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206 POOR DEBTORS,

twenty per cent. of the amount of fees pleSCIIbed m
this act, for the several services by them respectlvely
performed

Secr. 4. Be it further enacted, That the several
Particular ac'lnspectors and their deputies, hercin mentioned, upon
count to be
made, if re-leceiving any fees for the services aforesaid, if requir-
quired. - ed by the person paying the same, shall make out a

particular account of such fees mn writing, specifying
for what they accrued ; and in case of refusal, shall
Penalty for re-
fusal; and how forfeit to the party paylng such fees, treble the sum
recovered. by him or them'so paid, to be recovered with costs in
any Court pr oper to try the same.

Secr. 5. Be it further enacted That if any Inspec-
~for taking il- tor or hls deputy, shall wilfully and corruptly demand
Jegal fees ; and
howw rooonered 20 TECeIVe any greater fee or fees, for any of the ser-
' vices aforesaid, than are by this act allowed and pro-

vided, he shall forfeit and pay not less than five dol-
lars, nor more than thirty dollars for every oﬁence, to
be recovered with. costs by action of debt, in any
Court of competent jurisdiction, to the use of any per:
son who may sue for the same.

[This Act passed February 9, 1822.]

CHAPTER CCIX.

AN ACT for the rglief of Poop Debtors,

Secr. 1. BL it enacted by the Senate and House cyf

No person to Loepresentatives, in Legislature " assembled, That no
be taken inperson shall be liable to be arrested or comrmtted to -
f:szct“}f:’gé‘ﬁ prison on any execution issued upon any judgment
founded on founded on contract, oron a any execution 1ssued on any
2:23%:;’ e Judgment iounded on a former judgment rendered in
_any swit upon contract, unless the debt or damage n

the original judgment shall cxceed the sum of five

dollars ; and 1t shall be the duty of the Clerks of
Courts and Justices of the Peace, who may 1ssue exe-
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cutions upon such judgments, so to vary the {orm of Forn t,of ﬂ:e
such executions, as that the same shall not run against be varioqr
the bodies of such debtors.

Secr. 2. Be it further enacted, That the bounda- Boundaries of
ries of the gaol yards in the several counties in this ?d‘l‘”l‘ll‘vls:id‘ es-
State, as fixed and determined prior to the twenty-— "
first day of March, in the year of our Lord one thou-
sand eight hundred and twenty-one, be, and they are
hereby established ; and shall  so continue until the
same, or any of them, shall be changed and otherwise
_established by the Court of Sessions.

Seer. 3. Be it further enacted, That where there i two goals in
are two gaols n the same county, every person con;\-g‘(‘:unt same
mitted for debt, shall be commiited to the gaol which mitments to
is nearest to the debtor’s place of abode ; and the bemadetothe
Court of Sessions In the several counties in this State,neawSt'
be, and they are liereby authorized to-fix and deter- ‘?°“ftst°f S%s-
mine the boundaries of the gaol yards to the several i‘ﬁ;?da§¢§ o
gaols in their respective counties, and the same to gaol yards.
change and alter from time to time, as to them shall
appear proper.

wor. 4. Beat further enacted, That whenever any | .
person who 1s or may be imprisoned for debt, on pﬁfo(;lnesd or
mesne process, or execution, shall give bond to the dlebt]_‘tjo thavef
creditor with one or more sureties, approved by the i gaol yard,
creditor, or two Justices of the Peace, quorum unus,upon giving
in double the amount for which he is imprisoned, con- ond.
ditioned, that from the time of executing such bond,
he will not depart without the exterior bounds of the
gaol yard, until lawfully discharged ; and if imprisoned
on execution, further conditioned that he will surren-
der himself to the gaol keeper and go into close con-
finement, as 1s required by law, the gaol keeper shall
release him from close confinement, without requiring
any other condition in such bond. ]

