
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



OF THE 

STAT'E OF MAINE; 

TO ~CH ARE PREFIXED , 

THE 

CONSTITUTION OF THE U. STATES 

AND OF SAID STATE, 

.IN TWO 'VOLUMES, 

WIT~ AN APPENDIX. 

VOL. II. 

Published according to a resolve of the State, p:Esed 

March S, 1821. 

BRUNS'VICK. 

Printed by J. Griflin, for the State. 

1821. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 



YOLUME THE SECOND. 

Page. ' 
463 Line 7 of page, dele the word whole 
464 ·Sec. 8 L. 12 of Sec. for lawns read 'town 
484 27 6 at the' end of the line insert the 

word Ihat 
492 43 11 rifter the word owing insert 10 
496 47 25 for duly read body 
500 54 3 at the end of the line dele the 
506 7, 6 after the word 0>' dele 10 
515 L. 28 of p. for highway read highways 
517 S. 16 L. 11 of S. after the word be insertlhe 
518 18 9 for of read or 
520 23 11 before the word p"oprielo,'s in-

sert the 
523 L. 6 of p. after the word person insert of 
52:3 last for cannot read can 
526 9 for laws read law 
533 16 for assessments read assessment 
534 13 for appears read appear 
535 4 at the end of the line insert of 
535 3 from bat.tam of p. for causes read cause 
537 S. 12 L. 2 of S. farin read of 
539 L. 11 of p. between the words Ihe and day should 

be a'--' . 
539 15 for where read wherein . 
543 S. 18 L. 13 of S. dele Ihe before the word said 
545 21 7 for and read or 
546 1 6 for Ihis read Ihus 
547 2 7 for this read thus 
547 2 11 for in capacity read incapacity 
553 L. 2 of p. at the end of the line insert such 
556 S. 1 L. 18 of p. for master read masters 
557 L. 1.S,af p. for in read of 
560 S. 7 L. 4 afS. for Court of Sessions read Courts 

of Sessions 
566 1 7 for every read any 
570 9 5 after the word them iasert as 
572 12 5 after the word fine insert of 
573 1 3 for and read or 
576 L. 18 of p. for pounds read ounces 
576 last line of the page dele and 
591 S. 5 L. '2 of S. before tbe word action iasert an 
592 3 3 for time read times 
601 L. 11 afp. at the end of the line insert drawn 

. After p. 604 read p. '605' iastead of' 506' 
604 S. 12 L. 2 of S. after the word passing insert on 
606 for Sec. 14 read Sec. 16 
608 S. 22 L. 5 of S. for monies read money 
610 3 18 dele any 
614 4 4 farfunnel readfund 
617 L. 5 of the page dele a ' . 
617 S. 1 L. 6 of S. for purpose read purposes 
62l 1 9 for sud, Tead said 
622 3 16 for or read on 
624 2 12 after the word "eturns insert as 
626 3 6 before the word Cashier insert the 
631 4 '3 before the end '!f' the S. for COUl·S. read 

coa'1"se 
634 16 5 of S. for inspecled read 1minspeeted 
635· 17' last for aHd read or 

.638 L. 9 of p. for and read 0" /; 

642 7 dele who 
643 S. 4 L. 6. of S. dele are after and 
650 4 14 before the word also insert as 
656 12 3 for on read or 
B;;S in the title, after th" word .ilclinsertfo,· 

Page. 
663 S. 2 L. 6 of S. dele of 
666 5 2 after the word Governor insert, 

and Council 
666 5 last for his read Ihe 
667 L. 3 of the page, dele who 
668 S. 10 L.' 1 of S. for where read when 
669 L' 3 of p. for eJfect read.airect 
670 S. 5 L. 7 of S. for the read such 
671 L. 2 of p. lorin read on 
672 S. 9 L. 3 of S. for make read mark 
672 11 2 for and "ead or 
672 11 8. before the word eacldnsertfor 
674 2 7 betore the word d1"1)ing insert Ihe 
676.L. 5 afp. for not read none 
677 4 for qualin) read quantity 
681 Sec. 4 last line of Sec. after the word awne,. insert 

or owners 
682 Sec. 5 L. 2 of Sec. dele away 
684 '2 3 for gala read gala 
686 4 2 fa1" on read or 
687 3 6 before the word stamped in, 

