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Enumeration 
of promises, 
void if not ~ 
wriM~. 

FRAUDS AND PERJURY. 

CHAPTER LIII. 

An Act to pre.enl; Frauds and Petjmj. ' 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repn­
sentatives, in Legislatm'e assembled,That no action shall be' 
brought whereby to charge all executor or administrator, 
'upon any special promise, to answer damages out of his own 
estate; or whereby to charge the defendant, upon any spe­
cial promise, to answer for the debt, defaUlt or misdoings· of 
another person, or to 'charge any person upon any agree­
merit made upon consideration of marriage, or upon any 
agreement that is not'to be performed within the space of 
one year, from the making thereof; and no 'action shall' 
hereafter be maintained upon imy contract for the sale of 
lands, tenements or hereditaments, or any interest in, or 
concerning the same, unless the agreement upon which such 
action shall be brought, or stime. memorandum or note there­
of, shall be in writing, and signed by the party to be charg­
ed therewith, or some other person' thereunto by him lawo 

fully authorized. . 
All leases, ~·c. SEC. 2. Be it I':urther enacted That all leases, estates, 
_~~~. J" •• 
to hare no oth- mterests of freehold, or terms of years; or any uncertam m­
er force or ef- f . f ' . I d . 
fectthanleases terests 0 , ill or out 0 , any messuages, an s, tenements or 
~ill.states at hereditaments, made or created by livery and seizin only, 

or by parole, and not put in writing, and signed py the par­
ties so making or creating the same, or their, agents thereun~ 
to lawfully authorized by writing, shall have the force and 
effect of leases or estates at will only; and shall not, either 
in law or equity, be deemed or taken to have any other or 
greater force or effect; any consideration for making any 

. such parole leases or estatcs notwithstanding. And no 
No leases, es- I .. h f f . h ld . f 
tates, ~·c. shall eases, estates or mterests, elt er 0 . ree 0 or term 0 

be assigned, years or any uncertain interest of in to or out of any, granted or sur- , , , , 
rendered, un- messuages, lands, tenements or hereditaments, shall at any 
less by deed, • b . d d d d' I . b b 
or writing, tIme, e asslgne , grante or surren ere , un ess It e y 
~i~~~ t~.the deed or note in writing, signed by the party so assigning, 
1 . granting or surrendering the same, 01' their agents thercunto 

lawfully authorized by writing~ OL' by act and operation of 
law. 
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SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That ilb contract for the No cor.tract 
" . h d' £ h . for sale of 'sale of any goods, wares; or merc an lze; or t e prIce of gO,ods for the 

thirtY'aolla:rs 'or inore, shall be allowed to be good, excep~ ~~I~O~~ ~~~d. 
the purchaser shall accept part of the gciodsso sold, and :Ie~~ i~~it. 
actually reteive th'esamc, or give something in earnest to ex~cut~d. y 

bind the bargain, or in part payment, 01' that some note or 
memorandum in writing' of the said bargain: be made and 
~igned by the parties to be charged by such contract,or 
their agents thereunto lawfully authorized~ , 

; [Approved March 8,'182H] , 

-00-

'CHAPTER LIV~ 

.An Act establishing a Supreme Judicial Court withirithis State . 

. SEC. 1. BE it enacted by tlu Senate and House of Repre-
, " COllft ~stilb-

sentatives~' :in Lcgislahtie assembled, That there shall be Usbed. 

a Supreme JudiCial' Cciurt ':withih this, State, to consist of 
one Chief Jtistice arid two other Justices, each of whom 
shall be an inhabitant of this' State; of sobriety of man-
nersand learned in the law,to be appointed and com-
missioned as is by the Constitution provided,' and they .. or 
,any two of them~ shalI'be a Court, and have cognizance of 

P' leas real, personal and mixed; and of all civil actions be- J '-di t' 
. . urI:: C IOn, 

tween party and party, and between the State and ar:tY of ~c. 
the citizens thereof, whether the same do concern the realty, 
and. relate to right of freehold, inheritance or possession, 
whether the same do con'cern the personalty, and relate to 
any matter of debt, contract, damage or perso~al injury; 
and also all mixed actions, which do concern the realty and 
personalty brought legally before the same Supreme' Judi­
cial Court, by appeal, review, writ of error, or otherwise; 
and in all such actions real, personal and' mixed, to give 
such judgment, and award such execution, as the cornmon 
rules of justice'and the laws of this State shall direct; and 
shall take cognizance of all capital and other offences and 
misdemeanors whatsoever of a public nature, tending either 
to a breach of the peace, or the oppression of the citizen, or 
raising of faction, controversy or debate, to any manner of 
misgovernment; and of every crime whatsoever that is 
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