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MIlSSAGB 
OF THE 

o-OVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MAIN~\!. 
TO 

BOTH BRANCHES OF THE LEGISLATURE • .. 
6tENTLEMEN OF THE SEJ'IA TE, 

\l- AND OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT A TIVES, 

THI;jllcil'cumstances under which we assemble call (01' 
~I'ateful acknowledgments to our f' upreme Benefactor. Enjoy­
ing, as we do, all the blessings of a free Govel'l1ment, where 
the sovereign power remains with the people and is exer­
cised only by agents of their choice, we can hardly realize the 
tondition of other nations, under Governments less free, in which 
the rights of the people are either abridged or altogether disre­
gal'ded. 

To excite love of cOl1ntry, and an attachment to the institu.­
tions under which, as a people, we have prospered, and, as indi .. 
viduals, al'e protected; to allay that spirit of restlessness, 
whenever it exists, which is sometimes felt under the most favor. 
able circumstances in life, we may profitably compare our situ­
ation with that of other communities. And, when making the 
aomparison, may we always bear in mind that a cOlltinuance of 
our common and public blessings deppnds, uudel' Providence, 
upon the intelligence aud the vil,tue of the people. 

In accepting the situations, which we now occupy, as mem­
bers of that bl'auch of the Govel'l)'nf:!nt empowet'ed to enact laws 
for the common welfare, we assnme respomibilities that can be 
discharged ollly by a faithful and industrious attention to' the 
public interests, by a due regard to the situation of our feJloWR 
citizens and by exerting all our official influence on the sid!' of 
morality and good ordel'. 111 thus pel'forming' our respef!tiv~ 
duties, we may expect fol' olll'selves the confidence of our con .. 
stituents, and, for OUL' State, the bleiiings of a l~iL1d and iuperl!Jo 
tending Providellce. 
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Whatevel' ditfel'ence in opinion there may be relative te 
measures of minO!' importance, all will unquestionably agree ill 
those which proml'lte the puulic tranquility and guard the public 
lllora\s. 

As a community we have I'eason to hope, that the moral 
and relative obligations of our citizens are not more frequently 
violated; that the evils of vice are not more extensively felt here 
than in othel' pal'ts of ollr land, and, that with us the influence 
of the example and correct habits of OUl' ancestors, aided by the 
restraints of law, but more especially by our system of general 
education, has had a salutary effect. Let it be ollr care to 
stl',engthen ,the barriers which our predecessors el'eeted, 