Secr. & Be it further enacted, That any prisoner,
who is or shall be under bond for the liberty of the ﬁ;:ﬁ}f‘i;’gﬁif;
gaol yard, as provided in the fourth section of thisof gaol yards,
Act, may have a chamber and lodgings in any build- fgg:ﬁ;ep;;idfé
ings belonging to the prisons by paymg at such rate therefor.
as shall from time to time be sct and established by
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the Court of Sessions, and not to exceed thirty-three
cents a week. ~ ‘
Seer. 6. Be further enacted, That any hond which
f{:’igdupgz e has, or may be given, to obtain the liberty of the gaol
surrender  ofyard, shall be discharged and void whenever the prin:
the principal. cipal therein shall surrender himself, or be surrender-
ed by his surety, to the keeper of the prison where
the bond was given, reserving however, the right of
Suchprincipal the creditor to recover for a breach thereof before
to be in thesuch surrender ; and such surrendered principal shall
goal ke’;Per. be in custody of the gaol keeper under the execution
or writ on, whicl the bond was given as fully as on
the first commitment : Provided, however, that after
such surrender, sajd principal shall be entitled, on givs
ing bond anew, to the same privilege as he was or

would be, before such surrender. ~
Sect. 7. Be it further enacted, That any principal
Principal sw-surrendered by his bail, either on mesne process or
gj;‘je;e;‘m’;};{ action of scire fucias against the bail, shall, on giving
bond. bond similar to that in this act provided, be released
from close confinement, in the same manner as if he
had given such bond after commitment on the origin-

al writ or execution.

_ Secr, 8. Be it further enacted, That nothing shall
z‘g::zd“‘ " be considered a breach of any bond which has been
breach, or may be given to obtam the liberty of the gaol yard,

except the passing over and beyond the exterior lim-
its and bounds thereof, as by law established, or neg-
lecting to surrender himself to the gaol keeper as re-

quired 1n the twenty-first section of this act.
Seor. 9. Be it further enacted, That no Sheriff,
I(ixoal‘geal?lfg(i'si Gaoler, or Prison Keeper, shall be chargeable to th§
an escape increditor of any person who has been, or may hereaf-
consediience  ter be'imprisoned for debt, either upon mesne process
the amount of OF' execution, for an escape in consequence of allow-
thebond. ing the liberty of the gaoFyal‘d to such prisoner, on
his giving  bond, approved by two disinterested Jus-
tices of the Peace, quorum unus, conditioned that from
the time of executing such bond, he will continue a
true prisoner within the limits of said yard, until he
shall be lawfully discharged, without committing any

Proviso.
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filanner of escape, notwithstanding such bond, from
accident, mistake or misapprehension, may not have

been given for double the sum for which he 1s or wag Proviso.
imprisoned : Provided, that nothing herein, shall be
construed to affect any suit wherem final judgment

has béen rendered by the Supreme Judicial Court.

Swor. 10. Be it further enacted, Thatif the cred- . =
itor ‘or creditors shall refuse to take the bond, theﬁ?«? with, the
same shall be left with the gaol keeper until the cred- {gf’ale“cif’ e
i'\%f)r or creditors shall demand the same; and upon b SR i
Eltting such bond m suit when the condition shall be
broken, judgment shall be entered up for the whole of; 0 J‘;zl’;;esgt
the penalty, and no chancery shall be allowed therein : toberendered
Provided, that if it shall appear to the court, eithero the penal-
upon a hearing in equity, or by the finding of a jury, * .
that such debtor escaped not wilfully, but through ac- E;::‘z‘f”inv;ﬁ
cident, or misapprehension of the limits of the gaoluntuy escape.
yard, then the court may enter judgment for the
plamtiff; for the money due on the execution on which
such debtor was committed, with interest thereon;
and the charges of levying the same execution, togeth-
er with the costs of such action, any law to the con-
trary notwithstanding. And when the jury shall find
that such debtor did escape, they may also inquire and
find whether such escape was not through accident or
misapprehension, as aforesaid :  Provided, however,Turther Fro-
that judgment shall in no case be entered against the ™
surety in any such bond for a greater sum than the
original debt, cost and interest, with costs of suit ; but
a separate judgment may be entcred against the prin-
cipal for the penalty of the bond, In case the escape
be wilful. : :

Secr. 11 Be it further enacted, That no action, . .,
shall hereafter be maintained for the breach of any commenced
bond given or to be given, for liberty of the gaol yard,"itkin  one
unless such action be brought within one year from o
and after such breach.

