
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



OF THE 

STATE O~ MAINE; 
- , 

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED 

THE 

CONSTITUTION OF THEU.-STATES-

AND OF SAID STATE, 

.IN TWO VOLUME., 

WITH AN APPENDIX. 

, ................. 

Published according to a'resolve of the State, passed 

-March 8, 1821. 

BRUNSWICK. 

Printed by J. Griffin, for the State. 

1821. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 



VOLUME THE FIRST. 

~age. 
40 L. 12 of the page for 'preceding' read 'presiding' 
54 Sec. 4 L. 14 of Sec. for 'time' read 'term' 
55 7 2 for 'a' read 'or' " " 
55 7 9 before tbe' word 'said' insert'the' 
56' 9 3 for 'tbe' read' her' 
57 1 6 for 'to' read 'in' 
58 1 5 for 'and"after the word 'house' 

read 'or' 
61 in the title of the act, ch. vi. insert 'the' before tbe " 

word 'crimes' 
62 Sec.2. L. 9 ofS. hefore the word 'offender' insert 'such" 
69 16' 8 for' Treasu"rer' read' Treasury' 
73 1 15 after the word 'for' insert 'the' 
77 13 6 for 'to' read 'of' ' 
78 first line of the page, dele the word 'by' 
80 L. 2 of the p. after the word 'willingly' insert' aid or' 
80 17 for 'counterfeited' read 'counterfeit' 
R2 1 after the word 'in' insert 'all' 
82 Sec. 7 L. 4 of Sec. after the word 'devised' dele 'or' 

and insert'., , 
83 Sec,7 L. I"t of S. for 'aggravations' read 'aggravation' 
.ll4 10 6 for 'and' read 'or' 
90 lst L. of p. for 'Commissioner' read 'Co=issioners' 
90 L. 20" before the word 'Commissioner' insert 'said' 
97 6 for 'assumsit' read 'assumpsit' 
97 14 for 'cover, read 'covin' 
98 at the end of th~ act for 'January' read' February' 
99 L.17 of p. after the word 'year' dele' ; , 8r insert' , and' 

100 15 at the end of the line insert 'the' 
]05 at the end ofthe Act for '1820' read '1821' 
108 L • .14 of page, for 'nuisances' read 'nuisance' 
108 20 after tbe word 'each' insest :one' 
III 25 after the word 'fail' insert 'of' 
lI3 11 for 'on' read 'or' 
144 last for 'performance' read" ' performing' 
145 Sec. 2 L,9 of Sec. after tlle word 'of' insert 'the' 
147 7 6 before the word 'release' for 'to' 

read' a' 
150 Sec. 6. L.2 of Sec. for 'in' read 'is' 
151 in the title, hefore the word 'Lands' insert 'reserved' 
;I53 1st line of the p. for 'whenever' read ~Ivhere\'er' " 
155. last before the word 'Court' for 'a' read 'anv' 
156 Sec. 4 L. 26 of Sec. for 'notification' read notificatiOlis' 
159 9 8 for 'p:Jtpose' read 'purposes' 
167 14 5 for 'votes' read 'vote' 
193 4 10 dele 'sucb' 
199 17" 1 for ', ... hen' read 'where' 
202 22 6 after the word 'near, dele 'to' 
21)2 23 10 for 'be' read 'he' 
203 24 16 for 'of' read' in' 
203 25 16 for' meeting' read 'meetings' 
205 L. IS of p. before the word 'estate' insert 'other' 
210 2 hefore the word 'tenement' insert 'other' 
215 4 before the word 'gUardians' insert 'guar-

dian or' 
226 Sec. 73 L. 6 of Sec. Ilele 'a' 
229 3 last for 'agreeably' read 'agreeable' 
230 7 19 for 'agreeably' read 'agreeable' 
231 8 6 for 'resided' "read' reside',,, 
242 2. 5 for 'sentence' read 'sentences' 
245 i 3 after the word 'berein' insert 'be-

fore' . 
247 L. 7 of the act, ch. 56, after the word 'otherwise' in-

sert 'interested' 
247 II for 'statement' read 'statements' 
247 Sec. 1 L. 2 of Sec. for 'wbenever' read 'wberever' 
248" 3 1 for 'whenever' read 'wherever'" 
Z'1S 3 11 f~r 'Justice' read >Justice>;' 

