
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



OF THE 

THIRD LEGISLA~rURE 

OF ']-,HE 

OF MAINE, 

PASSED AT THE SESSION, 

WHICH CO~tMENCED ON THE FIRS'!' DAY OF JANUARY, AND ENDED 

ON THE ELEVEN'l'H DAY OF FEBRUARY, ONE THOUSAND EIGHT 

HUNDRED AND ']-,WEN']-'Y 'l'HREE • 

• 
PUBLISHED aGREEABLY TO THE RESOLVE OF JUNE 28,1820, .. 

PORTLAND: 
.PRINTED BY '],ODD AND SlIlI'!'H, PRIN'l'ERS ']'0 'rilE S'],A'l'E. 

18Q3. 



234 l\iESSAGE. 

MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR.. 

To the Senate and Honse of Repl'esentatives, 
I lay before you a copy of the I'eport of the Commissioners of 

Massachusetts and this State, showing theil' progress in dividing 
tlIP public: lands, together with copies of the documents al1dplan 
therein referred to. 

As a pOl'tion of these lands are now held in severalty by this 
State, the Legislature will perhaps deem it advisable to adopt 
some plan for their management and sale, as well as [01' the 
bettel' pl'eservation of the timber. Many of the reserved lots; 
which have fallen to the share of this State, being in towns 
already settled with an el1,terprising' populatioIi, tuay probably 
be sold to actual settlers, at an advantageous rate. Indeed it is 
desirable that all our public lands should be disposed of, to those, 
who will settle on and improve them, rather than to the speculator. 

Thel'e al'e no documents in the possession of this State, by 
which the value and situation of these reserved lots can be as
certained, or by which it can be determined whether, as is 
required by the several grants, they bear an equal proportion in 
,quality to the residue of the tract granted. 

There have lilwwise been assigned to this State sundry agree
ments for the sale of lands, and the monies 1I0W due, or which 
may hereafter become due thereon. Whenever the sevel'al pay
lIleJlts thereby secured shall have been completed, the purchasers 
win be entitled to deeds, aceordiug to the terms of their respec
tive contracts. It will therefore be necessary to tnalw the 
requisite provision for the execution of such deeds, so far as it 
is to be done 011 the part of this State. 

The Commissioners have also set off so much of the land faIl~ 
ing to the share of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, upon 
tht! division of the public lands already made, as in their esti
mation is of the value of thirty thousand dollarll, to the end that 
the said Commonwealth may be enabled to assign the same' to 
this State, or in lieu thereof, pay the saird sum at its election, as 
an indemnification to 'Maine, fOI' having assumed to perform all 
the dllties and obligations of the Commonwealth towards the 
Indians. I also lay before yon a copy of this act of the Com~ 
missioners, from which you will perceive the rate at whiCh the 
estimate was made. As the Commonwealth has the right to 
make the election at any time within one year, there is probably 
no reasun to expect any fl1l'thel' information upon this sllbject~ 
during the present session. 
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}tis understood that the CommissionerS! do not contemplate 
making any very cOllsiderable surveys 01' division of the public 
lands, the ensuing seaSOll, and it is presumed, therefore, that the 
necessary expenses in this business the present, will be much less 
than the last year. Until the north-eastern boundat'y.of this 
State shall be settled, there can be no final division of these 
lands, and until then, it is believed, there will be no urgent 
necessity for any considerable expenditures, under this commis
sion. 

Althollgh no progress has been made in the adjustment of that 
boundary the past yem', thel'e is reason to believe, that every 
thing within the power of OUI' government, has been and will be 
done, to bring the subject to a speedy and an equitable settle
mellt.. The C(illnmissionel's having suggested the expediency of 
selling the public land and buildings in the town of Portland, 
upon such terms, and in such manner, as wiII best secul'e the 
value thereof to the two States, the attention of the Legislature 
is called to that part of theil' communication, which relates to 
this subject. The buildings al'e in a decaying situation, and un
less sold will require immediate repail's. 

ALBION K. PARRIS. 
Council Chamber, Januar,lJ 13, 1823. 

------

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Resolve authorizing the sale of State Lands, and for other purposes. 

Resolved, 'That the Governor, with the advice of Council, be, 
and he hereby is authorized and empowered to appoint such 
Agent or Agents as to him may seem expedient, from time to 
time, for the preservation, and to prevent the destruction of 
timber atld grass standing or gl'owing on the Public Lands; and 
such Agent 01' Agents shall give bond to the Treasllrer of the 
State, to the satisfaction of the Governor and Coullcil, fOl' the 
faithful dischat'ge of theit, duty; and shall annually exhibit to 
the Legislature a statement of their proceedings, and a fait' 
account of receipts and expenditures. 

Be it further Resolved, That the lands and tenements owned 
by this State in common with Massachusetts, situated in the town 
of Portland, shall and may be sold, undel' the direction of the 
Govel'l1o)', 01' slIch Agent as he may appoint, as soon as may b~, 
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