'.UI'T;Il:RS TO T,HE STATE, 

1525. 



1560 lIJOUI'H DESERT BRIDGE. 

CHAPTER CCCXXXVIII. 

AN AU'l' to incorporate the Proprietors of ;Woun! De:;ert Bridge, 

SECT. J. BE it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, in Legislature assembled, That 

Persons inco!'- Nicbolas TboI11ClS, jun. Abraham Tbomas, J oh n 
po!'ated. Somes, jun, William "V.Thoms, John Harding, John 

G. Dean, and Mark Shephard, with their associates 
and suceessol'S, be, and they hereby are incorporated 
into a body politic, by the name of the propr~et?rs 
of Mount Desert Bridge, for the purpose ofbmldmg 
a bl·idge over the Mount Desert narrows, oll the 

]Jowm and roadleadillg from Eden to Trenton; with power to 
privileges. sue and be slled; to have a common seal and to 

change the same; to make any by-laws for the 
management of their affairs not repugnant to the 
laws of this State; and may enjoy all the powers 
and pl'i"ileges incident and belonging to similar cor
porations. 

SECT. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said 
corporatIOn be, and hereby is authorized and empow
ered to erect a bridge over said narrows; in the town 

Location and of Eden and Trenton, and the right of building and 
conslruction maintaininf.?; a bridge across said narrows, is hereby 
<lfthe uridge. fi II d 'd . d I '.1 U Y graule to sal corporatIOll; an t 1e SaIU 

bridge shall be built of good and durable materials, 
and well covel'ed with plank or timber, suitable for 
such a bridge, with sufficient rails on each side for 
the safety of passengers. 

SECT. 3. Be it further enacted, That a draw 
Draw to be or hoist in said bridge, shall be constructed of the 
constrLlcted; width of twenty six feet, with piers or whal'ves for 

vessels to pass conveniently; and the said proprie~ 
tors shall cause the same to be hoisted or opened,fol' 
the accommodatioll of all such vessels as O1a)' have 

and [0 he • 
hosted free of occasIon to pass through the same free of expense j 

c'pcnse. and without unnecessary delay i and the said bridge 
shall be so constructed, tbat open boats and gondolas 
can conveniently pass under said bridge. 

SECT. 4. Be it fiuther enacted, That a toll be, 
and hereby is, granted and established for the sole 



MOUNT DESERT BnIOGK 

benefit of the said corporation, according to the fol
lowing rates, to wit: for each foot person, thl'ee, 

561 

cents; for each porson and horse, twelve and an Toll eslablish

half cents; for each chaise, sleigh or other carriage ed, 

of pleasure, dtm wn by one horse, thirty cents; for 
each coach, <:bat'iot, sleigh, phaeton or other carriage 
of pleasure, drawn by two horses, fifty cents; for 
each coach, sleigh or other pleasure cal'l'iage, drawn 
by four horses, sev~nty cents; for each sled, sleigh, 
cart or other carnag'e of burden, drawn by one 
beast, twenty five cents; for each cart, waggon, 
sleicrh or sled, drawn by two beasts, thirty cents; 
ant for each additional beast, five cents; for neat 
cattle or horses, exclusive of those ridden, or in teams 
or carriages, four cents; for she€p and swine, two 
cents each; and to each team one person and no 
more shall be allowed as a driver to pass free of toll. When tali 

And at all times wlH'n the toll Q'atl1erer shall not at- gatherel' sh,,;l! 
" b ( not attend hIs' 

tend his duty, the £!'ate shall be left ooen ; and the dut\', gate to 
o ~. be left open, 

toll shall commence on the day of open 109 the bndgfl &c, 

fOl' passengers, and shall continue for the benefit of' 
h ,. t' d th ,'t I II t d Toll when to t e COl pOI a IOn; an e prOpile ors s Ia erec ,an commence,&c, 

at all times keep at the place where tbe toll is col-
lected, exposed to view, a sign or board with the 
rates of toll fairly and Iegihly written thereon. 

SECT. 5. Be itJurtlzer enacted, That unless said Bridge tO,be, 
, I II b d d fi 'h 1 'h' I erected IVlthm bndge s 1a e erecte an DIS ee WIt m t 1e term'a certain time, 

(')ffive years, from the passing of this act, then this 
grant shall be void. 

SECT. 6. Be itfurther enacted, That Nicholas 
FTh' J ' f I P f' I First meethlO' omas Jun. or any ustIce 0 t 1e eace, or t 1e by whom at~tl 
county of Hancock, be, and he hereby is authorized how called, 

to fix the time and place of holding the first meet~ 
ina' of said corporation, and tv notify the same. 

t'lSECT. 7. Be it fnrther enacted, That the Leg-
, (' l' I II Powers m~', lsiature 0 t lIS State, s Ia have power to grant any be altered.' 

further privileges, alter, annul or restrain the sume 
when the public good may require. 

[This Act passed F~bl'ual'y 24, 1825,] 


