
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



,OF THE, 

STATE OF MAINE, 

y.\\SSED ~y THE LEGlSL.IlT\Jl\E~ 

,,~T THEIR SESSIONS, 

Published agreeably to a Resolve of June £8, le£O. 

PO R 'PL.!lND : 

J'RIN'I'ED BY THOMAS 'rODD ~,/; CO. PRINTERS TO 'l'HE STA'l'E, 

1821. 



KENNEBEC LODGE.-PORTSMOUTH BRIDGE. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

AN ACT to incorporate the Master, 'V-ardens and Members of 
Kennebec Lodge. 

, SECT. 1. BE it enacted by tlte Senate and House of 
Representatives in Legislatur'e assembled, That Ebenezer T. Persons incor. 
Warren, Jesse Robinson, Gideon Farrell, Ezeh:iel Goodale, poroted. 
Samuel G. Ladd, Amos NOUl'se, Ebel1ezer 'White, Ariel 
Mann, Moses Whittier, Beriah ManD, Calvin Spa\dding, 
Samuel K. Gilman, John P. Flagg, Samuel Nelson, lVilliam 
C. Wilde, Andrew Masters, Isaac Gage, Moses Palmer, Fran-
cis Day, Francis NOI'l'is, John D. Lord, Joshua O'Le Fevre, 
and theil' associates and successors, be, and they hereby are 
incorporated into a body pontic, by the name of the Master, 
Wardens and Members of Kennebec Lodge; with power to 
sue and be sued; to have a common seal, and to change the 
same; to make any bye-laws for the management of their 
affairs, not repugnant to the laws of this State, nor to ancient 
masonic usages; to take and hold, for charitable and benev- nfny hold 10,000 

olent uses, any real estate to the value of ten thousand dollars, dollars real, 
and any personal estate to the value ofthil·ty thousand dollars; And 80,000 dol­
and to give and grant, or bargain, and sell the same: and ~~~t.;.er,onal 
with all the privileges usually gl'anted to other Societies, 
hlstituted for pUl'poses of charity and beneficence. 

SECT. 2. Be it jul·tlter enacted, That the first meeting First meeting. 
of said corporation shall be holden at such time and place, 
and be notified in such manner as the majority of the persons 
herein nah'led may direct. . 

SECT. 3. Be it jurt??er enacted, That the powers granted Act may be aI­

by this Act, may be erilarged, restrained. or repealed, at the ~~:ed or repeal­
pleasure of the Legislature. 

[TMs .!let passed January 19, 1821.] 

-.-
CHAPTER XIX. 

AN ACT to incol'po\'ate the Proprietors of Portsmouth Bridge. 

WHEREAS the State of New-Hampshire, by an Act Ofl.'reaatble, 
the Legislature of the same, passed on the twenty-eighth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen, entitled" An Act to incorporate the Proprietors 
ofPol'tsmouth Bridge," did make and constitute Jeremiah Ma­
son,Edward Cutts, and others, their associates, a body poUtic 
and corporate for the pllrpose of building a bridge over the 
Piscataqua river; And, whereas the Commonwealth ofMassa~ 
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chusetts, by an Act of the Legislature of the same, passed on 
the twenty-fifth day ofFebrnary, ill the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty, did make and constitute 
Samuel Leighton, Isaac Lyman, Mark Dennett, and others 
their associates, a body politic, and corporate, by the name of 
the Proprietors of Portsmouth Bridg'e; and whereas the 
management of tbe concel'l1s of two corporations, in carrying 
the said object into ellect, will be attend ed with inconven­
ience and difficulty; and whereas the corporation created by I' 
the said Act of Massachusetts have provisionally voted not to 
accept the same: therefore, 

SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in Legislature ass~mbled, That Jeremiah 

Pmons Inool'· lHasoll, Edward Cutts, John Langclon, Nathaniel A. Haven, 
pOl'llteu, James SheaCe, John F. Panot, Thomas Haven, William 

Rice and H!'nry Ladd, with their associates named in the act 
aforesaid oftbe State ofNew-Humpsbire, by the name of the 
proprietors of Portsmouth Bridge, and Samuel Leighton, 
Isaac Lyman and Mark Dennett and others named in the 
Act afOl:esaid of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
their associates, who are 01' shall become proprietors in said 
Bridge, so long as they shall continue proprietors thereof, 
shall be a body politic and corporate for the purpose afore­
said, by the name of the proprietors of Portsmouth Bridge; 

may hold real with power to plll'chase and hold such estate as may be 
:~t~I~~ '~~~:~~"~~ necessary to carry illto eRect the object of said corporation; 
the corporation. a nel with the powel' to mal{e and establish all such rules and 

bye laws as may be deet'ned necessary, for tile regulation and 
government of said corporation; and with all the othcr 
po wei's and privileges, and subject to all the liabilities, inci­
dent to corporations of a sirl)iJar nature, provided the said 
rules and bye-laws be not repugnant to thc laws of this State; 

