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AT ITS SESSION, HELD IN JANUARY, 1824,

RUBLISHED AGREEABLY TO THE RESOLVE OF THE 28rx JUNE, 1820,

PORTLAND:
PRINTED BY TODD AND SMITHu . PRIFTERY To THE STATE.
1824,
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annually at Paris, on the second Tuesday of June,
and on the foarth Tuesday of November, instead of
the times now established by law : and all matters
and things which may be pending in, or returnable
to said Court, when this Act shall take effect, shall
be returned to, have day in, and be acted upon at
the term of said Court, which is, pursuant to this
Act, to be held at said Paris, on the second Tuesday
of June next, \ :

[ This Act passed February 25, 1824.]

CHAPTER CCLXXX.

AN ACT to promote the sale and settlement of public Jands.

Secr. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives, in Legislature assembled, "That togmsnips,
such townships of land belonging to the State as §itableforsor.
may be suitable for settlement and cultivation, shall suveyed and
be surveyed and divided into lots of one hundred "
acres each, as nearly as may be; and the land 50 4,4 w4
surveyed and allotted shall be sold to such persons setters only.
only, as may wish to become actual settlers. And ., =~ =
the first forty settlers in any township shall have each fiust 0sottiers.
a lot of one hundred acres, wherever he may wish
to make a selection of land not contracted for, at
thirty cents per acre, one half to be paid in money
at the time of contracting, and the other half to be
paid in labor in making roads in said town, under
the direction of the agent.

Secr. 2. Be it further enacted, That any per- Definition of
son who shall enter on any of the land aforesaid, un- ter. ’
der contract, and clear in a good and workmanlike
manner, fifteen acres at least, ten of which shall be
well laid down to grass, and build a house and fix
his residence thereon, with his family, if any le
have, within four years ffom the time of contract-
ing, shall be deemed to be an actual settler, within
the meaning of this Act ; and shall be entitled to a
good and sufficient deed from the State, he having
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performed the labor due for the purchase of said lof,
on payment being made of all the purchase money
due on such contract,
Sect. 3. Be ut further enacted, 'That whenever
Price of land 1D @NY township, contracts shall have been made for
for settlement. forty settlers, the residue of such township shall be
sold at sixty cents an acre, until otherwise ordered
by the Legislature; and any person at any time con-
tracting {or land under the provisions of this act,
shall be allowed to purchase any quantity not ex-
ceeding five hundred acres, on condition that he
shall pay sixty cents an acre for so much as he may
purchase beyond one hundred acres, and obligate
himself to put thereon two settlers at least, if he shall
purchase more than three hundred acres; the set-
tling duties for each settler so put on, and conditions
of payment in this case to be the same as are re-
Provise. quired by the second section of this Act: Provided,
however, 'That the conditions of sale aforesaid, shall
not extend to lots on the Penobscot river, now as-
signed to this State ; and all such lots fit for settle-
ment and cultivation shall be sold at a price not less
than fifty cents an acre, at the discretion of the agent
who may be appointed to superintend and manage
the sale and settlement of the public lands.

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That such land
Timber land @8 may be unfit {or settlement and caltivation, and
how sold:— properly falling under the denomination of timber

land, shal] be laid out in lots and sold for its just val-

ue, not exceeding five hundred acres to any one

person ; one half of the purchase money to be paid

at the time of contracting, and the other half to be

paid in three equal annual payments, with interest

annually, with good and sufficient surety for the
payment thereof.

Sect. b, Be it further enacted, That a tract of

Sl land, not exceeding two hundred acres, together

ill sites how ~ . . S .

reserved and With the best mill site in any such township, shall be

appropriated: pegepyed, and at the discretion of the Ageat, to be

appointed as is hereinafier provided, may be given

“ to any person or persons who shall erect the first saw

guilland grist mill thereon, by consent of said Agent.
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within three years from the time the settlement shall
first/ commence in such township ; and when such
person or persons shall have evected such mills as
aforesaid, and shall have given bond with sufficient
surety or sureties to the Treasurer of the State and
his successor in office, in a reasonable sum, to keep
such mills in good repair for the term of eight years,
at least, from their erection, he or they shall be enti-
tled to a good and sufficient deed, from the State,
conveying to him or them the said reserved land
and mill site.

Sect. 6.  Bet further enacted, That all the re-

995

Reserved Tots

served lots and other parcels of land, which have belosging to

fallen to the share of Maine, in the division with

Maine on di-
vision with

Massachusetts, except the Iqlands, shall be sold at Massachusetss

private sale or public auction, at the discretion of
said agent: And in case the same shall be scld at
anction, public notice shall be given of the time and
place of such sale, three months at least, before such
sale, by three publications in three or more of the
newspapers printed within the State, the last publi-
cation to be three weeks. prior to such sale.

be sold.

