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REGULATION OF ELECTIONS. .

such tewn, or with one of the Selectmen, thirty days at least
before the day of the 51tt1ng of the Court, unto whlch the
same shall be returnable. - '

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the bounds of all
townships shall be and remain as heretofore granted settled
and established. And to prevent an interference of jurisdic-
tion, the lines between towns shall be run and-the marks re-
newed within three years from the last day of March next,

. and once every five years forever after, by two or more of

the Selectmen of each town or such other persons as they

- shall in writing appoint’to- run and renew the same; and

their proceedings, after every such renewal of boundaries,
shall be recorded in the respective town books; the Select-
men of the most ancient town to give ten days notice in writ-
ing unto the Selectmen of the adjoining towns,’ of the time
and place of meeting for such perambulation: and the Se-
lectmen who shall neglect their duty in'notifying’ or attend-
ing, either personally or by their substitutes, to perambulate
the line at the time and places assigned as’ aforesaid, shall
severally forfeit and pay the-sum of ten dollars, two thirds
to the use of the town which shall comply with their duty as
aforesaid, and the other third part unto any two or more of
the Selectmen of the town so complying, who are hereby
empowered to inform or sue- therefor in the Circuit Court of
Common Pleas for the same county, at any time within two
years after the forfeiture shall-be incurred and not afier-
wards. :
[Approved March 19, 1821.]

CHAPTER CXV.

An Act regulating Elections.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Repre-
senlatives, in Legislature assembled, That it shall be the duty
of the Assessors of each town within this State; on or before
the first day of August annually, to make out and deliver to
the Selectmen thereof, a correct and alphabetical list of all

such inhabitants of their respective towns as shall appear to
them qualified by the Constitution of this State, or of the
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United States, respectively,‘ to vote for Governor, Senators,
Representatives in the State, or in Conrrress, which list it Selectmen to .

t with-
shall be the: duty of the Selectmen of such town at some fﬁvﬁfd‘ﬁ,:“

time within ten days then next following, to revise and-cor--
rect, as to them shall appear necessary, so that the same
shall, in their opinion, be a complete list of such of the in-
~ habitants, within their respective towns as shall be consti-

tutionally qualified to vote in the elections aforesaid: And Ala:t;t‘i;n:’fm

, the Assessors of every plantation are alike required to fur- Tuake like lists.
nish themselves with like lists, on or before the tenth day of .
August annually ; and it shall be the duty of the Selectmen of Selectmen_ of

towns and ase
sucli towns, and the Assessors of such plantations, to be pro- sessorsof plan-

T tati to h
vided with; and have a complete list as aforesaid at every. gcp it at

meeting f01 the choice of Governor, Senators and Repre- lsﬁ:fgﬂfiifg
sentatives in the Leglslature orin Congress ; which list shall gyme st to be

s0 be corrected, previous to the opening of any such meeting, fgr’:e';‘:glm‘f'

as to contain all the qualified voters for the particular elec- ofmeeting.
tion then to be made; and it shall be the duty of such Se- Selectmen and

lectmen orf Assessors to be in session at some convenient 2% tobe
place, immediately preceding such meeting, for so long ?Ediﬁzlg’ be-
. . . . ore s

time as they shalljudge necessary to receive evidence of the meeting to re-

. i ;
qualifications of persons, whose names have not been enter- g 7"
ed on the list aforesald; and to give public notice of the previous no-

tice of such
time and place of such meeting in the warrant for calling 1% C "o be
such town or plantation meeting. ' given.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted That in any town where Ia towns con-

the number of qualified voters shall exceed two'thousand, it g an00 vei-

shall be the duty of the Selectmen of such town to be in ses- er selectmen

. . : . A to be in session
sion-at some convenient place, on the day immediately pre- day before

. L. . ting, and
ceding such meeting ; and when this shall happen on Sun- soomer- if ne-

day, then on the Saturday immediately preceding such meet- €5
ing and for a time as much ‘longer, prev1ous to said day, as
they shall Judge necessary, to receive the evidence of the

qualifications of persons mentioned in the first section of
this Act. N

Skc. 3. Be it Sfurther en.actcd, That no such meeting shall Tntowns coa-

. . tuining 1Inore
be opened at an earlier hour than eleven of the clock of the than 500 vo.

ters, meeting
forenoon of the day of eléction; provided that any such may be opened
meeting in any town where the number of qualified voters before 11

o’clock—ath-
shall exceed five hundred, may be opened at an earlier hour erwise not.

at the discretion of the Selectmen of such town.
YOL. 1L 2
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Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty
of the Selectmen of each town, and the Assessors of each
plantation in this State, by their warrant, to.cause the inhab-
itants of such towns and plantations, qualified according to
the Constitution, to be notified and warned, seven days at
least, before the election, to assemble in their respective’
towns and plantations on the second Monday of September .
annually, to give in their votes for Governor, Senators and
Representatives, as the Constitution requires: such meeting
to be warned in the manner there legally established for
calling other town and plantation meetings; and at the

- meetings called for the purposes aforesaid, such proceedings

At such meet-
ings select- -
men, §-<c. {o
preside.

