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ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 



VOLUME THE FIRST. 

~age. 
40 L. 12 of the page for 'preceding' read 'presiding' 
54 Sec. 4 L. 14 of Sec. for 'time' read 'term' 
55 7 2 for 'a' read 'or' " " 
55 7 9 before tbe' word 'said' insert'the' 
56' 9 3 for 'tbe' read' her' 
57 1 6 for 'to' read 'in' 
58 1 5 for 'and"after the word 'house' 

read 'or' 
61 in the title of the act, ch. vi. insert 'the' before tbe " 

word 'crimes' 
62 Sec.2. L. 9 ofS. hefore the word 'offender' insert 'such" 
69 16' 8 for' Treasu"rer' read' Treasury' 
73 1 15 after the word 'for' insert 'the' 
77 13 6 for 'to' read 'of' ' 
78 first line of the page, dele the word 'by' 
80 L. 2 of the p. after the word 'willingly' insert' aid or' 
80 17 for 'counterfeited' read 'counterfeit' 
R2 1 after the word 'in' insert 'all' 
82 Sec. 7 L. 4 of Sec. after the word 'devised' dele 'or' 

and insert'., , 
83 Sec,7 L. I"t of S. for 'aggravations' read 'aggravation' 
.ll4 10 6 for 'and' read 'or' 
90 lst L. of p. for 'Commissioner' read 'Co=issioners' 
90 L. 20" before the word 'Commissioner' insert 'said' 
97 6 for 'assumsit' read 'assumpsit' 
97 14 for 'cover, read 'covin' 
98 at the end of th~ act for 'January' read' February' 
99 L.17 of p. after the word 'year' dele' ; , 8r insert' , and' 

100 15 at the end of the line insert 'the' 
]05 at the end ofthe Act for '1820' read '1821' 
108 L • .14 of page, for 'nuisances' read 'nuisance' 
108 20 after tbe word 'each' insest :one' 
III 25 after the word 'fail' insert 'of' 
lI3 11 for 'on' read 'or' 
144 last for 'performance' read" ' performing' 
145 Sec. 2 L,9 of Sec. after tlle word 'of' insert 'the' 
147 7 6 before the word 'release' for 'to' 

read' a' 
150 Sec. 6. L.2 of Sec. for 'in' read 'is' 
151 in the title, hefore the word 'Lands' insert 'reserved' 
;I53 1st line of the p. for 'whenever' read ~Ivhere\'er' " 
155. last before the word 'Court' for 'a' read 'anv' 
156 Sec. 4 L. 26 of Sec. for 'notification' read notificatiOlis' 
159 9 8 for 'p:Jtpose' read 'purposes' 
167 14 5 for 'votes' read 'vote' 
193 4 10 dele 'sucb' 
199 17" 1 for ', ... hen' read 'where' 
202 22 6 after the word 'near, dele 'to' 
21)2 23 10 for 'be' read 'he' 
203 24 16 for 'of' read' in' 
203 25 16 for' meeting' read 'meetings' 
205 L. IS of p. before the word 'estate' insert 'other' 
210 2 hefore the word 'tenement' insert 'other' 
215 4 before the word 'gUardians' insert 'guar-

dian or' 
226 Sec. 73 L. 6 of Sec. Ilele 'a' 
229 3 last for 'agreeably' read 'agreeable' 
230 7 19 for 'agreeably' read 'agreeable' 
231 8 6 for 'resided' "read' reside',,, 
242 2. 5 for 'sentence' read 'sentences' 
245 i 3 after the word 'berein' insert 'be-

fore' . 
247 L. 7 of the act, ch. 56, after the word 'otherwise' in-

sert 'interested' 
247 II for 'statement' read 'statements' 
247 Sec. 1 L. 2 of Sec. for 'wbenever' read 'wberever' 
248" 3 1 for 'whenever' read 'wherever'" 
Z'1S 3 11 f~r 'Justice' read >Justice>;' 

Page. ' 
252 L. 3 of p. for' where' read 'wherein' 
257 5 after the word 'have' msert 'his or' 
265 Sec. 39 L. 3 of Sec. for 'when' read 'where' 
271 L. 1 and 3 of p. for 'affect' read 'effect' 
271 Sec. 6 L. 2 of Sec. before tbe word 'execution' 

insert 'the· 
278 19 4 for 'on' read 'in' 
280 1. 2 of p. for 'have' read 'had'" 
281 22 for 'of' read 'on' 
283 13 for 'lies' read 'lays' 
283 last before the word 'defendant' insert 'the' -
284 Sec. 32 L. 2 of Sec. fo~ 'a' read 'any' 
288 5 18 for 'whenever' read 'where"er' 
291, 9 4 for 'as' read 'or' 
292 L. 4. of p. for 'examinations' read 'examination' 
293 Sec. 13 L. 5 of Sec. after the word 'article' in-

sert 'or articles' 
297 7 5 for 'and' read 'or' 
301 L. 8 of p. for 'he' read 'be' , 
309 24 between the words ,the' and 'day' should 

