
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



OF THE 

STAT'E OF MAINE; 

TO ~CH ARE PREFIXED , 

THE 

CONSTITUTION OF THE U. STATES 

AND OF SAID STATE, 

.IN TWO 'VOLUMES, 

WIT~ AN APPENDIX. 

VOL. II. 

Published according to a resolve of the State, p:Esed 

March S, 1821. 

BRUNS'VICK. 

Printed by J. Griflin, for the State. 

1821. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 

 
Furthermore, the heading of this chapter 

should be numbered “CLXIX.” 



YOLUME THE SECOND. 

Page. ' 
463 Line 7 of page, dele the word whole 
464 ·Sec. 8 L. 12 of Sec. for lawns read 'town 
484 27 6 at the' end of the line insert the 

word Ihat 
492 43 11 rifter the word owing insert 10 
496 47 25 for duly read body 
500 54 3 at the end of the line dele the 
506 7, 6 after the word 0>' dele 10 
515 L. 28 of p. for highway read highways 
517 S. 16 L. 11 of S. after the word be insertlhe 
518 18 9 for of read or 
520 23 11 before the word p"oprielo,'s in-

sert the 
523 L. 6 of p. after the word person insert of 
52:3 last for cannot read can 
526 9 for laws read law 
533 16 for assessments read assessment 
534 13 for appears read appear 
535 4 at the end of the line insert of 
535 3 from bat.tam of p. for causes read cause 
537 S. 12 L. 2 of S. farin read of 
539 L. 11 of p. between the words Ihe and day should 

be a'--' . 
539 15 for where read wherein . 
543 S. 18 L. 13 of S. dele Ihe before the word said 
545 21 7 for and read or 
546 1 6 for Ihis read Ihus 
547 2 7 for this read thus 
547 2 11 for in capacity read incapacity 
553 L. 2 of p. at the end of the line insert such 
556 S. 1 L. 18 of p. for master read masters 
557 L. 1.S,af p. for in read of 
560 S. 7 L. 4 afS. for Court of Sessions read Courts 

of Sessions 
566 1 7 for every read any 
570 9 5 after the word them iasert as 
572 12 5 after the word fine insert of 
573 1 3 for and read or 
576 L. 18 of p. for pounds read ounces 
576 last line of the page dele and 
591 S. 5 L. '2 of S. before tbe word action iasert an 
592 3 3 for time read times 
601 L. 11 afp. at the end of the line insert drawn 

. After p. 604 read p. '605' iastead of' 506' 
604 S. 12 L. 2 of S. after the word passing insert on 
606 for Sec. 14 read Sec. 16 
608 S. 22 L. 5 of S. for monies read money 
610 3 18 dele any 
614 4 4 farfunnel readfund 
617 L. 5 of the page dele a ' . 
617 S. 1 L. 6 of S. for purpose read purposes 
62l 1 9 for sud, Tead said 
622 3 16 for or read on 
624 2 12 after the word "eturns insert as 
626 3 6 before the word Cashier insert the 
631 4 '3 before the end '!f' the S. for COUl·S. read 

coa'1"se 
634 16 5 of S. for inspecled read 1minspeeted 
635· 17' last for aHd read or 

.638 L. 9 of p. for and read 0" /; 

642 7 dele who 
643 S. 4 L. 6. of S. dele are after and 
650 4 14 before the word also insert as 
656 12 3 for on read or 
B;;S in the title, after th" word .ilclinsertfo,· 

Page. 
663 S. 2 L. 6 of S. dele of 
666 5 2 after the word Governor insert, 

and Council 
666 5 last for his read Ihe 
667 L. 3 of the page, dele who 
668 S. 10 L.' 1 of S. for where read when 
669 L' 3 of p. for eJfect read.airect 
670 S. 5 L. 7 of S. for the read such 
671 L. 2 of p. lorin read on 
672 S. 9 L. 3 of S. for make read mark 
672 11 2 for and "ead or 
672 11 8. before the word eacldnsertfor 
674 2 7 betore the word d1"1)ing insert Ihe 
676.L. 5 afp. for not read none 
677 4 for qualin) read quantity 
681 Sec. 4 last line of Sec. after the word awne,. insert 

or owners 
682 Sec. 5 L. 2 of Sec. dele away 
684 '2 3 for gala read gala 
686 4 2 fa1" on read or 
687 3 6 before the word stamped in, 

