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OF THE 

UNITED ST ATES. 

, -, --:00:-' -

, W~, the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice~ insure domestic tran- Preamble. 

quillity, provide for the common defence, promote the gen-:-
eral welfare, and secure the blessings oflibertyto ourselves 
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the United States of America. 

ARTI'CLE i. 

SECTION I. 

1. ALL legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in Legi~lath'e 
C f h U . d S " hi' h- h 11 ,. ' .. 'f power; vested 

~ : ongress 0 t e ,mte tates, w c sa, ,consIst o' a in Cimgress. 

,.Senateand House of.Repr~sentatives. ' 
SECT • .II! 

1.' The House of Representatives shall be composed of Hopse a! Rep-
. . resentuti'res ; 

members' chosene'Very second: year by the people of the its members; 
, -",' by whom cho-

several States; and the Electors ill each State shall' have the sen; qualifica-

qualifications' requisite. for Electors 'of the most numerous !~~~~ of Elec-

branch· of the State Legislature. . " A Representa-
, , '. tive to be aged 

2. No -,person shall be a RepresentatIve who shall- not 25," years'; 7 

h ' . d' h' f' fi db' yeai'!; a citizen' ave attame to' t e age 0 : twenty- ve years, an een sev- of the United' 

en years a citizen of,tlle United States, and who shall not;: ~h;b~t:td :. 
when elected, be an inhabitant of that State in which he shall his state, when 
"': ' elected; 

be chosen. . .' ': RepresEmta-

3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned ;~Vcet5ta.~~:to ~~ 
among the several States, which may· be included.1l.ithin appOJ:ti?ned' 

this Union, accorc1ing to their respective numbers, 'whi~h ~~o~~r~.g to 

1 



2 CONSTI'l'U'l'ION OF THE [}:ril1'El> STATES; 

shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free 
persons, including those bound to service for a term of 

, years, and excluding iildi~ns not taxed, three fifths of all 
Actnal cnn- ,_, ' 
meration eve- other persons. The actual enumeratIOn shall be made with-
ry ten years, in three years after the first meeting of the Congress of the 

Limitation 
the ratio 
Representa­
tive., ~c, 

United States, and withIIi every subsequent term of, ten 
years; in such manner as' they shaIi by law direct. The 

~~ number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every 
, thirty thousand, but each State shall have at least one Rep­
, resentative; and, until such emirneratlon shail be made, the 
State of New-Hampshire' shall be entitled to choose three; 
Jlfassctchilseits eight; R7wde.:Island and P1'ovidence planta-

Fitst appor- t' , c' - " fi N IT k " ~~ T fi tionment of IOns 'one; onneci-zCtlt v:e; ew- 01' SIX; JV eW-J ersey our; 
~epresen!a- Pennsylvania eig' ht- Delawa1'e one - Jlfa1:yz land SL'l: - Vi1'U!nia 
tn"es. ~" ' "., ? ,'b 

ten; N01,th-CCl1'olin,afive ;Soutk-Carolinafive; and Ge01'-

giathree. 
Writs of eIec- ~', When vacancies happen in the represe,ntation from allY 
tion fa,: filling State; the Executive Authority thereof shall issiIe writs of 
vacancies. election to fill such vacancies. 

House ~fRep- , 5. The House of Representatives shall choose their Speak-
resentahves to . , ,. , ... . 
choose theil" er and other officers; and shall have the sole power of llll-
Speaker, ~'C_ peachment. ' 

-' SECT. IIi. 

Thwo Sebnutth°rs "n Tlie Senate of the United States shaIibe composed of 
c osen y e .",' , 
Legislature of two Senators from each State,chosen by the LegIslature 
each State for ", " 
i; years; each thereof, for SL'l: years; and each Senator shall have one 
a"vote~' '.' * 
["See Art, 5, vote.' , 
clause I,] 2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in conse-
The Senate ill- quence of the first electidn; they shall be divided as equally 
~~:~ cl~ts~., as'may be into three classes. ' The seats of ihe Senators of 

the, first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the sec-, 
0hne ~ third ,of 1 ond yeat, of the secona. clas~ at the eipiration of tIle foulth ' 
tei:.'!enntona . , , " 
seats vacated year, and of the third 'class at, the expiration of the sixth 
and filled eve- , h . h' d ' b h ; d 
ry two years, 'year, so t at one t 11' may e c, osen every secon year; 

" , " and if vacancies happen by resignation or otherwise, during 
Execuhves of " " , 
Stutes to fill theTecess of the LegIslature of ~ny State, the ,executIve 
ili~~~~:~s :r thereof may make temporary appointments' until the next 
Legisfatures, meeting of' the Legislalure, which shall then fill such Yacan~ 
~c, , , '" " " , 

CIeS. 



CONSTITUTION Of' THE UNITlID' STATES; 3 

3. No person sh~ll be a Benator who shall not have at- ASenatortob:' 
, , I ' .' aged 30 years, 

tained to the age of tbirty years,'and been nrne ,years: a: CIt!- n~e ',years:! 

d ' h . h 11 hIt d Citizen of, the zen of the United States, an w 0 s a not; w ene ec e ; United States, 

1 . b b' ' f h S fi hi' h' h h II b h' and an inhab­)e'an rn a Itant 0 t at tate or,W c e s a e c ,osen. itallt of his 

4. The Vice-President of the United States shall be' Pres- State, when 

ident of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless 'they be ~4~:;''';esident 
II d' 'd d to be Presi-' equa y IV! e • 'dent of the 

5., The Senate shall,choose their other officers, and also Senate;tovot,e 
, ", , . '.. on an equal ili-

a PresIdent pro-tempore, ,rn the absence of the Vice-PresI~, vision only, 

I h h I I 'h ffi f P 'd 'f h Tbe Senate to ( ent, or.w en. , e s ml exerCIse teo ce 0 res I en t ,0 t e choose their 

Unit~d States. '" President pro' 
, tempore, ~c, 

6. The Senate, shall have the sole power to 'try all jm- , ' 
p~achments., When sitting for that, purpose, they, shall be ~~:oi;p~:: 
on oath or affirmation. When the President of the United peachments in 

" ,".. h' II 'd 'd the Senate,~'c. States Is'tned, the ChIef JustIce s a pres I e: an "no per- , 
son shall be convicted without the concurrence of two 
thirds of the,members present. 

