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OF THE 

STATE OF ]}IAINE~ 

l' AS SED llY THE 

AT ITS SESSION, HELD IN JANUARY, 1824. 

qUBLISHED AGREEAJJLY TO THE RESOLVE OF TUE ~8TH JUNE, 182(j', 

PORTLAND: 
PRINTED BY TODD A~D SlIUTH .......... I.'ItlNTERS To THE STA.T;E. 

1321, 



PUBLIC LANDS. 

annually at l>al'is, on the second Tuesday of June, 
and on the fourth Tuesday of November, instead of 
the times now established by law: and all mattrl'3 
and things which may be pending in, or returnable 
to said Court, when this Act shall take effect, shall 
be returned to, have day in, and be acted upon at 
the term of said Court, \vhich is, pursuant to this 
Act, to be held at said Paris, on the second Tuesday 
wf J line next, 

[This .!let passed Febrztary 25, 1824.] 

CHAPTER CCLXXX, 

AN ACT to promote the sale and settlement of public Jands. 
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, SECT, l. BE it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, in Legislature assembled, That TOWllShip9, 

such townships of land belonging to the State as suItable for set. 

b . r d ]' , I 11 tlement, to bo may e sUItable 101' settlement an ell tlvatlOn, s 1a sUl'veyed and 

be surveyed and divided into lots of one hundred allotted; 

acres eaeh, as nearly as may be; and the land so and sold to 

surveyed and allotted shall be sold to such persons settlers only. 

only, as may wish to becol11e actual settlers. And G 

h fi l' I' h' I ]]'1 h ,rant to the t e )'st lorty sett ers In any towns Ip S 1a lave eac first40settlel'S. 

a lot of one hundred acres, whel'ever he may wish 
to make a selection of land not contracted "for, at 
thirty cents per acre, one half to be paid in money 
at the time of contt'acting, and the other half to be 
paid in labor in making roads in s<\id town, under 
the direction of the agent. 

SECT. 2, Be it ji~lJ'ther enacted That any prr- Definition of' 
, .~ an actual se!)o 

son who shall entcr on any of the Jand aforesaid, un- tIer, 

del' contract, and clefti' in a good and workmanlike 
manner, fifteen acres at least, ten of \-vhich shall be 
viTelllaid down to grass, and build a house and fix 
his residence thereon, \vith his family, if any he 
have, within four years fl;om the time of contl'act:. 
ing, shall be deemed to be an aetual settler, withih 
the meaning of this Act; and shall be entitled to a 
good. and sufficient deed from the State, he having 



PUBLIC LANDS .. 

perform~d the labor due for the purchase of said lot; 
on p~yrnent bf'ing made of all the purchase money 
due on sllchcontl'act, 

SECT, S. Be it further enacted, That whenever 
Price of lanel in any township, coutmets shall have been made for 
lill' settlement, forty settlers, the residue of such to\vllship shall be 

sold at sixty cents an acre, until otherwise ordered 
by the Legislature; and any pl'rson at any time con­
tracting fol' land under the pl'(n~isions of this act, 
shall be allowed to }JUI'chase any quantity not ex­
ceeding five hundred acres, on condition that he 
shall pay sixty cents an acre for so much as he may 
purchase beyond one hundt'ed acres, and obligate 
himself to pll t thereon two settlers at least, if he shall 
purchase more than three hundred acres; the set­
tling duties fm each settler so put on, and conditions 
of paymept in this case to be the same as are 1'e-

l'rovis(j, quired by the seco\ld sec!ion of this Act: Prot1ided, 
however, That the conditions of sale aforesaid, shall 
not extend to lots all the Penobscot river, now as­
signed to this State; and all such lots fit fOl' settle­
ment and eultivation shall he sold at a price not less 
than fifty cents an acre, at the discretion of the agent 
who may be f.lppointed to superintend and manage 
the sale and settlement of the public lands, . 

