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ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 



YOLUME THE SECOND. 

Page. ' 
463 Line 7 of page, dele the word whole 
464 ·Sec. 8 L. 12 of Sec. for lawns read 'town 
484 27 6 at the' end of the line insert the 

word Ihat 
492 43 11 rifter the word owing insert 10 
496 47 25 for duly read body 
500 54 3 at the end of the line dele the 
506 7, 6 after the word 0>' dele 10 
515 L. 28 of p. for highway read highways 
517 S. 16 L. 11 of S. after the word be insertlhe 
518 18 9 for of read or 
520 23 11 before the word p"oprielo,'s in-

sert the 
523 L. 6 of p. after the word person insert of 
52:3 last for cannot read can 
526 9 for laws read law 
533 16 for assessments read assessment 
534 13 for appears read appear 
535 4 at the end of the line insert of 
535 3 from bat.tam of p. for causes read cause 
537 S. 12 L. 2 of S. farin read of 
539 L. 11 of p. between the words Ihe and day should 

be a'--' . 
539 15 for where read wherein . 
543 S. 18 L. 13 of S. dele Ihe before the word said 
545 21 7 for and read or 
546 1 6 for Ihis read Ihus 
547 2 7 for this read thus 
547 2 11 for in capacity read incapacity 
553 L. 2 of p. at the end of the line insert such 
556 S. 1 L. 18 of p. for master read masters 
557 L. 1.S,af p. for in read of 
560 S. 7 L. 4 afS. for Court of Sessions read Courts 

of Sessions 
566 1 7 for every read any 
570 9 5 after the word them iasert as 
572 12 5 after the word fine insert of 
573 1 3 for and read or 
576 L. 18 of p. for pounds read ounces 
576 last line of the page dele and 
591 S. 5 L. '2 of S. before tbe word action iasert an 
592 3 3 for time read times 
601 L. 11 afp. at the end of the line insert drawn 

. After p. 604 read p. '605' iastead of' 506' 
604 S. 12 L. 2 of S. after the word passing insert on 
606 for Sec. 14 read Sec. 16 
608 S. 22 L. 5 of S. for monies read money 
610 3 18 dele any 
614 4 4 farfunnel readfund 
617 L. 5 of the page dele a ' . 
617 S. 1 L. 6 of S. for purpose read purposes 
62l 1 9 for sud, Tead said 
622 3 16 for or read on 
624 2 12 after the word "eturns insert as 
626 3 6 before the word Cashier insert the 
631 4 '3 before the end '!f' the S. for COUl·S. read 

coa'1"se 
634 16 5 of S. for inspecled read 1minspeeted 
635· 17' last for aHd read or 

.638 L. 9 of p. for and read 0" /; 

642 7 dele who 
643 S. 4 L. 6. of S. dele are after and 
650 4 14 before the word also insert as 
656 12 3 for on read or 
B;;S in the title, after th" word .ilclinsertfo,· 

Page. 
663 S. 2 L. 6 of S. dele of 
666 5 2 after the word Governor insert, 

and Council 
666 5 last for his read Ihe 
667 L. 3 of the page, dele who 
668 S. 10 L.' 1 of S. for where read when 
669 L' 3 of p. for eJfect read.airect 
670 S. 5 L. 7 of S. for the read such 
671 L. 2 of p. lorin read on 
672 S. 9 L. 3 of S. for make read mark 
672 11 2 for and "ead or 
672 11 8. before the word eacldnsertfor 
674 2 7 betore the word d1"1)ing insert Ihe 
676.L. 5 afp. for not read none 
677 4 for qualin) read quantity 
681 Sec. 4 last line of Sec. after the word awne,. insert 

or owners 
682 Sec. 5 L. 2 of Sec. dele away 
684 '2 3 for gala read gala 
686 4 2 fa1" on read or 
687 3 6 before the word stamped in, 

'·sert 'fwt 
68S L. 24 of p. before the word alms at the begin-

n~ng of thE: line insert the 
694 L. 15 of p. after the word shall iusert aisQ 
694 16 after the WOl"d of insert Ihe 
695 12 lor usage read usages 
716 8 for fixed read aJjixed 
723 6 from bottom of p. dele in 
734 Sec. 51 L. 4 of Sec. before the word auditi('g 

insert the . 
·742 L. 4 of p. after the word orders insert, to be 
741 L. ;3 fraUl bottalO of p. before the word "<Juso 