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend Erlent' of 

further than to removal from office, and disqualifi.catio~ to ~~r.:e~:. ~ 
hold and enjoy any office 01 honour, trust, or profit under peac~ent. 

, I" Party liable aI-the Umted States; but t Ie party convIcted shall neverthe. so to judg. 

less be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and :~d1~c. a.~~ 
punishment, according toJaw, Jaw, ' 

SEGT. IV. 

1. The times, places, a~d: manner, of holding ,elect~ons for Times, ~c, of 

,Senators and RepresentatIves, shall be prescnbed rn each holding, elec. 

'State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may, at ~~~~sa~J ~e; 
any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, except as ~:;;;J;~~es by 

to the places of choosing Senators. the States or 
" ' 'by Congress. 

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Congress to 

year; and such meeting shall be op the first Monday in De- ~~trb~en fu 
cember, ij.llle,ss tbey shall by law appoint a different day. !irst Monday 

, '. , m December, 
SECT. v. ~c, 

'1. Each House shall be tbe judge of the elections, re-
turns, and qualifications of its .own members; and a majority Each Honse to 

of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a small- jnldgt~ off 0
t
e 

~ ~. e ec Ion 0 1 S 
er number may adjourn from day to day, and may be au- own members, 

thorised to compel the attendanye of absent member~, in Qnorum. ' 

such manner and under such penalties as each llouse.may 
provid~. ' 

-----------------------.-... -.,.~-.~-... -.--



4 CONSTITUTION OF. THE UNITED STATES-

t
Eacld' tHo':lse 2. Each Hous.e' may determine the rules of its proceed-
o e ernune ~ 

its own rules, ings; punish its members for diso.rderly behaviour; and; with 
~'c, th' f hird 1 e concurrence 0 'twot 5, expe a member. I 

. 3. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings; 
J oumals to be d fr' , , bli h ' 
kept by each an, om tIme to tIme, pu s the same, exceptmg such part5 
House' and • h' 'd . th d 
published, ~c, as may m t eIT JU gment, reqmre secrecy: and e yeas an 

, nays of the members of either House, on any question, shall, 
at the desire of one :fifth of those present, be entered on the 
journaL 

, 4. Neith~r House, during the session of ' Congress, shall, 
Adjournment ' • h h 'f' h h d' c th h of both Hous- WIt out t e consent 0 t e ot er, a JOurn lor more an tree 

'eo,' days, nor to any other place than that in which the two 
Houses shall be sitting. 

SECT. VI. 

1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a com-
Senators and , ' C h' , b . d bId 
Representa- pensatlOn lor t 'ell' serVIces, to e ascertame yaw, an 
~:~J, ~~~, be paid out of the ti'easury of, the United' States. They shall 

. . in all cases, except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, 
Pnvileo-ed b "1 d f 'd' h' d" h ' from 0 arrest, e prlVI ege rom arrest, urmg t eIT atten ance at t e ses-
~'C, sion of their respective Houses, and in going to, or returning 

from the same; and for any speech or debate in either 
Hous'e, they shall not be questioned in any other place. 

2. No Senator 'or Representative shall, dill'ing the time 
Concerning , for which he was elected, be ~ppointed to any civil office, 
thflie holdib'ng

s of under the authorit'T of the United States, which shall have 
,0 ces yen- J 

atorsan~Rep- been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been 
resentutlves" d d' 'h" d 'h Id" f mcrease , urmg suct1llle; an no person 0 mg any 0 -

fice under the United States, shall be a member of either 
,House, during his continuance in office. 

SECT. VII. 

Reve~ne bills 1. All bills for raising revenue shall ol'lgmate in the 
to originate in. '. ' 

t the House of House of RepresentatIves; but the Senate may propose or 
Representa- ' • h d h bill . 
tives. ~c. ' concur wIt amen, ments, as on ot er , s. 

, 2. 'Every bill, which shall have passed the House of Rep-

P , f' th resentatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a law, owers 0 e . 
Presid~nt ~q be presented to the President of the United States; If he 
of Congress ill h h 11' . b if "h 'h II ., h the en~cting approve, e s a SIgn It: ut not e s a return It, WIt 
of law. arid hi b" h H . hi h' h II h ' , the fo;~s of S 0 ~ectlOns, to t at, ouse m W c It s a ave ol'lgmat-
Pbrilloc:edthing on ed, who shall enter theobiectionsat large on their J'om'Dal, 

sm atre- J " , 

spect. , and proceed to re-consider it. If, after such re-consideration., 



(WNSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall 
be sent, together with the objections, to the other House, by 

'which it shall like'wise be re-considered; and if approved by 
two thirds of that House, it shall become a law. Brit, in all 
such cases, the votes of both Houses shall be determined by 
yeas and riays; and the names of the persons ~oting for and 
against the bill, shall be entered on the journal of each house 
respectively •. Hany bill shall not be returned by the Presi~ 
dent, within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have 
been presented to hiin,the same shall be a la~, in like man­
ner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress, by their ad­
journment, prevent its return; in which case it shall !lot be 
a law~ 

3. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concur-

5 

rence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be ~oint Re.olu-
, ( - "d- ) h 11 1 hons, except necessary except on a questlOn 01' a ~ournment sa, Je for adjourn-

Presented to the President of the United States; and, before mr;nt'thto .re-
ccnre e same 

the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him; or be- ,".nction as 

ing disapproved by him, shall be re-passed by two thirds of Bill,. 

the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the 
rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill. 

SECT. VIII. 

The Congress shall have power-
1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises; 

h d d 
. ' . Congress ha.e 

to pay t e ebts, an prOVIde for the common defence and power to lay 

general welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts taxes, ~'C' 
<;lnd excises shall be uniform throughout the United States: 

'2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States: To bOITmv 

T ';;',,1 • h £.. . d money. 3; 0 re5 ,,:,ate commerce Wit orelgn natlons, an among To regulate 

the several States, and with the Indian tribes: CommerCe. 