'·sert 'fwt 
68S L. 24 of p. before the word alms at the begin-

n~ng of thE: line insert the 
694 L. 15 of p. after the word shall iusert aisQ 
694 16 after the WOl"d of insert Ihe 
695 12 lor usage read usages 
716 8 for fixed read aJjixed 
723 6 from bottom of p. dele in 
734 Sec. 51 L. 4 of Sec. before the word auditi('g 

insert the . 
·742 L. 4 of p. after the word orders insert, to be 
741 L. ;3 fraUl bottalO of p. before the word "<Juso 

insert shall 
745 Sec. 1 L. " of Sec. before the lVard good insert six 
746 2 15 betore tbe word advice dele Ihe 
751 5' 11 for owners reau olDner 
751 5 15 for taking read laken 
7&1 5 25 for owners read owner 
753 8 23 for spa,'s read spar 
754 10 3 after the word Or insert any 
758 L. 2 of p. for saies read sal. 
759 24 for minor read minors 
76[ 19 for another read any other 
761 last dele other 
762 22 before the word fish insert any 
766 6 after the word notice insert is 
766 Sec. 5 L. 6 of Sec. 101' damages read damage 
769 4 14 dele to the 
772 first word of the p. for damage read damages 
774 Sec. 2 L. 7 of Sec. for and read or 
774 2 14 for any read eve,'y . . 
775 1 3 farpaasing read passing 
iii L~ 17 of p. for these read their 
7S0 14 for ninth read twenty ninth 
7&0 35 for su"teenth read seventeenth 
788 25 for eight read eighth 
790 28 . after the wow .!:let insert providing 
791 13 alter the word for dele the 
791 14 after the IVard idle dele and 
7.93 5 for gala read gala 
793 27 after the word .fict dele for , 
797 4, at the end of the line for eight rea,d 

eighlh , 
SOS 34 fOl'from read upon 



and to give 
bond before 
landing them 
to indemnify 
the' town. 

WORK HOUSES. 

names and places of residence with the SeleGtmen or Over­
seers of the po?r of the town where such 'passengers shall 
arrive. And the master of such ship or vessel shall not 
land any such persons, without the permission of the Select­
men unless he shall enter into bonds with sufficient sureties, 
to the satisfaction of said Selectmen, in a sum not exceeding 

, five hundred d~llars for each passenger, to indemI:\ify and 
save harmless such town as well as the State from all man­
ner of «harge and expense, which may arise from such pas­

Penalty oEneg- sengerp, for and during the term 'of three years ; and if the 
lect. master of any such ship or vessel s.halliand any such pas­

sengers, without entering their names and giving bonds as 

"rOlfris may 
erect work 
houses; 

and choose 
overseers. 
-Their power. 
and duties. 

aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of two, hun­
dred dollars for each passenger so landed, to be recovered 
by action of debt, by any person who shall sue for the same, 
one moiety ~th~reof to the use of the State, and the other 
moiety to the prosecutor: P1'ovided, That thisAct shall not 
take effect, until the first day of October next, and that noth­
ing.inthis· Act shall be construed to extend to the master of 
any ship ~r"vessel, in any voyage, on which such ship or 
vessel, may now be employed. 

[Approved June 27, 1820.] 

--"00--

CHAPTER CXXIV. 

An Act for erecting Work Houses for the reception and 'empioym~nt of the Idle 
. and Indigent. ' 

, SEC; 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre­
sentatives, 'in Legislatu1'e assembled, That when any town 
in this State shall see meet, to erect or provide a house for 
the reception, support, and employment of the idle and in­
digent, such town shall be, and hereby is fully authorized 
and empowered this to do; and the towns aforesaid, as well 

. as those wqo have already erected such houses, are hereby 
empowered, at their annual meeting, for the choice. of town 
officers, to choose three, five, seven, or more Overseers of 
the said house; who shall have .the inspection and govern­
ment thereof, with full power of appointing a master, and 
needful assistants for the more immediate care and oversight 

L..... __________ ~ _______ ~~___ ______~. 
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ofthepersons received into oremployei:l in the 'said 'house; 
,which Overseers; ~nce in every month, and at other times 
as occasion shall require, shall assemble 'tog~ther for the 
purpose of determining the most eligible method'bf discharg, 
ing the duties of their office: and at their stated monthly, 
meetmgs shall have power to make needful orders and reg­
ulations for such hbuse,which orders shall be binding until 
the next public meeting of the inhabita,nts of such town, to 
whom such orders shall be presented for approbation; and 
when by them approved, shall be obligatory, until revoked 

