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OF 'fHE 

STATE OF llIAINE, 

l'ASSED BY 'fHE 

THIRD LEGISLATURE, 

AT ITS SESSION, HELD IN JANUARY,. 182~t 

PUDLISUED /.aUEEADLl' to THE UESOT.VE OF. JUNE 28,1820; 

--
PORTLJlND. 

llY 'l'o'DD AND SMITH"" .. PRINTERS '1'0 'l'HE S'l'ATE" 

18~S. 



COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 

CHAPTER CCXXXIII. 

AN ACT additional to An Act to establish the COUl't of Comlnon 
Pleas. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre­
Orlmin.\ jul'is- sentatives, in Legislature assembled, That from and 
diction ofOom- after the first day of June next the Court of Common 
mon Pleas con- • ' • }" • I h S 
current ~vitb s. Pleas shall have concurrent JUl'lSl lctlon WIt I t e u-
J. Court III cer·, • • . '. 
tain cases. preme J udIcml Court, of all crImes, offences and mIS-

demeanors, excepting those crimes which are by law 
punishable with death; and excepting also the crimes 
of manslaughter, felonious maims and assaults; and 
duelling, rape, sodomy and bestiality, adultery, big­
amy and poligamy ; bl1l'glary, perjury and suborna­
tion of peIjUl'Y ; and also the crimes and offences de­
scribed in the second and third sections of " An Act 
providing for the punishment of incendiaries, and the 
perpetrators of other malicious mischief;" and also 
the crimes and offences described in the seventh and 
ninth sections of " An Act providing for the punish­
ment of the crimes of robbery and other larcenies, 
and for the pt'evention thereof;" and excepting also 
the crimes and offences described in the first, second 
and eighth sr;ctions of H An act against forgery and 
counterfeiting:" And the said Court of Common 
Pleas may sentence all such persons, as may be duly 
convicted before it, to suffer such punishment, as is, 
or may be, by law provided; saving, however, to the 
party accused, the right of appeal. 

[This .fJ.ct passed February 10, 1823.] 

CHAPTER CCXXXIV. 

AN AC'l' additional to an Act to establish a Court of Common Pleas. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in Legislature assembled, That ti'om and 

Time. or hold- fi I 'f h' I C f C ing O •• Plea. ai- a tel' tIe passlllg 0 t IS act, tIe ourt 0 ommon 
tel'ed 1U Pleas shall be held annually, within and for the 
Yorkcounly; county of York, at Alfred, on the second Tuesday 

of Febmary, and the third Tuesday of October, .and 
at York on the last Tuesday of lVlay; at Portland l 
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within and for the county of Cumberland, on the Cumberland, 

til'st Tuesday of March, the third Tuesday of J nne, 
and the second Tuesday of Octobet·; and at Bangor, 
within and for the county of Penobscot, on the first and Penohscdf. 
Tuesday of January and the fOl1l'th Tuesday of June; 
instead of the times pt'escribed in the act to which 
this is additional for holding said Courts, in the coun-
ties af01'esaid. 

[This .9.ct passed Februa.ry 11,1823.] 

CHAPTER CCXXXV. 

AN AC1' to prevent unnecessary costs in criminal prosecutions. 

SECT. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in Legislature assembled, That where 
cornplait)t shall be made to any Justice of the Peace, !:::;~e orco:~: 
II '. .ci' .' tIt 1 I plain,nt Hnd.r a egll1g any ouence agams aw 0 lave Jeen COll1- oath, befnre i,e 

mitted, and praying that a warrant may issue, it shall suingwarrUlltl 
be the duty of such J tlstice, cal'efully to inquire of 
the complainant, on oath, into the Cil'Clullstances of 
the case; and if from the whole facts disclosed, he 
shall be satisfied the offence alleged in the complaint 
has been committed by the person charged, he shaH 
then and not othei'wi£e Issue his warrant; and 'it 
shall be the duty of said Justice to order such persons 
only to besLltnmoned as witnesses, as from the cit,­
cllmstances disclosed, he shall be satisfied can testify 
to facts material to the issue to be tried, and whose 
testimony is necessary in the cause: Provided, how- No costs to ~'c 
ever, in all cases, no costs shall be taxed or allowed :;1~fu~!~.r com; 

hy said J u£tice for the benefit ot' use of the complain-
ant as a witness, aiel, constable, Dr in any other ca-
pacity whatever. 

SECT. 2. Be it jilrther enacted, Tha t it shoJI be the 
duty of all Justices of the Peace and all COllrts ofJ";tice,~coUJI. 

• • ' .. to {"X!l1llme f)ffi~ 
Justice before Wh0111 any crimmal Ilt'OSecutlOn may c~"'selHII'ge'fnJ' 

Old, &.e. unliefl 
be pending, where the officer serving the warrant Qulh, 

issued in such case, shall have charged fees for aid or 
other expense in serving said wat'l'ant, to inquire of 
.said officer, on oath, into the necessity of snch charge. 

4,. 