SECT, 4." Be it fUTther enacted, That such land 
'l'imbc\' land as may be unfit for sl~ttlel1lel1t and cultivation, and 
\wi ... sold, p1'opei'ly falling under the denomination of timber 

land, shall be laid out in lots and sold for its just val­
ue, not exceeding five hundred acres to any onc 
person; one half of the purchase money to be paid 
at the time of contracting; and the other haJf to be 
paid in three equal annual payments, with interest 
annually, with good and sufficient surety for the 
payment thereqf: 

SECT. 5, Be it further enacted, That a tract of' 
"'j" land, not exceeding two hundred aCl'es, together 
J:i ,11 sItes bow • b I 1 '11" t I . I III 18Serve~ and Wlt t 1e oest ml site III allY sue 1 towns lip, S la Je 
';lppropnatcd, reserred, and at the discretion of the Agent, to be 

appointed as is hel'einafier provided, may be given 
, to any person 01' persulls who shall erect the first saw 
fliH and grist mill thcreon, by consent ofSctid Agent. 
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within three years from the time the settlement shall 
first(commence in such township; and when sllch 
person or persons shall have erected such mills as 
aforesaid, and shall have given bond with sufficient 
surety 01' sureties to the Treasurel' of the State and 
his Sllccessor in office, in a reasonable snm, to keep 
such mills in good repair for the term of eight years, 
at least, from their erection, he or they shall be enti-
tled to a good amI sufficient deed, f!'Om the State, 
conveying to him or them the said reserved land 
and mill site. 
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SECT. 6. Be it further enacted, That all the re-
d I d I 1 l' 1 I I' I h Reserved 10n; serve ots an. ot leI' pql'ce s 0 ane, W lIC 1 ave bel<?ngitig to, 

fallen to the share of Maine, in the division with ef~~~e ~vi\hdl. 
Massachusetts, except the Islands, shall be sold at MassarlJllsetts 

, \ bl' t' 'I)' , fto be sold, pnvate sa e or pu lC auc lOll, at t le (lscretlOll 0 

said agent: And in case the same shall be sold at 
auction, public notice shall he given of the time and 
place 'Of such sale, three months at least, betore such 
sale, hy three publications i~1 three 01' mOl'e of the 
newspapel's printed within the ~tate, the last publi-
cation to be thl'ee weeks. prior to such sale. 

SECT. 7. Be it further enacted, That the islands Islands ana 
or parts of islands which have fallen to the share ofpartsofIslallds 
Nl ' . I ,1'" t'l..l ' h j'\/T I tobeeonveyeil. aIDe, In t 1e ul V 181011 0 anlls WIt LUassac lllsetts, to settlers or 
now helrl 01' claimed by settlers, or by persons claim- ~l~~!n~h~~, ~:~1" 
iug undel' settlel's on said islands or parts of islands, c,crtain eoncti, 

t I I I db' d '\ tlOns, may I)e so e am conveye y sal agent to t le pel'-
son 01' persons holding or claiming the same as afore­
said, upon SUdl tel'ms ann conditions as to the said 
agent may seem jU'lt and equitable: and the said 
agent upon exal~inatiol1 of the claims of slIch settlel's 
01' persons cla~millg under them, shull in the llame 
and behalf of the State of Maine, make, exel'ute and 
delivel' to them sevel'ally, deeds of the islands or 
parts of islands to which they shlllll'espectively be 
found to be entitled: PmviriFd, That such person 
shall, on receiving the deed or deeds aforesaid, pay 
to said a,~eut a reasonable compensation (e)l' his ser­
vices ill examining their claims, and making and 
execlIting such deed", :, And provided furthfT, That 
110 deed, made and executed as aforesaid, shaH uffect 
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the rights or claims of any persons claiming under 
any title not derived li'om the State, or by possession 
merely, against each other, but a)] such claimants 
may pursue theil' legal remedy as if no such convey­
ance had been made. And all other said islands 
and purts of said islands as may not be 11f~ld or claim­
ed as aforesaid, shall be sold by said agent in such 
manner as to him may seem fit. 