Seor. 12,  Be it further enacted, That when any when a per-
person standing committed by force of any execution, son_complain
shall complain that he or she hath not estate sufficient ;L],?)tp};itca%?,;t
to support him or her in prison, the gaoler or keeper sl in prison,

. the  keeper
of such prison, shall, on such complaint, apply to one gan o

apply fo
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a Justice ofof the Justices of the Peace within and for the county
the peace,who . . : . - AR o SEE
shall issne ail Which such.prison is, who shall thereupon make

?l?éngf:(%ict);to out a not1ﬁcqthn in writing, uqder his han(il and. ‘s-eal,‘
" therchy sigmfymg to the creditor or creditors; such
prisoner’s desive of taking the privilege and benefit

allowed 1n and by this Act, and of the time and place.
appointed for the intended caption of the oath or af-

firmation allowed by this Act, and which heing served’

on the creditor or creditors of ,afhe said prisoner; if he,

she or they live within this State, his or her executor

or administrator ; and 1f such creditor or creditors

live out of this State, upon his or their agent or attor-

ney, either by reading the same to hini or her, or by

leaving an attested copy thereof; at the usual place of

Service. abode of such creditor ot creditors; agent or attorney
as aforesaid; at least fiftecn days before the time ap-
pointed for the taking the said oath or affirmation;

S that he she or they may be present, if they see causc :

FOV1SO,

Provided, that if any creditor or creditors live out of

this State, and have no agent or attorney living in the

same, an attested copy of such notification shall be left

with the Clerk of the Court, or the Justice by whom

the said execution was signed, at least fifteen days be-

fore such intended caption; and the notification of im-

prisoned debtors on their creditors, may in all cascs'”
be served and returned by a sheriff; his deputy, or a

constable. L S

Two Justices OECT. 13. Be it further enucted, That any two Jus-

of the Peace {ioeg of the Peace witlin and for the county where
and  quorum . X

empowered to such caption is to be taken, each of whom shall be of
examine tﬁg the quorum, and disinterested, are hereby authorized

notification, & and empowered, at the time and place ‘appointed for
to administer :

to odm amr_the taling such caption, to examine the return of the
ination, said notification ; and if it shall appear to be dul
made, to administer the said oath or affirmation, after
fully examining and hearing the parties, if they, the
said Justices, shall think proper so to do, to such
debtor.
Secr. 14. Be it further enacted, 'That the Justices,
or either of them, before whom any prisoner may ap-

pear, for the purpose of taking the poor debtor’s oath,
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shall lHave power to adjourn their proceedings to any May adjourn -
convenient time, on the same, or the following day, f}:;;r proceed-
until the examination shall be completed : Provided ~
however, That they or either of them shall not adjourn
more than twice upon the same examination, nor more Proviso.
than twenty four hours at one time : And the execu-
tion creditor, or his attorney, attending such examina-
tion, may propose to the debtor such interrogatories in
writing, pertinent to the inquiry, as he may see fit ; Creditor may
which interrogatories shall be answered in writing, be- D s oaner-
fore the said Justices, by the debtor; and if required 5 )
by the creditor or his attorney, shall be by him signed
and sworn to, before the said Justices proceed to ad-
minister tie oath to discharge such debtor from im-
Fl‘isonment. And the said creditor or attorncy shall
1ave a right to receive the said interrogatories and an-
swers, certified by the said Justices, for which he shall
an them the same fees (travelling fees excepted) as
or taking a deposition-of the same length. And eachrees to tbe
Justice shall receive of the debtor one dollar for each Tustices.
day they shall be necessarily employed in said exami-
nation, besides fifty cents to the Justice who shall issue
the notification to the execution creditor, and the same
travelling fees as for taking depositions.  And if it shall
not clearly appear upon the mterrogatories and an-
swers, and the other evidence produced by the debtor
and creditor, that such debtor 1s entitled to his dis-
charge, the said Justices shall not administer the said oath not tobe
oath to him, notwithstanding he may offer to take it :?:’;’;;‘;fte"e‘i
Provided however, That one of said Justices shall al-
ways make proper entries and records of their pro-Pproviso.
ceedings, and enter judgment in due form, as in other
cases.

Secr. 15. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the Justices who may administer an oath to
any person, who is committed by exccution for debt,
in order for the liberation and discharge of such per-
son from prison, to administer an oath m the form fol-
lowing, to wit s—

1 , do solemnly swear before Almighty God,
(or affirm as the case may be,) that I have not any, =~
estate, real or persohal, in possession, reversion or re=op afirmation,

h )