insert shall 
745 Sec. 1 L. " of Sec. before the lVard good insert six 
746 2 15 betore tbe word advice dele Ihe 
751 5' 11 for owners reau olDner 
751 5 15 for taking read laken 
7&1 5 25 for owners read owner 
753 8 23 for spa,'s read spar 
754 10 3 after the word Or insert any 
758 L. 2 of p. for saies read sal. 
759 24 for minor read minors 
76[ 19 for another read any other 
761 last dele other 
762 22 before the word fish insert any 
766 6 after the word notice insert is 
766 Sec. 5 L. 6 of Sec. 101' damages read damage 
769 4 14 dele to the 
772 first word of the p. for damage read damages 
774 Sec. 2 L. 7 of Sec. for and read or 
774 2 14 for any read eve,'y . . 
775 1 3 farpaasing read passing 
iii L~ 17 of p. for these read their 
7S0 14 for ninth read twenty ninth 
7&0 35 for su"teenth read seventeenth 
788 25 for eight read eighth 
790 28 . after the wow .!:let insert providing 
791 13 alter the word for dele the 
791 14 after the IVard idle dele and 
7.93 5 for gala read gala 
793 27 after the word .fict dele for , 
797 4, at the end of the line for eight rea,d 

eighlh , 
SOS 34 fOl'from read upon 
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he or they shall _have an action or actions ~gainst the'town mode ~d na-
• ture of IDdetu-

or plantation, to recover the full value of the estate so levIed nity for such 
- d k . h . h d t th inhabitants. upon an ta en, WIt mterest t ereon, compute a e 

l'at~ of twelve per centum per annum, from the time the said 
~tate ~as taken, with legal costs of suit: .and at the trial, 
the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall be admitted toprovethe real 
and true value of the estate so taken, at the time the same 
was levied upon. And in order that such action or actions 
-may be -supported against a plantation: 
. SEC. 64. Be it further enacted, That each plantation in PI~tations 

. h' h S -' subject to' thIS State, from w IC any tate tax or taxes now rem am same liabilities 

clue anp unassessed, or from which any State or county tax ~~~h\~':."s!~. 
shall hereafter be rt:quired as aforesaid; be and hereby- is 
made a body politic and corporate for the purposes afore-
said, and liable to such action or actions, with full power to 
defend the same in the same manner as towns by law may 
defend suits against them. 

- [Approved March 21, 1821.] 

--:00:--

CHAPTER CXVII. 

An Act to provide for the Education of Youth. 

Whereas the Constitution of thls State has declarea that a generol iliffusion of Preamble. 
the advantages of educatiou is essential to the preservatiou of the rights and lib-
erties of the people, nud has made -it the duty of the Legislature to require the 
several towns to mnke suitable provision at their own e:<pense for the support 
and m~tenance of public .chools: -

SEC. 1. BE it enac~ed by .the Senate and House of Jlep1'e- Amountoim~. 
sentatives, in Legislatitre -assembled, That every tow~ and ne

y
all-to he. and-. nu y raIse 

plantation shalLmmuaUy. raise and expend for the mainte- and expeuded 

d
· I' - . for schools, in 

Dap.ce an support of schoo s therem,.to be taught by school each town and 

masters duly qualified, a sum of money including the mcome plantation. 

of any ir"tcorpOI:ated school fund not l~ss than forty cents 
for each inhabitilnt, theuumber to be cOIl}-puted according 
to the next pre'ceding census of the Stat~;by which the rep, 
resentation thereof has been apportion!~:.Pr07Jided,· That 
a part,not exceeding one third of the money allotted to any 
district, may, if the district so deter.mine, be applied to the 
support of a school taught by a n;J.istr~s~, or when the sum 
50 allotted to a district in any.year;··sp.aILnot exceed thirty 
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five dollars, the whole may be expended in the same man~ 
nero 

Duty of pl'esi' SEC; 2. Be 1:t fiwther e1tacted, That it shall be the duty 
dents and in· f h P 'd' 
stmctors of 0 t e reSl ents, Professors, and Tutors of Colleges, and 
cpollegest , andf the preceptorsancr teachers of academies, and all othe.r in-
~~=o . . .. 

academics, to· structors of youth, to take diligent care and exert' their best 
wards theu' ~ 
pupils. endeavours to Impress on the minds of children' and youth 

committed to their care and instruction, the principles of 
piety and justice, and a sacred regard to truth, love to their 
country, humanity and universal benevolence; sobriety, 
industry, and frugality; chastity, moderation' and temper­
ance; and all other virtues which are'th'e ornaments of hu­
man society: and it shall be the duty of such instructors to 
endeavour to lead those under their/care (as their ages and 
capacities will admit) into a particular understanding of the 
tendency of the before mentioned virtues, to preserve and 
perfect a republican constitution, and secure. the blessings 
of liberty as well as to promote their future happiness, and 
the tendency of the opposite vices to slavery and ruin .. 

