
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



OF THE 

STAT'E OF MAINE; 

TO ~CH ARE PREFIXED , 

THE 

CONSTITUTION OF THE U. STATES 

AND OF SAID STATE, 

.IN TWO 'VOLUMES, 

WIT~ AN APPENDIX. 

VOL. II. 

Published according to a resolve of the State, p:Esed 

March S, 1821. 

BRUNS'VICK. 

Printed by J. Griflin, for the State. 

1821. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 



YOLUME THE SECOND. 

Page. ' 
463 Line 7 of page, dele the word whole 
464 ·Sec. 8 L. 12 of Sec. for lawns read 'town 
484 27 6 at the' end of the line insert the 

word Ihat 
492 43 11 rifter the word owing insert 10 
496 47 25 for duly read body 
500 54 3 at the end of the line dele the 
506 7, 6 after the word 0>' dele 10 
515 L. 28 of p. for highway read highways 
517 S. 16 L. 11 of S. after the word be insertlhe 
518 18 9 for of read or 
520 23 11 before the word p"oprielo,'s in-

sert the 
523 L. 6 of p. after the word person insert of 
52:3 last for cannot read can 
526 9 for laws read law 
533 16 for assessments read assessment 
534 13 for appears read appear 
535 4 at the end of the line insert of 
535 3 from bat.tam of p. for causes read cause 
537 S. 12 L. 2 of S. farin read of 
539 L. 11 of p. between the words Ihe and day should 

be a'--' . 
539 15 for where read wherein . 
543 S. 18 L. 13 of S. dele Ihe before the word said 
545 21 7 for and read or 
546 1 6 for Ihis read Ihus 
547 2 7 for this read thus 
547 2 11 for in capacity read incapacity 
553 L. 2 of p. at the end of the line insert such 
556 S. 1 L. 18 of p. for master read masters 
557 L. 1.S,af p. for in read of 
560 S. 7 L. 4 afS. for Court of Sessions read Courts 

of Sessions 
566 1 7 for every read any 
570 9 5 after the word them iasert as 
572 12 5 after the word fine insert of 
573 1 3 for and read or 
576 L. 18 of p. for pounds read ounces 
576 last line of the page dele and 
591 S. 5 L. '2 of S. before tbe word action iasert an 
592 3 3 for time read times 
601 L. 11 afp. at the end of the line insert drawn 

. After p. 604 read p. '605' iastead of' 506' 
604 S. 12 L. 2 of S. after the word passing insert on 
606 for Sec. 14 read Sec. 16 
608 S. 22 L. 5 of S. for monies read money 
610 3 18 dele any 
614 4 4 farfunnel readfund 
617 L. 5 of the page dele a ' . 
617 S. 1 L. 6 of S. for purpose read purposes 
62l 1 9 for sud, Tead said 
622 3 16 for or read on 
624 2 12 after the word "eturns insert as 
626 3 6 before the word Cashier insert the 
631 4 '3 before the end '!f' the S. for COUl·S. read 

coa'1"se 
634 16 5 of S. for inspecled read 1minspeeted 
635· 17' last for aHd read or 

.638 L. 9 of p. for and read 0" /; 

642 7 dele who 
643 S. 4 L. 6. of S. dele are after and 
650 4 14 before the word also insert as 
656 12 3 for on read or 
B;;S in the title, after th" word .ilclinsertfo,· 

Page. 
663 S. 2 L. 6 of S. dele of 
666 5 2 after the word Governor insert, 

and Council 
666 5 last for his read Ihe 
667 L. 3 of the page, dele who 
668 S. 10 L.' 1 of S. for where read when 
669 L' 3 of p. for eJfect read.airect 
670 S. 5 L. 7 of S. for the read such 
671 L. 2 of p. lorin read on 
672 S. 9 L. 3 of S. for make read mark 
672 11 2 for and "ead or 
672 11 8. before the word eacldnsertfor 
674 2 7 betore the word d1"1)ing insert Ihe 
676.L. 5 afp. for not read none 
677 4 for qualin) read quantity 
681 Sec. 4 last line of Sec. after the word awne,. insert 

or owners 
682 Sec. 5 L. 2 of Sec. dele away 
684 '2 3 for gala read gala 
686 4 2 fa1" on read or 
687 3 6 before the word stamped in, 

'·sert 'fwt 
68S L. 24 of p. before the word alms at the begin-

n~ng of thE: line insert the 
694 L. 15 of p. after the word shall iusert aisQ 
694 16 after the WOl"d of insert Ihe 
695 12 lor usage read usages 
716 8 for fixed read aJjixed 
723 6 from bottom of p. dele in 
734 Sec. 51 L. 4 of Sec. before the word auditi('g 

insert the . 
·742 L. 4 of p. after the word orders insert, to be 
741 L. ;3 fraUl bottalO of p. before the word "<Juso 

insert shall 
745 Sec. 1 L. " of Sec. before the lVard good insert six 
746 2 15 betore tbe word advice dele Ihe 
751 5' 11 for owners reau olDner 
751 5 15 for taking read laken 
7&1 5 25 for owners read owner 
753 8 23 for spa,'s read spar 
754 10 3 after the word Or insert any 
758 L. 2 of p. for saies read sal. 
759 24 for minor read minors 
76[ 19 for another read any other 
761 last dele other 
762 22 before the word fish insert any 
766 6 after the word notice insert is 
766 Sec. 5 L. 6 of Sec. 101' damages read damage 
769 4 14 dele to the 
772 first word of the p. for damage read damages 
774 Sec. 2 L. 7 of Sec. for and read or 
774 2 14 for any read eve,'y . . 
775 1 3 farpaasing read passing 
iii L~ 17 of p. for these read their 
7S0 14 for ninth read twenty ninth 
7&0 35 for su"teenth read seventeenth 
788 25 for eight read eighth 
790 28 . after the wow .!:let insert providing 
791 13 alter the word for dele the 
791 14 after the IVard idle dele and 
7.93 5 for gala read gala 
793 27 after the word .fict dele for , 
797 4, at the end of the line for eight rea,d 

eighlh , 
SOS 34 fOl'from read upon 
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Repeal of for­
mer lalvs, 

SETTLEMEN'r; AND 

CHAPTER CD;II. 

