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DISTILLING, 117 

CHAPTER XXIX • 

. An ,Act for pre,~nting abuses -in distilling of Strong Liquors; with Leaden Head~ 
. or Pipes. .. 

SEC. 1. ·BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- Penalty fa; 

. 'L' It· b·Z d Th if ' h 11 distillin~ tat~'Des, m eg1s a U1'e assem e, at any person s a through'" lead-

Presume. to distil or draw off any spirits . or strong liquors e,:, heads, 
" ... . pIpes and 

through leaden heads,'worms or pipes, upon legal conviction lVarms. 

thereof, before any Court of competent jJITisdiction, shall 
forfeit and pay a sum of three hundred dollars. . 

SEC. 2. Be it furthe1~ enacted, That no brazier, pewterer, Warms, 'or' 

or other artificer whatsoever, shall presume to make any ~:"~ad~o~/a 
worm or head (for distilling) of coarse and base pewter, or base metal. 

such as hath, any mixture of ,lead in It, under the penalty of 
three hundred dollars.. ' . 

SEC. 3. Be -it fiw·the1' -enacted, That in each town within Towns may 

this State, where the distilling trade is carried on, it may ,be l\chaose Ass~y 
. • ,iasters to In-

lawful for the inhabitants thereof, at theIr annual town meet- spect and try 
• !" h' f ill h A heads and mg. lor c Olce 0 town 0 cers, to c oose two or more ssay worms. 

Masters, whose business itshall be to inspect and make tri-
al of any such heads and worms, as shall be suspected by 
them; and if, upon their assaying and, trial of them, they be 
found to be made of lead,' or of other base 'metal, or to have 
an alloy of lead or other base metal in them, they shalL give 

.notice thereof to the distiller or owner thereof, who is here

.b:y'forbiddep to.makeany further use thereof in distilling, 
-under the afqresaid penalty of three hundred dollars. 

_ SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That· the Assay Masters or Assay Ma.ters' 

Inspectors are hereby empowered to enter into any Still- may' enter still-

h 
' . - hauoes, .!,i·c. tG 

house or place,where sue utensIls are suspected to be kept, examine. 

and to cut off so much of them as shalLbe needful to make 
an assay or trial of them. . And every distiller shall . be 

. . - Certificate tl> 
obliged to produce.a certificate, under the hands of the As- be produced 

M !" h ' b· !" II h . h d d -of A-say Ma..-say asters,Ior t e tllDe emg,Ior ate pewter ea ~.an ters: 

'worms which they shall make use of in-distilling, that they 
have been tried and are approved of by them for good pew-
ter, and that they have put their mark and number upon 
them; for which mark a stamp shall be forthwith prepared 

. at the town charge: For which certificate and every ass:ay 
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~fiee. fordcer- made by them, they shall be allowed by the distiller or 
tt cate an as- . 
say. owner 'of such heads and worms,.fhe sum of one dollar. The 
Certificate to s~id. certificate, with mark and number to be entered in the 
b:tehnteTred Town Clerk's book, for which service the Town Clerk shall 
1'\""1 own -
Clerk. . be allowed ten cents. . 

SEC. 5. Be it furtkerenacted, That all forfeitures and pen
Penalties. how alties arising by 'viTiue of this Act shall be the one half to 
recovered and ,'. 
appropriated. the poor of the town, where the offence is committed, and 

the other half to him or them, that shall inform and sue for 
the same. And further, that all Assay Masters, ~hosen to 

.. that office, shall make oath as' follows, viz. I, A. B. do sol~ 
1::ili! master 8 emnly. swear that I will, to the best of my skill, prove and 

make trial of all worms and still heads, within the town of 
9. that are used, !?r designed to be made use of, in di~tillingl 
that shall come to'my knowledge, for which there is no cer
tificatein the Town Clerk's book, and will make a true and 
faithful report thereof to the Town Clerk,for the time being. 
So help me God. 

[Approved March 15, 1821.] 

--00-

CHAPTER XXX: 

An Act relating to the punishment of Convicts. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Re:pre

:~~~~:m~~t sentatives, in Legislature assembled, That, whenever any ~er
to be executed son convicted of any crime or offence whatever shall be du-
in county gaol. ' 

ly sentenced therefor to solitary imprisonment and confine-
ment to hard labour by any Court of this State or of the 
United Statl1s, the Court before whom such conviction shall 
be had, may order the sentence to be executed in the com
mon gaol or hous~ of correction of the County in which the 
offence shall have been committed. And the keeper of such 

Gaoler direct- gaol or house of correction is hereby authorized and requ~. 
ed. ed to execute such sentence of solitary imprisonment, by 

confining the convict in one of the cells of the gaols or house 
of correction, if any such there be, and if there be none, then 
in the most retired and solitary part of the prison or house 

Trea!IDe~t of of correction' and during the tiine of such solitary confine-
COOV1cts III 501-' . 

ment: the co~vict shall be fed on· bread and water only;· un~ 
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