, SECT. 8. Be il further enacted, That there shall 
JOoo arms In h d . 1 . . r 
<Jaclt tow,,.!]'\' e l'psGrvp. m eVf'ry towns up, sUltable 101' ,settIe-
re,ol>'ecl i·c·r. I I t' I I . 
public uses, Wf'llt, one t lOuSant acres 0 a)]C 1 to average ]n 

quality and situation with lhe other land in such 
township, to be appl'opriated to such public uses, for 
the exclusive benefit of such town, as the Legisla~ 
tUl'e may hel'eafter diI·ect. 

I 
'1 d SECT. 9. Be it further enrtcted, That in ev.ery 

iJeU ersent"lt e ' 
10 prior rights case where any person has commenced a settlement 
ofplll'cllas~. 011. any of the land belonging to this State, prior to 

the passage of this act, such person shaH be entitled 
to a prior right of pl,lrchase. 

SECT. 10. Be it further enacted, That the Gov­
Land Agent to el'llor, with the advice of Council, be and he hereby 
b? appointed: is authorized to appoint and commission some dis-
1us powerEand. • 
duties, creet and smtable person, as agent to supermtend 

and managp. the sale and settlement of the public 
land; and it shall be the duty of said agent to Slll'­

vey or cause to be surVf~yed the townships aforesaid, 
or such of them as in his judgment circumstances' 
may from time to time require. And such agent IS 
hereby empowered to make contracts and execute 
deeds in behalf of the State, according to the pro­
visions of this act i to receive all money and secLH'i­
ties &ceruing tu the State from the sale of Jand, tim~ 
bel' or gt'ass belonging thereto; and he shall pay 
Hilt!) the' Treasurer of the State, fol' the time being, 
all money hy him received, within six months from 
the time he slwll receive the same; and said agent 
is hereby empowered, and it shall be his duty, to 
sell at public flurtion or private sale, all grass grow­
ing on tbe pllblil' j'lrl'l from yeaI' to yea/' ; to take 
all sLlitabl~ mcasUl'CS for the presel'vdliol1 of the tim­
be~' aud grass slanding or growing thereon, and to, 
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prosecute in behalf of the State, for all trespasses 
which have been 01' may be made on the same; and 
to seize, and sell at public auction, all kinds of ltllTI-

bel' 01' gl'aSS cu~ by trespassers, first giving timely 
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public notice of such sale, 
SECT. 11. Be it further enacted, That it shall be Aeentto keep 

the duty of said agent to keep correct plans of all pl~ns ,and ,to 
I fi •. 1 d .. translllltcoplCS 

surveys mac e as a oresa\fJ, an to transmIt copIes theraofand of 

thereof and of all field notes to the office of the Sec- fie~d notes td , office of Sccre-
retary of the State as soon as may be after sueh tary of StaW. 
surveys shall have been made; ami he shall give his 
personal attendance to all the duties appertaining to 
his office as far as practicable; and he shall have 
p()wer to employ such assistants from time to time 1.'0 employ ali· 

~ slstants. 
as be may need, to aid him to carry into effeet the 
pt'ovisions of this act, for whose conduct he shall be 
responsible; and he shall render a fait' account of 
all his doings to the Legislature annually, and shall 
receive such compensation for his services as may 
be deemed just and equitable; and he shall gi \'e 

bond to the Treasurer of the State, for the time be- To give bomt 
ing, with sufficient surety or sureties, to the satisfac- &c. 
tion of the Governor and Council, in the SlIm of ten 
thousand dollars, for the faithful performance of his 
duties. 

SECT. 12. Be it further enacted, That no person Persons not 
shall be aPIJointed 01' continued agent for the purl)O- eligible to be appomted at' 

ses aforesaid, who is or may be concerned direcfly continlled\ ~, 
01' indirectly in the lumbei'ing business, nOl' shall gentR, 
said agent be concerned, directly or indirectly, iJA 
.a.ny purchase of said public land. 

[This ./J.ct passed Feb-rual'Y 25,1824.] 

------

CHAPTER CCLXXXI. 

AN AC'l' additional to an Act for the relief of POOl' Debtors. 

SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, in LfgisLutul'e assembled, 'lbat 
whenever any pet'son who shall be arrested on exe·, 
~utiou, shall at the time of Bueh al'resL dedare to tli~ 