School com· SEC. 3. Be it jUYihe1' enacted, That there shall be chos­
ffihittee tat be en by ballot at the annual meeting, in each town and plan-
e OEeu a an· 

lIual Dleetings. tation, a superintel)ding school committee, consisting of not 
less than three nor mor'e than seven persons, l"hose duty it 
shall be, to examine school masters, and mistresses, proposing 

Dutya.ud pow· to teach school therein. And it shall be the duty of such 
~~~lI~;i(~:~:l 'committee to visit and inspect the schools in'their respective -, 

towns and plantations, and inquire into the regulations and 
discipline thereof, and the proficien~y of the scholars there: 
in, and use their influence and' best endeavours, that' the 

'youth in. the several districts regularly attend the schools; 
and the said committee shall have the power to dismiss any 
schoot'master or mistress who shall be found incapable, or 
unfit to teach any school, notwithstanding their having procur­
ed the requisite certificates; but the towns and plantations 
shall be bound to pay such instructors for the time they have 
been employed; and the superintending committee shaH have 
power to direct what school books shall be used in the res-

Tml'lls to pective schools; and at the meeting for the choice of town 
chom:c ag'ents , 1 d' 
foreachschool officers, there shall be chosen an agent for each schoo IS-' 
district. trict, whose duty it shall be, to hire the school masters, or 
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mistresses for their respective districts, and to provide the 
necessary fuel and utensils for the schools. If any par- School books 

• • " to be furnish-
ent, master or guardIan, shall, after notIce given him by the ed by parents, 

. f h I c. I fu guardians 4·c. master or mistress 0 any sc 00, relUse or neg ect _to 1'- ' 

nish their several scholars with suitable b<?oks, the Select-
men of the town or Assessors of the plantation thereof, 
on being notified by such master or mistress, shall furnish lIn cas he of neg-

. ect, ow Stlp-

the same at the expense of the town or plantation, which ex- plied. 

pense shall be added to the next town or plantation tax of 
such parent, master' or guardian. 

SEC. 4. Be it ftlrthe1' enacted, That no person shall be No alien to bl} 
- . • employed as a 

employed as a school master, unless he shall be a CitIZen of schoolmaster. 

the-United States, and shall produce "a certificate from the 
superintending school committee of the town, or plantation 
where the 'school is to be kept, and also from some person of 
liberal education, literary pursuits and good moral character 
residing within the' county, that he is well qualified to instruct 
youth in reading, in writing the English language grammati-
cally, and in arithmetic, and other branches oflearning usual-
ly taught in public schools; and also a: certificate from the 
Selectmen of the town or Assessors of the plantation where 
he belohgs, that, to the best of their knowledge, he is a per-
son of sober life and conversation, and sustains a good mor-
al character.' And no person shall be employed as a school 'Certificate of 
. . I -h I II d till qualificatioris mistress un ess s e s la pro uce a cel' cate from the su- 'of master and 

Perintending school committee of the town or plantation mistresses to 
be produced. 

where the school is to be kept, that she is suitably qualified 
to teach the English language grammatically, and therudi. . 
ments, of arithmetic, - and produce satisfactory evidenc'e of 
her good moral character. 

SEC. 5. Be it fU1·ther enacted, That it shall be the duty As:essors to 
. . aSSIgn to each 

of the Assessors of each town and plantatIOn to assign to district its 

each school district, a proportion of the money ~aised in ~~;~e of mo­

each year for the support of schools according to the num-
ber of children therein, between the ages of four and tweaty 
.one years; and the Assessors of towns shall certify such as-
signment to the Selectmen: P.rovided, That whenever any Proviso, 

town or plantation' shall raise a sum of money exceeding 
'that required by this Act, such surplus may be distributed 
, among the several school districts, in such manner as the 

VOL. II. 7 
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Penalty: for town or plantation may determine. And if any town or 
neglectlDg to .. 
raise and ex:- plantation shall fall to rmse and expend annually for the sup-
~:;d r~;.::'ed port of schools the amo~nt of money required by this Act, 
by this Act. they shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than twice, nor more 

than four times the amount 'of such failure or deficiency. 
Penalty for And any person who shall- teach any school required by 
teachiD~ h' A' . h d' 'h' 'h scbool ;ithout t IS ct, WIt O.ut pro uCillg pnor to IS commencillg t e 
certificate. same the certificates required by this Act, shall forfeit and 

pay seventy five cents for each day he shall so teach such 
