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464 REGULATION OF ELEeTIONs •. 

such te·wn, oi- with one of the Selectmen, thirty days at least 
before the day of the sitting of the Court, unto which the 
same shall be returnable •. 

Boundaries of SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That the bounds of all 
f~:'J,,,s~d townships shall be andremain as heretofore granted, settled 
lines to be run d· bli h dAd . l". f . . 'd' every five an esta s e. n to prevent an mterlerence 0 JurIS IC-
yejar.!m' ~c.li'~Y tion, the lin'es between towns shall be run and,the marks re-
se ec aD, "J c. _ 

newed within three years from the last day" of March next, 
and once every five years forever after, by two or more of 
the Selectmen of each town or such other persons as they 
shall in writing appoint". to run an~ renew the saine jand 
their proceedings, after every such renewal of boundaries; 
shall be recorded in the respective town books j the Select-

Mod? o~ pro- men of the most ancient town to give ten days notice in writ-
ceedmg Ill. h S· I ' f h d'" - f h . such cases, mg- unto tee ectmen 0 tea JOInIng ,towns,' 0 t e tIme 

and place of meeting for such perambulation: and the Se­
lectmen who shall neglect their duty in'notifying or attend­
ing, either personally or by their substitutes, to perambulate 
the line at the time and places assigned as' aforesaid, shall 
severally forfeit and pay the'sum of ten dollars, two thirds 
to the use of the town which shall comply with their duty as 
aforesaid, and .the other third part unto any two or more of 
the Selectmen of the town so complying, who are hereby' 
empowered to inform or sue' the~efor in the Circuit· Coul·t of 
Common Pleas for the same cOl!nty, at any time within two 
years after the forfeiture shall· be incurred and not after~ 

wards. 
[Approved March 19, 1821.] 

--:0:--

CHAPTER CXV-. 

Au Act regulating Elections. 

As,e"ors to S£c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and HOllse of Rcpre-
make a list of •• L . I .. bl d Th . h II b h· d votes for State senicttwes, tn egzs ature ({ssem .e, at It s a e t e uty 

b
oflincer'l' ~t·c'f of the Assessors ,of each town within this State;. on·.or before 

e ore 5.0 

Augusl annual· the first day of August annually, to make out and deliver to 
~ .., ., 