Secr. 7. Be it further enacted, That the islands 1,45 ana
or parts of islands which have falleu to the share of patsofidands

Maine, in the division of lands with Massachusetts,
now held or claimed by settlers, or by persons claim-

tobe conveyed
to settlers or
claimants un-
der them, on

ing under settlers on said islands or paris of islands, cerain condi

may be sold and conveyed by said agent to the per-

son or persons holding or claiming the same as afore-
said, upon such terms and conditions as to the said
ageut may seem just and equitable: and the said

agent upon examination of the claims of such settlers

or persons claiming under them, shall in the name
and behalf of the State of Maine, make, execute and
deliver to them severally, deeds of the islands or
parts of islands to which they shall respectively be
found to be entitled: Provided, That such person
shall, on receiving the deed or deeds aforesaid, pay
to said agent a reasonabie compensation for his ser-
vices in examining their claims, and making and
executing such deeds :, dnd provided further, 'That
no deed, made and executed as aforesald, shall affect
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the rights or claims of any persons claiming under
any title not derived from the State, or by possession
merely, against each other, but all such claimants
may pursue their legal remedy as if no such convey-
ance had been made. And all other said islands
and parts of said islands as may not be held or claim-
ed as aforesaid, shall be sold by said agent in such
manner as to him may seem fit.
1000 acres i SECT. 8. Beit further enacted, That there shall
each towsship he reserved in cevery township, suitable for settle-
;fﬁ]‘i‘ffllsefsf"' went, one thousand acres of land, to average in
quality and situation with the other land in such
township, to be appropriated to such public uses, for
the exclusive benefit of such town, as the Legisla-
ture may herealter direct.
ottlorsentiilod Secr. 9. Beit further enacted, That in every
w0 prior rights case where any person has commenced a settlement
ofpuehase on any of the land belonging to this State, prior to
the passage of this act, such person shall be eutitled
to a prior right of pyrchase.
Secr. 10, Be it further enacted, That the Gov-
Land Agent to €1IOT, Wi.th the advice of Council, be f}nd he hereby
pe ;gyvlgg:g(i is authorized to appoint and commission some dis-
dutics. creet and suitable person, as agent to superintend
and manage the sale and settlement of the public
land ; and it shall be the duty of said agent to sur-
vey or cause to be surveyed the townships aforesaid,
or such of them as in his judgment circumstances’
may from time to time require. And such agent is
hereby empowered to make contracts and execute
deeds in behall of the State, according to the pro-
visions of this act ; to receive all money and securi-
ties aceruing to the State from the sale of land, tim-
ber or grass belonging thereto; and he shall pay
unto the Treasurer of the State, {or the time being,
all money by him received, within six months from
the tinie he shall receive the same; and said agent
is hereby emapowered, and it shall be his duty, to
sell at public auction or private sale, all grass grow-
ing on the public land from year to year ; to take
all suitable measures for the preservation of the tim-
ber and grass standing or growing thereon, and e,



PUBLIC LANDS.—POOR DEBTORS. 997

prosecute in behall of the State, for all trespasses
which have been or may be made on the same; and
to seize, and sell at public auction, all kinds of lum-
ber or grass cut by trespassers, first giving timely
public notice of such sale.

Secr. 11. Beit further enacted, Thatitshall be 4, 0 reep
the duty of said agent to keep correct plans of all plans and to
surveys made as aforesaid, and to transmit copies thetsof and of
thereof and of all field notes to the office of the Sec- field notes t
retary of the State as soon as may be after such tay of Stato.
surveys shall have been made ; and he shall give his
personal attendance to all the duties appertaining to
his office as far as practicable ; and he shall have ,
power to employ such assistants from time to time joond™ ™
as he may need, to aid him to carry into effect the
provisions of this act, for whose conduct he shall be
responsible ; and he shall render a fair account of
all his doings to the Legislature annually, and shall
receive such compensation for his services as may
be deemed just and equitable ; and he shall give
bond to the Treasurer of the State, for the titne be- Togive hond:
ing, with sufficient surety or sureties, to the satisfac- **
tion of the Governor and Council, in the sum of ten
thousand dollars, for the faithful performanee of his
duties.

Sect. 12, Be it further enacted, That no person pessons not
shall be appointed or continued agent for the purpo- SE751 ",
ses aforesaid, who is or may be concerned directly continued, &
or indirectly in the lnmbering business, nor shall &
said agent be concerned, directly or indirectly, in
any purchase of said public land.

[This Act passed February 25,1824.]

CHAPTER CCLXXXI.
AN ACT additional to an Act for the relief of Poor Debtors.

Sect. 1. BE 1t enucted by the Senate und House
of Representatives, in Legisluture assembled, 'I'hat
whenever any petson who shall be arrested on exe-
gution, shall at the time of such arrest, declare to thie