school, and shall be barred froill recovering of any . town, 
plantation, or person, any pay for teaching such school. 

Penalties bow. SE~. 6. Be itfu·rthe?' enacted, That all forfeitures and pen-
to be reCover- I' !" b h f hi A h II b db' d' ed. a tIes lor a reac 0 t s ct, s a e recovere y ill ICt-

ment or information, before any Court of competent juris­
Duty of Grand diction; and it shall be the duty of all Grand Jurms, to make 
fu=~~ . 
this act. due presentment thereof, ill all cases that shall come to 

their lmowledge, and such penalty when recovered, shall, 
in' all instances be paid into the treasury of the town, or 
plantation where tbe same was incurred for the support of 
schools therein, in addition to the sum annually required to 
be raised by this Act, and the cost of prosecution into the 
county treasury. And if any town or plantation shall ne­
glect for the space of one year so to appropriate and expend 
any fine or penalty, they shall forfeit the same, to be recov­
ered in an action of debt to the use of the person who may 
sue therefor. 

Each town and SEC. 7. Be it IUI·the?' enacted, That the several· towns and 
plantation may I . b d h h b . . 
determine the p antatlOns, e, an t ey ere yare authorIzed and empow-
i:,~~e~rd ered to determine the number; and define the limits of school 
s<:hool dis- districts within the same; and each and every school dis-
tncts. . . 
Di.tricts,inacle trict in this State is hereby made a body corporate, with 
corporatIons. b d dId h ld power to sue or to esue, an to ta {e an 0 any estate, 

real ~r personal, for the purpose of supporting a school or 
schools therein, and to apply the same agreeably to the 
provisions of this Act, independently of the money raised by 
ihe town for tbat purpose .. 

School dis- SEC. 8. Be it jurthe1' enacted, That the inhabitants of 
!ri.cts may hI" lifi d ra"e money any sc 00 dIStrIct, qua e to vote in town affairs, be and 
~~E~~clry pur. t4ey hereby are empowered, at any district meeting called 

in manner hereinafter provided, to raise' money for the pur-
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pose of erecting, repairing, purchasing or removing a school. 
house and of purchasing land upon which the same may 
stand, and utensils therefor, and to determine where the­
said school hotise shall be erected or located in said dis-

50i 

trict·, and also to determine at what age the youth within tanddmid!l'e.ct as
t
" 

. . oa SSlOno 
such district may be admitted into a school kept by a mas- scholars, 
tel' or mistress, and whether any scholars shall be admitted 
into such school from other school districts. 

SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, That for the purposes afore- ~rodeofa",eR' 
, h " d" 'd h 11 b slOg and col, saId, all lands, wether Improve or uOlmprove , sa. electing monies 

taxed in the district in which they lie i and the Assessors raistedfforhsulP-- . por 0 sc 00'. 

of any town or plantation, shall assess in the same manner 
. as town taxes are assessed on the polls and estates of the 
inhabitants composing any school-district, in their town or 
plantation, and on lands lying within the same, helonging to 
persons not living therein, all monies voted to be raised by 
the inhabitants of such district, for the purpose aforesaid, 
within thirty days after the Clerk of the district shall have 
certified to said,Assessors the sum voted by the said district, 
to be raised as aforesaid. And it shall be the duty of said 
Assessors to make a warrant in due f()rm of law, directed to 
one of the Collectors of their town or plantation, requiring 
and empowering said' Collector to levy and collec't the tax, 
so assessed, and pay the same, within a time limited by said 
warrant, to the Treasurer of the town or plantation, to whom 
a certificate of the assessment shall be made by the Asses­
sors i and the money so collect.ed and paid shall be qt. the 
disposal of the committee of the district, to be by them ap­
plied agreeably to the, vote of their district as aforesaid. 
And such Collector in collecting such taxes shall have the 
same powers and be holden to proceed in the same manner, 
as is by law provided in collecting town taxes. 

SEC. 10. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of any Powers of 
1 ' h h 11 ' ' 'fi f h toWn and town or p antatlOn, w 0 s a receIve a certI cate 0 t e as- plantation 

sessment' of a district tax, shall have the same authority to ~~~~~e::x:~o 
enforce the collection and payment thereof, as of town or 
plantation taxes. And the Assessors·of any town or planta-
tion, shall have the. same power to. abate such district tax, 
as they have to abate a town or plantation tax. And the. . . Compensahon 
Assessors, Collector and Treasurer, shall be allowed by the of asses SOl'S, 
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. collectors and school district the same compensation for assessing, collect., 
treasurers. ing and paying any district tax as they are allowed by the 

Mode of call. 
