
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



OF THE 

STATE O~ MAINE; 
- , 

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED 

THE 

CONSTITUTION OF THEU.-STATES-

AND OF SAID STATE, 

.IN TWO VOLUME., 

WITH AN APPENDIX. 

, ................. 

Published according to a'resolve of the State, passed 

-March 8, 1821. 

BRUNSWICK. 

Printed by J. Griffin, for the State. 

1821. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 



VOLUME THE FIRST. 

~age. 
40 L. 12 of the page for 'preceding' read 'presiding' 
54 Sec. 4 L. 14 of Sec. for 'time' read 'term' 
55 7 2 for 'a' read 'or' " " 
55 7 9 before tbe' word 'said' insert'the' 
56' 9 3 for 'tbe' read' her' 
57 1 6 for 'to' read 'in' 
58 1 5 for 'and"after the word 'house' 

read 'or' 
61 in the title of the act, ch. vi. insert 'the' before tbe " 

word 'crimes' 
62 Sec.2. L. 9 ofS. hefore the word 'offender' insert 'such" 
69 16' 8 for' Treasu"rer' read' Treasury' 
73 1 15 after the word 'for' insert 'the' 
77 13 6 for 'to' read 'of' ' 
78 first line of the page, dele the word 'by' 
80 L. 2 of the p. after the word 'willingly' insert' aid or' 
80 17 for 'counterfeited' read 'counterfeit' 
R2 1 after the word 'in' insert 'all' 
82 Sec. 7 L. 4 of Sec. after the word 'devised' dele 'or' 

and insert'., , 
83 Sec,7 L. I"t of S. for 'aggravations' read 'aggravation' 
.ll4 10 6 for 'and' read 'or' 
90 lst L. of p. for 'Commissioner' read 'Co=issioners' 
90 L. 20" before the word 'Commissioner' insert 'said' 
97 6 for 'assumsit' read 'assumpsit' 
97 14 for 'cover, read 'covin' 
98 at the end of th~ act for 'January' read' February' 
99 L.17 of p. after the word 'year' dele' ; , 8r insert' , and' 

100 15 at the end of the line insert 'the' 
]05 at the end ofthe Act for '1820' read '1821' 
108 L • .14 of page, for 'nuisances' read 'nuisance' 
108 20 after tbe word 'each' insest :one' 
III 25 after the word 'fail' insert 'of' 
lI3 11 for 'on' read 'or' 
144 last for 'performance' read" ' performing' 
145 Sec. 2 L,9 of Sec. after tlle word 'of' insert 'the' 
147 7 6 before the word 'release' for 'to' 

read' a' 
150 Sec. 6. L.2 of Sec. for 'in' read 'is' 
151 in the title, hefore the word 'Lands' insert 'reserved' 
;I53 1st line of the p. for 'whenever' read ~Ivhere\'er' " 
155. last before the word 'Court' for 'a' read 'anv' 
156 Sec. 4 L. 26 of Sec. for 'notification' read notificatiOlis' 
159 9 8 for 'p:Jtpose' read 'purposes' 
167 14 5 for 'votes' read 'vote' 
193 4 10 dele 'sucb' 
199 17" 1 for ', ... hen' read 'where' 
202 22 6 after the word 'near, dele 'to' 
21)2 23 10 for 'be' read 'he' 
203 24 16 for 'of' read' in' 
203 25 16 for' meeting' read 'meetings' 
205 L. IS of p. before the word 'estate' insert 'other' 
210 2 hefore the word 'tenement' insert 'other' 
215 4 before the word 'gUardians' insert 'guar-

dian or' 
226 Sec. 73 L. 6 of Sec. Ilele 'a' 
229 3 last for 'agreeably' read 'agreeable' 
230 7 19 for 'agreeably' read 'agreeable' 
231 8 6 for 'resided' "read' reside',,, 
242 2. 5 for 'sentence' read 'sentences' 
245 i 3 after the word 'berein' insert 'be-

fore' . 
247 L. 7 of the act, ch. 56, after the word 'otherwise' in-

sert 'interested' 
247 II for 'statement' read 'statements' 
247 Sec. 1 L. 2 of Sec. for 'wbenever' read 'wberever' 
248" 3 1 for 'whenever' read 'wherever'" 
Z'1S 3 11 f~r 'Justice' read >Justice>;' 