. the Selectmen thereof, a correct and alphabetical list of all 

I 
~~~.--~-

such inhabitants of their respective towns as shall appear to 
them qualified by the Constitution of this State, or of the 
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United States, respectively, to vot~for Governor, Senators, 
Representatives in the State; or in Congress; which list it Sel~ctn:en ~o 
h II h d h 

revise It with· 
S a be t e- utyof the Selectmen of suc town at .some in10 days. 

time within ten days then next following, to revise and· cor- -
rect, as to them shall appear necessary, so that the same 
shall, in their opinion, be a: complete list of such of the in-

_ habitants, wit4i!1 their respective towns as shall be consti-
tutionally qualified to votein the elections aforesaid: And AI .. et5st~rs oft 

P;:lfl a IOns 0 
, the Assessors of every plantation are alike required to fur~ make like lists, 

nish themselves with like lists, on or before the tenth day of 
August annually; and it shall be the duty of the Selectmen of Selectmen of 

, towns and as-
such towns, and the Assessors of sucp plantatIOns, to be pro- sessorsofplan-

'd d 'h- d h I I' Ii 'd <. tations to have VI e WIt ,an ave a camp ete 1st as a oresal at every. such lists at 

meetina for the choice of Governor, Senators and Repre- meetings for o - . State offic.ers, 
sentatives in the Legislature or in Congress; which list shall' Same list to be 

SO be corrected, previous to the opening of any such rrieeting, :fjcorreeted. be-
. ore openmg 

as to contain all the qualified voters for the particular elec- of meeting, 

tion then to be made; and it shall be the duty of such Se- Selectmen and 

lectmen 01; Assessors to be in session at some convenient ~s:~~[~ntoi~"­
place, immediately preceding such meeting, for so long mediately be-

• "fore such 
ume as they shall judge necessary to receIve eVIdence of the m~etfug to rc-

l'fi' f h h b Celve proof. qua I catIOns a persons, w ose names ave not een enter- .5J-c, ' 

ed on the list aforesaid; and to give public notice of the Previous nO. 

time and place of such meeting in the warrant for calling ticet?f sutc.:h
b ~ (Dee 109; 0 e 

such town or plantation meeting. given, 

SEC. 2. Be itfu1'lher enacted, That in any town where -In towns can-

h b f l'fi d h II d' h d ' tainin~ more t e num er a qua I e voters s a excee two t ousan ,It than 2000 vot-

sh:lil be the duty of the Selectmen of such town to be in ses- ers, ~elect~en 
. to be In seSSIOn 

sian at some convenient place, on the day immediately pre- day .before 

d ' h·' d h h' h Ii I S meetlDg, and ce !Pg suc meetmg; an w en t IS S a lappen on , un- sooner, if ne-

day, then on the Saturday immediately preceding such meet- cmary. 

ing and for a time as much -longer, previous to said day, as 
they shall judge necessary, to receive the evidence of the 
qualifications of persons mentioned in the first section of 
this Act. 

SEC. 3. Be it ju,'the1' enacted, That no such meeting shall J,,: t~wns can: 

be opened at an earlier hour than eleven of the dock of the ~~~~n~odn~~,,­
forenoon of the day of election; provided that any such ttrS'b meetill~ 

, , , . may e opene" 
meetmg III any town where the number of qualified voters before II . 

h d - ~~~ 
·s all excee five hundred, may be opened at an earlier hour er",i,e nolo 

at the discretion of the Selectmen of such town. 
YOLo II. 
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~Ioae ~f tall· SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall he the duty 
109 town and . . 
plantation· of the Selectmen of each town, and the Assessors -of each 
meetiD".· fOl' I . . h' S b h' h . h b State ~fficers. P antatlOn In t IS tate, y t eIT warrant, to cause t e ill a -
~·c.· . itants of such towns and plantations, qualified according to 

the Constitution, to be notified and warned; seven days· at 
least, before the ele~tion, to assemble in their respective 
towns and plantations, on the second Monday of September 
annually, to give in their votes for Governor, Senators and 
Representatives, as the Constitution requires: such meeting 
to be warned in the manner there legally established for 
calling other tmvn and plantation meetings; and at the 
meetings called for the purposes aforesaid, such proceedings 
shall be had as the Constitution requires. -

.At such meet- SEC. 5. Be it fU1·ther enacted, That the Selectmen and 
ings select .. 
men, "l·c. to Assessors, authorized and required to preside in auy meet-
preside. ing of a town or plantation, which shall be convened for the 

election of Governor, Senators and Representatives in the 
Their powers; Legislature of this State, shall have all the powers which 

- are legally vested in the Moderator of town meetings for the 
to refuse im- regulation thereof. And in such meetings, the Selectmen or 
proper vote,. Assessors presiding, shallliave power, and it shall be their 