\
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mainder, sufficient to support myself in prison, or to
pay prison charges, except the goods ,am%.j chattels by
law exempted from attachment and execution; and
that I have not, smce the commencement of this suit
against me, or at any other time, directly, or ndirecly,
sold, leased, or otherwise conveyed or disposed ot to,
or entrusted any person, or persons whomsoever, with
all, or any part of the estate, real or personal, whereof
¥ have been the lawful owner, or possessor, with any
mtent or design to secure the same, or to receive, or to
expect any profit or advantage therefor; or have caus-
ed or suffered to be done, any thing else whatsoever,
whereby any of my creditors may be defrauded. . So
help me God—¢or this } do under the pains and pen-
alties of perjury, as the case may be.) *
Which oath or affirmation, heing administered by
Justices  tothe said Justices to, and taken by such prisoner, and a
make ool certificate thereof made under the hands and seals of
the Justices, administering the same, to such gaoler, or
prison keeper, he shall thereupon set such prisoner at.
liberty, if he' or she is committed for no other cause,
and the body of such prisoner shall not be held in pris-
on any longer, upon such execution ; which certificate, -
to be made by the Justices as aforesaid, shall be in the
form following, to wit :— ‘
S ss. 1o Keeper of the Goal af,
We, the subscribers, two of the Justices of the Peace
Forn of certi-for the said county of S ,and each of us of the
ficate. Quorum, hereby certify, that (A. B.) a poor prisoner,
confined upon execution for debt in the gaol "at
aforesaid, hath caused (D. E.) the creditor, at whose
suit he was so confined, to be notified according to law
of his the said (A. B’s.) desire of taking the benefit of
the Act, entitled « An Act for the relief of poor debt-
ors ;” that in our opinion, the said (A. B.) hath not any
estate, real or personal, sufficient to suppert himself in
prison, except the goods and chattels by law exempt-
ed from attachment and execution; and that he hath
not conveyed or concealed his estate with design to se-
cure the same to his own use, or to defraud his credi-
~ tors; and that we have, after due cauntion to the said
(A B.) administering [administered] to him the oath (or
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affirmation, as the case may be) rescribed In an Act for
the relief of poor debtors. \ﬁitness our hands and
seals, this day - Ao Domini. ‘
Secr. 16. ' Be it further enacted, That whenever
any person shall have been convicted of any offencePerson  dis
~agamnst Government, and shall have suffered the pen- a‘:f‘tll‘eﬁs‘;d Ty
alties of the-law therefor, and cannot therefore be ad-nave the oath
mitted as a witness n any civil or criminal action, and *dmivistered-
shall be committed for debt, and being poor and una-
ble to pay prison charges, the same person may be ad-
mitted to the oath prescribed »by this - Act, he or she
conforming to all the requisitions m this Act prescribed.
Secr. 17, Be it further enacted, "That if any such
brisoner, as aforesaid, shall be convieted of having sold,
}eased, or otherwise conveyed, concealed, or disposed Prisoner con-
of, or intrusted his or her estate, or any part thereof, X‘C‘;t]‘igg‘)]fﬁ‘;‘g;:
directly, or indirectly, contrary to his or her foregomg tate, liable to
vath, or affirmation, he or'she shall not only be liableg};eé’ff}‘?lzf
to the pains and penalties of wilful perjury, Lut shall ’
teceive no- henefit from the said oath or affirmation ;
and in case such prisoner, at the time of the mtended
caption, shall not take the said oath or affirmation, or New notifica-
be not admitted thereto by the said Justices, he shall fior fo” be
‘not be released from prison, and shall not be entitled the oath shan
to the benefit of this Act, unless a new notification be st admin-
1made out and served in manner as aforesaid. S
Swer. 18, Be it further enacted, That all and eve- ‘
Ty judgment obtained against such prisoners, shall, not- yudgment
withstanding such discharge, -as aforesaid, be, and re- ?2’5‘;}3‘“‘3";&‘3
main good aud effectualin law, to all intents and pur- e estate of
poses, against any estate whatsoever, which may then, gggchaf:i;“’“e"
or at any time afterwards, belong to him or her ; and o
the creditor, or creditors, agent, or attorney, their ex-
ecutors, or adminstrators may take out a new execution
against the lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods and Creditor may
chattels of such prisoner, (the goods and chattels by fakeoutanew
law exempted from attachment and distress only ex-gainst lands,
cepted,) for the satisfaction of the debt, in' such man- %
mner as might have been done in case the said prisoner
had never been taken in execution. ’
Secr. 19, Be it further enacted, That whenever a
debtor in - execution, having - goods, effects, or credits,.
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What shall beto the amount of Thirty Dollars, or more, (that are
tavenasetav-ypattachable by the common and ordinary process of
action in thelaw,) shall spend or use the same, or so much thereof,
debtor ; for his subsistence, as shall amount to the sum upon
which he 15 committed in execution, without giving the
creditor, his agent, or attorney, notice where, and of
what kipd they are, and enabling him, if he thinks prop-
er, to accept the same, or such part of them as will
amount to the debt for which he 1s In execution, in sat-
wsfaction thereof, such neglect shall be esteemed and
taken as a fraudulent transaction in the debtor; and
every person, who shall knowingly aid and assist a
debtor m such fraudulent transactions, shall be answer-
persons assist-able and chargeable to the creditor, to double the full
g lighle. value of the money, goods, or effects by him or them
thus secreted, spent, or embezzled, in a special actiop
on the case.
Price of ati-  Sper, 20. Bedt further enacted, That whenever
;’(‘,e;r‘;‘s‘;ﬁlf,h ‘iﬂ any dispute shall arise, about the price of articles pro-
be settled by vi({ed by the gaoler, for a prisoner, while in prison, un-
the Court of . ; . .
Sessions, _inder his custody, the Court of Sessions for the county in
case of dis-which such gaol stands, shall be, and hereby are fully
pute. authorized to hear, and finally to determine all such
disputes.
Person hav-  Sgor. 21, Be ot further enacted, That if any per-
vE tife“bggfﬂ son, who may be hereafter imprisoned for debt, on ex-
%'?rdl, . gglﬁﬂs ecution, shall not .Within nine months after being'ﬁ}'st
cording to T 28dmitted to the liberty of the gaol yard, by giving
in 9 months, bond as aforesaid, be discharged accordingly to law,
Zlf::ibigﬁﬁf such person shall no longer be entitled to the liberty
ment; of the gaol yard; but it shall be the duty of the guol
keeper, from and after the expiration of nine months,
to hold such person in close confirement until lawfully
discharged therefrom 5 and if such person shall not,
within three days after the expiration of said nine
to -surrender months, surrender himself to the gaol keeper, and go
fmeel L orinto close confinement, it shall be deemed a breach of
decmed athe condition of his bond for the liberty of the gaol
gﬁf? of the yard : Provided, That when any person, thus impris-
' oned, shall own and possess real estate, and shall, in
Proviso, in writing offer the same to the creditor, so that it may

