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BASTARD CHILDREN, 341. 

the real estate of the 'husband, or bf the rents and projits of In case ill-
. . vorce be ' 

the same, shall be assigned and set off to the WIfe, for, and decreed, what 

d ., k f h proceedIng's urmg her life, and mayma e use 0 suc process to en, shall be h.id as 

· force such judgment, as may be deemed necessary and prop. to property, 

er. And in case a divorce shall be decreed for cruelty in In case of di­

the wife whether there shall be issue 01' not of the marriag' e vorce for .~h'e 
., . , cruelty of mfe, 

at the time of the divorce, the Court may brder to her ares- what proceed-
, . ings shall· be 

toratlOn of the whole, or such part of her lands, tenements hadasto prop, 

and hereditaments, and may also assign alimony as they erty. 

may judge proper. 
. SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, If any persons who shall Punishme?t, 

b di d fi h ' h f ffin' ., for cohabIting e vorce or t e cause elt er 0 a Ity or consanguilllty or living in the 

shall, after such divorce, cohabit together, such persons so !~:: ~~~~:ce 
· offending shall he liable to all the pains and penalties pro-, from,bond of 

vided by the laws then in being against incest; . and jI any matrl1llony. 

persons shall cohabit or live together in the same house after 
· a divorce, for the cause of prior marriage or adultery, such 

persons shall be liable to all the pains and penalties provid-
ed by the laws then in being against adultery. Provided al" Decree of di-
, . ' vorce for adul" 
1vays, . That no decree of dIvorce for or on account of adul- tery not to bal' 

· tery, shall bar the issue.of such marriage frol!1 inheriting; ~~!~~rw.~;it. 
hut the question of the right of such child or children to in" ance. 

herit shall be tried and settled' upon the principles of COIn-
· mon law, in the same ·mannei· as thoug!:). tliis Act had never. 

been made •. 
• [Approved Fehruary 10, 1821.] 

--00---

CHAPTER LXXII. 

An Act for the maintenaoce of Bastard Children. 

'SEc. 1-. BE it enacied by the Senate and FIouse of Rep1'e- When a wo-
. . . L . l bl d TI h man shall ac-sentatlVes, ~n egIs atU1'e -asseme, lat w enever any wo- cuse a. man as 

man who hath been delivered of a ba.stard child, or being fathder °b~ladbas-
tar C 1 J be-

pregnant"with a child which if born alive, may be a bastard, fore a Ju~tice 
h 11 f b · h h' of the Peace, 

S a accuse any man 0 emg t e fat er thereof before any wbat proceeq-

Justice 'of the Peace and desire a prosecution against the ~na~~shall be 

man whom she accuses of being the father of the child, the 
JustiCe shall then proceed to take her accusation and exam-
'inatiod; in writing, under oath, respecting the man so aC', 
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eused, and tlie time and place where she w~s begotten with 
child, with such other ciJ-cumstances as he shall judge ne~ 

cessary for the discovery of the truth of such accusation, 
Ab clcdused t~ be and at his discretion may bind him. that is so accused. to the 

e to give . . 
bond to appear next Circuit Court of Common Pleas, with sufficient s~ety 
and answer at, . h· , d b'd h 
next C. C, C, or suretIes, to answer to sue accusatIOn, an a let e 
Pleas, order of Court th~reon. And if the woman be not then de-
If woman be , , 
unable to at- livered, or be unable personally to attend the saId Court, 
tend Court, or d h' . I f h' d h b d not delivered . mayor er t e contmuance or rene~a 0 -IS an er on, 
caus~ ma

d
y bed that they may be forth coming at the next Circuit Court of 

contInue an 
bond rCl;e,,'ed Common Pleas after the birth of the child, and the contin-
or continued, liance of such bonds aforesaid to the. next Circuit Court of 

Common Pleas entered thereon by order of the said Court, 
(unless the surety or sureties shall object thereto) shall have 
the same force and effect as a recognisance taken in Court 