An Act ascertaining what shill cons~rtute tpe legal settlement; and pl'oviding for 
the Relief and Support, EmPloyment and Removal of the Poor. 

SEC. 1. BE it en~ct~d by the Senate and Hous'e of Repre-
sentatives, in Legislature assembled, That all laws hereto­
fore made, enacting and ascertaining~hat shall constitute a 
legal settlement of any person, in any to~n within thisStat'e, 
so as to subject and oblige such town to support such per­
son, in case of his becoming poor and standing in 'need of 
relief, so far as they relate to the manner of gaining a settle-

Settlement ment in future, be and they hereby are repealed; but all 
¥:~:do:~hem ?ettlements already gained by force of said laws,or other­
con6rmed. wise, shall remain, uritillost by gaining others' in some of 

the ways hereafter mentioned. 
~Iodes of gain- SEC. 2. Be it furthe1' eiwcted, That legal settlements in 
mg se~tlement. any t01vn in this St~te shall be hereafter gained, so as to 

subject and oblige such town to relieve a,nd support the per­
sons gaining the same, in case they become poor and stand 
in need ofreIief, by the ways and means following and not 

I\IalTied wo- otherwise, namely: First, A married woman sh,allalways 
roan. follow 'and have the settlement of her .husband, if he have 

Legitimate 
Children. 

any within this State; otherwise, her own at the time of mar­
riage, if she then had any, shall not be lost or suspended by 
the marriage. Second, Legitimate children shall follow 
and have the settlement of their father., if he shall have any 
1vithin this State, until they gain a settlement of their own; 
but if he shall have none, they shall in like manner follow 
and have the settlement of their mother, if she shall have 

Illegitimate any. Third, Illegitimate children shall follow and have 
children. the settlement of their mother at the time of their birth, if 

~y she shall then have withm: the State, but neither l~giti­
mate or illegitimate children shall gain a settlement'by birth 
'in the places where they may be born, if neither of their par-

Admitted by ents shall then have any settelment the~·e. Fourth, Any per­
town. son that shall be admitted an inhabitant by any town at any 

legal meeting, in the. warrant for which an article shall be 
inserted for that purpose, sh311, thereby gain a legal settle­

Incorporation ment therein. . Fifth, All persons dwelling and having their 
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homes in apy unincorporated pl,ace, at the time when the of ~Iantations, 
'b . d . . , ' h 11 h b . to mc1ude all same shall e mcorporate, mto a town, sat ere y gam a then dwell-

1 I 'I h' S' h U d" . f in"" therein ega ,sett ement t erelD; 1a:t, pon IVISlOn 0 towns, Division of, 
every person having a legal settlement therein" but being towns. 
remm!ed therefrom at the ,time of such division p.nd not hav-
ing gained a legal settlement elsewhere,'shall have, his legal 
settleplent in that town wherein his former dwelling place 
or home shall happen to fall upon suc,4 division; and whep 
any new town ,shall be incorporated, composed of a part of 
one or mo~e old incorporatE(d towns, all persons legally set-
tled in the town or towns of which such new tow~ is so ,com-
posed, and who sh~ii actually dwell a~d have their' homes' ' 
within the bounds of ,such new town at the time of its incor-
poration shall thereby gain legal' sett1~ments in such'new 
town. Seventh, Any minor who shall serve an apprentice- Apprentice­
ship to any Ia\~ful trade for the space of four years in any ship. 

town, ,and actually set up the same ,therein within one year 
after the expiration of said term, beIng then twenty one 

'years old)-- shall thereby gain a settlement, in such town. 
Any per~on 9f the age of twenty one years; who shall here~Residence of 
after reside in any t~wn within this State for the space of tivteh yea~'sh to-, "', ge er Wit out 
five years together, and shall not during, that term receive receiving sup-
directly or indirectly, any supplies or support as a pauper port. 
from any town, shall thereby gain a settlem'ent in such town. 
Any person resident in any town at the date of the passage Resid~nce 'at 

. ' . ' . ' the time of 
of thlSAct, who have not WIthin one, year prevIOus to passing this 
h d ' . d' 'I' f law not hav-t at ,ate receIve support or supp les rom some town as a ing 'heen sup' 

pauper, shall be deemed to ha~e' a settlement in the town ~~:~o~s; ~:: 
where he then dwells and has hIS home., And every legal preceding. 

I .. ' h . d h II' . '11 1 d C d Settlement sett ement, w. en ,game ,s a contmue tl . ost or eleate when gained 
by gaining a ne~ one; and upon gaining such new settle~ !iltd~i:~:d 
Jllent, all former; settlements shall be defeated and lost. hya new one. 

SEC. 3. Be it jU1·thc1· ',enacted, ,That every town within Towns to sup' 
this State shap ,be holden to relieve and support all poor and ~~;! ~vl;U' 
indigent person?, lawfully settled therein, whenever they ~~~~nt 
s.hall stand in need thereof; and may vote and raise monies May rai~e 
therefor' and for their empl,oyment in the same way that mOnies, there· , "", for 
monies for other town. charges are voted and raised: and and choose 
may also' at their annual meetings, clioose any number, not th°verseers of ", , e poor. 
exceeding twelve suitable persons, dwelling therein to be 
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6~ers~ers of ~heir poor; and wh~~e' such are no.tspecially 
chosen, the&ele~tmen 1ihall b~ Overseers of the poor.' 

Overseers to S~c. '1~ Se it fUl,ther enacted, That said Overseers shall 
have the care h th d" h' 'f 11' h d' d' of the poor, aye e ca:re a"n overstg.t a a suc poor an m Igent per~ 

t
and thdeirthdutY sons, so settled in their res:pective towns, and shall see that owar 5 em. . . . , 

, 'they are suitably reliev!,,:~, supported and employed, either 
in the work house or other t~n~ments belonging to such 

, towns, or insuch other way and manner as they at any le­
gal llieeting shall direct; or otherwise at the discretion of 
said Overseers,at the cost Qfsuch town. 