310-
311 
312 
312 

20 
2 
7 
9 

bea '--' 
for 'debt' read 'debtor' 
for 'l1.rith' read 'and of' 
fot" 'summon' reml 'summons' 
between the words 'o'ur' and 'Court' 

.hould be a '--' " 
318 31 for 'wl'it9'-read 'writ a' 
328 Sec. 8 L.. 4 of Sec. for 'grieved' read 'aggrieved' 
353 L. 14 of p. at the end of the line insert 'the' 
361 Sec. 1 L. 18 of Sec. for' cause' read 'case' 
370 3 10 for 'to' read' of' 
371 2 7 dele 'to' 
373 L. 15 oCr: before the word 'require' insert 'to' 
376 Sec. 1 L 10 of Sec. dele 'the' before the word 

'payment' 
378 at the end of the act, for '17' read '20' 
378 in the title, for 'selection' read 'selecting' 
379 Sec. 4 L. 5 of Sec. before the word 'divide' in. 

394 
395 

404 

1 
1 

1 

9 
8 

34 

sert'shall' 
for 'part' read 'parts' \' 
for 'acceptances' read 'accep­
tance' 
before the word 'authorized' 
insert 'hereby' 

407 7 4 dele 'the' " 
4141a.t word of the 1st act on the page, for 'therein' 

'read 'thereon' _ 
423 Sec. 3 L. 15 of Sec. after the word 'assignments'-

insert 'thereof, !lnd also of the assignments' 
424 Sec.6. L.13 of S. after the word 'papers' insert 'as' 
425 L. 7 of p. before the word 'action' insert 'an' 
428 22 for 'twelve' read 'twenty' 
431 8 for' fifteen' read 'fifty' 
432 first line of the page sh~uld be put after the third 
432 L. 5 of the p. dele 'entering' 
432 between the 28th and 29th lines of the p. ,insert 

, Every blank writ of attachment, with a sum~ 
mons thereon, fifteen cents' ' 

432 L. 37 1)f p. for' judgment' read 'jurymen' 
435 9 for 'appear' read 'appean;' 
435 10 for 'make' read 'makes' 
435 IS for "'taking' read 'taxing' 
444 See. 1 L. 6 of Sec. before the word 'records' in-

445 
445 

455 

1 
1 

11 

9 
]9 

1 

sert'the' 
for 'within' read 'DC 
after the word 'eEcap e' insert 
, 'sickness' 
!after the word 'of' insel't 'the' 

\ 
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SEC. 15. Be it fltrtherenacted That the keepers of 0 tIre Keepors of 
, 0 d h 0 "I . gaols to reo 

o~everal gaols within this State, shall un er t e pena ties as ceive anel de-

by law are provided for the custody and safekeeping' the tsatint Unpit~d a es rlEon-

'prisoners thereof take 'custody of, and safely keep allpris- ers, cO!"!,,itteci 
, • '0 , by Jud'C'lal au-

oners cClmmitted, under the authority of the Umted States, thority, 

until they sha11 be discharged by due course of the laws 
thereof: Provided, That nothing contained in this Act shall 
be so construed, as to authorize the keepers of the said gaols 
to take custody of; and keep within said gaols any 'prison-
'ers committed by any other authority than the Judicial au-
,thority of the United States. -

SEC. "16. Be itfU1'ther enacted, That the several Treasur- County TrenE-
, f h . " h' h' S d h' urers to re-el'S 0 t e respective counties Wit III t IS tate, an 1 eIT ceive the mon-

successors,' be and they are hereby authorized and directed, ie. ~aid for 
, .,." keepmg such 

to receive for the use of theIr respective countIes, to defray priEoner., 

the cOl,ll1ty charges arising therein, all such monies as the 
United States have agreed to pay for the use and keeping of 
such gaols, 'and to account for the same according to law. 

[Approved March 19, 1821.] 

--:00:-,-

CHAPTER CXJ. 