What roof for the next ·term. "And if she being put upon the discovery 
necessa;'y! ~d of the truth respecting the same 3ccusation in the time of 
",hatadmlsSl- h .. 'I h ·11 h h f b ' llie on triai, er traval ,s a t ereupon accuse t e same person 0 erqg 

the fatheI' of the child, of which she is about to be deliv_ 
ered, and shall continue constant in such accusation, and 
shall prosecute him as the father of such child before the 
Circuit Court of Common Pleas in the manner herein pre~ 
scribed, (in which prosecution she shall be admitted as 
a competent witness, and her credibility. be left to the Jury) 
and such examination shall be given in evidence on the trial 
of the issue or if by default or by his plea he shall admit the 
truth of the allegations contained in said prosecution, he 

Adjudic.ation shall be adjudged the reputed father of such child, and stand 
by the Court, charged with the maintenance thereof, with .the assistance 
on verdict "r 
default, and of the mother, as the Justices of the same Court shall order; 
order thereon, . dIll' , . C h 'd d d an s la gIve securIty to perlorm t e sal or er, an to 

save the town or place which might be otherwise charge, 
able with the maintenance of such .. child, free from charge 
for its maintenance, and may be committed to prison until 
he.find sureties for the same, unless the pleas and proofs 
made and produced on the behalf of the man so accused, 
and other circumstances, be such as the Jury, by whom the 

Form oflhe issue, ':hether he ,is guil,ty or ,not guilty, shall b~ tried, shall 
. issue.to be tri- find hIm not gUIlty; ill WhI<;h case the. JustIces of the 
e~, said Court shall a·cqujt him thereof: and t,he verdict of 
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'the Jury of the same Court whether guilty or not guilty, 
shall be final respecting such issue: PrIYDided, That no p , ", t' rCWLSo as £) 

,\Toman 'shall be admitted as a witness as aforesaid, who has the testimony 

b "d' f '" h" h uld b I'd' lif ofthe woman, een convicte 0 any crIme, w IC' WO Y aw lsqua y 
her from being a witness in any other cause: And provuled 
also That no woman after she has made an- application as H,er settle~ent 

, WIth or dis-
afore~aid to a Justice of the Peace for a prosecution against charge of the 

h · . 1: h f b d hi' Old d - t1 h J " mao accused, t e putative lat er 0 a astar c ,an alter suc ustlce after com-

has taken her accusation and examination on oath, shall be pIa tint tbmade, d _ no 0 e goo, 
allowed to make any settlement with such father, or give any or,offered ,in 
.1" h hi h . 1 eVIdence, if 0 b-ulSC arge, w ch shall be given in evidence on t e t1'1a of any jccted to by 

slich complaint to affect or bar the same, if it is objected to in ~f~heo;~~~,ers 
writing by the overseers of the poor of any town, intel'ested <¥c" 
in the maintenance and support of such mother or bastard 
child. 

SEC. 2. Be it fU1'thC1" enacted, That $y Justice of the Any Justic~ 
P " " h' S "hi may issue a eace m any county, m t IS tate, may Issue s warrant, warraot to ar-

,directed to the proper officer in his o\vn county on any rest the aCCllS-
. , " . ed, on com-

such complamt made on oath, and accompamecl by the ac- plaint on ~ath, 
- " d ." f h dir d 'd accompamed Cl1satlOn an exammatlOn 0 suc woman, ecle to an by the accllsa-

made before any other Justice ofthe Peace" and such Justice ~ion,andexam-, , mation taken 
so 'issuing his warrant, may proceed to require of the man ac- befo:e another 

I;:used, when apprehended and brought before him"a bond Jusllcc, 

with sufficient sureties as in this Act is provided, condition-
d £ h" h C" . C f C PI Sameprocced-e or IS appearance at t e ll'CUlt ourt 0 ommon eas ingsto be had, 

next to be holden in the county where the complaint was 
mader 

[Approved February 14, 1821.] 

--'-00-'-

CHAPTER LXXIII. 

An Act to establish Ceurts of Sessions" 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esen- Courts 

tatives, in Legislature assembled, That there shall be a Court Iished. 

of Sessions in the several counties within this State, to con-
sist of one Chief Justice and not exceeding four nOr less 
than two Associate Justices, at the discretion of the Gover-
nor and Council, a majority of whom appointed for any 
county may cO~lstitute a quorum for doing business; to be 

l __ ~ __ '~~~ __________ ~_ ~_~ ___ _ 

cst.o.b-
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