Under the law to provide for the erection and government 
of a State PI'ison, passed by the last Legislatm'e, a Committee 
of three discreet persons was appointed to pUI'chase a suitable 
lot of land ill the town of Thomaston, on which to erect said 
PI'ison, and other buildings necessUl'y for tJ.e employment of con­
victs. The Committee, in pmsuance of their authority, pl'Oceed­
€d to contl'act for a lot comprismg about ten aCi'es, including an , 
inexhaustible quarry of limestone, Iyillg' on St, Georges' river, 
arid afl'ording room for a commodious wharf, at which large ves­
sels may lie at any state of the tide. TheUolllmittee I'eport, that 
whethel' the convicts ue employed in qua1'l'ying the lime rock or 
other branches of business, the situation purchased possesses ad­
'Vantag'es superior to any other place in the town 1'01' a State Pri's­
on. A copy of tlIPir repol't will be laid before YOIl, a~companied 
by a plan of the land purchased, A deed, conveying the ,pI'em­
ises to the State, having- been duly executedauel recorded, the 
Executive pt'oceeded to the appointment of a suitahle pel'son to 
supel'intend the el'ection of said Prison and othe)' building's, 
taking from th€' persoll thus appointed, a bond! with sufficient 
sureties, for the faithful appropl'iation of all snch sums of money 
as should from time to time be entl'usted to him. From the re­
POI't of the suppl'intendant, it appears that a keeper's house, of 
stone, forty feet long:, thil:ty feet wide, and two stories high, has 
been el'ected; a hospital, fOl,ty-eight fe€'t long, aud twenty-three 
feet wide; has likewise been erected, of stone, with stone flooring 
and covering; and that a strong and substantial prison of stone, 
containing fifty cells for the confinenlPnt of convicts, has been en­
tirely completed, The range of e€'lls is so cOllstructed that 
additions may be conveniently made to allY desirable extent, as they 
shall become neeps~ary. A yard pnclosing the whole, of sufficie.nt 
height and conveniellt size, is nearly completpd. It has been deemed 
advisable to delay finishilll,; thp interior of the second story of the 
Iwison, which will probably be occupied as a workshop, 01' for pUl~~ 
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poses connected with the support of the convicts, until the Legis­
lature shall have decided in wliat mannel' they are to be employed. 
The building of workshops sepal'ate from the prison, has also 
been omitted, as the use for them would depend entirely upon 
the same decision. The cells not h~ving been completed until 
the last of November, it is not pl'Obable that they will be suffi­
ciently dl'ied and in a suitable situation to be occupied with safe­
ty to health until the ensl1in,g spring. The whole expense of the 
prison, keepel"s house, hospital and yard, in its present situation, 
including the sum paid for the land, is short of twenty-six thous­
and dollars; and the supel'intendant estimates that fifteen hun­
dt'ed dollars more will be fuIly sufficient to meet all the additional 
necessary expenditures. A full report of the pl'oceedings of the 
supel'intendant, exhibiting the several items of expense, accom­
panied by propel' vouchers, will be laid before you, agreeably to 
the provisions of the law under which he was appointed. 

In the month of July last, I l'eceived official information that 
Massac.husetts, under the fifth al'ticle of the fil'st section of the 
act relating to the separation of the two States, did elect to pay 
to this State the snm of thirty thousand dolhu's, in lieu of the 
lands set off by the Commissionel's, undel' the act afol'esaid, as 
an inoemnification to Maine for having assumed to perform cel'­
tain obligations towal'ds the Penobscot tl'ibe of Indians. This 
sum has since been paid by Massachusetts into the Treasury of' 
this State. 

I lay before the Legislature a copy of an agl'eemellt entered 
into by the Commissionet's aforesaid, by which they have com­
pleted the distl'ibution and assignment that remained to be made 
in the division of the pel'sonal propet'ty belonging to the two 
States. The small balance of money assigned to the share 
of this State has been paid into the Treasury. It will be per-' 
ceived that the notes, bonds, and other securities, at the time of 
the assignment were, as they still are, principally in the possession 
of the Agents by wbom they were originally tal,en. I also lay 
before you a copy of another instl'llluent, executed by said 
Commissioners, by which a fUl,thel' division is made of the public 
lands. This State now owns in severalty a numbel' of valuable 
townships lying on the Penobscot and Schoodic waters, iHld a 
numbel' mOl'e lying nOl,th of Bingham's Kennebec Purchase, arid 
between said Put'chase and the line of New~Hampshit'e. It also 
owns sever'al Islands on the coast, and a large number of reserv~ 
ed lots and tracts in many of the settled towns and plantations 
in different parts of the State. Some of these last mentioned 
tracts, it is apprehended, are rather deteriorating than advancing 
in value, in consequence of depredations upon the timbel'. J~ 
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will no doubt, be deemed expedient to .put our lauds into the 
ma/l!:et, in such quantities as, will meet t?e demand, for purposes 
of actual settlement, As thiS demand IS already considerable, 
and will probably be annually increasing, it may be for the pub­
lic interest to adopt such a system for the management of these 
lands generally, as will more effectually ensure a cOl'recl knowI- ,. 
edge and estimate of their value and facilitate theil' sale and 
settlement, 

There will probably be no further division of the lands be­
longing in common 'to Massachusetts and this State until the 
settlement, by the Governments of the United States and Great 
Britain, of the line which fOl'ms 0\lr north eastern boundary. 
Although this adjustment, of deep interest to us, both as it regards ~ 
property and jurisdiction, has been protracted far beyond OUl' 
expectations, yet it will be satisfactory to the people of this State 
to leaI'll that the delay is attributable to circumstances in no wise 
controlallle by our own Government. 