Page. ' 
252 L. 3 of p. for' where' read 'wherein' 
257 5 after the word 'have' msert 'his or' 
265 Sec. 39 L. 3 of Sec. for 'when' read 'where' 
271 L. 1 and 3 of p. for 'affect' read 'effect' 
271 Sec. 6 L. 2 of Sec. before tbe word 'execution' 

insert 'the· 
278 19 4 for 'on' read 'in' 
280 1. 2 of p. for 'have' read 'had'" 
281 22 for 'of' read 'on' 
283 13 for 'lies' read 'lays' 
283 last before the word 'defendant' insert 'the' -
284 Sec. 32 L. 2 of Sec. fo~ 'a' read 'any' 
288 5 18 for 'whenever' read 'where"er' 
291, 9 4 for 'as' read 'or' 
292 L. 4. of p. for 'examinations' read 'examination' 
293 Sec. 13 L. 5 of Sec. after the word 'article' in-

sert 'or articles' 
297 7 5 for 'and' read 'or' 
301 L. 8 of p. for 'he' read 'be' , 
309 24 between the words ,the' and 'day' should 

310-
311 
312 
312 

20 
2 
7 
9 

bea '--' 
for 'debt' read 'debtor' 
for 'l1.rith' read 'and of' 
fot" 'summon' reml 'summons' 
between the words 'o'ur' and 'Court' 

.hould be a '--' " 
318 31 for 'wl'it9'-read 'writ a' 
328 Sec. 8 L.. 4 of Sec. for 'grieved' read 'aggrieved' 
353 L. 14 of p. at the end of the line insert 'the' 
361 Sec. 1 L. 18 of Sec. for' cause' read 'case' 
370 3 10 for 'to' read' of' 
371 2 7 dele 'to' 
373 L. 15 oCr: before the word 'require' insert 'to' 
376 Sec. 1 L 10 of Sec. dele 'the' before the word 

'payment' 
378 at the end of the act, for '17' read '20' 
378 in the title, for 'selection' read 'selecting' 
379 Sec. 4 L. 5 of Sec. before the word 'divide' in. 

394 
395 

404 

1 
1 

1 

9 
8 

34 

sert'shall' 
for 'part' read 'parts' \' 
for 'acceptances' read 'accep
tance' 
before the word 'authorized' 
insert 'hereby' 

407 7 4 dele 'the' " 
4141a.t word of the 1st act on the page, for 'therein' 

'read 'thereon' _ 
423 Sec. 3 L. 15 of Sec. after the word 'assignments'-

insert 'thereof, !lnd also of the assignments' 
424 Sec.6. L.13 of S. after the word 'papers' insert 'as' 
425 L. 7 of p. before the word 'action' insert 'an' 
428 22 for 'twelve' read 'twenty' 
431 8 for' fifteen' read 'fifty' 
432 first line of the page sh~uld be put after the third 
432 L. 5 of the p. dele 'entering' 
432 between the 28th and 29th lines of the p. ,insert 

, Every blank writ of attachment, with a sum~ 
mons thereon, fifteen cents' ' 

432 L. 37 1)f p. for' judgment' read 'jurymen' 
435 9 for 'appear' read 'appean;' 
435 10 for 'make' read 'makes' 
435 IS for "'taking' read 'taxing' 
444 See. 1 L. 6 of Sec. before the word 'records' in-

445 
445 

455 

1 
1 

11 

9 
]9 

1 

sert'the' 
for 'within' read 'DC 
after the word 'eEcap e' insert 
, 'sickness' 
!after the word 'of' insel't 'the' 

\ 



l'.~ovioo. 

