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REGISTERS, OF. DEEDS. 417. 

CHAPTER XCVIII. 

An Act concerning Registers of Deeds, 

SEC. 1.' BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- Register of 

sentatives, in Legislature assembled, That there shall be chos- ~~~!nt~yb~a]_ 
en by ballot, in each county within this State, by such per- ~:r,i~S,,;e~ 
Sons as are qualified to vote for Representatives, at the town once every 5 

, , ' years after-
and plantatIon meetmgs, on the second Monday of Septem- wards, 

bel', in the year of our Lord, one thousand· eight hundred . 
and . twenty one, and every five years thence following, some· . 
discreet and suitable person to be Register of Deeds •. And Mode pi elec

the Selectmen of towns, and Assessors ofphmtations shall re- tion. 

ceive, sort and count the votes of the qualified electors pres- . 
ent, and declare the same; and the town or plantation ClerIc 
shall form a list of the persons voted for, with the number 
of votes for each person against his name, and havingre-
corded the same, shall' transmit a certified copy of the 
record to the 91erk of· the Court :of Sessions .within the 
county, on 01' before the first day of the term of said Court 
next after the said month of September; and it shall be the 
duty of said Court, on the second day of said term to ex-
amine the certified copies of the records aforesaid, returned 
by the Clerks of the towns and plantations within their 
county; and the person having a majority of all the 
votes legally returned, shall be declared Register of Deeds, 
and shall hold his office for the term of five years, and until. 
some other person shall be chosen and qualified to act in . 
his place. And the said Register shall be sworn to' the Register s. . 

faithful discharge of the duties of his-office, and shall give ~~:~~~' ~db~o 
bond wIth sufficient suretie5 to. the Treasurer of the cou"nty, give bond to 
, county trea.
m the sum of two thousand dollars for the' faithful discharge urer, or Clerk 

fh ' p 'd d Th h hR' fD d of Sessions. o IS trust: rOVl e, at w enever t e eglster 0 ee s 
sh~t11 be Treasurer of the county, such bond shall be given 
to the Clerk of the Court of Sessions. 

SEC. 2. Be it furthe1'enacted, That whenever it shall Vi'benno 

'happen that no person shall have a majority ~f all the votes bchoice is] made 
y peop e, 

legalty returned, for a Register of Deeds in any county with- ~hat proceed
. h' S . h II b h d f h C f . mg. are to be 111 t IS ta te, It s a e t e uty 0 t e ourt b SeSSIOns to bad at another 

issue their w;rants to the Selectmen of tQwns, and to the trial. 
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~Assessors of plantations, to call meetings of the qualifieu 
electors, to vote for. a. Register of Deeds; and the votes 
shall be received, sorted,. counted and declared, and lists 
thereof recorded and certified to the Court of Sessions, in 
the manner prescribed in the first section of this Act; which 
certified lists shall be returned to the Clerk of the Court of 
Sessions previous to the time to which said Court shall 
adjourn, for the purpose of examining the same. 

Register of SEC. 3. Be it flirther enacted, That every Register of 
D~edslt70 re-t Deeds in', this State, for each deed or instr111:llent maae for Celve cen s { . 
duty on all the conveyance of land, or any title therein, brought to his 
deeds, ~c. for 
use of ~ounty. office to be recorded, shall, before he record the same, de-

mand and receive, of the person .bringing the same, seven
feen cents; and on or before the first day of April annually,. 
shall account on oath for., and pay to the Treasurer of the 
same county, all the duties that shall besoreceived; and 
said Register shall be allowed for receiving and paying said 
duties, at the rate of two per cent. thereon. 

W~en Regi5- SEC. 4. Be it fil1'ther enacted,That when any Register of ter IS found 
guilty of mi5- Deeds, upon the preseritment of the Grand Jury, or inform-
conduct ~c. ' f hAG I' h S J d' . I in office: his. atlOn 0 t e ttorney. enera, ill t e upreme u lCla 
d:to;e~:dt~obe Court, shall by confession, demurrer, verdict or default, af

. Clerk ofS~-. ter·reasonable notice, be found guilty of misconduct or mis-
premeJudiclal b h ' . , h' 'd ffi- h b f' fir . Court, e avlOtll' ill. IS Sal 0 ce; or t at y reason 0 ill mlty 

of body 91' mind, he is incapable of discharging the duties 
thereof; the said Court shall enter up judgmellt thereon 
that the same Register be removed anq. displaced from the 
said' office; and thereupon issue a writ to the Sheriff of the 
same county, to take the books and papers,' to the. said of; 
fice belonging, and them deliver over to the Cle;rk of said 
Court, to be by him carefully kept, until a Register shall be 
duly chosen and qualified as the law directs. 

In case of SEC. 5. Be it fU1,ther enacted, That upon the death, resig
~eath,resigna- nation' or removal Qf any Register of Deeds two 01' more tion or remoy.. , , , 
al of Register, Justices of the Sflssions, living in or near the shii'e town of 
what proceed- h h II ' h . . d' d h S 
mgs are to be t e county, s a Issue t ell' warrants, rrecte to t e e-
had, lectmen of the several towns, and assessors of plantations, 

within such co~mty, directing them to convene the inhabi
tants of their respective towns and planfa,tions, qualified as 
aforesaid, and to pro~eed to the choice of some person quali~ 
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ned as aforesaid, to fill up the vacancy; and the said Justices 
. / shall make their warrants returnable to themselves at a day 

certain, and shall giye notice to the other Justices of the Ses
sions of their _proceedings therein, and request them to m.eet 
upon the day appointed for the return of the said warrants, at 
some certain place in the shire town; arid the major part 
of the JusLices of such Court, who shall meet at the time and 
.place assigned as aforesaid, shall examine the returns made 
as before directed, and the person having the majorIty of 
votes, after being sworn, and giving bonds as aforesaid, shall 
be th~ Register of Deeds, for such county, until the time ap
pointed by this Act for the election :of Registers of Deeds 
throughout the State. 
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SEC. 6. Be it fl.trther enacted, That whenever a vacancy In case Dr 'I'll

. h ffi' f R . t f D d . . h 11 h caney, Clerk In teo ce 0 egIs er 0 . ee s In any county sa. ap- of Supreme 

Pen, the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court of such coun- tJudib-cial Court -
o e sworn-

ty, being first" sworn to th~ faithful discharge of the tiust, and take 

h 11 k · h' d h -, 1 b ks h . h Charge and s a ta e Into IS custo Y t e severa 00 ,'w ereIn t e perform cer-

d . d d f 1 d . d d th 'th tain duties of ee s an conveyances 0 an are recor e , toge er WI Register, duro . 

the deeds and other papers to the said office belonging. And ing such va:, 
. caney. 

the said Clerk shall receive all deeds and other papers' . 
brought to be recorded, during such vacancy, and he shall 
note thereon the time of their being received, and the rec~ 
ord shall bear date accordingly; and such Clerk is also 
-empowered during such vacancy, to make out attested cop-
ies of any such deeds :ilfd other papers and records to him 
committed as aforesaid; which copies shall be valid to all 
inten~s and purposes as though the same had been made 
out by any Register qualified as aforesaid;· for which cop. 
ies the said Clerk shall be allowed the same fees as is 01' 

may be provided for Registers in similar cases. And 'upon 
the appointment of a Register as aforesaid, he shall'deliver 
up the said books, deeds and papers, into his hands. 

[Approved March 19, 1821.] 
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