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Rule ot esti. 
mating dam­

. ages. 

ATTORNIES. 

liable for, and pay damages, at the following rates, viz. Up-' 
on all such bills payable within the States of New-Hamp­
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode-Island, Connecticut 
or New-York,three per cent. onthe amount of such bill; if 
payable within the States of New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Del­
aware, Maryland, Virginia or District of Columbia, five per 
cent.; if payable within the States of North Carolina, South 
Carolina or Georgia, six per cent.; if payable within any 
other of the United States, 01' the territories thereof, nine 
per cent. 

On protested SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That when any Bill of Ex­
~~~o~:' !..~~o change, or order for the payment of money drawn or en-
asble in tdh~ dorsed within this State, for one hundred dollars, or up-
~~~ ,,' 

ta~ce of75' wards, and payable at any place WIthIn the same, distant 
miles from fi 'I . fr h I h h place where seventy ve ml es or more, om t e pace were t e same 
drawn. is drawn or endorsed as aforesaid, which shall not be duly 

. Rule for esti­
mating dam­
ages. 

Qualification 
for admission 
to practice'as 
Attorney in 
Courts of this 
State. 

accepted and paid according to the order of said bill, or if 
accepted, which shall not be paid according to the terms of 
the acceptance, the person drawing or endorsing the same, 
within this State at· the distance of seventy five miles or 
more from the place of payment, and who is liable by law, 
for the contents of said bill or order, to the holder thereof 
or any party thereto, shall, in addition to the contents of 
said bill or order, and lawful interest and cost thereon, be 
also liable for, and shall pay damages at the rate of one per 
centum on. the amount 'ther~of, 

[Avproved February 28, 1821.] 

--:0:--

CHAPTER LXXXIX. 

An Act regulating the admission of Attornies and anthorizing particular person~, 
. in certain cases, to prosecnte and defend suits at law. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen­

tatives,in Legislature assembled, That np person shall be ad­
mitted and allowed to be an Attorney of any COUI't in· this 
State, unless he is a person of good moral character, .and is 
well affected towards the Government and Constitution of 
this State, nor until he shall have faithfully devoted seven 
years at least to the acquisition of scientific and.l~gal attain~ 



AT'l'ORNIES. 

ments, whereof three years shall have been spent in profes­
sional studies, with some Counsellor at law, and two of the 
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three with such Coun~ellor in this State; and no person Attornie! to be 

shall be admitted to practise as an Attorney in allY Court c:::' in open. 

_ of Justice within this State, until he shall in open Court 
have· taken and subscribed the oath or affirmation pre­
scribed in the Constitution of this State, and an oath, in 
tenor following: 

You solemnly swear, that you will do no falsehood, nor .. 
h d ' f·' C d 'f k f Form .,( oath, <:onsent to t e . omg 0 any m ourt i-an I you now 0 . 

an intention to commit any, you will give knowledge there-
.of to the Justices of the Court, or some of them, that it may 
be prevented; you will not wittingly or willingly promote 
or sue any false, groundless, or unlawful suit, nor give aid 
or consent to the same; you will delay no man for lucre or 
malice; but you will ,conduct yourself in the office of an At­
torney within the Courts, according to the best of your 
lmowledge and discretion, and with all good fidelity, as well 
to the Courts as your clients; So help you GOD. 

P1'Ovided always, That if any person shall hereafter com- Without hav­

mence practice as an Attorney or Counsellor at law, in any in~thcomhplied 
. WI sue r~ .. 
place or in any Court in this State, without such previous qui:itioni not 

d d' akin· , entItled to pay 
term an course of stu les, or t g such oath as aforeSaId, for services, 

.or without paying into the county treasury the excise duty 
required by law, he shall not be entitled to demand or re..-
ceive any remimeration for professional services. 

SEC. 2. Be ·it further enacted, That the plaintiff or plain- Two aUornie. 

tiffs in any suit, shall not be allowed to manage their cause only, hall~dwed 
. on eac 81 e.. 

by more than two Attornies, nor shall any defendant be al- . 
lowed to employ a .greater number. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That every citizen be, Any permn of 

and hereby is, authorized to appear in any Court, and be- ~h~!:;;~;a~ay 
fore any tribunal, Judge, Justice· of the Peace or Magistrate, a~pear by sPe" 

. d d J.' d h' ,. 'b h' If d CIa! power, to prosecute an elen IS smt or actIOn Y lIDse an . by 
any _person of a decent and good moral character, whom he 
shall call to his aid or appoint for that purpose; and that 
any persqn of such decent and good moral character, who 
shall produce in Court a power or letter of Attorney, special-
ly for that purpose, from any person whomsoever, shall hay!} 
full authority, t1Iough his principal be absent, to prosecute 
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and defend any suit or. J?atter, wherein his ptincipal shall 
be concerned, to final judgment and execution; and to 
plead, implead, or manage the same case as fully as if 
such person, so authorized, was an Attorney of such Court, 
and admitted and sworn in usual form as prescribed by law, 
and agreeably to the rules of such Court. 

No person SEC. 4. Be it jU1·ther .enacted, That no person shall engage 
sh~l be coun- or be employed as Counselor Attorney, before any Court 
selm a cause • h' h' S' . h' h h h II h d in which he WIt m t IS tateT m any actIOn W IC e s a ave eter-
~;~t~c~s mined as Judge or Justice of the Peace; and if any person 

as aforesaidT shall appear as Counselor Attorney in any ac~ 
tion or SUit, he shall not be permitted to prosecute, defend, 

No Justice answer to, or manage, such action or suit. And no Justice of 
shall sit in a the Peace within this State, shall hear or determine any civil cause com .. 
menced by action which shall have been commenced by himself or 

. him, ~·c. 
by his order or direction, and every civil actIon commenced 
as aforesaid shall abate. 

No Sherill" or SEC. 5. And be itfurther enacted, That no Sheriff or dep­
~~r~~ s:t~ll uty Sheriff shall be suffered to appear in any Court, or be­
tomey indra fore any Justice of the Peace, as Attorney to, or in behalf of, 
cause or aw ' 
writs, pleas, or assisting, or advising to any party in' a suit; nor shall any 
~·c. 

Sheriff or his deputy be allowed to draw, make or fill up 
any plaint, declaration, writ or process, or to draw or make 
any ph~a for any other person; but all such acts done by 
either of them shall be void. 

[Approved February 10, 1821.] 

--00--

, CHAPTER XC. 

An Act providing for the appointment of Clerks !lfthe Courts.in the several Coun-
ties, and requiring them to render an account of all monies received. 

ClerHo beap- SEC. 1~ BE it enacted by the Senate and House oj Represen­
pointed by tatives in Legislature assembled, That there shall be nom-
Governor and '. " 
Council. inated and appomted by the Governor WIth the adVIce of 

the Council during pleasure, one person in each county in 
this State,who shall be Clerk of all the Judicial Courts, holden 
in the same county, and shall have the care and custody 
of all the records, files and proceedings which have hereto. 
fore been had and now remain in the respective offices of 
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