'UStrlty, 

is, shall aCtually swear t~ ,the losing the money, goods oi' 
chattels, by gaming with the defendant, at the t4ne and place 
alleged, judgment shall be rendered for the plaintiff to recov-' 
er damage, to the a~ount of the goods or money the defend
ant has received of the plaintift~ by gaming, with costs of 
suit, unless the defendant will swear that he did not receive 
of the plaintiff the money; goods or chattels f9r which he is 
sued, or any part of ,them by gaming; and when the de
fendant discharges himself on oath as aforesaid, he shall re-

.' cover of the plaintiff his reasonable costs: P1'ovided neverthe-
less, Tllat nothing in this Act shall be so construed, as to pre
vent the supporting and proving any declaratio~s, on the 
aforesaid actions, in the same manner as other declarations 
are prove~ but it shall be considered as optional with the 
plaintiff either to proceed in proving his declaration, in the 
way specially provided in this Act,or in the same way oth
er declarations are proved; any thing herein to the contra
rynotwithstanding~ 

Penalty for SEC. 5., BB it fgrthe·l' enacted, That if an.y person shall 
plaJdringdi~t IJlay at cards, dic.e or biliiards, or with any 0ther implements 
Cat' 5, ce or . . 
billiards at used in gaming; in any tavern or house of entertainment, or 
any house of 1 . I' d' J: '1'" '1' , f h entertainment. pace lcense 101' retal lug Spll'ltuouS lquors, or ill any 0 .t e 
, out houses, yards, gardens, or appendages of the same, or 

shall in any of the houses, or licensed place's aforesaid, ex
pose to view any of the implements aforesaid, or shall be 
seen sitting a,t any table therein, with any of the said imple
ments before him, and shall be convicted thereof before any 
Justice of the Peace, or any Circuit COl,lI't of Common Pleas, 
on the presentment of a Grand Jury, the person so offending 
shall forfeit'and pay a sum, not less than one, nor more than 
ten dollars, to the use of the poor of the town where the of
ferce shall be committed. 

[Approved January 27,1821.] 

--:0:--

CHAPTER XIX. 

An Act for the restraining the taking of excessive Usury. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate a~d Hous~ of Reprr.

~?J1.tativei!, ~'n Legislat'!k1'!l ,ff,ssembled, That no person or per-



USURr:. 

sons upon any contract hereafter made, shall take, directly Nh~ollperkson 
s a tao e 

or indirectly for loan o(any monies, wares, merchandise 'or mora than :tt' 
, , . h the rate of SLX 

any other commodities above the value of SIX dollars, for t e pe~cent, inter" 
forb'earaqce of one hundred dollars for a year; and so after est. 
that rate for a greater or lesser ljum, or for a longer or short-
er time; and that all bonds, contracts, mortgages anclassur- Usurious 

il fi 'h f 1 bonds, mort-anc'es rna e or t e payment a any money ent, or cove- gages, ~c. to 
nanted to be lent, upon or for usury, whereupon or whereby be void, 
there shall be reserved or taken above the rate of six dollars 
in the hundred as aforesaid, shall be utterly void; and that 
'any person or persons, 'who shall upon any contract, take, 
accept and receive, by" way and means of any corrupt bar-
gain, loan or exchange, or by covin or deceitful conveyance, 
or" by any other ways or means; for the forbearing or giving 
day of payment for one whole year, of and for'their money, 
OI" other thing or things above the sum of six dollars for 
the 'forbearing of one hundred dollars for a year; so after 
that rate for' a greater or Jesser sum, or for a 10nger.Rr short-
er time, shall forfeit and lose for ev~ry such offenc~ the full 
valu~ of the goods, and monies, or thing or things so lent, 
exchanged, bargained, sold, or agreed for, to be recovered Penalty and 
by indictment or action of the case, one moiety thereof to the ~~Ov~~y. of re

use of this State, and the other moiety to. him or them, who 
prosecutes for the same, any law to the contrary notwith-' , 
standing. ' 