Their powers ;

1o refuse im-
proper votes.

Selectmen,&c.
to require
votes for Sena-
tors to be
DLrought in on
one list.

No person lo

vote uniil his
name has been
found in the
list,

shall be had as the Constitution requires.

- Sec. 5.. Be it further enacted, That the Selectmen and
Assessors, authorized and required to preside in any meet-
ing of a town or plantation, which shall be convened for the
election of Governor, Senators and Representatives in the
Legislature of this State, shall have all the powers which
are legally vested in the Moderator of town meetings for the
regulation thereof.  And in such meetings, the Selectmen or
Assessors presiding, shall have power, and it shall be their
duty to prevent and refuse the vote of any person not qual-
ified to be an elector, whose qualifications shall be determin-
ed according to the Constitution of this State, or the Consti-
tution of the United States, as the case may be.

Sec. 6. Beit further enacted, That whenever a meeting is
holden in any town or plantation for the purpose of choos-
ing Governor, Senators and Representatives, the Selectmen
or Assessors presiding at such meeting, be, and hereby are

directed 1o call on the voters in such meeting qualified

for choosing such officers, requiring each of them to give in
their votes on one list for as many different persons as are
then to be chosen to the office of Senators.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That no person shall be
permitted to give in his vote at any meeting cf a town or plan-
tation, holden for an election to any of the offices aforesaid,
until the Selectmen of such town, or the Assessors of such
plantation, presiding at such election, shall have had oppor-
tunity to inquire his name, and found the same in the list
aforesaid ; and any person wilfully veting contrary to the
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provision ‘of this section, or who shall give any false answer Pegﬂg}’of’g‘g
to such Selectmen or Assessors, being duly thereof convict- ing false an-
.ed, shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding thirty dollars, *"*"

”for each and every off'ence, according to the nature: and ag-

gravation thereof.

Skc. 8. Be it further. emzctcd That if any person, who i’f:sﬁf; ;"fof’
is by law authorized to preside at any meeting; or to re- ficer's recoir-
ceive votes at any meeting, which may be holden for the E‘;;‘t’fffaff“‘
choosing of Governor, Senators and Representatives to the
Legislature, or any town officers; shall knowingly receive
the vote of any person who is not qualified to vote agreea-
bly to the Constitution=and laws of this State, n choosmg
as aforesaid; such person so presiding or receiving any
vote as,aforesald -shall forfeit and pay ‘one hundred dol-
lars ; to be recovered by information, to be filed and prose-
cuted by the Attorney General, in the Supreme Judicial
Court, or by indictment in said Court.

Sec. 9, Be it further. enacted, That it shall not be law- "Penalty for re-

ful for the Selectmen or Assessors of any town- or: planta- let:‘:l:I:s:};e
tion, presiding at a meeting for either of the elections afore- ﬁvfr}f;,] f;;::‘t
said, to receive any vote, unless delivered in writing by the Limself
voter in person; and the Selectmen or Assessors, who shall

offend herein, shall severally forfeit and pqy 2 sum not ex-

ceeding one hundred dollars. : .

Skc. 10. - Be it further  enacted, That any elector who Penalty for
shall give in more than one vote inany one election, and any S;’“};}Smg‘;ﬁ;‘”
person who shall be disorderly in any such meeting, shall conduct.
forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, nor less than ten
dollars, according to the aggravation of each offence. -

Sec. 11. . Be 4t further - enacted, That if any- Select- Penalty for se-
men or Assessors of any town, or the Assessors of any plan- ctmen or as-
tation, shall knowingly and corruptly neglect or refuse to ﬁlu"-t‘f;m; tn}!lxied
comply. with, or to' perform the several duties respectively vy st section
required of hun or them, as pomted out in and by the first of this Act.
section of this Act, he shall, for each and every ‘such of-
fence, forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ﬁfty dol]ars. acs
cording to the nature and aggravation thereof

- Sec, 12.  Be it further enacted, That the Selectmen of Pex;;lgu for se-
auy town, and the Assessors of any plantation in the several sessors nes-

counties of this State, who shall neglect to call meetings of i;gf;g;g,,?&cca“
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?ﬁgydgtﬁ;eul:h‘ “the inhabitants aqd' others privileged- there to vote: for the
meetings. .. eléction of Governar,” Senators and Representatives, and to