547 

by the town. " ' 
S '- B '. ;~ h ',' d' T' h' 'h ' ' b Several towns 

EC. 2. ' e 2t jtwt, e1"enacte " at w en any Dum er may join in 

of towns shall agree ( at ;their joint charge,and for their building work-
, ". 'h' house, ~c. common benefit) to erect or provIde a work ouse for the ' 

employment of persons residing in such towns that are indi~ 
gent or idle; or to purchase land whereon to erect such 
houSe, or for the accommodation thereof, they shall be and 
hereby are vested with powerancl authotity this to do; and 
the ordering and governing the same, making 'the necessary 
repairs thereof) appointing a master and other assistants, 
and the power of removing him or them fromther respec~ 
tive offices or trusts for irregular behaviour, in capacity, or-
for other sufficient cause, shall be vested in Overseers, to 
be from year to year speciall;{chosen by the several towns, 
at their annual meeting for the"choice of town officers ; each Mode of 

h h 1 11 h ' '. choosing the 
town to c oose tree, un ess ate towns engaged In the officers- and· ' 

undertaking shall ag'ree upon a differe~t number: and in managing thf e . concerns 0 

case of the death of an Overseer, or his removal from the such work 

town fo~ which he was appointed, the vacancy made there- houses, 

by may be supplied by such town, at any other publi<::, 
, meeting: and if any townconcernetl shall neglect toch60se 
such Overseers, in such case the person or persons, chosen 
in the other towns may proceed in all affairs of the !laid 
house, any such neglect notwithstanding. 

SEC. 3; Be itfurthet' e1iacted, Thatthere shall be stated Overseers tO
I . . , . ',., meet quarter y 

quarterly meetings of all the Overseers, on the first Tues- at work hous: 

day of the months of Ja:nuary, April, July and October-, an- es. 

nually, to be held at the work house, in order to inspect the 
management, and' for dir~cting the business thereOf; and be- Inter~ediate 
sides those stated meetings intermediate opes, to be held at meehngs. 
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the work house, may be called by the Overseers of any town 
proceed- , d' . . 

ings. concerned; ue notIce of the tIme and ,occaSIOn thereQfbe. 
lng"given t~ th~ rest in such way and manner as shall b~ 
agreed upqn by the Qverseers, at qny general stated meeting: 

May choose fl and the said Overseers1 when duly, assembled, may choose a 
moderator and ' • . ' 
derk. 'J\ioderator; andat theIr first gen.eral meetmg annually, after 

---their appointment, they shall likewi&e. choose a Clerk, to 
enter and record all votes and. orders that shall be made and 
passeq hy th~'Overseers, who shall Qe s\y()rn t~ the faithful 
pischarge of his trust. 