Page. ' 
252 L. 3 of p. for' where' read 'wherein' 
257 5 after the word 'have' msert 'his or' 
265 Sec. 39 L. 3 of Sec. for 'when' read 'where' 
271 L. 1 and 3 of p. for 'affect' read 'effect' 
271 Sec. 6 L. 2 of Sec. before tbe word 'execution' 

insert 'the· 
278 19 4 for 'on' read 'in' 
280 1. 2 of p. for 'have' read 'had'" 
281 22 for 'of' read 'on' 
283 13 for 'lies' read 'lays' 
283 last before the word 'defendant' insert 'the' -
284 Sec. 32 L. 2 of Sec. fo~ 'a' read 'any' 
288 5 18 for 'whenever' read 'where"er' 
291, 9 4 for 'as' read 'or' 
292 L. 4. of p. for 'examinations' read 'examination' 
293 Sec. 13 L. 5 of Sec. after the word 'article' in-

sert 'or articles' 
297 7 5 for 'and' read 'or' 
301 L. 8 of p. for 'he' read 'be' , 
309 24 between the words ,the' and 'day' should 

310-
311 
312 
312 

20 
2 
7 
9 

bea '--' 
for 'debt' read 'debtor' 
for 'l1.rith' read 'and of' 
fot" 'summon' reml 'summons' 
between the words 'o'ur' and 'Court' 

.hould be a '--' " 
318 31 for 'wl'it9'-read 'writ a' 
328 Sec. 8 L.. 4 of Sec. for 'grieved' read 'aggrieved' 
353 L. 14 of p. at the end of the line insert 'the' 
361 Sec. 1 L. 18 of Sec. for' cause' read 'case' 
370 3 10 for 'to' read' of' 
371 2 7 dele 'to' 
373 L. 15 oCr: before the word 'require' insert 'to' 
376 Sec. 1 L 10 of Sec. dele 'the' before the word 

'payment' 
378 at the end of the act, for '17' read '20' 
378 in the title, for 'selection' read 'selecting' 
379 Sec. 4 L. 5 of Sec. before the word 'divide' in. 

394 
395 

404 

1 
1 

1 

9 
8 

34 

sert'shall' 
for 'part' read 'parts' \' 
for 'acceptances' read 'accep­
tance' 
before the word 'authorized' 
insert 'hereby' 

407 7 4 dele 'the' " 
4141a.t word of the 1st act on the page, for 'therein' 

'read 'thereon' _ 
423 Sec. 3 L. 15 of Sec. after the word 'assignments'-

insert 'thereof, !lnd also of the assignments' 
424 Sec.6. L.13 of S. after the word 'papers' insert 'as' 
425 L. 7 of p. before the word 'action' insert 'an' 
428 22 for 'twelve' read 'twenty' 
431 8 for' fifteen' read 'fifty' 
432 first line of the page sh~uld be put after the third 
432 L. 5 of the p. dele 'entering' 
432 between the 28th and 29th lines of the p. ,insert 

, Every blank writ of attachment, with a sum~ 
mons thereon, fifteen cents' ' 

432 L. 37 1)f p. for' judgment' read 'jurymen' 
435 9 for 'appear' read 'appean;' 
435 10 for 'make' read 'makes' 
435 IS for "'taking' read 'taxing' 
444 See. 1 L. 6 of Sec. before the word 'records' in-

445 
445 

455 

1 
1 

11 

9 
]9 

1 

sert'the' 
for 'within' read 'DC 
after the word 'eEcap e' insert 
, 'sickness' 
!after the word 'of' insel't 'the' 

\ 



rORGERY AND' COUNTERFEITING; ·'1'9 

CHAPTER XI. 