'·sert 'fwt 
68S L. 24 of p. before the word alms at the begin-

n~ng of thE: line insert the 
694 L. 15 of p. after the word shall iusert aisQ 
694 16 after the WOl"d of insert Ihe 
695 12 lor usage read usages 
716 8 for fixed read aJjixed 
723 6 from bottom of p. dele in 
734 Sec. 51 L. 4 of Sec. before the word auditi('g 

insert the . 
·742 L. 4 of p. after the word orders insert, to be 
741 L. ;3 fraUl bottalO of p. before the word "<Juso 

insert shall 
745 Sec. 1 L. " of Sec. before the lVard good insert six 
746 2 15 betore tbe word advice dele Ihe 
751 5' 11 for owners reau olDner 
751 5 15 for taking read laken 
7&1 5 25 for owners read owner 
753 8 23 for spa,'s read spar 
754 10 3 after the word Or insert any 
758 L. 2 of p. for saies read sal. 
759 24 for minor read minors 
76[ 19 for another read any other 
761 last dele other 
762 22 before the word fish insert any 
766 6 after the word notice insert is 
766 Sec. 5 L. 6 of Sec. 101' damages read damage 
769 4 14 dele to the 
772 first word of the p. for damage read damages 
774 Sec. 2 L. 7 of Sec. for and read or 
774 2 14 for any read eve,'y . . 
775 1 3 farpaasing read passing 
iii L~ 17 of p. for these read their 
7S0 14 for ninth read twenty ninth 
7&0 35 for su"teenth read seventeenth 
788 25 for eight read eighth 
790 28 . after the wow .!:let insert providing 
791 13 alter the word for dele the 
791 14 after the IVard idle dele and 
7.93 5 for gala read gala 
793 27 after the word .fict dele for , 
797 4, at the end of the line for eight rea,d 

eighlh , 
SOS 34 fOl'from read upon 



l1fECHANICS. 

CHAPTER CLIX. 

'An Act securing to l):Iechaoics and others, payment fOF their labour and materials 
expended in erecting and repairing hou,es and other buildings with their 
~ppurtenance5, 

75.5 

SEC. '1. BE it enacted by ·the Senate and ,House of Repre-Persons',.by 
• . ~ • crm{ract~ /l,n ' 

sentat~ves, tn Legtslature assembled, That when any contract writing, fur-

h 11 h f b d ' , 'b' h . oi,hina labour S a ere a ter' e ma e m wntmg, etween t e prOprle~ or materials in 

tor or 'proprietors of land on the one part, and any person er:c.ting or .r
ld
e-, 

. . ' " pamng bUl -
or persons on the other part, for the erectmg or repaIr- i~gs, to have a 
, h h b 'ld' h ' hen on the rng any ouse or at er Ul mg, or t elr appurtenances, or Bame, and the 

for furnishing labour or materials, for the purpose aforesaid, !andt °dn whfiiCh 
. '. !tsans. Qr 

the person or persons who shall in pursuance of such con- payment, ' 

tract, have furnished labour or materials for such purpose, 
shall have a lien to secure the payment of the same upon 
such building, and the lot of land, on which the same stands, 
and upon the right of redeeming the same, when the same 
has been previouslY conv!!yed in mortgage: Provided al-
ways, That no such lien shall attach, unless such contracts ProVIt'detdhsuch con rae as 
shall have been recorded in the Registry of Deeds, in the been recorded. 

county in which the land, on which such house or other 
building has been erected or repaired, lies; and no lien ~o lien to con-

d b h ' A h 11 "r th· linne more create y t IS ct, s a contmue m lorce more an SIX than 6 months 

months from the time when the last instalment shall fall afaImter las~ in-
. d ~~ 

,due, by the contract by which such lien shall be claimed; due, 

unless a legal process shall have been commenced, for the 
purpose of enforcing such lien.' . 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty Re.,aister of 

f h R ' f D d 'h . h' h h deeds to reo ate eglst~r a ee s, m t e county m w IC any suc cord such can.' 

land may lie, to' record all such contracts for the usual fees; tracts. 

and' when a contract shall consist of more than one part, 
the recording of one part shall be sufficient and have 'the 
same effect as recording the whole. 