C-'>.I1 Act respecting HOUEe. of Correction, and for suppressing and pUl)isWng of 
Rogues, Vagabonds, common Beggars and other idle or disorderly persons. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 'Each county 

. . L . l hl d Th h h II b to be provided sentatlv.es, m egls ature assem e, at t ere s a e erect- with a house of 
ed built or otherwise provided by the Court of Sessions, in correction, 

every county within this Sta~e, at the charge of such county, 
a fit and cOJ1ve,nient hOllse or ho~ses of correction (where 
such house is not already provided) with convenient accom-
modations thereunto adjoining and belonging; to be used 
and employed for the keeping, correcting and setting to 
work of rogues, vagabonds, common beggars and other idle 

d· d I Ad' 'I h h h' f Common pri.-or Isor er y persons, n untl suc ouse or ouses 0 cor- ons to be used 

rection be erected, built or otherwise provided, the common has such, lIntii 
. . ouses of cor· 

prison in each cou.nty may be made use of for that purpose. recti on are 

S 2 B ' fi 1 d Th h C 'f ' proVided. " EC.. e 1t 'urbter enacte, at t e ourt 0 SesslOns Court 0[Se9-

in each county i:nay nominate and appoint, at their will and sio,ns may ap-

I " 0 • 0 b' I 0, b pomt master of 
peasure, a sUita e person to e master of such house of such house and 

e'orrectioD; and also to make, ordain and establish such lestii.abl!s~.regti-a on ... '-'l c. 
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rules and orders as may be necessary (not repugnant to the 
laws of this State) for the ruling, governing and puni~hingof 
such persons as may be the~e committed. 

C!0urt .of Ses- SEC. 3. Be it fwrther enacted, That .the Courts of Ses-
"IOns ill each. • h' . . .. . 
county may SlOns m t ell' respecttve counties, where the CIrcumstances 
~r~~i:tf ~~~h may require it, be, and hereby are authorized and empow-
house. ered, annually, to appoint three or fiv:e suitable and discreet. 

freeholderR o~!heir county, living near the house of correc­
Power aud du- tion, to be overseers of such house; who shall have power 
ty of such to see that tbe rules appointed by the said Court, for the 
overseers. 

government of the house, and the persons tberein confined, 
be duly observed; and also to examine tbe accounts of the 
keeper with respect to the earnings of the prisoners, and the 
expense of the institution; and they shall keep a register of 
all their proceedings fairly written. They shall have pow­
er to make contracts for work to be done in the house, with 
any person disposed to supply the materials, and to make 
contracts for letting out any of the persons confined, to em-

o ployers living, in the estimation· of the overseers, conven­
iently neal' to the house of correction for the overseers or 
the master of the house to have the general inspection of 
the persons so let out, and of the treatment they receive •. 

Tbeircompen- And tbe overseers shall receive, out of the wages of the 
,ation. prison~rs, such reasonable compensation as the Court of Ses-

sions shall allow. 
Gour~ of Ses- SEC. 4, Be itfwrther enacted, That the said C.ourt of Ses-
sion. may re-. h 11 . . h h' f h lnove them j' SlOnS, sa. at any time ave aut onty to remove any 0 . t e 

Overseers, and t9 replace otbers fQr the remainder of the 
year, and to fill up any vacan<;:ies of the overseers madeby 

d 
• death, resignation or otherwise. They shall also, at every· 

an examme ".. . 
• the register . term, inquire into the state of the house of correction; and 
and account. ., . 
"f overs~e,s. eXamIne the regIster and accounts of the Overseers. and mas· 

~ers ; an!I make;';uch further regulations and alterations, in the 
treatIDent am~ government of the prisoners, as they shall judge 
necessary or prqper,andnpt repugnant to the laws of theState. 

:Rogues. vaga- SEC • .5. Be it fwothe·renactcd, That any Justice of the 
~Oa~?~'e s~nCt to Peace, as well as the (jircuit Court of COIJlmon Pleas, may 
the house of send ap.d commit unto the. said house, to be kept and gov­
corre~tioB. 

erned, according to the rules and orders thereof, all rogues,· 
vagabonds an~l idle persons going about in any town or· 
place in the county, begging;" or persons·u~ing any subtle. 
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G'l'aft, juggling or unlawful games or plays, or feigning them~ 
selves to have knowledge in phisiognomy, palmistry, or pre­
tending that they can tell destinies or fortunes, or discover 
where lost or stolen goods maybe found; common pipers, fid­
dlers, runaways, common dr,unkards, common night walkers, 
pilferers, wanton and lascivious persons, in speech, conduct or 
behaviour; common railers or brawlers,such as neglecttheir 
callings or. employments,mispencl what they earn, and do 

'not provide for themsel~es for the support of their families; 
I1pon conviction of any of the offences or disorders aforesaid, 
€omplaint thereof having been made in writing. 

