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Penalty on 
, surveyor for, 

neglect. 

GUIDE POSTS. 

the purposes aforesaid,.in the same way and manner as sur-' 
veyors of highways are empower;ed to collect town high
way taxes, in and by "An Act directing the method of lay
ing out, and making, provision for th~ repair ang amend
ment of highways;" and if any such surveyor shall neglect 
or refuse to pay over the monies so collected to such per..; 
son or persons as he, in his warrant of distress shall be re-
quired, when demanded, he shall be liable to the same pen
alties as in and by the said laws is provided, in case of sur-
veyors failing to pay over monies to the town Treasurer in 
the lilre case. ' 

[Approved February 28, 1821.J 

-00-' 

CHAPTER CXX. 

An kc{ making pro~ision for erecting Guide Posts upon public Roads. 

Towns, ~c. to SEC. 1. BE it enaCted by the Senate and Holtse of Represen~ 
erect and keep . • L . l bl d Th . h II b h d f guide posts. tatwes, In egzs ature assem e, at It s a e t e uty 0 

the inhabitants of the several towns in this State, and also 
suth piantations as are assessed in any public tax, to pro
vide, erect, and keep in i'epair such guide posts upon all pub
lic roads, at such places, and in such maImer, as is hereafter 
in this Act provided. 

Selectinen,~t:. SEC. 2. Be it fitrthe1' enacted, That the Selectmen of the 
to direct where several towns and the Assessors of all 'plantations assessed 
they shall be ' , ' , 
placed, and a in any public tax, in this Slate, be and they hereby are au-
record of such h .' d 'd . d f . . fi d d 
places to be t onze an reqUIre rom tIme to tIme to x an eter-
made. mine upon such places at the corners and angles of all roads 

in the several towns and plantations aforesaid, at which the 
said guide posts shall be erected and kept, as in their judg
ment shall be found necessary and convenient, and shall 
cause a fair record thereof to be entered and kept among 
the records of the said towns or plantations. ' 

Manner of SEC. 3. Be it fitrther enacted, That the guide posts 
~oe:' construc- to be erected and kept in pursuance of this Act, shall be con

structed in manner following, that is to say; there shall be, 
erected at the several corners or angles of the roads afore~ 
:;aid, at such places as shall be ordered by the Selectmen of 
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towns, or Assessors of the plantations aforesaid, a substantial 
post of not less than eight feet in heIght, upon the upper end 
of which shall be placed a board or boards, upon each .of 
which boards shall be plainly and legibly painted the name 
of the next town, with such other noted town or place, as. 
may be judged most expedient for the direction of travel-
lers, to which each of the roads may lead, together with the 
distance or number of miles to the same; and also the figure 
of a hand with the fore finger thereof pointing towards the 
town or place to wbich the said roads may lead: Provided 
neve1·theless, That the inhabitants of the several towns and Towns may 

. . . d " agree on a sub· 
plantatIons aforesaId, duly qualifie to vote 10 town or plan- slitute for such 

tation affairs, may, if they judge fit, annually agree upon guide posts. 

some suitable substitute in the room of said guide posts, and 
appoint any proper person or persons to superintend the 
erecting the same • 
. SEC. 4. Be it jiu1,the1' 'enacted, That if the inhabitants of Penalty ~n 

towns lor 
any of the towns or plantations aforesaid shall neglect their neglect. -

or . refuse to erect and maintain said guide' posts in such 
places and in such manner as is herein provided, the said in-
babitants shall forfeit and pay,to the use of the State, five 
dollars for every month which they sha.ll so neglect or re-
fuse: And if the Selectmen of the several towns or Asses- On selectmen, 

h . I I . - C 'd h ~c. for theil-sors of t e severa p antatlOns aloresal ,s all neglect or re- neglect. . 

fuse to,.fix and determine upon any places in the towns and 
plantations aforesaid, at which the said guide posts . shall be 
erected and· kept, by the time in this Act set and limited, the 
said Selectmen or Assessors shall forfeit and pay, to the 
use of the State, five dollars for every month which tbey . 
shall so neglect or refuse; said penalties and forfeitures to 
be recovered by indictment of the Grand Jury in the county 
where the offence. may be committed. . 

SEC. 5. Be it fU1·ther enacted, That if any person shall in- ~e?alty f?~ in' 

jure, mar or deface any guide post, or its substitute agreed ~~':~sg g~I~~b. 
upon as aforesaid, or board wbich shall be set up, as is in stitutes. 

this Act provided, and be convicted .thereof before any Jus. 
tice of the Peace witbin this State, such person, so convicted, . 
shall forfeit a sum not more than six dollars nor less than two 
dollars; one half to' the complainant, and the other half to 



528 DRAINS, &c. 

the use of the town or plantation in which such guide post 
or its substitute, so injured, marred or defaced was set up,' 
and shall pay all costs of the prosecution. 

[Approved February 28, 1821.] 

--00--

CHAPTER CXXI. 

An Act for ,regulating Drain~ and common Shores. 

Penalty for SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and Hause of Rep1'e- -

~~~~;: :?,c. sentatives, in Legislat·ureassembled, That if any person shall 
to.Jhay drains dig or break up the ground in any highway, street or lane 
WIt ant can- . . 
sent of select- in any town, for the laying, altering, repairing or amending 
men. of any drain or common shore without: the consent of the 

Selectmen of the town, signified in writing, under the hand 
of the Town Clerk, such person shall forfeit and pay four 
dollars for each offence, to the use of the poor of the town, 
to be recovered with costs of suit, in an action of debt, by 
the Treasurer thereof, before any disinterested Justice of 
the Peace in the county. 

How common SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That.all drains and common 
shores must be shores for the draining of cellars which shall hereafter be 
made. 

Owners of .. 

made or repaired in any streets or highways, shall be sub-
stantially done with brick or stone, or with such other ma
terials as the Selectmen of the town shall permit; and in 
such manner as the said Selectmen shall direct. And when 

private dr
d 

allS anyone or more of the inhabitants of any town, shall, by 
connecte 
with main the consent and under the direction aforesaid, at his or their 
drain, to assist . h k d I h' d . 
in pa)ing ex- own c arge, ma e an ay any common s are or maID raID, 
pense of it- for the benefit of themselves and others who may think fit 

to join therein; every person who afterwards shall enter his 
or her particular drain into the same; or by any more re
mote means shall receive any benefit thereby, for the drain
ing of their cellars or lands, shall be held to pay to the own
er or owners of such common shore or main drain, a pro
portionable part of the charge of making or repairing the 

Amount to be same, to be ascertained -and determined by the Selectmen of 
settled by se- the town or a maJ' or part of them and certified· under their 
lectmen or ' 
Court of Ses- hands; saving always to the party aggrieved at any such 
sions. 

determination, aright of appeal to the Court of Sessions. 
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