duty to prevent and refuse the vote of any person not qual­
ified to be an elector, whose qualifications shall be determin­
ed according to the Constitution of this Stafe, or the Consti­
tution of the United States, as the case may be •. 

Selectmen,~c. SEC. 6. Be it fiwihel' enacted, That whenev~r a meeting is 
to require h ld . I - . r h f h yates for SeDa- 0 en ill any t01'l<1 or p antatlOn -101'- t e purpose 0 c oos-
tbors tohtb,: ing Governor, Senators and RepresEmtatives, the Selectmen 

l'OU'" ID on . 
ODe fist. or Assessors presiding at such meeting, be, and hereby are 

-directed to call on the voters in such meeting qualified 
for choosing such officers, requiring each of them to give in 
their votes on one list for as many different persons as are 
then to be chosen to the office of Senators. 

Ko pers~u t.o _ SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
vote until IllS • d . . h' . 
name bas been permItte to gIve m IS vote at any meetmg of a town or plan-
fouud in the t.: h 11 " l' - f h ffi- fi 'd list.' auon, 0 Qen 101' an e ectlOn to any 0 teo ces a oresal , 

until the Selectmen of such town, or the Assessors of such 
plantation, presiding at such election, shall have had oppor­
tunity to inquire his name, and found the same in the list 
aforesaid; and any person wilfully voting contrary to the 
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Provisl,'on 'of this section~ or who shall give anyJalse answer Pe~ally for:,o 
_. . -..... votlDO' or gtv8 

to such Selectmen or Assessors, being duly thereof cQnvict- iog f;;ise no· 
,ed: shall forfeit and paya fine not exceeding thirty dollars, swer. 
for each and every offence, according to the nature and ag-
aravation thereof. 
;:> , 

SEC. 8. Be it fiu1·the1' enacted, That if any person, who Pen~dt! for r 
. . . . presl IDg 01-

IS by law authorized to presIde at any meeting, or to re- !icer's recoh'· 
. .. h' h b h Id C h mg ,otes Call' celve votes at any meetmg, w IC may e 0 en lor t e h'ary to Ian'. 

choosing of Governor, Senators and Representatives 'to the 
Legislature, or any town officers, shall knowingly receive 
the vote of any person who is not qualified to vote agreea-
bly to the Constitution ,,:;md laws of this State, in choosing 
as aforesaid; such person so presiding or receiving any 
vote as aforesaid" shall forfeit and pay one hundred dol-
lars; to be recovered by information, to be filed and prose;. 
cuted by the Attorney General, in the Supreme Judicial 
Court, or by indictment in said Court. 

SEC. 9, Be it fU1·the1' enacted, That it shall not be law'_Pe.n~lty {Ol' re-
. celVIDO- any 

ful for the Selectmen or Assessors of any town or, planta- vote"uonlt;ss de. 
. 'd' . C • h f hI' C livered in writ-tlOn, pres I mg at a meeting lor elt er 0 tee ectlOns alore- ing by ,"oler 

said, to receive any vote, unless delivered in writing by the himself. ' 
voter in person; and the Selectmen or Assessors, who shall 
offend herein, shall severally forfeit and piy a sum not ex~ 
ceeding one hundred dollars. 

SEC. 10. Be it furthe1' enacted; That any elector who PenallY for 
shall give in more than one vote in anyone election, and any ~~u~!:6r~~~;g 
person who shall be. disorderly in any such meeting, shall conduct. 
forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, nor less than ten 
dollars, according to the aggravation of each offence. 

SEC. 11. Be it fUTthe?' , enacted, That if any Select- P~nally for se,' 
men or Assessors of any town, or the Assessors. of anv plan- ,Iectmen Or as. 

J sessors ne~ 
tation, shall knowingly and corruptly neglect 01' refuse to gJe';'ting th.e 

. ,dnhes reqUIred 
complywIlh, or to perform the several duties respectively by 1st section 

, d f h' h 'd' d' h oflhis Act, requITe 0 • lIIJ. or t em, as pomte out m an by t e first 
section of this Act, he shall, for each and every such of-
fence, forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding fifty dollars; ac~ 
cording to the nature and aggravation thereof. 

SEC, 12. Be it further enacted, That the Selectmen of PenallY fone-
, ' , lectmen Or as-

any town, and the Assessors of any plantatIOn in the several smors neg-
, f h' S h h II I II ' lecling to call counties 0 t IS tate, w 0 s a neg ect to ca meet!ngs of meetings, .l;-c: 



468 

and do their ' 
duty, at such 
tneetings. 

REGULATION OF ELECTIONS. 

the inhabitants and' .others privileged there ta vate feir the 
electian of Gavernar, Senatars and Representatives, and ta 
give due warning .of the time and place .of such meetings, as 
required by the Canstitutian .of this State; .or w ha shall 
refuse .or neglect to pre~ide in any such meetings, .or ta re­
ceive the votes .of. the qualified electars present;·· .or wha 
shall neglect ta ascertain, declare and certify the number .of 
vates; .or wha shall wilfully make any false ·declaratian .or 
certificate thereaf, ta the prejudice .of the rights .of the elect­
aI'S; shall farfeit a surri nat exceeding eighty" dallal's, nar less 