Certain kind- SEC. 5'. Provided always: Be it furthel' enacted, That the 
red of paupers • ' . '. 
liable to' sup; kmdred of any such poor person, If any he shall have m the 
portthe,m.' line or degree of father or grand father,' mot!:ter or grand 

m?ther, children or gran'd children, by consanguinity, living 
within this State, of sufficient ability, shall. be holden to sup-, 

l\'I~d~ of pro· poi't such pauperin proportion to such ability. ,And the 
ceedmO" to " , 
compel such Circuit Court of Common, Pleas, in the county ,where any 
~~~~ltbTn one of ?uch kindred t? be charged shall reside, upon com­
thce CoPur1t of plaint ma,de by any town oi- kindred who shall have been at om. eas. . . 
. any expense for the relief and support of any such pauper; 

which 'comphiiD:t, being filed in the Clerk's office of such 
Court and summons thereon issued, directed to arid served 
by any proper officer to sei've original summons, and in "the 
manner they are by la'w ~9 be served, fourteen days before 
the sitting of such Court, shall be sufficient to hold t~e per­
sons summoned to answer thereto; may on due hearing, ei­
ther upon the appearance or ~efault of the kindred ~o sum­

, moned, assess and apportio,n' su~h, sum as they shall judge 
reasonable therefor, upon such of s~id '~dndred as they shall 
judge of sufficient ability, and according 'thereto, to the time 
'of such assessment, with costs; and may 'enforce payment 
thereof by warral}t of distress: Provide~, $uch assessine'nt 
~hall not. extend to any expense' fQr any. re~ef' afforded 
more thim six months previolls to the, filing of such com-

Court may 'plaint. And may further assess and apportion uiJOll them 
~:.,~;~~s:~~ ~uc~ wee~ly sum ~or thefutur~ as th,ey shall judge:~'1R~i'e~t 
be contrib~ted for the support of such pauper, to be paid quarterly tin fur-
lJY such kind, , .' " '", ," ,.. • .. , 
red; ther orc;ler of Court, and upon applIcatIOn from time to tIme 
.,' , ofthet~wn or kindred to whom the l?ame shall have been 

orderecl"to'be paid, the Clerk of the said Court shall issue; 
. .• . ... I .. . .. 
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.and ru.ay renew'a warrant of distress for the arrears of any 
,preceding quarter. And ~he Court may further order with ~r~c~:~ them 

'whom of such kindred ihatmay desire it, such pauper may the pa~pei" ' 
:Jive and 'be relieved, and for such time,~ with one, and such may re.,de. 

with anqther, a.s they shall judge propfu-.,? having regard to 
the comfortof the pauper as well a:~ the ,convenience of the 
kindred. 'And upon suggestion, other kindred of ability not 
'n~nied in the complaint, may be notified, and the pr.ocess 
'may be continued, and upon due notice whether they appeal' 
or are defaulted, the Court may proceed against them in 
the s~;ti~ ~'annefas if they .,h~d ,been ~amed ~n the com­
plaint. '~ut if such complaint be not ent~red, or bediscon­
tinued or· mthdra'YD, or be adjudged groundless, th~ res. 

·pon:dents shall recover costs. And such Court may t~~ 
further order from time to time in the premises, upon appli-
'cation of any party interested, arid may alter such assess-' ~ 
ments and apportionment as the circumstances may vary. 

SE~. 6. Be it further enacted, Th~l- said Overseers be and ~~~~e::'~huJ: 
they are hereby empowered, "from time to time to bind out ren ofpau!;'er, 

. as apprentices 
by deed' indented or poll, as apprentices, to be instructed or servants. 

'and employed in any lawful art, trade, or mystery, or as 
, "servants to be employed in any lawful work or labour, any 
. 'male or female children, whose parents become actually 

charge,aHe !o their town,·also whose parents shall be thought 
-by said OV,erseers' to be unable. to maintain them (whether 
they receive alms or are so chargeable or not,) to any citiZen _ 

"of this State,' t~~i ~~ t03aY,lI).ale children till they come to 
the age ()f twenty one'years; and femaJes till they come to 
the age pfeighteen years, or are married i which binding 
shal1be as valid and effectual in law as if such children had 
been of the full age of twenty one years, a~d had, by a like 
deed, bound themselves, or then- parents had been consent-
ing , thereto: Provision t6 be made' in' such deed for the in- Provision to­

/ structing of ~ale children,' s6 bound'o~t, to '~e~d, write and ~d:~~;eisn ~~~ 
cypher; and of females to read and write and for su~h oth- instruction of 

. , , . sucb cbldreo. 
er instruction, benefit and allowance,' either within or at the 
end of the ·term, a~ to the Overseers may seem. fit a..nd 
l'E;asoriable~ . 

SEC. 7~' . Be it fil1,ther' enacted, That it ~hall be the duty ~ve~seers to 

f 'd a '" I f h'ld I mqurre a3 to ? sm verseers, to mquu'e mto t Ie ~~page 0 c 1 ren a - treatment of ' 

L-______________________ ~.~ ___ .. 
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~~~. appren· ready legaIly bound tiut, o.:r that may be bound Qut by 
c. c. Common force of this Act, and to defend them from injUries.' Arid 
Plens may dis· l' b h "d th C' '. charge such ppon comp amt y suc Overseers, rna e to e lrcmt 
~~~e;r~: c~~= Court of Common Pleas in the countywhere their town 
lain ca.es; is, or where the ,child may be bound, against the master 

of any such child, for abuse, ill treatment or neglect; said 
Court (having duly notified the party complained of) may 
proceed to hear the complaint, and if the same be sup­
ported, and the cause shall be judged' sufficient,' may lib­
erate and discharge such child from his or her master, with 
costs, for which execution may be awarded,i otherWIse 
the complaint shall be dismissed but, without costs, unless 

and he may ~e it appears groundless and without pr()bable cause; in which 
bound anew m ' , 
certain cases. case costs shall be allowed the respondent. And any ap-

prentice or servant, so discharged, or whose master shall 
Overseers may decease, may be bound out anew for the re~aindel' ~f the 
hn,e remedy • _c'd Ad' h' 0' , ' I' 
on indentures: term, ill manner cuoresal. n suc verseers maya so 
~'c"{~:~~~s in have remedy, by action on such deed, again~t ~ny person lia-