AuthoriwI to SECT. 2. Be it jitrtlier enacted, 'rhat the said proprietOl's 
uuilJ a bridge. l' P lB' d b I I . d 1 o ortsmou( 1 l'l ge, e ane lel'eby arc pernlltte anc 

empowered to erect a Bridge m'er Piscataqua River, between 
the towns of Kittery 01' Elliot, in this State, and Portsmouth 
iu the State of New-Hampshire, and that the right of build­
ing' and mailltaining a Bridge across said river, between the 
towns aforesaid, is hereby fully granted to said corporation, 

lll'idge 10 haye SECT. 3. Be it further enacted, That a draw 01' hoist in 
a draw 10 "dnli! said BridP'e shall be constructed over the channel of said vessels to pus:;, ~ , 

rivel', of sl1tEcient width for vessels to pass and repass freely, 
And two!,le",!o and that two g"ood allel sufiicient pier,; be made, the one to be 
whieh \''''5,,1, I d bib' d I I b I I b' I d ma)' be made p ace a oye t le l'l ge, t le ot leI' e ow t le rIc ge, an so 
la,'. connected with the bridg'e as to make it convenient fOl' vessfls 

to make far,t to, and mOOI', until wind ancl tide will admit of 
such vessel, so made Cast, to pass thl'Ough the draw free of 
expeu5e; anel the said proprietors slw,li cause the same to be 
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hoisted 01; opened without delay for the accommodation of all 
such vessels as may have occasion to pass through the same, 
and for which the hoisting or opening said draw may be 
necessary; and the said Bt'idge shaH be so constructed that Andanaddition­

open boats and gondolas shall be enabled to pass uudel' said f~r P~~~~lgelJ~:~[, 
Bridge, at least in one place exclusive of the draw; which &c. 

passage shall/be of sufficient height and width for said boats 
and gondolas to pass and repass with safety, and with as 
little ohstruction as possible at all times of tide : And for the And ttl he li~ht-

~ Ii t f th I' f tl" h' b '1' ed in til(' night • -sa e yo elVes 0 lO~e w 0 ale or may e concelnec 111 by foudamps. 

thehoat navigation, of said river, the said Bridge shall be 
provided with at least fonr lamps, which shall be well supplied 
with oil, and be constantly lighted cllll'ing the night time. 

SECT, 4. Be it jUl'the?' enacted, That for the purpose of Toll granted. 

reimhursing' said proprietOl's, a toll, be, and hereby is gTallted 
and established for the sole benefit of the said proprietors, 
according to the following' rates, to wit: for each foot pas- Rates of the toll 

sellger three cents; for each pel'son and horse, ten cents; for 
each chaise, sleigh or othel' carriage of' pleasure dl'awll hy olle 
horse, thirty cents; f01' each coach, chariot, sleigh, phaet011 01' 

other pleasure carriage drawn by two horses, sixty five cents; 
for each coach, sleigh, 01' othel' pleasure carriage drawn oy 
foUl' horses, seventy-five cents; for each sled, sleigh, cart, 01' 

other carriage of burthen cll'awl1 hy one horse, ten cents; for 
each cUl't, waggon, sled 01' sleigh drawn hy two horses or oxen, 
twenty cents; and each additional beast, five cents; for neat 
cattle or liOl'ses, exclusive of'those rode upon 01' in teams· or 
ca1'l'iages, ten cents each; for sheep and swine, two ceuts each, 
and to each team one person and no more shall be allowed to 
pass free of toll. And at all times when the toll gatherer shall 

d I · d I h 11 b 1 f 1 1 II When the toU 110t attell US uty, t 1e gate 3 a e e t open; ane t Je to goth,'"er is ab-

shall commence, on the day of opening the bridge for passen- t~n[~};~p~~.te to 
gel's, and shall continue for the benefit of the corporation 
forever: Pl'ovided, That iuno case, eithe[' by virtue of this 
act, or any conCllrrent or other. act, tOI' the pl1l'poses herein 
mentioned, which is 01' may be enacted by the Legislatlll'c of 
New-Hampshil'e shall the I'ates of toll, demanded and received 
for one passage over said Bridge, exceed' the rates above 
established: Provided also, That after the term 01' twentv R r I 

•• J ~ow~v 
years, the rates of toll estabhshed by thIS act shall be subject lJe altered aftel' 

b 1 d b I d h . Ii . d h II twenty year •. to e a tere yaw, an t e propl'Ietors a oresal s a el'ect, 
and at all times keep, at the place where the toll is collected, 
exposed to view a sign 0[' board, with the rates of toll fairly 
and legibly w\'itten thereon. And the said corporation may 
(if they think propel') commute the rate of toll with any person 
01' persons, or with any Corporatiou, by taking- of him or them 
a certain Sllm annually, which may be mutually agreed 011, 

instead of the toll aforesaid. 
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First meeting SECT. 5. Be it further enacted, That a meeting vf the 
aPIJointed. Proprietors of Portsmouth Bridge aforesaid, shaH be holden 

in Portsmouth, at the office of the Fij'e and Marine Insurance' 
Company, on Monday the twenty ninth day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty one, 
at eleven o'clock in the forenoon of said day: pj'ovided, 

Notice to be Notice of such meeting shall be given, by posting up a notifi­
given. cation at the house of AlexandEr Rice, Esq. in the town of 

Kittery, and at two public places in the town of Portsmouth, 
at least three days prior to the day of said meeting, signed by 
either of the pel'sons named as incorporated under this act; 
and also by publishing this Act in the Portsmouth Ol'acle, on 
the Saturday previous to said meeting, And the proprietors 
by a vote of the majority of those present, shall choose a clerI{, 
and at the same, or any subsequent meeting, may elect such 
officers as may be deemed necessary, for carrying into execu­
tion the object aforesaid. 