Overseers may , SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the Overseers for thl! 
make bye-
laws) pay , time b~ing at a gel1eral quarterly meeting, provided one half, 
~~~t~rs, ~c, 3:t the ~east~ qftpe w hple ~umber chosen are pre~e.!lt, shall 

~a,'e full P9we~ q~d authority t9 make qll reasQnab~e orders 
. and by~-ia1"s, not repugnant to the IqwS of this Stat.e, for th~ 
prdedng a~d~egulat~g the said house, and theaffairs.there­
of; whleh orders and bye-laws shall continue and be in force, 
llntil alt~red,annulled or. reversed by. them 01' their sue­
<::essors in office, and may likewise agree with the master or 
~ther assistants, and order meet allowance for their care 
and service: and all other Ipatters of less iIllPortance, re~ 
lating to the' said hoqse, may be trqllsact~d at any other 
meeting du~y notified, whenqnly one .third par.t of the 
bye~seer~ 'are prese.!lt; subj'est nevertheless to be alt~red Ol~ 

, fever~ed at ap.y g~neral stateq' m~eting, " 
'Comp~nsation' SEC. 5. Be it further ,enar;ted, That the yearly stip~nd, (r master and ' . ,. ..,. • '. . 

assistants' to or al~owance, to th~ ,master !ind aS~:ilstants, pyer and above 
,:o;v~~~~n~y . ~,;hat is provid7d fo~ by this AC"t, for their care and trouble, 
cerned. , together ;ith '~harge of ke~ping the hquse in repair, shall 

be pai4 by the ~everal to:~VIlS concern~d, in pr9,Portion a~ 
they. are taxed to the State; at the tip1~ the expense is in~ 
curred; or in ,Sl1ch other proportion as all the towns con-

I'ayment may cerned shall agree upon : And, if apy tqwn or. towns shall 
~; ,~~~~~~Ied. retu~e or neglect' toadvan<::e,. or' reilllburse their respective 

proporti()ns of such all~wance or other c~arges be~ore men­
tioned, after, they shall have b,e,en s.tated and adjusted by 
the Overseers, the same may be r,ecoveredof such delin­
quent town or t~wri~, .in ~ny Court proper to tI·y the same

1 

by action to be brought by such person or persons, as th~ 

Overseers sh~ll in writing appoint for that_purp~se: 
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SEC. 6 •. Be it further enacted, That' any two or more Any two over-
. . . . . ' . seers may 

pf the Overseers III any town, already provIded WIth such commit to 

h 
. . h 0 . . . workhouse, by 

,ouse, and any two or more of t e verseers III any town warrant, such 

that either by themselves or in conJ'u:nction with other ~er50ns as are 
., . , . . liable to be 
towns, shan hereafter erect a work house, be,' and they are sent . 

. hereby authorized, empowered,and directed to commit to 
such house by writing, under the hands of the said Overseers, 
to be employed and governed, according to the rules· and 
orders of the house, any person or persons, residing in such 
town'that are in this Act declared liable to be sent thither: 
Pr07Jided, That no greater number of persons belonging to any ~~dto=~r!O 
town, be received into the house, . than such' town's propor- than its proper 

ti~n of the said house to be allotted them, can accommodate, share. 

W hen the receiving them will exclude or incommode such as 
'" belong to other towns; and an order of commitment from 

two or more Overseers, directed to a Constable of the same 
town, shall, by such Constable, be obeyed and executed. ' .. 

. . . DescnptlOn of 
SEC. 7. Be ~t fU1·ther enacted, That the persons who shall persons liable 

be liable tobe sent unto, employed 'and governed in any ~~/:~;f~y:~ 
work house erected or to be erected by one or more towns, :,nd governed 

h· 11 d ' d' ill work hous-in pursuance of t IS Act, are, a poor an III Igent persons ,es, 

tha! are' maintained' by, . or receive alms from, the town; 
also all persons able of body to work ~nd not having estate 

,-or means otherwise to maintain themselves who 'refuse or 
neglect so to do; live a dissolute, vagrant life, and exercise 
no ordinary calling or lawful business, sufficient to gain an 
honest livelihood; and all such as having some ratable- es­

. tate, but not sufficient to render them liable to pay any tax 
. ~or such property equal to two thirds of a poll tax,do neglect 
the due care and improvement thereof; and such as spend 
t.heir ,time and P!operty in public houses,' to' the negleCt of 
their proper business; or by otherwise mis-spending what 
t4ey earn, to the impoverishment of themselves and their 
f::),milies, are likely to become chargeable to the town or to 
the State. 

SEC_ 8. Be itfurther enacted, That when any foreigner Idleor indi­

or other person, n~t a legal inhabitant of any town within ~e:;~:~i~e:~ 
t4is State, shall become idle or indigent, it shall be the duty 8uchhouse and 

. '. ,employed 
Of th~ Overseers of the t9Wll in which su~h person resid~s, there. 

9r any two of them to commit such idle or indigent person to· 
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the work house belonging to ,the same town, or in which 
such town is interested; arid the' person or persons so com. 
mitted, shall be under the tare of the keeper of such house, 
and be employed, if capable 'of labour, in the same way and 