'" . bIe thereby for recovery of damages for breaches of any of 
the covenants therein contained, which, when recovered, shall 
be placed in the town treasury, deducting reasonable charg~ 
es, and disposed of by the Overseers, at their discretion, 
for the benefit and relief ofs'uch apprentice~r servant with­
in the term; the remainder if any, to be paid t,o, him at the 
expiration thereof; and the Court.before which such calise 
shall'be tried originally, aria on the' appeal, may also, upon 
the plaintifPs request, if they see cause, liberate and discharge 
such apprentice or servanffrom his I!1aster, If it'hath not 
then been already done in the method before directed by 

_ this Act. And such apprentice or servant shall have like 
remedy when th~ir term is expired, f?r damages for t~e 
causes aforesaid, other than such (if any) for which damages 
may have been recovered as aforesaid, by action upon such 
deed to be delivered them for that purpose, and on which, 
no endorsement shall be necessary: Pravided, Such action be 
commenced within two years after the expiration of th~ 
term; and where such deed shall have before been putin suit, 
an attested copy from the proper officer may be used and 

Action not to have the same force as the orignal. And no action brought 
abate by death . 0 hal'l b' b' d' 
of some of the by verseers s a ate y the eath of some of them, or 
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by their being succeeded in office, pending' the action, but it overseers, ~c. 
shall proceed in the name of the original plaintiffs or the survi- ~'c, 

- ,., 
vors of them.' And in case of elopement, any such apprentice Apprentice 

or servant may be 'apprehended by any Justice of the Peace ~~P~~~e~:~ 
the county where he is bound,' or where he may be found, and l·etw:ned. 

upon the complaint of the ~aster, or any other on his behalf, 
and returned to his master by any person to whom the w~-
rant may be directed; or may be first sent to the house of 
corre'ction, at the Justice's discretion. And every person ~ersons entic-

. . h ,". I ~ h' mg away such entIcmg any suc appr~ntIce or servant to e ope 1rom IS servants liable 

master, or harbouring him, knowing hini to have eloped, to damages. 

shall be liable to the master's action for all damages sustain-
ed thereby. And the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, eith- Court may also 
.. h' h hOb' d' h dischar"e ouch er In t e county were t e verseers III mg, or t e mas- apprentice~ on 

ter of any apprentice or servant bound, live, may al~o upon ~:~t~~~nt of 

complaint of such master, for gross misbehaviour, discharge 
such apprentice or ,servant froin his appren~iceship or ser-
vice, after due 'notice to such Overseers a~d hearing there-
upon. 

SEC. 8. Be it· jU1,the1' enaeted, That said Overseers Overseers may' 

h 11 h ·· k b' d ' b bind out pau-S a ave power to set to wor -, or III out to servIce y pers in certain 

deed,· as aforesaid, for a term not exceeding one whole year cases, 

at a time, all such persons residing and lawfully settled in 
their respective towns, or who have no such settlement 
within:this State, married or unmarried, upwards of tw.enty 
one,years of age, as are able of body, but have ~o visible 
means of support, who 'live idly and exercise no ordinary 
or daily lawful trade or business to get their living by; and 
also all persons who are liable by any law to be sent to the 
house of correction, upon such terms 'and ,conditions as they 
shall think ,proper. Provided always, That any person P,:rsons ag-

hink' h' h If ,. d b h d' f 'd gneved by do-t mg lID or erse. aggrIeve y t e omgs 0 Sa! ings of over-

Overseers in the premises may apply, by complaint, to the :::=;s~~:~~in 
Circuit Court of Common Pleas in the 'county where' they to c, C. Com. 

b d h 0 h 
. Pleas. 

are oun, or were the verseers w 0 bound them dwell, 
for relief; which Court, after due notice to the Overseers Proceedings in 

and to their masters, shall have power, after due hearirlO' such Court. 
, 0 

and examination, if they find sufficient causes, to liberate and . 
discharge the party complaining from his or her master, and. 
to release him or her from the care of the Overseers; oth-



536 RELIEF OF TI-IE POOR; 

erwise 'to dismiss the compiaint, and to give costs to eithel; 
, party or not, as the Court Iiiay think reasonable. 