4~ 'To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uni- To establish 

£ 1 h' b- fbI . h h h the rules of . orm aws on t e su ~ect 0 an ITUptcles, t roug out t e naturalization, 

United States : ~c. 

5. To coin money; regulate the value thereof, and of for- To coin mon­

eigri coin; and fix the standard of weights and measures: 'j~ t~~ide for 

6. To provide for the punishment of counte~feiting these- punishi~ 
, . . d . h . d counterfeIters. curliles an current com of t e Umte States: 

7. To establish post offices and post roads: To establish 
postoflices~c. 



6 CONSTITUTlOX OF THE UNITED ·STATES. 

To promote· 8 •. To promote the progress of science and:useful arts, by 
5cience, ~c. . 

securing, for limited times, 10 authors -and· inventors, the ex-
Clusive right· to their respective writings and discoveries: 

:0 ;onsti~te . 9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court: 
inferIOr trlbu- T ·d fin d . h' . d fi I' . .- d h nals; to· de- 0 e e an pums pIraCIeS an e omes commItte on t e 

,_~nhe :'I'd. pun-. hig. h seas and· offences against the law of nations·: 
IS pIraCIes, 

- felonies, q-c. 10." To declare war; grant letters of. marque and repri-
~~r, ~:~~are sal; and make -rules concerning captures on land and wa-

. tel': 
To raise ar-· 11. To raise and support ·armies; but no appropriation 
nues, q-c. of money to that use shall be for a. longer term· than t~o. 

years: . 
To proyide n 12. To provide and J;Daintain anavy: 
Nary-, ~'C' d gul' f To make rules 13. To make rules for the government an re . atIOn 0 . 
for governing the land and naval forces: 
army 4' nay)'. 
Topro.idefor. 14. To provide for calling forth the militia, to executt; 
callmg- forth h I - f h U' -. . . d I . the militia. . t e aws 0 t e mon, suppress msurrectIOns, an repe m-

'vasions: 
. 15. To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the 

~~f:i~~!e[~! militia, and for governing such part of them as may be em­
militia, q-c. ployed in the service of the United States; reserving to the 

States respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the 
authority of training the militia according to the discipline 
prescribed by Congresc; : 