In consequence of the disagreement of the Commissioners ap­
pointed under the fifth al,ticIe of the u'eaty of Ghent, a proposi­
tion has been made by the Government of the United States, and 
accepted by the British Government, to endeavor to establish this 
boundary by amicable negociation, rather than by su.bmission to 
the decision of a foreign power, as provided by theTreatYI This 
arrangement is believed to be satisfactory to Maine, and we have 
reason to feel a confidence that the negociation will be so con­
ducted as to secure to this State its just rights. 

I lay before you the annual return of the Militia of this State, 
by which it appears that our effective force consiRts of upwards 
of thirty-five thousand Infantry, and three thousand Cavalt'y and' 
Artillery, generally well armed and pl'Operly organized. Con­
gresspossess the power to provide for organizing, arming and 
discipliniltg the Militia; and, as the subject in all its branches, 
has been specially recommended by the President to the atten-. 
tion of the National Legislature, at its present session, we have 
)'eason to expect that it will now receive the consideration which " 
its importance demands. From infol'mation communicated by 
the commanding officers of Artillery, in different parts of the 
State, it appears that many of the buildings erected for the pres­
ervation of the ordnance attached to theil' respective cOlppanies~ 
are in such a state of decay as not to answer the purpose for 
which they were provided. In some of the most llI'gent cases, I 
have directed such repairs to be made as were necessary to secure 
and preserve the public property, and, for which, the accounts 
will be presented the present session. In other eases less urgelJt, 
<the commanding officm's ha,ve been directed to furnish stat~mellts 
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01' the necessal'Y repairs, accompanied by estimates of the proba­
ble expense. It is believed also, that in many instances, the ap­
pal'atus connected with the field ordnance, will be unfit for use 
another season, without very considerable I'epail's. As the pl'Op­
arty entrllsted to the care of the several Artillery companies is of 
no inconsiderable value, it may be expedient to adopt sllch fur­
ther measures as will more effectually ensure its presl'rvation) and 
a proper accountability for its condition and safe I~eeping. 

Under the Act of Congress, "fol' arming and equipping the 
whol'e body of the militia of the United States," I have received 
from the War Department fifteen hundred and nine stands of 
arms, being the quota appOl,tiolJed to Maine from January 1, 
1820, to Decembel' 3L, 1822, The arms due this State for the 
foul' yeUl's pl'iol' to January 1820, al'e included in the apportion. 
mellt made to Massachusetts, anJ will, no doubt, be delivered over 
by that State whellever we shall make application therefor. 

On the twelfth day of May last, the office of Treasllrpr of the 
State became vacant by the death of the Treasurer. Two dis­
f)1'eet persons wel'e immediately appointed to take an inventory of 
all monies and other property belonging to the State, which were 
in the possession of the Treasurer at the time of his death. The 
public PI'operty of evel'y drscription, found in the office, was there­
upon delivered over to Elias Thomas, Esq. who was duly ap­
pointed aild qualified as Commissioner, to tl'ansact the duties of 
said office during the remaindel' of the yeal'. As thel'e is no la\v 
fixing the salal'y of Commi~sioner, he cannot I'eceive compensa­
tion for his services until provision is made therefor by the Leg'i!)­
latut'e. 