!'aupers in un· SEC. 9. Be it furthe?' eriCtcied, That t4e poor persoris stand· 
~~~~~~~a~:; ing in need of relief, living without the bounds cif ariy incor­
under carefof porated town, shall be under tiie care of the Overseers cif 
overseers 0 . 

the /adjoining the poor, appointed in t:p.e adjoining town wherem the iilhab-
towD, where , . '," d .J 
.nch unincor- ~tants of such umncorporated pmce are usually taxe : ant! 
fs°:~a~:~, place the same Overseers shall have the like authority to bind 
Powefr andhdu. out the children of such poor persons, as they are vested 
ty 0 suc ' 
over,~ers re' with, respecting the chlidren of'persons .... in like cITcumstan-
spectmg such , h b' h' . h' h h . . d 
pauper.. ces, m a Itants of t e, town m w IC t ey are appomte • 

And such Overseers m.ay aiso set to work, or bind out as 
aforesaid, for a space not exceeding one whole year at a 
time, all such persons above the age of twenty one years, 
married or Urimarried,residing in their county, but without 
the hounds of a9-Y town, as are able of body, but have rio 
visible means of support; or who live idly, using no ordina­
ry daiiy lawful-trade or business to, get their' living by; or 
who are liable by any law to be sent to the hou'se of correc­
tion; and shall receive and apply their earnings (deauct.; 
ing reasonable charges) to the support .of them or their fam..; 
i1ies, if any they have, at their discretion; saving to such 
persons the like remedy for relief, if they think themselres 
aggrieved, as is by this Act provided for persoI)s set to 
work, or bound out for lifm causes 'by dver'seers of towns~ 
And 'for the prevention of poverty as well as lewdness, 

!,et'50ns keep- SEC. 10. Be it fU1'lher enacted, Thai any person who shall 
109 houses of b d' .. , . 
ill fame may be e suspecte of. keepmg a hbuse of III fanie, resorted to for 
~~:~J.:'~td o~n the purposes of prostitution or. lewdness, may be apprehend-
0.er.eer5. ed by warrant from any Justice of the Peace in the county" 

upon complaint of the' Overseers of the town wherein such 
Proceedings in house shall be; and upon convIction of such offence, before' 
sllch ca.::e .' . .... 

- , such Justice, or before the Circuit Court of Common Pleas; 
or presentment of the' Grand Jury, may be ordered to the 
house of correction, for a term not exceeding one month; 
and after such conviction, shall not be allowed to keep lodg­
ers or boarders, in 'any town without the license of the 

. Overseers· of the poor thereof. 
Orm:;ee!'5 to SEC. 11. Be it fim·ther enacted That it shall also be the 
provide for' , 
immediate re- duty of said .overseers in. their respective towns, to provide 
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fQr the immediate comfort and relief of all persons residing Iier of persons 

D d h · b 1 . . I in dislress,~c. or oun t erem, not ~ ongmg thereto, but havmg awful found in their 

ttl t · th h h c: 11' d' d towns hut set-se emen s III 0 .er towps, w en t ey la mto Istress an Uedel~ewhere. 

stand in need of immediate relief, and until they shall be re-
moved to the places of their lawful settlements' the ex- Such expenses, 
. , incurred with-

penses whereof, incurred ivithin three months next before in 3 months 
.. h b h d 1 f h' . hefore notice notIce gIven to t e _ town to e c arge ,as a so 0 t cn' re- may be recov: 

moval or of their burial, in case of their decease, may be ered ofhth", 
. . ~ town were 

sued for and recovered, either in a civil action by the town the pauper is 
. . h . h ' h' . . h le~ally settleu, Incul'rmg t e same, agaInst t e town w ereIll suc persons " 

'had such settlements, or in the method by cqmplaint, 
hereafter prescribed in and by this' Act: P1'ovidcd, Such Provided suit 

. 1 .' D d b d D be commenced actIon or comp amt or amages e commence or pre er- within 2 years 

red within two years after the cause of action arose but not afteractionac. 
, crues. 

otherwise. And in such civil action the settlement of the Settlement 

pauper shall not be contest{)d by the defendants, if it hath ~t h:u~~~t~s~~ 
been then adjudged to be in their town upon such prQ- ed, in case, 

cess as is herein after prescribed; otherwise it may be: Recovery in 

and a recovery in such action shall bar the town against such action to 

d· . h 1 be a bar which the same shall be had, from Isputmg i e sett ement again,t con-

f h ,- h' . h h . ,testin~ the o suc pauper In suc town, WIt t C town so recoverIng, In settle;;'entln a 

any future action or process, brought and prosecuted for snb;;equent 
. action, 

the support or removal of such pauper. _ 
SEC. 12. Be it }to,the1' enacted, That" the Overseers of the Overseers of 

. . . h' h h' 1 . h towns contain-poor In any town, In W IC t ere IS a county gao, are ere- ingagaol, may 

b h ' d dd' td h'd' . b h by their order y aut orlze an Irec e , at t eIr Is~retIOn, y t elr or· sctto work an; 

der in writing, to set to work, under their own direction, 01' prisoner fOr 
" debt charge. 

the directIOn of any other SUItable person, any debtor como. able to any 
'd ' . d town in the mltte . to prISOn upon mesne process Qr executIOn, an actu- State. 

ally chargeable to any town or distri~t in this State for his 
support : And the order of ~aid Over;;eers shall remain in 
force, until they shall revoke the same, QrsuSh prisoner ~;~~:::' ~h~i 
shall provide for himself: P1'ovided h07.vever, That no pris- notberequired 

1 I . d 1 . to labonr more oner sha 1 Je requIre to abour more than IS necessary than is neces-

to pay the expense of his support. And no prisoner shall ~~ :~~p~:t. 
be charCTeable to any town as a pauper, while such order of No prisoner to 

o . h' h 11 . " .. be chargeable 
the Overseers respectmg Iill s. a remalll In force, except to a town, as 

D h d fi ' f h" h f h' pauper during or tee clency 0 IS earmngs tQ p;;ty t e expense 0 IS continuance of 

support.. . such order, ex 
cept, ~c, 

SEC. 13. P.rovided neve1·theless: Be it fil1·ther enacted, That T0v.:ns sup-

every town which shall be liable for, and shall have paid ~~i::~rr:RY 
VOL. II. 11 
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recover the any -of the "charges of maintaining in prison, any person as 
expense, of the '. 
creditor who a pauper, hereafter commItted on mesne process· or execu-
~=tted tion, in any civil action, may recover the same in' an action 

at law against the creditor, at whose suit such debtor shall 
have been committed, and for the time he shall continue ~o 
imprisoned, at the suit of such creditor, at the rate of one dol­
lar and twenty five cents for the support of such debtor, 

Creditor iIi per week. P1'ovided however, That said creditor may, at any 
;~~: d~:~~:rge time, discharge his debtor, committed as aforesaid from 
d';bthtor'tS bo~y prison, and such' di~charge shall not operate to release the 
WI ou preJu-
dice to his de- debt.or from the debt and costs on which he was committed; 