than farty dallars; tabe recavered fram each Selectman .or 
,Assess .or, whci shall .offend in the premises, accarding'ta the 

D I f ( aggravatian .of each .offence. And every tawn Clerk and uy 0 mf'n ..... . 
and plantation the Clerk .or Assessars .of any plantatian, present at any such 
clerks at such • '. 
meetillgs, .meet.mg, w ha shall neglect .or refuse ta make a faIT recard .of 

the vates; .or a fair"copy .of such recard; .or ta attest the 
same; .or wha shall refuse .or neglect ta make due and sea­
sanable return thereaf i~to the Secretary's .office, as requir-

Penalty for ed by the Canstitutian .of this State; shall farfeit a'sum nat 
neglect. exceeding eighty dallal's, nar less than farty dallal'S, far each 

.offence. 
No military SEC. 13. Be it jtl1'thel' enacted, That na .officer .or sal-
dutyondaysof d , f h / 'I" h II'b' h' ld d 'I' election of leI' ate mi Itla s a e a en ta a any mr Itary 
state I oflit'cers, duty an the day painted aut in the Canstitutian far the elec-
or e ec ors, or 
members of. tian .of Gavernar, Senatars and Representatives .of this State; 
90ngreSE. .or an any day which is .or may be, appainted for the choice 

.of Electars .of President and Vice President .of the United 
No militia of- States, .or Representatives ta Congress: And it shall nat be 
~~": ~~m;:'~d lawful far any such .officer ta exercise any military cammand 
on such days an either of said days, except in time .of war .or public dan-
except, ~c.. " 

gel', and every .officer affendmg herem, shall, far each .of-
fence, farfeit and pay a sum nat less than ten, nar'marethan 
three hundred" dallal'S. 

Assessors in SEC., 14. Be itjul'the1' eliacted, That it shall be the duty 
each town be- : , 
fore 20th day .of the Assessars df each tawn within this State, an .or befare 
~::':~I~ua~ the twentieth (tay\af February annually, ta make aut a car­
make a list of rect and alphabetical list .of all such inhabitants .of their res-
voters forlown . -
~fficers, pective tawns as may be qualified py law ta vate in the 
and, to be in chaice .of town .officers; and it shall be the duty .of said As-
seSSIOn on the b.. . . 
day before tile sessars ta e m seSSIOn at some cQnv~ment place, ta be by 
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them notified as provided in the first section· of this Act election in 
.' , 'March or 

on the day next preceding the day of the annual electIOn of April annually, 

town ojiicers, in the month of March or April annually; unless, ~c, 
unless the same happen on the Lord's day, in which case the 
Assessors sh::tll be in session on t~e Saturday preceding, or 
on the morning of the day of election, as aforesaid, as the 
Assessors think proper; for so long time as they shall judge 
necessary, to rece,ive evidence of the qualifications of per-
sons whose names have not been entered on said list. 

SEC. 15.· Be it fiu1'the;' enacted, That no person shall be NOt Pfierson to 
. vo e or town 

permitted to give in his vote or ballot, at any meeting for the officers till bis 

h ' . f' ill 'I h - 'd' h name bas been 
C Olce 0 town 0 eers, untlt e person presl mg at suc found on the 

meeting shall ha've had opportunity to inquire his name, and list, ~'c, 
shall have" ascertained that the same is in the list aforesaid, 
and shall have had time to check the same; and any person Penalty for 

wilfully voting contrary to the provisions of this section or violation, false 
, answers, ~'c. 

who shall give any false answer or false name to the Asses-
sors, when receiving evidence of the qualifications as afore-
said,. or to the person presiding in such to:wn meeting, shall 
forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding thirty dollars, for each-
and every such offence. 

SEC. 16. " Be it fitrthe1' enacted, Th~t if any person, at any Penalty for 
. , !" h h' f ffi" h 11 k '1 double votin", meetmg lor t e c Olce 0 town 0 cers, s a nowmg y " 
give in more than one vote or list, for any officer or list 
of officers then voted for at any such meeting, he shall for-
feitand pay a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

SEC. 17. Be itfurthe7' enacted, That the Selectmen or As'- ITtown olIi, 
, f 'd' 'h h 11 cers ne .. le ct sessors 0 ,any town aforesal , w 0 s a refuse or neglect tbeir d;ty as 

to do and perform all or any of the duties prescribed to ~:s~~~ds:. 
them by the fourteenth section of this Act, shall forfeit and tion, 

.pay foreacn and every such offence, a ,fine not exceeding Penalty, 

two hundred dollars; and all the fines and forfeitures 
accruing' in' consequence of a violation of this' Act, shall 
be recovered by indictment in any Court proper to try the 
same; one half to the use of the State, and the other half to 
the use of the complainant. This Act shall be in force from 
and after the first day of June next. 

~ Approved March 19, 1821.] 
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