SEC. 2. Be it fWt"thel' enacted, That when any person or In suits au " 
persons shall be sued on any bo~d, contra~t, mortgage or ~~~~~~_~s se
assurance fqr the payment of any monies wares, merchan_Defendant 

• • • ' • IlIny prove tb~ 
dise or other commodItles, where'by or wherein any sum IS usury by hi,~ 
given, secured' or taken for the forbearing or gIving day of oath, 
payment for a longer or shorter time, then, if the creditor be 
alive, and the debtor' or debtors shall come into Court, 
where the said cause is to be tried, and shall offer to inake 
oath, and if required ,by th~ CO,urt, shall actually 'swear to 
the same, that there is taken, reserved or secured by such 
bond,contr\!ct or assmance, above the rate of six dollars in 
fhe hundred, for the -forbearance of the property actually 
lent or sold, whether it b~ in money or other things, for one 
year, and so after that rate for a greater or lesser sum, or 
for a longer or shorter time, or that the creditor or creditors 
have received mQre than at the'rate ofsix dollars in the hup-



100 ~UYiNG NOTES, &i:.. 

dred, for the loan or forbearance of the monies or other 
things actually lent or sold; such bond, contract, mortgage 
or assurance shall be utterly void; and the debtor fully and 
absol!1tely discharged from the payment of any monies, 
goods or other things lent, exchanged, bargained, sold or 
agreed for as aforesaid, unless the -creditor or creditors wilL 

. swear that he, she or they have not, directly nor indirectly, 
unless credt- " •. h . 
tor will S."'E~ wlttmgly taken or receIved more t an after the rate of SIX 
the secul'lty 15 d 11 . h h d d!' !' b .. -d f not usurious. 0 ars m t e un. re , lor lor earance. or gIYlllg - ay 0 . 

payment; and by such bond, contract, mortgage or assur~ 
ance, there is not reserved, secured or taken more than af
ter the rate of six pel' centum, for forbearance or giving day 
of payment, for the goods, monies, or other things actually 
lent or. sold, any law, usage or custom to the contrary not-

This act not withstanding: - P1'07Jided, nothing in this Act shall extend to 
to te~tend to letting of cattle, or other usages of the like nature in practice 
cer run con... . . 

tracts. amongst farmers, or maritime contracts among merchant_: 
as bottomry, insurance, or course of exchange, as hath here
tofore been practised. 

[Approved March 20, 1821.] 

-00-

CHAPTER XX. 

An Act to prohihit certai,. Officers of Courts from buying Promissory Notes ana 
other demllDd., for the purpose of maL;ing a gain or profit in the collection thereof . 

. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

_ '. . sentati7Jes, zn Legislature assembled, That if any person shall, 
No AtlolllCY, - . . '. 
Justice,Shet{Jf, with an intent thereby to procure himself to be retamed as an 
Coronel' or 1- d J' f h P Sh iff. Comtahle to Attorney, or emp oye. as a usUce 0 _ t e eace, er~. 

loan or ad- Deputy Sheriff, Coroner or Constable, in the collection of 
vance money, & 

~·C. to ohtain any note, account or other demand whatever, by a suit at law, 
demands for • h' h 1 db" 
suit or coUec- or WIt an llltent t ere Jy to procure an 0 tam any prOml5-
~~~'t1~:~~t/~~ sory note, accoun~, or other dem;llld for thepurpose of making 
make profit, _ to himself any gain or profit from the writs or fees, arising in 
~'C' the collection thereof, by a suit at iaw, directly or indirectly 

loan or advance any sum or sums of money; or shall prom- . 
ise to loan or advance any sum or sums of money; or shall. 
forbear and give day of payment; or shall promise to for
bear and give day of payment of any sum of money due 09 
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