mand. against h d " d h' h 11" h' h h his property. but suc "ebt an costs, toget er WIt a sums w IC t e 

creditor may have paid for the support of the debtor, in 
manner as herein before provided, shall be and remain a 
legal claim against the goods and estate of the 'debtor; his 
or her body being forever thereafter exempted from arrest 

No part oflbis therefor: PriJiJided also, That no part of this section shall ap-
fection to ap- 1 . C d b d C 
ply to debts P Y to any commItment 101" e ts contracte ; or lOr any 
~ontra1\'Tctedh b

4
e- cause of action which accrued on or previous to the four-

lore J.arc 1 , . 
1820. teenth day of March eIghteen hundred and twenty. 
Prisonk~eper's" SEC .. 14. Be it further enacted, That the keeper of the 
cOlllpenoation • h 11 b t'tl d . d f h f for keeping pnson s a e en 1 e to receIve at an a ter t e rate 0 

pauper prison- one dollar and twenty five cents per week, and no more, for 
erSt 
. the support of each debtor being a pauper in close confine-

ment .. 
~ersons actu- SEC. 15. Be it further enacted, That all persons actually 
ruly charge- " ,. 'd 
able to a" town chargeable, or who, through age ormfirmlty, 1 leness or 
~darob~I:,,~o~f dissoluteness; are likely to become chargeable to the places 
then'legal set~ wherein they are found, but. in which they have no lawful 
~~"" . " 

settlement, may be removed to the places of theIr lawful 
1\lode of pro- settlements, if they have a,ny.within the State. And in 01'­

o·eeding. der to effect such removal; (and also to recover the expense 
incurred for the relief· of such persons, if said Overseers 
choose that mode, in preference to a civil action) said Over­
seers may apply, by 'complaint to any Justice of the Peace 
in their county, not an inhabitant of their town\ which com­
plaint may be in substance as follows: 

Form of com· To' -' -"-':- a Justice of the Peace,. in and for the county of 
plaint. 

--. The town of-- in the said county, by the sub-
scribers, Overseers of their poor; complain and show that 
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-- now residentin said town is poor, and become chl:lrge~ 
able (or is likely to become chargeable) to said town;, and 
that his lawful settlement'is in -- in the,county of --. 
Wherefore your complainants pray that after a due course 
of proceedings ,had, the lawful'settlement of said -- may 
be adjudged to be in said town of --, and that he may ,be 
removed thither by warran t accordingly. Your complain~ 
ants further pray judgment for dam age~, for expenses iJ;lcur~ 
red on account of said --, an account whereof is annexed; 
and for such as may accrue until the time of judgment, and 
for costs. Dated at said -,- the day of -,- A. D.l,82 • 

A~ B. &c. Overseers. 
, Upon which complaint such Justice shall ,make out,and 

annex thereto a summons, directed to the Sheriff, or his, dep~ " 
uty, of the county where th~ town to be ' summoned is, iq 
substance as follows: 

SEAL. ss. To the Sheriff of the county of --, 
or his deputy, Greeting. 

',539 

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby requir- Form of su~· 
• • mons on such. 

ed to summon the town of-- ill saId county of--, to ap~ complaint. 

pear, if they see fit before me the subscriber, a Justice ofthe 
Peace in and for said county of--, on the --, day of 
-- at -' - of the clock in the -- noon, to shew ,cause, 
if any they have, why the prayer of the above written com, 
plaint should not be granted; by leaving an attested copy 
thereof, and of this summons,with, the Overseers of the said 
town of -- or some one,of them, thirty days before said 
-- day of --: and make return hereof, and of your 
doings herein,unto me, the said Justice, on or befQre the 
said -- day of --. Hereof fail not; Given under my 
ha,nd and seal the -- day of -'- in the year., Qf our 
Lord-- T. P. 

And such officer shall serve and return the same, his 
being an inhabitant of the town to be summ9ned, notwith, 
standing, for the same 'fees' as for other writs of summons. . 
And ~uch Justice shall summon the party to be removed, Pr~ceedhinl\"s 

. on sue com .. 
and other witnesses, and may, if he see cause, compel the plaint. 

appearance of the former by warrant, to be examined; and 
&hall hear his objections, to such removal, and may, for good 
ca~se, qmtinue the process, once, not exceeding three ~onths ~ 
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and -after due examination and hearing, whether the town 
summoned appears ot not, shall proceed to give judgment 
for or against the complainants, and make a record thereof 
in substance as follows: 

:F.Qarmb 0Jf rtree" - ss. A, t a Court held before me --'- Esa. a 
01' f Wi ee. ,-~ 

JustiCe of the Peace in and for the county of--, at--

J.ustice may 
issue his war .. 
rant of remO" 
val ; 

in said county, on the --' day of -- in the year of our 
Lotd one thousand eight hundred ai:ld-' ---. The town 
of -' '- in the county of -- complainants against the town 
of -- ih the county of --; shewing that -'-' now resi­
dent in said town of---, is poor -- and become chatge­
able, to that town (or is likely to become chargeable, as the 
fact may be) and that said town of-- is the"place of his 
lawful settlement, and praying it may be so adjudged, and 
that he may be removed thither: (and for damages tor ex­
penses incurred o~ account of such pauper, or that may 'be in­
curred, and fot costs:) The parties appear (or the' complain­
ants appear) but the said town of--, although solemnly 
called, doth not appear, but makes default; (as the case 
may be.) And after due examination and hearing, and on 
due consideration of the premises had, I do adjudge the 
same to be true; and I.do also adjudge that the lawful set­
lement of the said ---' ---' - is in the town of --, and that 
he be 'removed thither, and that the complainants recover' 
costs (or that the complainants recover the sum of --, 
damages for expenses incurred to this time for the support 
Of said 'as the case may require) [or if in the favour 
of -the town complained of, say,] I adjudge that the said -. --, 
is not likely to become chargeable to said town 01'--' ,or 
tllat the lawful settlement of said --' is not in said town of 
__ ; and th~tsaid town of --' recover costs. Recorded 
by me. ---- Justice of the Peace • 
. No costs, however, to be awarded for such town if default-

ed; but if the complaint be not entered,or be discontinued, 
or not prosecuted, the town complained of appearing, and 
praying therefor,shall recover costs. And upon judg­
ment of removal, such Justice may issue his warrant of re­
moval directed to, and to be executed by any Constable of 
the town from whence the person is to be removed, and to 
any particul~r person by name in the following form: 
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(SEAL.) -"-- ss. To any Constable of the town of--
in the county of --, or to Greeting. 

Whereas, at a Court held on --- before me ---, {arm thereof. 