:An Act ngainst Forgery and Counterfeiting. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- Forgery of 
, . . . public records 
fatives, in Legislature assl';mbled, That If any person shall <¥ certificates 
falsely make, alter, forge or counterfeit; or shall procure to :~.J~::~..;. 
be falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeited, or shall 
willingly aid, or assist in falsely making, altering, forging 
or counterfeiting any public record, fillY certificate or attes-
tationof a Justice of the Peace, Public Register, Notary 
Public, Clerk of any CoUrt, Town Clerk, or other pu~lic of-
ficer, in any matter wherein such their certificate or attesta-
tion is receivable and may be taken as legal proof; any 
charter, deed, will" testament, bond or writing obligatory, 
letter of attorney, policy of insurance or bill of exchange; 
any promissory note, order, acquittance or discharge, for or 
upon the payment of money or delivery of goods; or any 
acceptance. of a bill of .exchange or any endorsement or as-
signment of a bill of exchange or promissory note, for the 
payment.of money; any accountable receipt for money or 
goods, or for any note, bill or security for money or goods; 
or any lottery ticket in any lottery legally authorized and 
liCensed within this State, or shall utter or publish as true,~he~tt::in~ue .. 
~ny such false, altered, forged or counterfeited record,cer- ~~;JIOW pun: 
tificate'or atte~tation, charter, deed, will, testament, bond or 
writing obligatory, .letter of attorney, policy of insurance, . 
bill of exchange, promissory note, acceptance, endorsement, 
assignment, order, acquittance, discharge, accountable re-
'ceipt or lotterylicket, knowing the same to be false, altered, 
forged or counterfeit, with intent to injure or defraud any 
person; or any body politic or corporate, then every person 
so offending; in either of the particulars aforesaid; who shall oil conviction 
be thereof duly convicted, in the Supreme Judicial Court in the S. J. , . , Court. 
5~all be punished by solitary imprisonment, for a term not 
exceeding six months, and by confinement afterwards, to 
hard laboUr, for a term not less' than two years, and not ei­
ceeding ten years. 

SEC. 2. Be it fnrthe?' enacted, That it any person shall Puni.bm:llt 
f: I III Ii . for forg,"~' a se y rna (e, a tel', orge or counterfeIt~ or shall procure to ~ 



80 FORGERY A:ND COUNTERFEITING, 

!,ills of c~eii- be falsely ~ade altered forged or counterfeited' or shall 
It, hank bills " , 

. ~c. ' willingly assist in falsely making, altering, forging or 'coun-
terfeiting, any note,certificate, or other bill of credit, which 
hath been or may be, issued by the Treasurer or other Com­
missioner or Commissioners duly ~ulhorized, for' any debt 
of this State; or any bank bill, or promissory note payable 
to the bearer, signed in behalf of any company or corpora­
tion, bylaw licensed and authorized as a bank, within this 
State, or payable and demandable therein, at the office of 
any banking company incorporated by any law of the Uni­
ted States; or if any person having knowledge of such false 

or ~iding in making altering forgino- or counterfeitino-· shall willingly 
altennD'"orren~ . , , 0 . . 0' . 

deringOcurrent aid or assist iIi altering or rendering current as true, any 
as true, any. h r I I d r dr' d 'fi such, knowing suc m se a tere ,lorge gr-countenelte notes, certl cates, 
}~~~ to he bills of credit, bank bills, or notes, and for that purpose shall 

possess, at anyone time, any number not less than ten of 
such similar false, altered, forged, or counterfeited notes, 
certificates or bills of credit, bank bills or notes, knowing 

or possessing the same to be false, altered, forged or counterfeit as afore­
~uclh, ~nho,,:- said, with intent to utter or pass the same "and thereby to in-
mgy, WIt In.. . - . 
tent to pass as jure' or defraud this State, any body politic or corporate, or 
true. any person or persons, then every person, so off!!nding) 

in either" of the particulars aforesaid, who shaU' be thereof 
'duly convicted in the Supreme Judicial Court, shall be 
punished by solitary imprisonment for. a term not exceed­
ing one year, and by confinement afterwards to hard laboUr, 
for and during his or her life. -