SEC. 3. Be it furthe1' enacted, That any person having a When person 

lien upon any building, and the lot of land on which it Ii~eaving sti~c.h 
I n pe bons 

stands as aforesaid, may petition to the Circuit Court of c. c. C, Pleas 
• •• . for sale of such 

Common Pleas holden m the county In whIch the land, property, what 

mentioned in any such contract, may lie; to order a sale of !.':~~:e:nt:d, 
such land with ,the appurtenances; in which case the Court 
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shall order notice to be given 'to all the creditors having a 
lien as aforesaid, on such estate, to appear and make out 
their claims under such contracts; and th~ owner or owners 
of such estate, to show cause, if any they have, why a de­
cree, that s~ch estate shouldbe sold, should, not be passed, 
by causing each of them to be served with an attested copy 
of said petition, and the order of Court thereon, fourteen 
days at least before the tim'e assigned for a hearing upon 
said petition; or by causing an attested copy of such peti­
tion and order to be published, afsuch, times, in such news­
p'aper as the Court shall direct, the last pUblication to be at 
least fourteen days before the time assigned for such hear­
irig; and every such creditOl', who does not app'ear and ex­
hibit his claim to the Court, before the sale of such estate 
shall be decreedas aforesaid, shall not be entitled to the ben­
efit of such lien. And when it shall be made to appear to 
the Court before which such petition shall be pending,either 
by the default or confession of the party' petitioned against, . 
or by the verdict of a Jury, that any sum of money secured 
by such contract, had been due and unpaid siXty days at 
the time of pr~ferring such petition, the Court may enter up 
judgment against the respondent;. in favor of each, of such 
lien creditors, for such sum as may be found due to them 
respectively, arid may order the land and appurtenances, in 
such contract mentioned, to be sold at public auction, to pay 
and satisfy the 'same; saving to the owner or owners of 
puch ~estate the right of redeeming the same, at' any time, 
within one year from the time of sale, by paying the pur­
chaser, or any person claiming under' him, the sum for 
w'hich it was sold, with interest at the rate of t\velve per 
cent; deducting therefrom the rents and profits, over and 
above the necessary repairs. And in the hearing upon any' 
such petition, each of such lien creditors shall have a right 
to contest the claim of the other, by issue to the Jury or oth­
erwise. ' 

SE~. 4. Be it further !)nacted, That whenever the owner, 
In certain' 
Cases court pf any such estate shall have so failed to perform his con-
may order a tract Qr contracts, in, relation thereto as afores~id, that ,in 
parliai pay-
~ent to ~he the opinion of the Court, said estate, according to the true 
lien credItor. , d ' h' . lntent an meamng of t l~ Act, ought to be sold as aforesaid; 
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and the person or persons; or any of them, who have so con­
tracted to furnish labour or materials for erecting or repair­
ing such house or, other buildings, and without any default 
on his,.her, or their part, have not fully performed his, her, 
or their contract, a proportional ,rate of the sum, stipulated· 
to be paid to such lien contractor, shall be awarded to him, 
her, or them. And' any creditor of the owner of any lot of Proceedings, 