£ tend . . .
ofreal estato, be taken in execution, he may be admitted to take thg
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oath prescribed In the fifteenth section of this Act, by

adding thereto, after the word “exccution,” “ And the

real estate described in my offer in -satisfaction of 'the
execution whereon I was committed,” and the creditor

shall have a lien on the real estate thus. offered, for additionai
thirty days after the time of such offers and on filing °t-
the said offer in writing, with the Clerk, or Justice of

the Peace, who issued said execution, shall be entitled

to a new execution, on which he may cause said real
estate to be set off according to law.. ... . .

Sect. 22. Be it further enacted, 'That wheneverany Person  com.
person is, or may be committed to prison by virtue ofmitted for tax-
any warrant for the collection of any tax, and shalliverty of the
give bond to the Treasurer from whom such warrantg?! y"‘“d;v‘i‘lll’g'
ssued, with one or more sureties, approved by ‘suchbond. 5
Treasurer, or two Justices of the Peace, guorum wnus,

i double the amount for -which heis imprisoned, con-

ditioned as provided in the fourth section of this act,

the gaol keeper shall release him from close confine-

ment. e . : , ,

Secr. 23. Be it further enacted, That when any per-

son, standing committed to prison by virtue of any war-When a per-
rant for the collection of any tax, rate, or assessment, ?(‘)’;‘éirgf‘;gg(
shall complain that he or she hath not estate sufficient plains that he
to support him or herself in prison, the gaoler, or keep- ;i;‘t“l‘]’fmseﬁ‘f"l’n
er of such prison, shall, on such complaint, apply toprison, ~ the
one of the Justices of the Peace, within and for the ];;;{’m;o il
county in which such prison is, who shall thereupontice'Y of the
make out’ a notification, in writing, under his hand andf}f;l‘l’egm:’hz
seal, thereby signifying to the Assessors of the town, notification,
plantation, or parish, where such tax, rate, or assess- &e. - :
ment was made, and also to the Constable or Collec-