SECT. 6. Be -it further enacted, That unless said Bridge 
Eight year< .1- 1 II b d d fi . I d . h' If' h' lowe,l for.llUild- SlUe erecte an lllS Ie WIt 111 tIe tel'm 0 elg t years, 
ing the brIdge. then this grant shall be void. 

, SECT, 7, Be it fm'thej' enacted, That after the said toll 
Oorporat.ion to shall commence the said IJroprietors or corporation shall pay pay A. RIce 4000 ., , 
dollars for the to Alexander Rice, Esq. his heirs, executors, or administra-loss of the felTY., • • 

tors, the sum of FoUl' Thousand Dollars, together With mtel'est 
after one year on the same, from the commencement of said 
toll, which said sum and interest, shall be paid out of the first 
proceeds of the Bridge, by the toll collected thereon. And 
the payment of the same, shall be in full consideration of the 
injury which may be sustained by the said Rice, by the loss of 

. the income of the ferry from Kittery to Portsmouth, which 
ferry is not to be used as a public ferry, after the Bridge 
becomes passable, and while it continues so. And if said sum 
or interest thereon, shall not be paid within one month from 
the time it shall become due as aforesaid, and shall have been 
demanded, then the said Rice, or his legal representatives, 
may have his action of debt or other action at law, for the 
recovery thereof. And the eorporate property, rights and 
franchises of said Corporation may be attached, on theorigi­
llal writ, and taken and sold on execution, for satisfying the 
judgment recovered with the costs of levying the said 
Execution, and the expenses of sale, in the same \yay and 
manner as is now pl'Ovided by law for the sale of personal 
property taken on execution; excepting, that ten days previous 
notice, of such sale shall be given, in some public newspaper 
published in the town of Portsmouth afol'esaid, in addition to 

The fii·ry.to r~- the notice now requi)'ed by law: Provided ltOwevej', That 
vert 10 Rlce 10 I } 'd B' d I II 1 I <ase Ibe.lmuge W len ever t Ie sal 1'1 ge s 13 cease to be passab e, t Ie 
~~1~.mesImp.ss- privilege of the feITY sllall revert to the snid Rice, his heir;; 01' 



MAINE CONGREGATIONAL CHARITABLE SOCIETY, 

assigns as fully, and in the same manner as if the said Bridge 
had never been erected: P?'ovided also, That nothing con­
tained ill this act, shall be construed to pI'event the repairing 
or rebuilding of said Bridge, without paying any additional 
~um whatevel'for the income of said ferry. 

['Phis .!let passed January 23, 1821.1 

CHAPTER XX. 

AN ACT to lncol'pol'ate the Maine Congregational Charitable Society, 

29 

SECT. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and 110ttse of Repre-
.~entatives in Legislcdttre assembled, That the Reverend Elijah Personsincorpp. 

Kellogg, Eliphalet Gillet, David Thurston, Edward Payson, rated. 

Jonathan Cogswell, Benjamin Tappan, Asa Rand, John W . 
. Ellingwood, Enos Merrill, D. M. Mitchell, Ichabod Nichols, 
Caleb Bl'adley, William Miltimore, Thomas 1. Murdock, and 
Jonathan Greenleaf, with their associates and successors, be, 
and they hereby are incorporated into a body politic by the 
name of the .lJfaine Cong7'egational Chct7,'itable Society; with 
power to sue and be sued; to have a common seal, and to 
change the same; to make any bye-laws for the management 
of their affairs, not repugnant to the laws of this State; to tai{e 
and hold, for the humane and benevolent purpose of affording ~~~~ oJf~;~ ~~~~; 
relief and support to the indigent widows and children Ofly )illcome of 

d d · . hI' I It D.5,OUD. ecease m1l1Istel's, any estate, w ose annua Income s)a not 
exceed the snm of five thousaud dollars; and to give aud grant, 
or bargain and sell the same: and with all the privileges 
usually granted to other Societies, instituted for purposes of 
charity and benevolence, 

SECT. 2. Be it further enacted, That the first meeting of. . 
said Society shall be holJen at such time and place, and be Flll!;t meg!',,\!. 

notified in such manner as a majority of the pet'Solls herein 
l)amed may direct. 

SECT 3 Be itfiurthe1' enacted That the powers gt'allted Art may be "I. • • ,<- t- tel'ed OJ'l't'pe~l~~ 
by this act may be enlarged, restl'ained or repealed, at the ' 
pleaEllre of the LegislatUl'e. . 

[Th£s ./lct pamd Jamtary 2$, lS.2q 
(i . 