16. To exercise exclusive legislatipn, in all cases whatso­
To ?xeyci;,e ever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as 
exclusn-eJuns- b ". f . I'S d I . f diction o.er n may, y ceSSIOn 0 parucu ar tates, an tIe acceptanc;:e 0 
~~~to~:~ ~~: Congress; become the seat ofthe Governme.nt ofth~. Vn.ited 
c~eding ten States; and ~o . exercise like' authority over. alL places pur­
miles square. chased by the consent· of; the Legislature, of ·th~ St~te in 

which the sa~e shall be, for the erec.ti0l?- o{f~~ts, m.~g~z~es, 
arsenals, dock~yards, andother_ne~d.ful buildings:-and 

To make' all 17 • To make all laws, which shall ~e neces~ary and prop, 
~~wilieec:i!~Z erJor'carrying mto execution thefor:egoing powers, an~ all 
tion of their odier,pow. ers vest~d by· tIlls Constitution in the Government 
powers .. 

of the United'S1:1te5, or in any department oi' officer there-
of. 

SECT. IX. 

Impo:tationof 1. The migration or importation of such persons, as any 
cartam per- f h S .. h II I' k dm' h II .0Ds not to be 0 t e . tates now eXlstmg, sa· t un propel' to a It, sa .. 

. ~---- ----------.----~--.-. 



CONSTITUTION OF THE Ul'o"'ITED STATES; 7 

natbe prohibited by the Congress, prior to the year one ~r~~~t~~8~-' 
thousand eight hundred and eight; but a tax or duty may be [" Se.e Art. 5, 

: ' . . din d 11 :D clause l.} imposed on such importatlOn, not excee g ten 0 aI'S or :. 

each person.* . . ' . '. 
2. The privilege of the writ of ha beascorpus sl;1all not be Writ of· ba-

h · f bill' . beas corpu;; suspended, unless wen, m cases .. o. re e on or mvaSlOn, reoognized, 

the public safety may require it. ~'C' • 

N b'II f . d' f:"1 h 11' b No bills of at-3. 0 1 0 attaIn er,' or ex post acto aw, s a e tainder or e:s: 

P
assed.' post facto 

laws. 
4; No capitation or other dinict tax shall be laid; unles's Direct. taxes 

. '.:" . h . b C . according to 
III proportlOn to the census 01' enumeratlOn erem elore census. . 

directed to be' taken • 
. 5. No tax 6r duty shall be. laid on articles exported from fr~ :~ra;et~: 

any State. No preference shall be givim by any regu' lation ence of °thn" 
. . . State to ano -

of commerce or revenue, to the ports of one State over those er in com-

of another: nor' shall vessels), bound to. or trom one State merce. 

be obliged to enter, clear,or'pay duties in another. 
6. No' mOIley shall be dr~wn from the Treasury, but in ~~;~~e~o ~; 

consequence of appropriations made by law: arid a'regular le~nl. nppro­

statement:and'account of the ·receipts.and expenditures of all prmbon only. 

public 'money shall be published from tinie to time •. 
7. No title of. nobility shall be gran.tedby : the United Notitl~s ofno­

. . "A d . . .. hid" .. , ffi f fi . bility can be States.· n no person, 0 mg. any 0 ce 0 pro tor·trust conferred by 

lHider them, shall, without the' consent Of the Congress, ac- the U. S~attes) . . . nor can 1 :3 OJ.-

cept of any present, emlJlument,o'ffic~, or title,. of· any kind flcers acc~pt 
'whatever; from' any king, prince or foreign State~ . . presents, ~c. 

SECT;' x. 
'-'1. No State shall enter into:anytreaty, alliance, or confed-
eration; .grant'letters of marque 'and. reprisal; cciinmOliey; Powers with­

emit bills of credit; . inakeanJ':thingbutgoid and silver coin ~~~~:~ ind~d. 
a: tender ill payment of debts; pass any bill of att:iinder; .ex ually. 

post facto law, or law:iinpail'mg the obligation. of contracts ; 
or grant any title of nobility. . 
'2.No· state shall, Without the coIisent'of the. Congress, lay. 
any' imposts or. duties on imports or eXp~rts, except what may Powers which 

be absolutely necessar.yfor.executing. its.inspection laws; the S~ates can 
'd h d' 11 d' .. d . . exercise only an tenet pro uce' of a . utles an lIDpoSts, laid by any under the 

S '. . . h ill' C " h f h T .anction of tate on Imports or exports, sa" Je lor t e use 0 t e reas- Congre~s. 

ury of'the United States; and all such laws shall be . subject 
to the revision and control of the Congr"ess. No. State shall, 

( 



GONSTITUTlON OF THE UNlTED STATES. 

without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, 
keep troops, or ships of war, in time of peace, enter Into any 
agreement or compact _ with another _ §,tate, or with a for­
eign power, or engage in war, unless actUally invaded, or in 

- such iIIiinment danger as Will not admit of delay. 

ARTICLE II. 

SECT. I. 

Executive 1. The Executive Power shall be vested in a President of 
k°:'p"res:~~~~ the United States of America. He shall hold h~s office dur­
c')·C. ing the term oHour years, and, together with the Vice-Presi-

dent, chosen for the same term, be elected as follows: 
EIecto~s of 2. Each ·State shall appoint, il! such ma.oner as the Legis-

President and l' h f d' b f El " 1 h Vice Pres i- awe t ereo may !rect, a num er 0 ectors, equa to t e 
nent, c')·c. whole number of Senators and Representatives, to which the 

State may be entitled in the Congress; but no Senator, or 
Representative, or person holding an office of trust 01' profit 
rnider the, United States .shall be _appointed an Elector: 

l'IEI1eetingof [hef 3. The Electors shalf meet in their respective States, and 
ectors < 0 --

President, ~c. vote by ballot for two pers07is, of whom one, at least,:shall not 
be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves. -.!lndthe.y 

Their pro- shall make a list of all the persons voted for, and qfthe number 
ceedings. of votesf07'each; which list they shall sign and cel·tify" and 

transmit sealed to the seat of the Government of the Ul1ited 
States, directed to the Pl'esident of the. Senate. The fresident 

, of the Senate shall, in the presence of the S~nate, and House of 
Representatives, open all' the certificates, and the votes shall then 

. be coui1ted~ The person having the gl'eatest nuniber of votes. shall 

. be the President, ifsuch number be a maj07'ity of the whole num­
bel' of Electol's appointed; and if lh!'-1'e be more than oneinho 
have such maj~rity, and have an equal ri1Lmber of votes, then the 
House of Representatives shall immediately choose by ballot one 
of them for Pl'esident; and if no pel'son have a majority, then, 
from the jive highe'st on the list, the said House shall in like 
manner choose the President. But in choosing the President, 
the votes ihall be taken by States, the I'e presentation froTn each 
State having one vote: a quorum for this pU1pose' shall consist 
of a member or members from two thirds of the States; iLnd a 
maj07'ity of all the States shall be necessary to it choice. In 
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e;.;e'l'!j case, afte1' the choicc' of the P1'esident, the pe1'son having 
the g1'eatest 1t'l.lmber of 7Jotes of the Electm's shall be the Vice­

P1'esidcnt; But 7if, thcn shall .nmCl'in two 01' m01'e, who have . [* ,_ U 1 
. "1"l.lJDU ec. 

equal 'votes, the Senate shall, choose from them, by ballot, the See amend-
,V:' P 'z * ments,Ali. I~.] lCe- rcsn cnt. 

4. The Congress may determine the time of ,choosing Congre.s, may 
1 El d h d h" h h h II . th· determlIle the tIe ectors an t e ay on W IC t ey s a gnre, ell' time of choos. 

votes'lv-hich day shall be the same tru'oughout the United ing~lector,of . ' PresIdent, ~·c. 
States. . , 

5; No person except a natural, born citizen or a citizen The Presid~nt , ., . . to be natural 
