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LAWS

STATE OF MAINE;

—_

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED

THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE U.STATES
AND OF SATD STATE,

IN TWO VOLUMES,

WITH AN APPENDIX.

" YOL.I
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BASTARD CHILbREN 347

the real estate of the husband, or of the rents and proﬁts of In ‘éasebgl'
vorce N
the same, shall be assigned and set off to the wife, for "and decreed what

during her life, and may make use of such process to en- fﬁ;ﬁe,ff}]“f; as
“force such judgment, as may be deeméd necessary and prop- *© Propety:
er. And in case a diyorce shallhe decreed for cruelty in In case of di-
the wife, whether there shall be issue or not of the marriage, ¥orce_for the
Bl e , cruelty of wife,
at the time of the divorce, the Court may order to her a res- what p}l;olcleeg~
toration of the whole, or such part of her lands, tenements ﬁ(fa:toapmpe_
- and hereditaments, and may also assign alimony as they % '
may judge proper. oo
__Sec. 6. Beit further enrtcted If any persons who shall Punisbment
fc iabiting
be divorced for the cause either of affinity or consanglumty oorrnf,?,,g in the

. same house
shall, after such divorce, cohabit together, such’ persons so Spoe gt

“offending shall be liable to all the pains and penalties pro- from bond of
. . . . . . .- mnatrimony.
vided by the laws then in being against incest; and if any :
persons shall cohabit or live together in the same house after
. a divorce, for the cause of prior marriage or adultery, such
persons shall be liable to all the pains and penalties provid-
ed by the laws then in being against adultery. = Provided al- Decree of di-
vorce for adul+
- ways, That no decree of dIVOI‘CG for or on account of adul- tery not to bar
_tery, shall bar the issue of such marriage from inheriting; Sioenof,
but the question of the right of such child or children to in- a1
herit shall be tried and settled upon the principles of com-
- mon law, in the same manner as though this Act had never
been made. -

: [Approved I"eol‘uary 10, 1821 ]

: 00~
_ CHAPTER LXXII.
An Act for the rnaintenance of Baslnrd Children.

- Sze. 1. Bz it enacied by y the Senate and House of Repre- When 2 wo-

man shall ac-
sentatives, in Legislature ussembled, That whenever any wo- il » man as

man who hath been delivered of a bastard child, or being fither ofs bas-
pregnant with a child which if born alive, ‘may be a bastard, fore a Justice
shall accuse any man of being the father thereof hefore any ?fhﬂ“}rﬁiiiél
Justiceof the Peace and desire a prosecution against the i€ shall be
man-whom she accuses of being the father of the chlld the

Justice shall then proceed to take her accusation and exam-

“inatioi; in writing, under oath, respecting the man so ac
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¢used, and the time and place where she was begotten with |
child, with such other circumstances as he shall judge ne-
cessary for the discovery of the truth of such accusation,
and at his discretion may bind him that is so accused, to the
next Circiit Court of Common Pleas, - with sufficient surely
or sureties, to answer to such accusation, and abide the
order of Court thereon. And if the woman be not then de-
livered, or be unable personally to attend the said Court,
may order the continuance or renewal of Lis and her bond,
that they may be forth coming at the next Circuit Court of
Common Pleas after the birth of the child, and the contin-
uance of such bonds aforesaid {o the. next Circuit Court of
Common Pleas entered thereon by order of the said Court,
(unless the surety or sureties shall object thereto) shall have
the same force and effect as a recognisance taken in Court
for the next term. "And if she being put upon the discovery
of the truth respecting the same zccusation in the time of
her travail, shall thereupon accuse the same person of being
the father of the child, of which she is-ahout to be deliv.
ered, and shall continue constant in such accusation, and
shall prosecute him as the father of such child before the
Circuit Court of Common Pleas in the manner herein pre-
scribed, (in which prosecution she shall be admitted as
a competent witness, and her credibility.be left to the Jury)
and such examination shall be given in evidence on the trial
of the issue or if by default or by his plea he shall admit the .
truth of the allegations contained in said prosecution, he
shall be adjudged the reputed father of such child,and stand
charged with the maintenance thereof, with the assistance
of the mother, as the Justices of the same Court shall order ;
and shall give security to perform the said order, and to
save the town or place which might be otherwise charge-
able with the maintenance of such ,child, free from charge
for its maintenance, and may be committed to prison until
he.find sureties for the same, unless the pleas and proofs
made and produced on the behalf of the man so accused,
and other circumstances, be such as the Jury, by whom the
issue, whether he is guilty or not guilty, shall be tried, shall
find him not guilty; in which case the Justices of the

_ said Comt shall acquit him ‘hereof; and t,he verdict of
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the Jury of the same Court whether guilty or not guilty,

shall be final respecting such issue: Provided, That no Proviso as to -
woman shall be admitted as a witness as aforesaid, who has the testimony
been convicted of any crime, which would by law disqualify ofthe woman.
. her from being a witness in any other cause: And provided

also, That no woman after she has made an- application as Her setiement
aforesaid to a Justice of the Peace for a prosecution against charge of the
the putative father of a bastard child, and after such Justice :}?:rizilfm
has taken her accusation and examination on oath, shall be Eﬁif;;‘;“gg;d,
allowed to make any settlement withsuch father, or giveany or offered in

evidence, if ob-
discharge, which shall be given in evidence on the trial of any jécted to by

such complaint to affect or bar the same, if it is objected to in f,‘;ih:;‘;‘;f, B,

ertmg by the overseers of the poor of any town, interested $¢-

in'the maintenance and support of such mother or bastard

child.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That any Justlce of the Any Justice

Peace in any county, in this State, may issue his warrant, maylsmen
- directed to the proper officer in his own county on any Z‘f;t the accus-

such complaint made on oath, and accompanied by the ac- plaiat on oath,

cusation and examination of such woman, directed to and {";;",‘L‘;“;i‘;‘ﬁ;‘a_

made before any other Justice of the Peace ; and such Justice, f;‘:{lzﬁdtfd‘{z‘;l

soissuing his warrant, may proceed to require of the man ac- before another

cused, when apprehended and brought before him,.a bond Justice

with sufficient sureties as in this Act is provided, condition-

ed for his appearance at the Circuit Court of Common Pleas ngff E‘fﬁig

next to be holden in the county where the complaint was

made,

[Approved February 14, 1821.]

CHAPTER LXXIIL
An Act to establish Cémﬁ of Sessions.

See. 1. Beitenacted by the Senate and House of Represen- ¢ o oo
tatives, in Legislature assembled, That there shall be a Court lished.
of Sessions in the several countiés within this State, to con-
sist of one Chief Justice and not exceeding four nor less
than twa Associate Justices, at the discretion of the Gover-
nor and Council, a majority of whom appointed for any
county may constitute a quorum for doing business; to be

’
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