- give due warning of the time and place of such meetings; as
required by the Constitution of this State; or who shall
refuse or neglect to preside in any such meetings, or to re-
ceive the votes of the qualified electors present; or who
shall neglect to ascertain, declare and certify the number of
votes 5 or who shall wilfully make any false -declaration or
certificate thereof; to the prejudice of the rights of the elect-
ors ; shall forfeit a sum not exceeding eighty dollars, nor less
than forty dollars; to be recovered from each Selectman or
.Assessor, who shall offend in the premises, accordmg ‘to the

Duty of town & aggravation of each offence. And every town Clerk and
end plantation the Clerk or Assessors of any plantation, present at any such
meetings, ~.meeting, who shall neglect or refise to make a fair record of
the votes ; or a fair-copy of such record ; or to atlest the
same ; or who shall refuse or neglect to make due and sea-
sonable return thereof into the Secretary’s office, as requir-

' Penaliy for €d by the Constitution of this State; shall forfeit a’sum not

meglect. . exceeding eighty dollars, nor Iess than forty dollars, for each
: offence. : .
No military ~ Sec. 13..- Be it fmthe‘o enacted, That no officer- or sol-

duty on days of
o 6o15% dier of the ‘militia shall be holden to do any military
state officers,

o clectors, pr QULY OD the day pointed out in the Constitution for the elec-
members of . tion of Governor, Senators and Representatlves of this State ;

ongress,
PP oron any day which is or may be, appointed for the choice
of Electors of President and Vice President of the United

No militia of States; or Representatives to Congress : And it shall not be
ficer to_exer. 1, wful for any such officer to exercise any military command

on such days o either of said days, except in time of war or public dan-
except, &c. : . o .
. ger,and every officer offending herein, shall, for each of-
fence, forfeit and pay a sum not less than ten, nor more than
three hundred dollars. -

Assessors in Sec.-14.  Be it further enacted That it shall be the duty

each town be-

fore' 20th day Of the Assessors df each town within this State, on or before
gﬂ,ﬂz‘ﬁ;““g the twentieth day\ of February annually, to make out a cor-

make a list of pect and alphabetical list of all such inhabitants of their res-
voters forfown :

offcers, - pective towns as may be qualified by law to vote in the
and to bcul;u choice of town officers; and it shall be the duty of said As-
session on

day before the SESSOLS to be in session at some convenient place, to be by
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them notified, as provided in the first section. of this Act, elechohn in
on the day next preceding the day of the annual election of April annually,
town officers, in the month of March or April annually; unless, &.
unless the same happen on the Lord’s day, in which case the
Assessors shall be in session on the Saturday preceding, or

on the morning of the day of election, as aforesaid, as the -
Assessors think proper; for so long time as they shall judge

necessary, to receive evidence of the qualifications of per-

sons whose names have not been entered on said list- "

Sec. 15.- Beit furthe;' enacted, That no person shall he No person to

. : . . . vole for town
permitted to give in his vote or ballot, at any meeting for the officers till his

choice of ‘town officers, until'the person presiding at such ?;‘u‘iﬁh?,ibiﬁ';
‘meeting shall have had opportunity to inquire his name, and list, &c.
shall have ascertained that the same is in the list aforesaid,

and shall have had time to check the same ;- and any person pepayy for
wilfully voting contrary to the provisions of this section, or Z;"’;Zl‘_":v g’t"
who shall give any false answer or false name to the Asses-

sors, when receiving evidence of the qualifications as afore-

said, or to the person presiding in such town meeting, shall

forfelt and pay a fine not etceedmg thirty dollars, for each-

and every such offence.

Skc. 16. - Be it further enacted, That if any person, at any Penalty for
i:neetmg for the choice of town officers, shall knowingly *** %%
give in more than one vote or list, for any officer or list
of officers then voted for at any such meeting, he shall for-
feit and pay a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. ‘

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted, That the Selectmen or As- Iftown off-
sessors of any town aforesaid, who shall refuse or neglect fﬁ:;'?il,fjf
to do and perform all or any of the duties prescribed to frescribedin -
them by the fourteenth section of this Act, shall forfeit and tion.
pay for eachi and every such offence, a fine not exceeding Fenally.
two hundred dollars; and all the fines: and forfeitures
accruing 'in’ consequence of a violation of this- Act, shall
be recovered by indictment in any - Court proper to try the
same ; one half to the use of the State, and the other half to
the use of the complainant. This Act shall be in force from
and after the first day of June next. )

[Approved March 19, 1821 ]
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