of the United States at the time of the adoption of this COli- born,?r a cili-
stitution, shall be eligible to the office of President. Neith-~~d 3':' y!~~.~~ 
'er shall any person be 'eligible to that office, who shall not ;~~dl:Je:nh: 
have attain cd tothe age of thirty-five years, and been four- United States. 
tecn years a resident within the United States. 

6. In case of the removal of the President from .office, or In case ofTa­
of his death, resignation, br' inability to discharge the ~~~C!o;~r!~~ 
pDwers and duties of the said office the same shall devolve dent the Vice 

, ' , President to 
on the VIce-President; and the Congress may, by law, pro- act, ~'C, 
vide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, 
both of the President and Vice-President, declaring what 
officer shall then act as President;' and such officer shall act 
accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a President 
shall be elecfed. ' 

7. The President shall, at stated times, rec;eive for-his ser- . 
, ., h' h h 11 'h b ' d CompensatIOll VIces, a compensatIOn, w IC s a nelt er e mcrease nor of the' PI'OSl' 

diminished, during the period for which he shall have been dent. 
elected; and he shall not receive, within that period, any 
other emolument fi'omthe United States, or any of them. 

8. Before he enter on the execution of his office he shall The Pmident , to take an 
take the following oath or affirmation: oath. 

9. "I do solemnly swear (01' affirm) that I wilUaithfully 
h ffi f 'P 'd f h U' d'S . d Form of the execute teo ce 0 reSI ent 0 t e TIlte tates; an oath. . 

will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend 
the Constitution of the United States." 

SECT. II. 

1. Th~ President shall'be commander in chief of the army The Pre3idelll 
and navy of the United States, and of the militia of the sev- is . COI~m:md. 

h 11 ' " .J or m r;!llefA·c. 
eral States, w en ca ed mto the actual SerVI(;e of tho Umte!'{ . 
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'H~ may.ttre- States. He may require.the opinion. in writing, of the prin-qUlre Wn en . 
op.ini~ns from cipal officer in each of the executive departments, upon any 
prmclpal ex- b' 1 .' h d' f h . - d ecutive oill- su ~ect re atmg to t e utles o' t err respectIve offices; an 
cers. he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, for of~ 
He Can re- •• •. 
prieve ~ par- fences agamst the Urnted States, except m cases of Impeach-
don. ment. 

He. may, in 2. He shall have power, by and with' the advice and con-
_ ~~~Ju~!io;en: sent of the Senate, to ma~e treaties, provided two thirds of 

ate, . make the Senators present concur: and he shall nominate, and by 
treaties, ap'" . ~ ..' . 
point Ambas- and WIth the adYIceand consent of the Senate, shall appomt 
sadors, ~c. Amhassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of 

the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United 
States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise pro­

:e~~gre~:~a~~ vided for, and which shall be established by law. But the, 
?ppointments. Congress may, by law, yest the appointment of such infe-
In the PreSI- . '. 
dent al.one or rior officers, as they shall think proper, in the PreSIdent 
otherwIse. 1 . h ~ 1 . h h d f d a one, m t e courts 01 aW,'or In t e ea s 0 epartments. 
The President 3. The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies 
may fin vacan- h h' d' h f h S b cies during the t at may appen, urmg t e recesso t e enat~, y grant-
rsecess of the ing commissions, which shall expire at the end of their next 

en ate. • 
seSSIOn •. , 

~ SEC,. III. 

'1. He shall, from time to time, give to the Congress in-
President to' '. . ' 
inform Con- formatIOn of the state of the Urnon; and recommend to 
!!Te·s and re- h' . . . d' h h h 11 . d ~o~mend ,t err conSI eratIOn suc measures as e s a JU ge neces-
meas~res; may sary and expedient. ' '. 
convene and 
adjourn 'Con- He. may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Hous-
f:i';;'~C~::"i~~~~' es, or either of them, and in case of disagreement between 
re:~ive _ Am~ them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may ad-
ba>~ador>, ~c. _., 
shan see the journ them to such time as he shall think proper. He shall 
iawsexecuted; . A b d d h bl' .. H h 11 and commis- receIve m assa ors an ot er pu IC mmisters. . e s a 
sian all officers l' . h h 1 b c:. hf~-11 d d h II of the United ta.(e· care t at t e aws e 1art ill y execute ; an s a 
States. commission all the officers of the United States. 

SECT. IV. 

President, ~c. 1. The President, Vice-President and all civil officers of 
removable on the United States shall be removed from office on impeach-
impeachment ., , 
and ~omic- ment for, and cOllviction of, treason, lJribery, or other high 
tion. crimes and misdemeanors. 
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ARTICLE III. 

SECT. I. 

, 1. The Judicial power of the United States shall be vest-
, , • , Judicia! power 

, cd in one Supreme Court, and III such Infenor Courts as l'cs.ted in a Su-

h f " d ' d' bl' h preme Court t e Congress may rom time to tIme or am an esta IS • ~c. • 

The Judges, both of the Supreme and Inferior Courts, shall 
hold their offices during good behavior? and shall, at stat- . 
d ' '!'" . 'h' h Judge. to hold e times, receIve lor theIr servIces, a compensatIOn, w IC their ofiices 

shall not be diminished during their c~nti~uance pi office. ~~~~or. ~~~,d 
SECT. II. 

1. The Judicial Power' shall extend to all cases, in law . , 
. d ' , , d 'h' C ," h I' f h Extent of the an eqUity, arISing un er t IS onstitutIOn, t e, aws 0 t e Judici!!1 pow-

United States, and treaties made, or which shall be niade, cr, 

under their authority; to all cases affecting Ambassadors, 
other public Ministers, and Consuls; to all cases of aclrniral-
ty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the 
United States shall be a party; to controversies between hvo 

,I, [* See a re .. 
or, more States, between a State and citizens of another State, striction of 

between citizens of different States, between citizens of the Z:e~d::~~~' 
Bame State, claiming lands under grants of different States, Article 11.] 

and between a State, or citizens thereof, and foreign States, .. 
citizens or subjects.* 

2. In all cases, affec.ting Ambassadors, other public Min-
isters, and Consuls, and those in which a,State 'shall be a Origillnal

t 
,,;nd. 

" . appe a e JurIs-
party, the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. diction of the 

" Supreme 
In all the other cases before mentIoned, the Supreme Court Court. 

shall have appellate jurisdictio~, both as to law and fact, 
with'such exceptions, and under such regulations, al:j, the 
Congress shall make. .. 

3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, 
, shall be by jury: and such trial shall be held in the State Tria!ofcr!mes 

h h 'd' Ii 11 h . b '.1 b h' to be hy Jury. 

1 _____ _ 

were t e sal cl'lmess'a ave een commltteu; ut w en ~c, 
not committed within any State, the trial shall be at such 
place orplaces; as the Congress may by law have directed. 

SECT. III. 

1. Treason agairlst the United States shall consist only in 
levying war against tliem, or in adhering to their enemies, Definition of 