manner as is herein before directed, and shall be subject to 
the same rules and regulations as others committed to said 

Overseer: to house. And such Overseers shall keep a fair' account of 
keep a fall' ac- h f ' h 'dl ' d' 
count, to be the c arge 0 supportmg suc 1 e or In Igent person froin 
laid before the ' , d h II' hOb' h . 
Legislature for tlme'to tIme, an s a ex I It t e same once ill every year, 
allowance. at the least, to the Legislature, for allowance and payment, 

deducting therefrom the amount of such person's earnings. 
Penalty for SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, That if any town shall 
towns ne~lect- I 'd ' . f h dfi I 
ing to f~rnish refuse or neg ect to provi e Its proportIOn 0 t enee u 
itrs fiPr°.Ptortion furniture for such house, or the' materials, implements or o urm are, 
materials, q.c. other necessary apparatus for carrying on the work there 

to be performed, according to their- agreement, or as shall 
be directed by the Overseers, such town shall be deprived 
of the privilege of sending any p~rson thither, until they 
shall comply with such agreement or direction. ' , 

!O\:nhs may SEC .. ] O. Be it forther enacted, That beside the aforesaid 
lurms more , 
than. its pro- proportion of materials and other things to be found by the 
feo~~~n aotd rna- towns concerned, each town may likewise prOVIde such 6th': 
to?ls in cer- er materials and tools for work as th~ Overseers for such tam cases.. _, 

town shall determine, any person by' them committed to 
the said hquse, can be employed about, more advantageous. 

ilIaster to Iy: and the master of the house shall receive such materi· 
Treep distinct I d 1 d k h . d "fi h ' account, and a s an too s, an eep t em separate an apart rom t ose 
~Ie aficcoun~a- sent from any other town, and shall be accountable to the 
u e or pnme 
cost, as well Overseers of each town concerned, as well for the prime 
as profits. costs, as for all profits and earnings that shall be made by 

the labour of those belonging to such town under his care; 
And ~hall keep and shall keep a register of the names of the persons com-
a re!!1ster, q.c. 'd . h k h ' d f h h' h h 

o mitte to SllC wor ouse, an 0 t e towns to w IC t ey 
respeCtively belong, with the time of their beIng received into, 
and discharged therefrom, and of their earnings, that the' 
same may appear to any of the Overseers whenever they 

Overseers to shall incline to inspect them: and all controversies between 
5ettl~ contra· the master or keeper of such house, and the Overseers of 
verSles, q-c. 
respecting any town., touching his accounts, or other his affairs what. 

I ' 
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ever respecting the work house, may be determined by the master'. ac-

O 1 I 
. connts, ~c. 

verseersof the louse at a general or quarter y meetmg. 
SEC. 11. Be it further enacted That no town shall be No town liable 

. . ' to support any 
chargeable for the rehef or support of any person committed one not sent by 

"d h h h' h b h 0 overseers of to the sal ouse, w 0 was not sent t It er y t e verseers such town, 

belonging to such town; nor shall any person orderly com- How pers?ns 

. mitted to the said house be discharged therefrom, but· by ~?;.g~d ~~m 
the Overseers that made the commitment, or by the Over_ said bOnEe. 

seers at a general or quarterly meeting, or otherwise by the 
Circuit Court of Common Pleas in the same county, upon 
application to them made for that purpose. And every per-
son thus committed if fit and able to work shall be kept dil-
igently employed in labour, during.his or her continuance 
there: and in' case the person so committed, shall be idle 
and not perform such reasonable task or stint as shall be as- ' 
signed; or .shall be stubborn and disorderly, they shall be 
punished according to the orders that shall be made for rul-

. ing, governing and punishing the persons there committed, 
not repugnant to the laws of this State. 

SEC •. 12 •. Be itjiurther enacted, That one third part of the Pro~lsb of dil~. 
. boul' ow -

profits or earnings ofthe work done by the persons detained vided. 

in Slfchhouse shall be to the master for, and towards his 
support, over and above such further annual stipend as the 
Overseers may allow. him: and the prime stock, together 
with the other two thirds. of the profits shall be disposed of 
by the Overseers of the respective towns, to whom it be­
longs, either to the master towards his qervices, or for the 

. support of the families of the persons there detained; if any 
such trey. have, or otherwise for the use of such town as oc­
casion sh!J.ll require. 

SEC. 13. Be itfurther enacted,. That any work house erec- T.owns ,may 

d 'd d fi 'd b d' 'd discontmuc te or provl eas a oreSaI ,may e Iscontmue' or appli- workhouses, 

ed to any other use whenever the town or towns concerned, ~'C, 
shall find their circumstances require it, and shall agree thus 
to do. 

[Approved March 15, 1821.] 
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