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STATE OF JlIAINE, 

1> AS SED IlY TUE 

THIRD LEGISLATURE, 

AT THE SESSION, HELD IN JANUARY, 1823, 

PUBLISHED AGREEABLY TO THE nEB OLVE OF JUNE 2S) J8,2n. 

POR'l'L.flND: 
llY 'rODD AN)) S~lITII ...... PRrNTERs TO '!'HE S'l';\,l'E •. 

1823. 



CANAL. 

competent for the transaction of husiness; and all 
questions befol'e them shall be eeeloed by a 11l,,!jol'ity 
of Yotes, and they shall have p(HVer to make IUld p1'e
scl'ibe sllch by-laws, rules and re~111ations, as to I'y·l.w,. 

them shall appeal' needthl and proper, tourhillg the 
IDHnagement and di5!position of the stock, property, 
efltate, and effects of said company, and the trans/ler 
or shares, and touching the duties and conduct of 
the several officers, derks, aBrl servants employed, 
and the electiun of Directors, and all snch matter§ as 
appertain to the business of insuranre; and shall 
also have the powel' to appoint a Secl'<"tary, and as 
many clerks and servants, for carrying 011 the said 
business, and with such salal'ies and allowances to 
them, and, to the President, as to the said board shall 
seem meet: Prov'ided, Such by-laws and regulations 
shallllot be n'pllgnant to the laws of this State. 

SECT. 6. lje it fUl'lher enacted, That any two 01' 

more pel'sons named in this Act of incorporation, 
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are hereby empowered to call a meeting of the Fir,lmeeling, 

members of said Company, as soon as may be, in 
Bath, by advertisin~ the salre fourteen days in the 
newspaper printerl in said tOW11, for the purpose of 
electing the fhst Board of Directors, who shall con-
tinue in office ulltil the first Tuesday of April, one 
thousand eight hUlldred and twenty-foul'. 

[Th1s.!1ctpassed January 31,1823.] 

CHAPTER CLXXXII. 

AN ACT to incorporute the Proprietors of Stearns' Pond Canal. 

SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House oj 
R.epresentati1)eS, in Legislature assembled, That J 0-

seph "Valkel', Samuel Nevers, James Osgood,Robertpel'SOl1o inC0l'e 

Page, Hobert Bradley, James W. Ripley, Stephen pOl'ated, 

Chase, Joshua B. O;c.good and Henry Y. B. Osgood, 
with theil' associates and suecessors, be, and they 
hereby are incorporated into a body politie, by the 
name of the Proprietors of Stearns' Pond Canal; Powcl'sandprl. 
with power to prosecute and defend suits at law; to vilege" 

have a common seal and to change the same; to 
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make any by-laws for the management of their affaIrs 
not repugnant to the laws of the State; and said 
Proprietors are hereby empowered, within the term 
of two years, to make a Canal on the stream from 
Steams' Pond in Sweden, in the county of Oxford, 

1'0 mn],en canal to Crotched Pond in Bridgton in the county of 
~mS~~ , 
Ponti to 01'0tch- Cumbedand, for the purpose of floating timber from 
cd Pond. said Stearlls' Pond down said stream to Crotched 

Pond. 
SECT. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That if any person 

Damages bow or persons shall suffer damages, by the erecting of 
estimated and C d 
,ottled. said anal, an· the parties cannot agree upon the 

amount, the same proceedings may be had thereon, 
to ascertain and settle the same, as is prescribed in 
the second section of the act defining the general 
powers and duties of turnpil<e corporations. And if 

] 
c • any person or persons shall wilfully destroy or iniure 

Penn ty ,01' Hl- • .:J 
judn!; 0" ob- sald Canal or any part thereof or dlvert 01' obstruct 
stl'uctmg canal.' , , 

the waters thereof, he or they shall pay treble dama-
ges for such trespass, to be ('ecuvered in any Court 
of competent jurisdiction. 

SECT, 3. Be itfurlher enacted, That a toll be, and 
hereby is granted, for the sole use of said corpot'a-

ron. tion, at the following rates, to wit: For every thou
sand feet of timber, sufficient to make a thousand 
feet of bOal'ds, ,vhieh shall pass down said Canal, 
three cents; the amount to be determined by the 
survey ii'ol11 the owner to the purchaser: And said 
cOl'poration shall at all times, for the term often years, 
from the time said Canal shall be completed, keep 

~a~;~:h,~Jekept the same in repair, for the passing of logs; thereon, 
and shall be liable to pay each person the damage 
he may snstain, ill consequence of said Canal not 
being in good ancl sufficient repair: Provided, any 
one of said cOl'poration be notified that sllch repairs 
are ne'ecled, and the same is not clone without unne
cessal'y delay; sneh damage to be recovered in any 
COllrt of competent jl1l'isdiction. 

f)omITJ"" Pleas SECT. 4. Be ,it further enacted, That said corpora
lu dee,ide ,wilell tion ma v as soon as sail! Canal is in the ol)inion of 
/'aoall~ sUitable .' , , 

In" p"os"g-e, &c, the Court of Common Pleas, 01' of their Committee, 
complet~d, and suitable fOf the passage of logs, have 
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power to collect to11 on any timber passing therein; 
and to retain such part thereof, as may be necessary 
to pay the toll and charges of collection, if payment ~~dt~in~l~ee",~ 
be refused; and said corporation may sell at public tain cas.s, 

auction so much of said timber as may be necessary 
for the payment of toll and charges thereon, after 
detaining said timber tp,n days, and posting up notice 
thereof in some public places in the towns of Bridg-
ton and Sweden, six days before the sale; or said 
corporation may recover said toll of the owner of the 
timber by action of debt in any Court of competent 
jurisdiction. . 

SECT. 5. Be it further enacted, That the owners 
f · b d . d bId 'd Owners of ti'" o tun er turne mto an to e passec own Sal bel' to be passe. 

S 'P d C 1 .. f h .. ill canal may tearns on ana, or a majorIty 0 t em 11llnter- organize them 

h b 1 · d d d selves into. bl' est, are ere y aut 101'lZe an ernpowere to assem- OJ' corporate 

ble at some place in the towns of Bridgton or Sweden, withpowCI'S,&o 

on the last Tuesday of March annually, for the pur-
pose of associating and organizing themselves as a 
body politic and corporate; and at such meeting 
may pass such votes, adopt such rules and regulations, 
choose such officers, and take such measures not 
repugnant to the laws of the State, as may be ne-
cessary to compel all and each of the owners of such 
logs, as are to be passed down the Canal that season, 
to perform each one his respective proportion. of 
labor, and to bear his share of the expense of driving 
the same into said Crotched Pond; sllch labor to be 
done under the direction and superintendence of any 
agent or committee, they may deem propel' to ap-
point. 

SECT. 6. Be it further enacted, That Joseph 'Valk..: .. . 
b d I b · I' 1 II 1 fi 10 "Sl mce(lI'f er e, an Iere y IS, aut 1Ol'lZeC to ca t Ie rst meet- . 

ing of said proprietors, at such time and place within 
the town of Sweden, as he may direct, by noti(ying 
each proprietor of the time and place of meeting, six 
days previous thereto: Provided always, That the 
powers granted by this act may be enlal'ged,restl'ained Re,triction! 

or annulled at the pleasure of the Legislatl1l'c. 
[This jlct passetl.Tamwl'!! 31, 1823.] 