453 

SEC. 6. Be it furthe1' enacted, That when it shall be Twa Justices 

made to appear to any two Justices, qnoTum unllS, that any :f:[ s;~gld:: 
person being ,within their county, is lunatic, and so furiously gerous person. 

• - to house of 
mad, as to render It dangerous to the peace or the safety of correction. ' 

the good people, for such lunatic person to go at large; the 
said Ju,stices shall have full power, by warrant under th~ir 
hands and seals, to commit such person to the house of cor-
rection, there to be detained till he or sh,e be restored to his 
right mind, or, otherwise delh;ered by due courseofJaw • .And 
every person so cornmitt,ed, shall be kept at his Or her own ex-
pense, if he or she, have estate; otherwise, at the' charge of the 
person '.or town upon whom his maintenance was regularly 
to be c.hJlrged, if he or she, had not been committed; and 
he or she shall, if able, be put to workduriQg his or her con-
fineme~t. 

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That any person, standing C~"rts rna] 

convicted before the Supreme Judicial Court or Circuit confine can-
vi cted per~ons, 

Court of Common Pleas, for 'any crime punishable in part in common 
. h lb" b db' h gaol, or house .or 10 'IV, 0 e y ImprISOnment, may" e sentence , " y elt er of COrl'6ction. 

of said Courts to suffer his imprisonment, either in the com-
mon gaol, or in the house of correction, at their discretion; to 
be employed and kept to work therein, 'in the same manner, 
as persons committed to said house pursuant to the provis-
ions of, the fifth section of this Act. 

SEC. 8. Be it furthe1' enacted, That either of said Courts Court. m.y 

may sentence any person standing cOllvicted before them s:ntence can-
. ..... Vlcts to house 

respectively, of an offence punishable in w hole or in part by of c~,:ection 
Ii h fi . h h' f . d' condthonalh', ne, to pay suc ne WIt t e costs 0 prosecutIOn; an 10 viz, on non-

case he does not pay' the same within ten days, that he be ~:~':~d\~;t!! .. 
immediately there?-fter conveyed tothe house of correction, 
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therein tabesafelyheid, emplayed and kept to. wark, in 
the same manner as persans cammitted to. said hause pursu­
'ant to. this Act, far any ~erm af time nat exceeding six 

Expenses how mariths. And the 'expens'e af keeping, supparting and em­
to be paid. l' h" ffi d &", d d" . h f P aymg suc a en er, alter e uctmg tenet amaunt a 

his earnings, shall be allawed by the Justices af the Caurt 
of Sessians, and paid to. the keeper aut af the caunty Treas­
ury, in the same manner, and with the same right af reim­
bursement fram the treasury of the State, as the accaunts af 
gaalers far the prisancharges af persans canfined in gaal, 
an charge af canvictian af crimes and affences cOIhmitted 
against the said State. 

C:0urt of Ses- SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, That the Caurts af Sessian's 
.IOns to pro-. h' . . h 11 "d d 
vide materials III t elr respectIve co. untIes, s a praVI e an calise to. be 
fer work, ~·c. kept at the expense af their caunties, suitable mat~rials, suf-

and eSlablish 
rules thereto 
rglating-

ficient at alI times to. emplay and keep at warksuch as are 
ar may be cammitted to. the hause af carrectian by farci~ af 
any laws af this State; and shall fram time to. time make 
and establish all necessary rules and regulatians, tauch­
ing the emplayment af persons so cammitted; the pra­
curement and preservatian af said materials, the keeping af 
accaunts af the expense and cast af such materials, and the 
labaur perfarmed by the persans committed to. the saidhause, 

profils ofla- and the settling af the same. And the persons cammitted 
b~ur. how dis- shall be allawed twa third parts anly af what they" earn' 
tnbuted. ' 

. and the residue shall be to. the use af the' master ar keeper 
af the hause, \.mless such persans are masters 0.1' heads af 
families, then the whale prafit af their labaur,ar so. much 
thereaf as the Caurt af Sessians shall arder, shall be far the 
relief and suppart af such persans and then' families. . And . 

~~::~r. man- if any persan cammitted as afaresaid, shall be unable to. 
wark, 0.1' be weal{ and sick, ar the prafits af whase wark 
shall nat be sufficient far supparting him 0.1' her, then to be 
camfartably pravided far and taken care af by the master af 
the same hause, who. shall be reimbursed' the saine by the 
parent, master, tawn 0.1' State who. ar'e by law abliged to. 
maintain ahd suppart such persons, when unable to support 
themselves, as the ca~e mayrequire.- . 