Esquire, a Justice of the Peace in' and fot, the county of 
-" --, on the day of --" -, it was adjudged by 
me the said "Justice, that .' now resident in said town 
of -,--", is chargeable, (or likely to become chargeable, as 
the case may be) thereto; that his lawful settlement is in 
the town of in the County of ---, and that he be 
removed thither. I do therefore, in the name of the State 
oOVIaine, hereby authorize and require you forthwith to 
take, remove and convey, by 'land or water, as IIlay be 
most conve~ient, the said -- to the said town of --, and 
him deliver to the Overseers of the Poor thereof, or some 
one of them; who are hereby required 10 receive and pro­
vide for him as an inhabitant of that town. And of this 
warrant and of your doings herein, you are to make return 
to me, as soon as may be after you shall have executed the 
same. Given under my hand and seal the -- day of --, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight ·hundred and 
--. J. P. 

And such Overseers shall be obliged to receive and pro-
vide for such person accordingly; and said Justice may aI- Justice may 

so award execution for damages and costs; and may tax in ~i~:r~o;~"~: 
costs a reasonable sum for the expense of removal ; and the ages and costs. 

execution may be issued to, and may be executed by a 
proper officer in the county where the town is, against which 

. it issues : Provided always, That either party, as also any Appeal allow­

person who shall be adjudged likely to become chargeable, c~!~ ~ie~: ' 
and ordered to be removed, aggrieved at the judgment of 
such Justice, may appeal therefrom to the next Circuit Court 
of Common Pleas to be holden in and for the same county; 
and shall produce copies, and enter and prosecute the same 
as other appeals are. And said Court shall hear and de- Proceeding; 

'h . h J d d lik on <uch up-termme t e same WIt out a ury, an mayawar e war- peal~ . 

rant for removal,and like execution for damages ar;td costs, 
mutatis mutandis; or may on complaint, affirm thejudgment 
of the Justice with additional damages and costs, where the 
appeal is not prosecuted, and carTY such jud~mentinto ex~ 
ecution. 
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Complaint SEC. 16. Be itjitrther enacted, That s-uch complaint may 
-may be made ..' 
originally to be originally made by said Overseers, if they see fit, to the 
~ie~: Com, Circuit Court of Common Pleas in their County, by filing 

the same with the Clerk of said Court and procuring a lil{e 
summons from him~ mutatis mu!andis, and causing the same 

Proceedings in to be served in time and manner ,as aforesaid; as also sum-
said Court on ' . . 
sucb com· - mons for the party,- tobe removed, and for witnesses; and 
plaint. such CoUrt, up(;m such complaint shall proceed to hear, de-

. termine, adjudge and grant warrant and execution in the 
same manner as in cases coming before them by appeal; 
and in all their adjudications in the premises, they shall state 
the facts upon which their -judgments are founded; to the 

l\Iay be cor- end that error therein, if any, may be corrected by writ of 
rected on er- . h S J d' . 1 C h' h . h rorinSupreme error, III t e upreme u ICla ourt; to w Ie elt er par-
JlId, Court. tyaggrieved shall be entitled, if purchased within a_year, 

Proceeding! 
thereon in 
Sup. J uelicia! 
Court. 

btlt not otherwise; and upon which, if judgment be re­
versed -such judgment shall be given as ought to have 
been given below; and the plaintiffs in error -shall be re­
stored to all they lost by such erroneous judgment with 
costs; but if the judgment be affirmed, the defendants 
shall recover costs. And said Supreme Judicial Court 
may send to said Circuit· Court of Common Pleas, and re­
quire them to state ~hat some material ones were omitted in 
the statement aforesaid,; or .to explain such as do_not.appeal' 
to the Court to be clearly stated; unless a new statement 

Depo.itions be agreed to by the parties. And depositions may be used 
may be used h J' 11 .. 
in such cases. before t e ushce, as we as the CIrCUit Court of Common 

Pleas, on the. h'ial of such complaints, when taken legally and 
for legal cause. And when expenses for support of a pauper 
are prayed for in such complaint, the same complaint may 
be,proceeded upon to judgment, so far as respects his settle­
ment and such expenses; the decease of the pauper pend­
ing the complaint notwithstanding. 

t Orerseers, be- SEC •. 17. P1'(rtJided always: Be it furthe·., enacted That 
fore legal pro- - _ ' 
ce~., may. s~nd said- Overseers may in all cases, if they judge it. expedient, 
Wrltten nollce. h I" . J . f h P 
to the town prev10us to any suc app lcahon to any ustIce 0 t e eace, 
supposed to be or of the Circuit Court of Common Pleas to - send a written chargea ble, _, . 
~c. to remore notification, stating the facts relating to any person actually_ 
the pauper. h bl h . -f h become c argea e to t ell' town, to one or more 0 t e 

Overseers of the place where his settlement is suppo.sed to. 
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be, and requesting them to remove him, which they shall 
have power to do by a written order directedJo any partic­
ular person by name, who is hereby authorized and requir-

~43 

ed to obey the same' and if such removal is not effected, If no re.IDo,:al, 
• '.. • • nor objectIOn 

nor objected to by them, III wrItmg, after such notIce, to be !'" ~ade with-

delivered in writing, within two months after such notice to ~~e;;e:so~~y 
the Overseet.s of the town requesting such removal, or to. remove the . 

. pauper to hiS 
some one of them' then such Overseers may remove such place of Eet-

'"' 'b' tlement. person by land or water as IS most convement,. y a WrIt- . 
ten order directed to, and to be served by any persons who 
shall be particularly mentioned in such order, to said place 
of his supposed settlement, the Overseers whereof shall 
be obliged to receive and provide" for him; and their town Alnd such hall b 

' . pace E e 
sha:llbe liable for the expenses of his support and removal; liable to pay 

b d b ' fi 'd b h ' such e"pense to e recovere y actIOn as a oresal , y t e town mcur- and be barred 

ring the same' and shall be barred from contesting the ques- ~roln contest-
, m a the settle-

tion of settlement with the plantiffs in such an action. And m~nt of the 

if any perRon lawfully removed agreeably to this Act, to the ~~~~:~ ~eturn-
Place of his lawful settlement within this State, shall volunta- ing, aftelrtsucbh . remova 0 e 
rily return to the town from which he was removed, without punished as a 

h ' h h 11 d d b d d ·vagabond. t elr cOl)sent, e s a be eeme a vaga on ; an upon con-
viction thereof, before any Justi~e of the Peace in the same 
county, may be sent to the house of correction. 

SEC. 18. Be it farther enacted, That said OverseeJs shall O,erseers to 
. . support, or 