treason. 
giv-ing them aid and comfort.' No person shall be convict- ' 
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Two witnes,es ed of treason unless on the testimony- of two witnesses to 
necessary to 
conviction. the same overt act, or on confession in open court. 

C 
,2. Th~ Congress shall have power to declare the lJUuish-

ongress to 
declare the ment of treason; but no attainder of treason shall work cor-
punishment of .. fbi d C C' d' h I'C treason. ruptlOn 0 00, or 10rwItlj.re, except urmg t e he of the 
, person attainted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SECT. I. 

C:redit . to be Full faith and credit shall be given, in each State, to ,the 
gl.en 1D one bl' d d ' d' , I d' f h State to the pu IC acts, recor s, an JU ICla -procee mgs 0 every ot er 
~:::~~[ano~~:': State. And the Congress may, by general laws, prescribe 

the manner in which such acts, records, and proceedings shall 
be proved, and the effect thereof. 

SECT. II. 

Rcciprocity of 1. The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privJ 
cbritizenhshiptth ileges and immunities of citizens in the several States. 
t aug au e 
States. 2. A person charg.ed in any State with treason, felony, 

C
• • 1 fl or other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in' 

rmllna s ec- l 

ing from one another State, shall, on demand of the Executive Authority 
State to anoth- '1' d b 
er, to be de- of the State from whIch he flee, be dehvere up, to e re-
~:::~d.uP on moved to the State, havirig jurisdiction of the crime. 

, 3. No person, held to service or labor in one State; under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shal~, in c.onsequence 

Runaway f I I' h ' b d' h d f I slaves, ·~c. to 0 any awor regu atlOn t erem, e ISC arKe . rom suc I 
be delive~ed service or labor' but shall be delivered up on claim of the 
up. ' 

party to whom such, service or la~or may be due: 
SECT. III. 

_ 1. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
New States _. , , 
may be admit- Umon; hut 110 new State shall be formed or erected WIthm 
ted into the h' , . di' f h S S b C Union, ~c. t e JurIS clion 0 any ot er tate-nor any tate e lorm-

ed by the junction of two or more States, or parts of States 
-without the consent of the Legislatures of the States 
concerned, as well as of the Congress. . 

Congress to 2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and 
have power . I ul d I' , 'h" 
mcr territory, make all needfu r es an regu alions respectmg t e terrI-
.\i'C.. tory or other property belonging to the United States, and 
Claims of the nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to preju-
States "l'C, not " , '_,. ' " . 
to be preju- dIce any clauns of the UnIted States, or of any partIcular 
Jicea. 

States. 
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SECT. IV. 

1. The· United States shall guarantee to every State in . 
• .. RepubhcBfl 

thIs Union a republican form of government; and shall pro- form of go.-

teet each of them against invasion, and on application of the :~:~n:o ~~~~ 
Legislature, or of the Executive .(when the Legislature can- Slate, ~·C. 

not be convened,) against domestic violence.' 

ARTICLE V. 
1. The Congress, whenever t\VO thirds of both Houses 

shall ~ee~ it nece~sary, ~hal~ pr?pose. amendme.nts to this ~;~~din;~hi;­
ConstItutIOn, or, on the apphcatIOn of the LegIslatures'of Constitntion. 

two thirdS" oftlie several States, shall call a Convention for 
proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid 
to all intents and pUrposes, as part of this Constitution, when 
ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of. the several 
States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one 
or the other mode.of ratification may lJe proposed by the ["C . . oncernmg 
Congress: provided, that no amendment, which may be made "t?e import=,-

• ..' tlOn of certalll 
prIOr to the year one thousand eIght hundred and eIght, persons ancl 

shall in any manner affect the first* and fourth clauses in direct taxes.] 

the ninth section of the first article; and that no State, with- [t S~e ante, 

out its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the ~~~s:·I1ec. 3. 

Senate·t 

ARTICLE VI. 

1. All debts contracted, and engagements entered into~ Assumption of 

before the adoption of this Constitution shall be as valid debts incntTed 
. ' nnder the con-

against the United States, under this Constitution, as under federation. 

the confederation. 
2. This Constitution, and the Jaws of the United States T~is Constitu-

• which shall be ~ade in pursuance thereof, and ~l treaties g~:~:;~,t5":J 
made, or which shall be made, under the authontyof the Treaties, the 

. h d d h Supreme Law Umted s.tates, shall be the supreme law of t elan : an t e L~C. ' 

Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any thing in j:de<re~t~~und 
the Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary not- ther~by. 
withstanding. 

3. The" Senators' and Representatives before mentioned, Senators, Rep­

and the members of the several State Legislatures and all resentatives. 
, ~c. bound by 

Executive and Judicial officers, both of the United States oa(~ or affir: 

1 1 Iii 
matlOn to snp-

and of the severa) States, shall be bouuc, by oath or a U'-
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p~rt ~i5- Con- mation, to suppor't this Constitutipn; but no religious test 
stltutlOn. 
No religious shall ever be required as a qualification to any office 
test required. 'd h U' d or public trust un er t . e TIlte States. 

ARTICLE VII. 
" Ratification of The ratification of the Conventions of nine States shall be 
~:~en~t~~~ sufficient for the establishment of this Constitution between 

the States so ratifying the same .. 

Done in' Convention, by the tmanimous consent of the States 
present, the seventeenth day of September, in the year 'of-ow' 
Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of .f1menca, the 
twelfth. In witness whereof, we, have hereunto subscribed 

OlW names. 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, pj'esident) 

and Deputy from Virginia. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE, 

MASSACHUSETTS, 

CONNECTICUT, 

NEW-YORK, 

}.Il;W -JERSEY, 

PENNSYLVANIA, 

DELAWARE, 

S JOHN LANGDON, 

{NICHOLAS GILMAN. 

S NATHANIEL' GORHMI, 

{;RuFUS KING. 
S WILLIAM SAMUEL JOHNSON, 

{ROGER SHERMAN. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

{

WILLlA.]r LIVINGSTON, 

DAVID BREARLEY, 

WILL1A¥ PATTERSON, 

JONATHAN DAYTON. 

'{BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 
THOMAS MIFFLIN, 

ROBERT MO~RlS, 
GEORGE CL Yll1ER, 

THOMAS FITZSIl\10NS, 

lJARED INGERSOL, 

JAMES WILSON, 

. GOUVERNEUR MORRIS. 

~
.GEORGE READ, 

GUNNING BEDFDRD, JUN'R. 

JOHN DICKINSON, 

I RICHARD BASSET, 
lJACOB BROm.I. . . 

'-------------- -----------~---



MARYLAND, 

VIRGINIA, 

RESOLVE OF THE COl'."'VENTION. 

~ 
JAMES M'HE~iW, 
DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER,' 
DANIE;L CARROL •. 

5 JOHN BLAIR, ' 
t JAMES MADISON, JUN •. 

, ,.: "~WILLIAM BLOUNT, 
NORTH CAROLINA, RICHARD DOBBS SPAIGHT, 

" . , HUGH WILLIAMSON. 

. {JOHN RUTLEDGE, ' 
SOUTH-CAROLINA. .CHA.RLES CO. TESWORTH PINCKNEY, 

.' . , . CHARLES PINCKNEY, 
, ' , PIERCE .BUTLER. ' . , 

GEORGIA, 

- J1ttest, 