P f h 
SEC. 10. Be it fiurther enacted, That the master af such 

ower 0 t e . 
masler of hause ar-carrectian, to. be appainted as afaresaid, shall have 
house of cor- d h' d h 11 II " h - . . recti on o~er pawer an aut anty an s a set a sue canVIcts, ragues; 
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vagabonds, beggars and. other idle·. and disorderly persons) persons con-
. Ii 'dl . d his fined. as a oresaid, that shall be u 'y sent Or commItte . unto. , 

custody, to, work and labour (if they be able),for such: time' 
as they shall continue and;remain.in the said house;. and to. 
punish them by putting shackles or fetters upon them.; and: 
also from time to time,.in case they be stubborn, disorderly;. 
idle or refractory, and do not perform their tasks, and iru 
good condition according as they shaH be reasonably stint-
ed, Or to abridge tliem of their food, as: the case shall reo:. 
quire, until they be reduced. to, better order. . 

SEC. 11'. Be it 'iwther enacted That the master of said l\Iaste~'s com-. J ' , . . pensallon. 
house. of correction shall, for his care, lahour and service inl 
]ookmg after the several persons that shall from lime to, 
time, be. committed to. his. care and custody, over and above. 
one thirdipart of their net earnings, have such reasonable 
allowance made him, as the Court of Sessions shall order 
and direct, to be paid him by the parent Or master of such 
as are under their immediate care and custody; otherwise 
by, the town to. which such persons belong, if within this 
State, or at the charge of the. State, if they belong to.no par-
ticular town within it. And the master Or keeper of every 
such house shall keep an exact account of alL profits and 
earnings that shall arise from the labour of all such· as shalL 
be committed unto. his care and custody, as well as. the par-. 
ticular time of their commitment and liberation, and present His Ilccount to 

h ( . h 'f . d) h C f be allowed by t e.same account upon oat I requITe unto. t e . ourt 0 . Court of Se.-

Sessions for the salI\e county annually, and also. whenever. Eions. 

he shall by them be thereunto directe~. 
SEC. 12. Be itfurther enacted, That whenever there shalL Mode of ob. 

. . tailliIig such 
be due to. any keeper of such house for the care, trouble: compensation. 

and expense of keeping, supporting and employing any per-
son committed: as aforesaid, any sum or. sums of'money, and. 
the same shall have been allowed, and duly certified by said 
Colirt, or their committee, he shall have a right to demand 
and rt:cover the same of suc~ person, his parent, master or 
kindred, who may be liable by law to maintain him, or of 
the town wherein he is lawfully settled; and if such per-
son, parent, master, kindred or town shall refuse or neglect 
to pay such sum, for the space of fourteen days after the 
same shall have been demanded, in writing, of h.im or them 
respectively, or of one of the Selectmen of the town, the 
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said keeper shall have, and' be entitled to an action of the 
case to recover such sum against the person so committed, 
or his parent or master, Wany he have, liable by law to 
maintain him, or against the town in which he is legally 
settled, in case he has not sufficient estate nor kindred who 
are able and obliged by law to maintain him, and may de­
clare therein, in a general indebitatus assumpsit, and recover 
judgment for such sum as shall be found due to him with le­
gal interest from the time the same was demanded and costs. 
And if the person so committed have kindred wh.o are able 
and obliged by law to maintain him, the said keeper may' 
have like remedy for recovering such sums of them, as is 
provided for towns which have been at expense for the re­
lief and support of paupers, by an Act, entitled, "An Act 
aseertaining what shall constitute the legal settlement, and 
providing for the relief and support, employment and re­
moval of the poor." 

SEC. 13. Be it further enacted, That whenever any per-
Made of pro·. • • 
euring dis- son, commItted pursuant to the provI51Ons of the fifth section 
~~~~eJ~:. of this Act, shall apply to the master of the said house for 
reetion. a discharge therefrom, the said master shall signify the 

same to the overse_ers of the poor of the town in which such 
house of correction shall be, or to the overseers of the poor 
of such town as the person so committed shall belong to, 
and the major' part of either of the Overseers of the poor 

, aforesaid, upon its being made ,to appear to them that the 
ends of such commitment have been answered, are hereby 
cmipowered to issue their order to the master of such house 
of correction to discharge, the said person from his or hel' 
laid confinement; the charges arising therefrom being first 
paid in manner as is herein before provided. And the said 
master is hereby required to discharge him or her accord~ 
ingly. 

[Approved :March 15, 1821.] 
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