also reheve and support, and in case of their decease, de- bury poor pe:-

I b 11 'd' fi d - h' Eons found 111 cent y ury a poor persons resl mg.or oun In t elr tPlVl1S, their towns, 

baving no lawful settlements withi.n this State, when they htla'ingt~o 5Ie}-
emen ]D t lIS 

stand in need; and may employ them, as other paupers State,. or· may 
", employ them. 

may be, the expense whereof may be recovered of theIr re- Expemes how 

lations, if they have any, chargeable by law for their sup- paid. 

port, in manner herein before pointed out, otherwise it shall 
be paid out of the respective town treasuries;- and all mon- Money for Ii­
, • 'C I' d il' h ld d censes on re­les accrumg Jor lcenses grante to reta ers, mn 0 ers an tailerE,innhold-

victuallers, shall be paid into the respective town treasur- crs: ~c. to be 
'. prod mto town 
les, where such licenses are granted for the benefit of tne treasuries for 

f th . 'd 1 h . h d benefit of the poor 0 e sal town; any aw to t e contrary notwlt stan - poor, 

ing; and upon complaint of such Overseers any Justice of Such panper, 

the Peace in his county may by warrant directed to and may ~e selll 
. ., ouL of State. 

which may be executed by, any Constable of their town, or 
any partifular person by name, cause such pauper to be· 
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sent and conveyed by land or water to any other State, or to 
any place beyond sea, where he belongs, if the Justice 
thinks proper, he may be conveniently removed at the 

or employed expense of the town; but if he cannot be so removed, he 
in lVork house,. d 
~c, may be sent to and relieved and employe in the house of 
Town liable to correction or work house, at the expense of the town; and 
k"{ur~~e~; every town shall be holden to pay any expense which 
inhabit:,nt, ~c, shall be necessarily incurred for the relief of any pau-
for ,'ehef of " 
pauper, per by any mhabItant, not liable by law for his or her sup-

port, after notice and request made to the Overseers of 
the said town, and until provision shall be made by them, 

Intemperate And where any poor person being in any town in this 
b:us~~; ~"lhe State, and standing in need of assistance for support, and 
hous,e of' cor- who is notoriously subject to habits of intemperance, it shall 
rectlOo, to be , 
maintained at be the duty of the Overseers of the poor m such town, to ap-
the expense of I b " I' , db" f 'd 0 town'where he p y y comp amt sIgne y a majorIty 0 Sal verseers, to 
is settled, or?f any Justice of the Peace in such county who shall issue a 
the county, ill , , 

ca,e, warrant thereon against such person; and after a hearing 
before suchJustice, if he shall adjudge, that such person is 
notoriously subject to habits of intemperance, he 'shall order' 
him committed to the house of correction, to be supported, 
at the expense of the town, in which he has a' settlement; 
and when not an inhabitant within the State, at the expense 
of the county, till discharged by the joint order of tbe Over­
see~s of the town in which such house of correction is situa- ' 
ted, and two Justices of the Peace, 1m1lS quoruTil. 

Towns having SEC; 19. Be it fiwthe)' enacted" That the inhabitants of 
mcurre,d e~u-p any town within this State, who have incurred expense fOl' pense ill. - , 

porting pau- the support of any pauper, whether he was legally charge a-
pel', c')'c, may " 
recover !he ble to them by means of hIS settlement or ,not, may recover 
:=~:YJ:'::p- the same against such person, his executors or administra­
re,eotatives, tors, in an action of assumpsit, for money paid, laid out, and 

expended for his use. 
On de<lth of SEC. 20 Be it fil7'the7' enacted, That upon the death of 
~::r.e~~;~~e any pauper, who at the time of his decease shall be actually 
P?ssetlission of chargeable to any town within this State, the Overseers of hIS e eets. . . 

the poor of such town may take in~o their possession' all 
Ifd~e~ebe,no the personal property belollginofT' to such pauper. And if 
a mlnIstratIOn \ 

within 30 days no administration shall be taken upon the estate of such pau-
such effects , h' h' , d " f h' d 'd 0 
mll{be sold to per, WIt In t Irty ays a ter IS ecease, sal verseers· 
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riiay sell so much of such property, as may be necessary to pay ·espenses. 
" / . • . .. . ' • ." ~c. by over-
repay the expensesmcurred fdr'such pauper. And If any seers. 

pait of such property shall be'withheld from said Overseers, ~:::5::~~may 
they' shall have the same remedy for the recovery' of such remedYJli,t°tsr~-

. . ' cover r eC 
property; or thevalue'thereof, that- an adminiStrator df the with!I~ld., ~s . 

estate' of said pauper' might have in like case; . . ~~r~5tra-
SEC. 21.-, Be il further enacted, That in all actions and In all actions. 

, .. . • ." . • .. ~'c, by com· 
prosecutions by complamt founded on thIs Act, for or agamst plaint, ~c. 

any town, or against any 'individual, them-erseers of the ~;~::;r~;ay 

P-001' thereof or any person by writing under their hands themselves or. 
, .' ' .' . ',' , attorney, ~-c. 

appointed, shall and may appear, prosecute or defend the 
same to final judgment and execution, ill beha,lf of such 
town; and every ad and thing required or authoriped by 
thern to be done by this Act, may be done by them, or the 
major part of them. 
. 8];c.22. Be it further enacted; That if any person shall P~nal,ty for 

b· . d l' d' d' . ' brmgmgor rmg an eave any poor an m Igent person m any town leavi~g a paa. 

in this State, whereihsuch pauper is not lawfully settled, f;,~~~rehe 
knowing him to lie poor and indigent; he shall forfeit and has no settle. 
, . . ment, 
pay the slim of sixty dollars for every such offence; to be 
sued for and recovered by, and' to the use of such town, by 
action of debt, in any Court proper to try the same. 

SEC. 23. Be it further enacted, That the plantations in Planlat!ons 
. h b' . may raISe mo-thIS State, be and t ey here yare, empowered to raIs~ neyforsupport 

money for the, relief and support of the poor therein; to be ~!cer:eo~u;nd 
applied by the Assessors thereof; and all monies accruing on licenses, 

for licenses as aforesaid, in plantations, shall be paid into 
the respective treasuries thereof for this purpose • 

.. [Approved March 21,1821.] 

-00---

CHAPTER' cXt'Ym. 
An Act to prevent the introduction of Paupers from foreign ports or place!, 

BE it enacted by the Senate' and Hot/se of Repr~- Master to 

sentatives, in Legislature assembled, That when any ship or lea~e thre .. *. names 0 .pa! 
vessel havmg any passengers on board, who have no settle- senge:s ."'it~ 

. h' h' Sill ' h b the mer.eer •• ment WIt III t IS tate, S la arrIve at any port or ar our . 
, within the State, the'master of such.ship or vessel shall, be­
fore suchpassenger~ come on shore, leave a . list of their 

YOLo II." 12 
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