In the course of the season I have had an opportunity of exam­
ining such of Ollr principal Literary Institutions j as during the last 
yeal' received assistance from the State. Their appearance was 
such as to a,fi'or? evidence of increasing usefulness, and of the 
pl'oper apphcatlOn of the public bOlln!v, The Institution at 
Gal'dinel', al,though .recently established, bids fair fully to answer 
the expectatIOns of Its patl'Ons, and by supplying a course of in­
struction of a higher grade than is usually taught in our common 
Academies, and of a more practical charact!:'r and b!:'ttel' suited 
to the immediate business of life than is afforded in our Colleges 
to commend itself to the pnbJi~ favor. It is prObable that ~ 
bette,r acquaint~nre with those sciences which may be beneficially 
apph.ed to ,Ag~'lculture and the mechanic arts, may be acquired 
at thiS Ins,tltlltwn than at ~ny othl'r in our countl'Y. 

, Prevl~us to the meetIng' of the next Legislatlll'e, the people 
Will be a,gall1 called to the ~xercise of theil' sovereign power in 
tlhe electlOll of the til'st Ma~p8tl'ate ofthticou~try. As the N ation~ 
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. al Oonstitution has secured to each State the right of appointing 
Electors of President and Vice-President, in such manner as its 
Legislature may dil'ect, and as we have no existing law provi~ 
,ding for such appointment, it will be necessary at the present 
session to take this subject into consideration. In deciding upon 
the best manner of choosing the Electors, our own experielice 
will no doubt direct to that course most satisfactory to our COn­
stituents, as well as most congenial to the principles of our Gov­
ernment. 

It is desirable in all elections, as fhi' as pimcticable, to close 
every avenue to cQl'l'Upt or impl'Oper influence. This can be 
done most effectually by bringing home the decision to the 
sound, unbiassed judgment of an enlightened people, in such < 

a manner as to enable evel'y citi1.en to pat·tidpafe, Each 
individua1 then conscious of the high duty he is about to 
discharge, inquires for himself, and assisted by the light and the 
testimony of the ( press, forms an opinion uninfluenced by any 
consideration other than the good of his coulmy, I tmst, that 
mode will be adopted which is best calculated to ensure a fair , 
expression of the public will. , 

An exhibit of the present sih~ation of' the Treasury" togeth­
er with a statement, in detail, of the receipts ,and expenditures 
during the last year, will be laid before you by the Commission­
er of that Department. On the first day of the present month 
there remained in the Treasury an unexpended balance of nine­
teen thousand thirty-five dollal's and ninety-two cents; in addi­
tion to which, there was on that day due to the Treasury, of 
the Tax of 1823, the sum of thirty-five thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-nine dollars and two eents. It has not been found 
necessary to resort to any part of the loan authorized by the 
Resolve of the 11 th of February last, and as the expenses in­
curred in erecting the State Prison have all been paid, and as a 
ba lance of the appl'optiation will remain unexpem\ed after de­
fraying every chal'ge incident to the entire co'n\pletion of that 
establishment, it is n@t expected that there will be any consider­
able demands on the Treasury the ensuing year, exc,ept such as 
may arise from the ordinary operations of the Government. 
This will, however, depend upon the Legislatu're. If additional 
grants be made they will require a ~orresponding attention to the 
ways and means. In any event, I trust, we s11all not have re­
cOUl'se to 10aBs, It cannot be good policy for a: government to 
expend beyond its revenue, or to pledE,e its future means for the 
discharge of its present necessities. ' 
. A propel' attention to economy is expected from those who 

hold the public purse. While the people contl'ibute willillgly to 



GOVERNOR'S I11ESSAGE. 305 
'l'l:leet ail the necessary exigencies of the Govel'liment, they 
l'eq!lil'e a judicious application of the revenue for useful and 
propel' purposes, and a strict acountability iil :;til who are ell~ 
trusted with its disbllrsements; 

The resouI'ces of this State al'e considel'able in its lands, 
but greater, incompal'ably greatel', in the enterprize, industry 
and li'ugal habits of its population, That this l'esoU\'ce may 
nevel' fail, how vastly important it is that the !'ising generation 
should be tl'!lined to similal' habits; above all, that they should. 
be guarded ti'om those vices which strike at the foundation or 
man's usefulness in this life and his hopes of the future, and over 
which, when once I'ooted, llCither example, lIOl' law, nOr public 
opinion seem to have even a perceptible influence. 