tor who executed such warrant, sach prisoner’s desire

of taking the privilege and benefit, and of the time

and place appointed for the intended caption, of ‘the

oath or aflirmation allowed by this Act; which noti-gseyice,
fication shall be served on such Assessors, and Consta-

ble or Collector, by leaving an attested copy thereof,

at the office of such Assessors, or at the usual place

of abode of any one of them; and also at the usual

place of abode of such Constable or Collector, at least

thirty days before the time appointed for the taking
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the said oath or affirmation, that they may be present,
if they see cause. : .
Two Justices' 'Smer. 24. Be it further enacted, That any two Jus-
;’,ﬂdth%ui‘;z;‘z tices of the Peace and of the Quorum; of the same
* empowered to county, being disinterested, shall be and hereby- are
examine 3:2 authorized and l‘eql.li[‘ed, at the time and plaqe appoint-
notification & €d 1n such notification, and wupon the exammation of
to administerthe peturn thereof, and a full hearing of the parties
oath or affir- .
mation, who shall and may appear thereupon, and no sufficient
cause to the contrary, in the opinion of either of the
said Justices, being shewn, and after due-caution and
examination of such prisoner to proceed to administer
an oath, or affirmation, in the form following, to wit :
SN N do solemnly swear before Almighty God,
(or I do affirm, as the case may be,) that I had not, at
the time of my imprisonment, by - (naming the
Form of oathsald Collector or Constable) nor have I, at this time,
or affirmation. any lands, goods, money, or demands, whereby to sat-
isfy the sum at which I am assessed in the st or war-
rant of taxes.committed to him to collect, and for which
I am now holden m prison, or for the payment of any
part of that sum, my necessary aqparel and some other
articles not liable to be distramed for taxes, and what
has been expended for my necessary support while in
prison, only excepted ; nor haye I, at any time before,
or since my said imprisonment, disposed, orintrusted,
to any person, or persons, any estate, either real or
personal, whereby to avoid such payment. So help
me God—(or this I do under the pains and penalties
" of perjury, m case of affirming, as aforesaid.) :
Certificate - Which oath or affirmation being administered by the
thereof to be . . . )
made, andSald Justices to, and taken by such prisoner, and a‘cer-
ggsc*;lf:;iego betificate thereof made under the hands and seals of the
%% Justices administering the same, to such gaoler, or pris-
on keeper, he shall thereupon set such prisoner-at lib-
erty, if he or she 1s in prison for no other cause ; and
the body of such prisoner shall not be held In prison
any longer upon such warrant or commitment. W hich
certificate to be made by the Justices as aforesaid, shall
be in form following, to'wit:
S. ss. To - Keeper of the Gaolof C. ,
We, the subscribers, two of the Justices of the Peace
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and of the Quorwn, for the county of S. hereby certi-
fy, that A, B. a poor prisoner, confined by warrant for
taxes, in the gaol at C. aforesaid, hath caused the As-
sessors of the town, district, or parish (as the case may
be) by virtue of whose warrant the said - - was 50
confined;; and- also - (naming the said Constable Forn of Certic
or Collector who executed such warrant) to be notifi.

ed according to law, of the said A. B.’s desive of tak-

ing the benefit of an Act, entitled % An ‘Act for the

relief of poor debtors ;. and no sufficient eause to the

contrary being shewn-——We have, after due caution .

and examination of the said -A. B, administered to him

or her the oath or affirmation prescribed m the Act

aforesaid.  ‘Witness our hands and seals, this day

of Anno Domini. -

And the said Justices, or either of them, (if only one Justices  em-
be present,) may adjourn to a future day, if he or they%ﬁﬁfed toad:
shall judge 1t to be necessary. R

Secr. 25.. Be it further enacted, That-all and eve-
ry warrant {or taxes as aforesaid, against such prisoner, :
shall, notwithstanding such discharge as aforesaid, be, Warrants fo
and remain good and effectual in law, to all intents and P%* gf,‘;d e
purposes, against any estate whatsoever, which may geinst the es-
then, or at any time afterwards belong to him or her, !t ol hepris:
(his wearing apparel and other articles not liable tobe
distrained for taxes only. excepted,) and may be carri-
ed into execution for the satisfaction of such taxes, out
of such estate, in such maimmer as might have been
done in case the said prisoner had never been com-
mitted as aforesaid : Or the Constable or Collector,
who shall make such commitment, or the inhabitants
of the town or place where such tax was assessed,
shall, and may have a remedy therefor, by a suit or
action, as {or the proper debt of such Constable, Col-
lector, or inhabitants ; any judgment to be recovered
thereupon, to be satistied only from the goods or es-
tate of such poor person, who shall, and may be re-
licved by this Act.