ing district 
lDeetiDgs~ 

town or plantation for similar services. 
SEC. 11. Be it fiwlher enacted, That it shall be the duty 

of the Selectmen of any town, or Assessors of any planta. 
tion, upon application made to them in writing, by three or 
more fr~eholder.s residing within any scl;lOol district, in such 
town or plantation, to issue their warrant, directed to one of 
the persons making such application, requiring him to warn 
the inhabitants of such district, qualified to vote in town af­
fairs, to meet at such time and place in the same district as 
shall in the same warrant be appointed.-And the warning 
afores.aid shall be by notifying personally every person in 
the district qualified to vote in town affairs, or by leaving at 
his usual place of abode, a notification in writing, expressipg 
therein the time, place and purpo;>e of the. meeting, seven 
days at least before the time appointed for holding the same: 
P1'ovided, That any town or plantation, at the request of 
such district, may, at any legal meeting thereof, determine 
the manner in which riotice of future meetings in such dis. 

Proceedings trict may be given. And such inhabitants so assembled, 
lvhen met. 

may choose a Moderator, and also a Clerk, who shall be 
sworn faithfully to discharge the duties Qf his office before 
a Justice of the Peace, or before the Moderator, and it shall 
be the duty of such Clerk to make a fair record of all votes 
passed at a,ny meeting ~f the district, and to certify the same 
when required; and may also choose a committee to ~uper­
intend the laying out and expending the money raised by 
such district agreeably to their vote, for the purposes afore~ 
said, to examine and allow such accounts as they may think 
proper, and to draw orders on the town or plantation tl'eas­
~ry for the amount of the money rais.ed~ 

When a dis~ SEC. 12. Be it fU1·ther enacted, That whenever at any 
trict refuses to. • • 
1aise money, legal. meetmg of a school dlstnct, called for the purpose of 
the town Ot •• .. h . . . . 
plantation may ralsmg money, lor t e ~rectmg, repmrmg, purchasmg or re-
raiEe. and ahs. moving Qf a school house, or for purchasing land on which 
sess It on t e· . 
district,. and the same may stand, or for procuring utensils therefor, a ma-
collect It. •• f h' d h " Jonty 0 t e voters present are oppose to t e ralsmg of mo-

ney for :my such purpose, it shall be lawful for the. Select­
'~en of the town, or Assessors pf the pl3:rtationin which such 
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district is situated, on application in writing of any five or 
more freeholders, inhabitants' of such school district, to in­
sert in their warrant for calling the next town or plantation 
meeting, an article requiring the opinion of the town or 
plantation, relative to such subject as P~'oposed in the said, 
district meeting; and if a majority of the voters present in 
such town or plantation meeting, shall think it necessary and 
expedient, they may grant a sum sufficient" for any of the 
purposes aforesaid, to be assessed on the polls and estates in 
said school district, to be collected and paid as is in this Act 
provided. 

509 

SEC. 13. Be itfu1·ther enacted That when the inhabi- rfdistrict call-
, DOt a!!'l'ce 

tants of any school district cannot agree where to erect or wher:, school 

I h I h . h' d" h S I f h house IS to be ocate a sc 00 ouse m tell' IStrICt, tee ectmen 0 t e placed, select-

town or Assessors of the plantation, to. which such district md e~'d~c. lllay 
eel e. 

belongs, upon application made to them in writing by the 
committee of the district, chosen to superintend the building 
or purchasing of such school house; are hereby authorized 
and empowered to determine on the place where such school 
40use shall be erected or located. 

[Approved March 15, 1821.] 

--:0:--

CHAPTER CXVIII. 

An Act directing the method of laying out, and making provision for the Repah' 
and Amendment of Highways. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and Hou.se of Represen- C:0urt of Ses­
• . .• • SlOns to layout 

tatwes, ~n LegIslature. assembled, That when a new highway !llghways, ad-

I I . Judged neces-
from town to town, or place to pace, sha I be wantmg, or sary, after due 

where an highway already laid out, stated and established" notice given, 

mayor can with greater convenience be turned or altered, 
upon application made to the Court of Sessions within the 
same county, and it being determined by them to be of com-
mon convenience or necessity, to have such new way laid 
out, or old way altered, due notice of such application luiv-
'ing before such adjudication been given to the towns i~ter-
ested, the said Court are hereby authorized and empowered 
by warrant under the seal thereof,. to appoint a committee by committee 

f h fi]· . d f h ld .. h of 3 Or 5 free-
~ tree or ve (lsmtereste ree o,ers In t e sa,me county, bolders; "hG 
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