I shall commllnicaJe \vith you, by special message, upon 
several othel' subjects that may requit'e Legislative consideration; 
and, at all times, afford every assistance in my power to expe~ 
elite the public business; and so far as the repbtation of thfll 
State, the happiness of Oul' fellow-citizens, and the interest and 
welfare of the !'ising generation depend upon llS, may we, by. 
OUl' united exel,tion, contl'ihute to theil' promotion; and may all 
the various duties of our respective stations he pel'fonned in Ii; 

malmel' beneficial to OUl' country and acc~ptable to ohl' God. 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, ~ 
JANUARY 10, 1024. 5 

ALBION K. PARRIS. 

MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR, 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 
I have received ft'om the Govermor of the State of Georgia l 

a " Copy of a Resolution of the Legislature of that State, eXe 
pressing their opinion upon the subject of confining the General 
Government in establishing Banks 01' other monied institutions 
within the Distl'ict of Columbia," and refusing to concur in the 
amendment of the Constitution of the United States, proposed 
by the State of Pennsylvania. 

I have also received from the Governor of the State of Illinois 
a copy of sundry Resolutions of the Legislature of that State 
" on the subject of the claim, originated by the Htate of Mary­
land, to grants of land from the United States for the purposes 
of education." 

I have likewise received from the Govel'llor of the State of 
Tennessee a copy of a " Preamble alld Resolutions" adopted by 
the Legislatul'e of that State on the subject of nominating candi­
dates for the office of President and Vice President of the Unitedi 
'States, instrllcting' their Senators, null requesting- Ih .. ir Repl'es"'r~ 

5~ 
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tatives in Congress, to "'use theil' best exertions to pi'event suell <f 

nomination being made by Membel's thereof, in caucus dllriug 
h . " t e pl'esent seSSIOn. 

In compliance with the request contained in each of the above 
mentioned communications, I have directed that they be laid be-
fore you by the Secretary for your consideration. '(' 

ALBION R, ,PARRIS. 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, ~ 

J ANUARV 10, 1024. 5 

MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

To the Senate and !louse of Representatives, 
I have l'eceived from the Administrator on the estate of Jo­

seph C. Boyd, Esq, late Treasurel' of Maine, a statement of 
the receipts and expenditures at the Treasury, 'irOll) tlw com­
mencement of the yeal' 1823, until his decease, which I lay beQ 

fore the Legislature for exanJination. 
ALBION 1(. PARRIS. 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, I 
J ANUAUV 12, 1824, S 

lVillSSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

To the Senate and 110use of Representatives, 
I have received f!'Om a "Committee of the inhabitants of 

the tOlvn of Augusta," a Deed conveying to the State a lot of 
Land in said town, for the purposes therein expressed, which I 
lay befot'e the two branches of the Legislatlll'e for theil' considel'· 
ation. . ALBION R. PARRIS, 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, I 
JANUARY 15, 1824. 5 ------

MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 
I lay belore the Legislature all the infol'mation in my posses­

sion relative to the present situation of the claim upon the United 
States for expenses inClll'l'ed by M assachuset~s during the late 
tVal'. I oniitted noticing this subject in m;y general commnnica ... 
tion of the 10th inst, not having at that time received any report 
from the Agent appointed on the part of this State under the 
Resolve of the] Oth of February last. His l'epol't has since been 
received, and I deem it propel' that a copy thereof, and of the 
wholecol'respondence be communicated to the Ll"gislaiure. 

ALBION I{. PARRIS.· 
COUNCIL CHAl\fBER, 1 

JANUARY 20, 13.~4, .~ 