Secr. 26.  Be it further enacled, "That any personPersons cou-
who shall take the oath, or make the affirmation afore- Zfi::ﬁ °‘p§§i
said, having had at the time of his,or her commitapesty fiubth o

f " , the penalties
ment as aforesaid or afterwards, and before or at the o pengury;
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time of‘ftaking“ such oath, or affirmétion; any lands,
goods, money; or demands, other than therem except-
ed; and whereby he or she might have discharged the
said rates, or taxes, or. any part thereof; or having dis-
posed of, or mtrusted his* or her estate, contrary to the
tenor of the said oath; and shall be thereof duly con-
victed before the Justices of the Supreme Judicial
Court of this State, he or she, so therein offending,
shall suffer the pams and penalties of wilful perjury,
which are or shall be in other cases provide({ And
i case such prisoner, at the time of the intended cap-
tion, shall not take the said oath or affirmation, or not
Prisoner  not bé admitted thereto by the said Justices, he or she
f:lgitt‘hef wanshall be remanded back to prison, and shall not be en-
to be remand- titled to the benefit of this Act, unless upon a repeti-
od, &o. tion of the proceedings aforesaid, the oath or affirma-
tion aforesaid shall be administered.
Secr. 27, Bedt further énacted, That whenever
any creditor who may have caused his debtor to be
Creditor may arrested, or committed to prison on execution, shall
:}gg&lfgew“hgfthinlc proper to discharge such debter from such ar-
out affectingest, or from prison, he shall have the right so to do,
the judgment, without affecting or discharging the judgment ;;‘Fon
¥ giving writ- . . . - Ll R
ten pesmis- Which such execution issued, by giving to the officer
sion. who made the arrest, or by leaving with the keeper
of the gaol, a written permission for such debtor togo
Suchdiseharge @t large ; and such discharge shall not operate to re-
?}?é to ‘;fgg‘;zfl{lease the debtor from the debt and costs on which he
from debt and Was arrested, or committed, but such debt and costs
posts 5 buthisshall be and remam a legal claim against the goods
ody shall be
exempted.  and estate of such debtor ; but the body of such debt-
or, 80 released, shall be forever thereafter, exempted
from arrest and imprisonment upon such Execution,and
upon any Execution which may be obtained m virtue
of the judgment upon which such Execution issued.
Prisoner Secr. 28, Bedt further enacted, That whenever the
leﬁifgizga :f;,lé?f keeper of any prison, when any person may be com-
shall be dis-mitted to prison upon mesne process, or execution, shgll
:::;}gletf; “Tﬂeﬂz require of the creditor, his, or her Attorney,_ security
given for his fOr the payment of the expense of supporting such
sapport. debtor, n case he or she shall claim relief as a pau-

per, it shall be lawful for, and the duty of such prison
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keeper, to discharge such debtor from prison, on such
commitment; unless satisfactory security is given, with-
in eight days after such request, or money advanced
for the support of such debtor, while he or she shall
remain in close confinement : Provided, That such dis-Proviso.
charge shall not operate to release the debt or cost,
on which such debtor was imprisoned.

Swer. 29.  Be it further enacted, That, from and af-
ter the passing of this act, the following acts made
and passed by the Legislature of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, be, and the same are, as respects
this State, hereby repealed—namely, an Act for the i‘“;“f:d Acte
relief of poor prisoners who are committed by Execu- poateds
tion for debt, passed November nineteenth, in the year
one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven—an Act
for the relief of poor prisoners, confined in gaol for
taxes, }l)assed March tenth, in the year one thousand
seven hundred and ninety one—an Act for the relief
of poor debtors, passed I'ebruary twenty eighth, in
the year one thousand eight hundred and eleven—an
Act, 1n addition to an Act, entitled an Act for the relief
of poor debtors, passed December fourteenth, in the
year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen,

[This Act passed February 9, 1822.]

STATE OF MAINE.
SecrETARY OF STATE’s OFFICE,
Portland, June 25, 1822.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the Laws contained in this pamphlet
have been compared with the originals in this Office, and appear to
be correctly printed.

A, NICHOLS, Deputy Secretwry of State.
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