5 WiLLIAM, FEW, , r ABRAHAM BALDWIN. 

, ' 

WILLIAM JACKSON, S~c"etm'Y' 

-'--00--

IN CONVENTION, J1foJday, Sept. 17, 1787. . . r 
PRESENT, 

The States of New-Hampshi1'e, J1'Iassachusetts, Connectiwt, 
MR. H,,\MILTON, from New-York, New-Je"sey, Pennsylva­
nia, Dela10are, J1faryland, Vi1-ginia, North-Ca1'Olina, South 
Caroliiw ~ndGeorgia: . 

15 

1. RESOLVED, That the preceding constitution be laid be- Constitution, I 

fore the United States in Congress assembled, and that it is to be laid be. 

h .. f h' . h' h d d b fore Copgress, t e OpllIOn 0 t IS COnventIOn, t at It s ouJ afterwar s e q·c. 
submitted to a Con:vention of Delegates, chosen in each 
State by the people thereof,underthe recommendation of its 
Legislature, for their assent and ratification; and that each 
convention assenting to and ratifying the'same, should give 
notic~ thereof to the United States, in Congress assembled. 

2. RESOLVED, That it. is the opinion of this Convention, 
th:;tt as soon as the Conventions, of nine States shall have ~~n~r~s: f~~ 
ratified thi~ Constitution, the United States' in Congress as- appoint1g J 

sembled should fix' a day on which Electors should be ap- ~;~~~d~~t, q.~: 
pointed by the States which shall have ratified the same, 
and a day on which the Electo;s should assemble to vole 
for the President, and the time and place for commencing 

\ -
\ 
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proceedings under-this Constitution: That after such pub­
lication,the Electors should be appointed, and the Senators 
and Representatives,eleded: That the Electors should meet 
on'the day fixed·for theelectioiiof the President, and should 
transmit their votes, certified, signed, sealed and directed as 
the, Constitution requires, to the Secretary of, the United 
States in Congr.ess assembled: That the Senators and Rep­
resentatives should 'convene at: the time and place assigried: 

Mod .. recom- That the Senators, should appoint a President of the Senate, 
mended for fi hI" f -, " d 'h carrying the or t e so e purpose 0 recelVmg, openmg, an countmg t e 
?n~~S!~~~~~n votes f<;>1' President": arid that 'a.fterhe shall be chosen, the 

Congress, together with the President, should without delay 
proce~d to execute this Constitution, 

By the unanimous order of the Convention, 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, P1'esidenl. 

WILLIAM JACI>:SON, Secretary. 

--'00--

IN CONVENTION" Sept. 17,1787. 
Si:", 

1. WE have now the honor to submit to the consideration 
ofthe United States in Congress assembled, that Constitution 

Lettedrom which has appeared to us the most- advisable. 
~:f°!1~~:!~d' 2. The friends of our country have long seen and desired, 
~le ' Constitu- that the power of making war, peace and treaties, that of le-
tton, to the, - d' gul" 'd h President of vymg money an re atmg commerce,an t e correspon-
Congress"dent Executive and Judicial Authorities; shquld be fully and 

effectually vest~d in the General Government of the Union; 
but the impropriety of-delegating such extensive trusts to 
one body of men is evident-Hence results the necessity of 
a different organization; 

3. It is obviously impracticable ill the federal government 
of these States, to secure all rights of independent sovereign­
ty to each, and yet provide for the interest and s~fety of all. 
-Individuals entering into society, must give up a share of 
liberty to preserve the rest. The magnitude of the sacrifice 
must depend as well on situation and circumstance, as on the 
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to be obtained. It is at all times difficult to draw with 
precision, the line between those rights which must be sur­
rendered, and thos·e which may be reserved; and on the 
present occasion, this difficulty-was increased by a differeirce 
among the several States as to their situation, extent, habits, 
and particular interests. 

4. In all our deliberations on this subject, we kept steadi­
ly in our view, that which appears to, us the greatest in­
terest of every true American, the consolidation of our 
Union, in which is involved our prosperity, felicity, safety, 
perhaps our national existence.: This important considera­
tion, seriously and de~ply impressed on our minds, led each 
State in the Convention to be less rigid on points of'inferior 
magnitude than migh~ have been ~therwise expected:. ~nd 
thus the Constitution, which we now present, is the result of 
a spirit of amity, and of that mutual deference and concession 
which the peculiarity of/our po}itical situation rendered in-
dispensable. <.. 

5. That it will meet the full and entire approbation of every 
State, is not perhaps to be expected; but each will doubtless 
consider, that had her interests been alone consulted, the 
consequences might have been particularly disagt'~eable or 
injurious to others; that it is liable to as few exceptions .as 
could reasonably have been expected, we hope and believe; 
that it may promote the lasting welfare of that COlni~y so 
dear to us all, and secure her freeqom and happiness, is our 
;most ardent wish. 

With great respect we have the honor to be, Sir, your Ex-
cellency'S most obedient, and humble servants. . 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, President. 

By the unanimous 01'der of the Con1)ention. 

IDS EXCELLENCY THE ~ 
l'RESIDENT OF CONGRESS.) 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. - ' ' 

,--::0::--

Amendments [The Conventi~ns of a number of States having, at the time of their adopting the 
to the Consti- ,Constitution, etpressed a desire, hi order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of 
tution. its powers, that further !1eclaratory and restrictive clauses should be add/d, Con.-

gress, at the Session begun and held at the City of N ew York, on Wednesday, the 
4th of l'tJarch, 1769, proposed to the Legislatures of the several S!tes, twelve 
anlendments, ten of "hich only were adopted, They are the ten first 'following,] 

, . 
'ARTICLE I. 

Congress pro- 'Congress shall make no law respecting an 'establishment of 
hibited from 1" h'b" h fr 'h' . f ' b 'd interfering re IglOn, or pro I Itmg,t e ee exerCIse t ereo,; or a n g~ 

w~tthh rfreligId'on, ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; ,or the right ofthe 
Wl ee om. , . 
of speech, of people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the govern-
the press, and C dr f' . 
the riaht of 'ment lor a re ess 0 grIevances. 

, 0 

petItion, 

Right 'of the 
people to keep 

, and bear 
arms, q'C, 

ARTICLE ll~' 

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of 
a free State; the righ~ of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed. 

ARTICLE III. 

No soldier to No soldier shall, intinle of peace, be quartered in any 
f: an~a~~e~:c~ house without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, 
during peace, but in a manner to be prescribed ,by law. 
without con- , 
sent, ~c, ARTICLE IV. 

... The" right of the people to be secure in their persons 
No search· . , ' 
wan'llnt to is- hc;mses, papers, and effects, agamst unreasonable searches and 
~~~b:~~:Pt on .seizures, shall not be "violated'; and no. warrants shall issue, 
c~use, OMh, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
~ c, and, paiticularly describing the place to be searched, and 