SEC. 3. Be 1't fm'the!" eriacted,' That if any person shall 
Punishment , . I .' 
for littering or utter; or tender In payment as true, any such false, a tered; 
tenderin

t
g ~ I~n forged or counterfeit note, certificate or bill of any debt of 

paymen , ,a15e 
bills, notes! this State, bank bill, or promissory note payable to the 
~·c. knowrng- b b b I (." . 1 I . h b Iy. earer; yany an ( as al0reSal(,. mowmg t e same to e 

false, altered, forged or counterfeit, with intent to injure or 
defraud this State, any body politic or corporate, or any 
person or persons; every person so offending, and who 
shall be duly convicted thereof, in the Supreme Judicial 
Court, shall be punished by solitary imprisonment fora 
term not exceeding thirty days; and by.confinement aftel:- . 
wards to hard labour for a term not exceeding three years; 
or by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and by 



FORGERY AND COUNTERFEITING. ,81 

_ binding to the good behaviour for two years, at the discre-
_ tion of the Justices of the said Court before whom: the con­
'viction'may be., -And if after any such conviction, the same Punishment 

. . 'd on second COll-
person shall be guilty a second tIme of the lilee offence, an viction; -

,shall be duly convicted thereof in the Supreme Judicial 
Court; or if in the Supreme Judicial Court at the same 
term thereof any person shall be duly charged and convict- . 

h ·d ft,· 'I' . 'h' , h or on convlc-edof t e sal a 'ence, m three severa mstances, t en suc tion of three , 

Person may be adJ·udged to be a common utterer of coun~ fiseverol °t f-
, . cnCe5 a 5ume 

terfeit bills, and shall be punished by solitary imprisonment term. 

for a term not exceeding one year, and by confinement after­
wards to hard labour for a: term not 11.!,3s than two yea'rs, and, 
r,\Ot exceeding ten years. 

SEC. 4. Be 1·t jwrther enacted, That if any person shall " ' 
b · . , h 11 h . .' - . . h· h· S PUnishment rIng mto or s a ave In hIS posseSSIOn wIt In t IS tate, for hal'ing, or 

C led de· ' bill 1 'II . brin"';ng into anyla se, large an counterlelt or)l 5, note or notes rn the State, bank 

, the similitude of the bills or notes payable to the bearer biUs, with ill'-
• • , tent to pass; 

thereof, Issued by or for ~ny bank or bankrng company, .!j·c. 

which is or shall be' established within this State, or in any 
other part of the United States, for the purpose of rendering 
the same current as true, or with intent to pass the same, . 
knowing the same'to be false, forged and counterfeit, every 
such offenderupol1 due conviction thereof, before the Su­
premeJudicial Court, shall be punished by solitary impris-
orlI:lent, for such term, not exceeding three months ; and by 
confinement afterwards to hard labour, for such term not ei-
~eeding three years; or by a fine not exceeding orie thou-
sand dollars, and imprisonment in the common gaol not ex-
ceeding one year, as the Justices of the said Court, before 
whom the conviction may be, shall sentence andbrder, 
according to the aggt;avation of the offence. 

SEC. 5. Be it jU1·thM·enacted, That in all prosecutions 
for forgery, or counterfeiting any h:ll1k bills or promissory 
notes, of any of the banks mentioned and described in the 
second, third and fourth sections of this Act; or for uttering, 
publishing, or tendering in payment as true any such forged 
or counterfeit bills or' notes, or for having the possession of 
any such forged or counterfeit bills or notes with intent to 
pass the same, the testimony of the President or Cashier of Testimony of 

such banks may be dispensed with if the place of residence President or 
...' Cashier may 1 

of snch President or Cashier shall exceed iJle distance of' 
11 
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'inced~ain cases forty miles from the place of trial; but in such cases it shall 
be .spensed' , , 

,with-and oth- be lawful to admit the testimony of any witness acquamt~ 
erproofadmit- d 'h h' f th ffi f' 'd b nks h ted, e WIt t e SIgnature 0 e 0 cers 0 sa,I a -, or w 0 

may have knowledge of the difference between the true and 
the counterfeit bills or notes of said bankR, to prove that 
such bills, or notes are counterfeit, any law or practice to 
the conh'ary nottvithstanding. ' 
, SEC. 6. Be it f~£7'the7' enacted, That in all crimil1al prose­