• • • . when a credit-
land, on whIch an house or other bUlldmg shall be erected or attaches the 

or repaired by contr.act as aforesaid, who shall have caused f::!"~~ ~~-n­
such lot ofland with the app··urtenances to be attached to lractisracord-, . , ed. 
secure the payment of his demand, previously to any such. 
lien creditor entering into, and re.cording as aforesaid, his 
contract, for. erecting or repairing such ··house, or other 
building, or .theirappurtenances as aforesaid; shall be 
preferred to any such contracting creditor, so far as re-

lates to the value of said. land or building, in the slate in 
which they were at the time when erecting or repairing 
of such house or building was commenced. And the val­
ue of such lot of land, or land and building at the time 
when the same .shall be attached as aforesaid, shall be as-

. certained by the appraisal of three disinterested free~hold-
ers of the county, in which such land shall lie; one to be 
appointed by the petitio,ning creditor or crediLors, one by 
the respondent, and one by the officer who· shall make the 
sale. And in case the respondent neglects or refuses to ap­
point such appraiser, the appointment of two such appraisers 
shall be made by such officer. 

SEC. 5. Be itjurthe1' enacted, That in all cases in.which 
the Court shall order and decree, lhat any such estate shall 

. be sold as aforesaid, the sale shall be made by the Sheriff 
or his deputy; and if the Sheriff be interested, then by the 
Coroner of the county in·which such estate lies; and such 
notice shall be given of the time and place of sale, as is pro" 
vided by law, when the right of redeeming real estate is sold, 
which has been conveyed in mortgage. And whenever it 
shall be found by the officer who has made such sale, that the 
net proceeds of such.sale are insufficient to satisfy the sums 
which shall have been awarded to the lien contract credi­
tors, and attaching creditors, according to the provisions of 
this Act, it shall be the duty of such officer, after satisfying , 
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this claim of the attaching creditor or creditors, if such there 
are, to apportion the net proceeds of such sales among the 
lien creditors, according to the sums to them respectively 
-awarded; fl.nd if the net proceeds of the sale of such estate, 
shall exceed the amount of all the sums ascertained and 
awarded as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of such officer 1'0. 
pay over the excess to the respondent •. 

When such SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That each and every lien 
contract is sat· d" h" d " . "h . 
isfied by pay. cre Itor, IS executors, a IDlDlstrators, or assIgns, avmg re-
Inhent or sale of ceived payment and satisfaction of his, or their demands ac-
t e property, . 
lien to be dis. cording to Jhe term of such contract; or w hen such house 
charged on . " d 
margin of the or other bwldmg shall have been sold, and the procee s 
record. thereof paid over, according to the provisions of this Act, 

eilch' and every such lien creditor, his executors, adminis­
trators, or assigns, shall enter upon the margin of the record 
of such contract,a discharge of his or their lien lipon such' 
house or other building, created by such contract; or by 
deed duly executed, release th~ same; and any party in in-

. terest shall be entitled to have like remedy for obtaining due 
discharge of such lien, in case the money shall be paid as 
aforesaid, as is now by law secured in equity to mortgag­
ers, their heirs, excutors, adIpinstrators pr assigns. 

Party in inter. . SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That in .all cases ar.ising 
est to have 
Eame :eme~y under this Act, every party shall be entitled to a trial by 
to obtaIn a dis. J f' f ~ . h d 
charge as ury, 0 any,matter 0 1act ill t e cause; an anyone or 
m
h 

ortqager3' t more of the parties may appeal from the J"udgment of the 
~ill~~ • 

Jury trial iu d Circuit Court of Common P,leas, to the Supreme Judicial 
"!l cases, an Court as in other cases. 
fight of ap' • ' -
l'eal. • [Approved February- 14, 1821.] 

-00--

CHAPTER CLXX. 

An Act concerning Apprentices. 

'At what ages . SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate' and House of Repre-
and ill what . . . • 
manner minors sentalwes, m Legzslature assembled; That millors under the 
may be bouud feb b d b d d '1 h as apprenti. age 0 10urteen years, may e oun y ee ,untl t at age, 
cehs, and by as servants or apprentices, by their father; and incase of 
1\1 ose con .. 
!snt. his decease, by their mother or by their guardian legally 

~ppointed; or having no parent or guardian, may bind them 
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