the persons or things to be seized. 
ARTICLE v. 

No person to " No person shall be held to. answer for a .capital or other­
be held to an- wise infamous crime unless on a presentment or indictment 
5wer for a _ " 
crime, unless of a grana jury, except in· cases arising in the land or naval 
on present- 'il' , h' 1 ' " f 
ment, ~c. ex- forces,' or m the m Itm, w en m actua serVIce, m tlIDe 0 

~J : ~:Val war or imblic danger; nor shall any person be subject, for 
forces, nor to the same offence to be twice put in J' eop' al'dy of life or limb, , 
answer for the ' . , ' 
sa';'le offence nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case to be,a witness 
twice, q'c, 'h' If b d ' d f lif l'b agamst IIDse ,nor to e eprIve 0 e, 1 erty or prop-
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due process-b~ law; nor shall private property 
for public use without just compensation. 

ARTICLE VI. 

19 

In all crimn{al prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the Assurauce of 
, . . .... . ,"," . ...,.. speedy and 

nght to a speedy and pubhc tnal, by an ImpartmlJury of publictl'ial ~y 
the State and district wherein the crlliie shall have been com- ~%in~cpro~ 
mitted, which distriCt shall have been previously ascertained ecutions, 

bylaw, and to be informed of the. nature and cause of the 
accysation; to be confronted with the witnesses against hiLi; 
to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses.in his fa.-
vour; and to have the, assistan:ce of counsel for his.defence. 

ARTICLE VII • 

. In suits at common law, where the value in.controversy Ri~ht o.f t~al 

h 11 d d 11 h ' h f '1 b' h II by Jury ill SUlts S a excee twenty 0 aI's, t e.l;lg to tria y Jury, s a at common' 

b . d d f:' , db· " . hall b . h " law above the e preserve ,an no act trle y;a Jury, s eot erWlSe val~e of2o dol-

re-examined, in any Court of the United~States, than accord- laTO, ~c. 
ing to the rules of the common la-w. 

ARTICLE VIII •. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

ARTICLE IX. ,. 

fines Exces~ive bail, 
. and unjust and 

cruel punish­
ments prohib­
ited. 

The enumeration.ill the Constitution of certain rights, shall Righttes
d 

enu-., _ mem 1 not 
.not be construed to deny or disparage oihers retained by the to. disp~rage 

1 
those retarned. 

peop e. ' 
.lltTICLE x. 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Powers not 
'C ' , hib' db' h'S d delegated, ~c:_ onstltut!on, nor. pro Ite y It to t e tates, are reserve are reserved to 

to the St~tes resp.ectively ;1' to the people.' ·the States or 
. , ~~ 

ARTICLE XI. 

The judicial power of the United States shall not be Res~~ction of 

d d L ' , 1 ' . JudiCIal pow-
construe. to. exten LO any sUlt ill awol' eqmty, commen- ers, [See ante, 

ced or prosecuted against one of the United States by citi- ~~~s3~ l:ec
. 2-

zens of another State, or by citizens or subjects of any for-
eign State. 

AR.TICL~ XII.* [-" See ante, 
- ~L~~ 

1. The electors shall meet in their respective States, and clause 3.] 

b ball r P 'd d V: P 'd . AClual marie vote, y ot, lor resl ent an Ice resl ent, .one. of of electing tIle 

whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same State ~~~~i~~':~id":n~ 
with themselves; they shall name, in their ballots, the per- of ,the United. 

States, 
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son voted for as President, and, in distinct ballots, the per­
son voted for as Vic,e President; and they shall make dis­
tinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of 
all persons voted for as Vice President! and the illumber of 
votes for each; which lists they shall sign and certify~ 

and transmit, sealed, to the seat of the Government of the 
United States, directed to the President of the Senate; 
the President of the Sen~te shall, in presence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and 
th~ votes shall then he c<;mnted: the person having the great­
est n~ber of votes for President, shall be the President, if 
such number be a majority ofthe whole number of electors 
'appointed; and if no person have such majority, then, from, 
the persotts' having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, 
on the list of. those vot~p"lfor as President,the House of 
Representatives shall choose, immediately, by ballot, the 
President. But, in choosing the President, the votes shall be 
taken by States, the representatio~ from each State having 
one vote;' a quorum for this purpose shall consIst of a member 
or members, from two thirds of the States, and a majority of 
all the States shall be necessary to a' choice. And if the 
House· of Representatives shall not choose a President, 
whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, be­
fore the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice 
President shall act as President, as in the case of the death, 
or other constitutional disability of the President. 

2. The person having the greatest number of votes as 
Vice President, shall be the Vice President, if such number 
be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; 
and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest . 
. numbers on 'the list, the Senate shall choose 'the Vice Presi­
d~nt : a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds of 
the whole number of Senators, and a majority: of the whole 
number shall be necessary to a choice. 

3. But no person' constitutionally ineligible to the office 
of President, shall be eligible to the office of Vice President 
of the United States. 

[NOTE. The eleventh article of the Amendments to the Constitution, 'lVas pro­
posed at the second session of the third Congress; and the twelfth article, at tlie 
.first session of the eighth Congre,., 
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