Certificate of cutions, within this ,State, for forging and altering any paper 
Secretary 01'- or other bill' of credit of the United States of America, or ei-
Treasurer of II f' 'd S r ' , h 
U, States, or t er 0 Sal lates; 01" lor uttermg or passmg, any suc pa-
~a;,nYin S~~~: per.or either biij of cr~dit, knowing the same'to be {orged or 
tain ~ cases, be altered; or of cholding and possessing such forged or alter-
arnmtted as d b'll d" h ' 1m proQf, 'e, 1 of cre It, 'WIt Intent to utter or pass the same, ow-

ing the sa,me to be forged' or altered, the certificate under 
oath of th~ Secretary or Treasurer of the said United States 
of America, or of either of the said States, 'of the tenor oc. 
the true bill, alleged to be forged or alterpd, shall be admit-

, ted on trial in sQ,ch prosecuti'on, for the purpose of proving 
such bill of credit to be forged or altered. 

Punishment SEC. 7. Be 1t jil'l'ther enacted" That if any person shall 
for e~raTIng engrave, form, make or mend, or shall begin' to engrave, 
01' maoculg , 
plates, press, form, make or mend any plate or plates, paper rolling press, 
q.c, for forg- hi' ' 1 d 'd d d d ing; Qr ot er too , mstrument or materia, eVIse or a apte an 

designed for the stamping, forging and making any false and 
counterfeit certificates, bills, or notes which have been; 01' 

which shall be issued as aforesaid,. byor for any debt, of 
this State"or by or for any bank or banking company which 
is or shall be established in this State, or in any other pa,rt of 

"1' possessing the United States: or shall have in his possession any such plate 
such plates, ' • • • 
q.c. with in- or plates"engraven m any part, or any paper rollmg press, 
tent to ".. hi' . 1 d . d d d ] q.e, ' or ot er too, mstrument or materIa, eVIse ,a apte ane 

designed as aforesaid, with the intent to use and employ the, 
same, or to Cll.use or permit the same to be used and employ­
ed in forging apd making any such false and counterfeit cer­
tificate5, bills or notes, eyery person so offending, who shall 
be there.of duly conv~cted'before the Supreme Judicial Court, 
shall be punished by solitary imprisonment, for such term, 
not exceeding three months, and by confinement afterwards 
to hard labour for such term, not exceedil'!g three years; or 
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by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars' and by impris-
onment in' the common gaol, for such term, not exceeding 
one year, as the Justices of the said Court, before whom the 
conviction may be, shall sentence and order, according to 
the aggravations of the offence. 

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That if any pers()n shall Punishment 

fDrge . or counterfeit, or shall procure to be forged or coun- ~~l°~~tvel' 
terfeited, or shall willingly aid or assist in forging or coun- coin~r 

. . Id" . hi h' S '. knowmgly terfeltmg any go or silver com, current wIt ntIS tate, aidiog in pass. 

by the laws or usages thereof, or if any person, knowing of ~f it as true, 

such forging and counterfeiting, shall willingly aid or assist or ,g~,sses:ing 
SUCWdlse plec~ 

in passing and rendering current, as true, any such forged or es, with iotent 

counterfeit coin, and for that purpose shall, at anyone time, ~ t;'::: ~~.em 
poss'ess any number, not less than' ten, of similar pieces of 
false money or coin, forged and counterfeited to the simili-
tude of the gold or silver moneyor.coin, current as afore-
said, wilh intent to utter the same" as true, lmowing the 
same to be false, forged and counterfeit, every person so 
offending; in either of" the particulars, aforesaid, 1"ho shall 
be duly-convicted thereof in the Supreme . .,Judicial Court, 
shall be punished by solitary imprisonment· for a term, not 
exceeding one year, and by confinement afterwards to hard 
labour for and during his or her life. . 

SEC. 9. Be if further enacted That if any ·person shall Punish,:".~t 
• .' • '. • for bnngmg 

brmg mto tlusStater or shall possess wlthm the same, any into St~te, ~r 

b . f "1 . f fl' fi d" d possessrng m num er a SImI ar pIeces a a se money or com, orge an it. false coin, 

counterfeited as aforesaid, lmowing the same to be false, ~~i. ~:i~a~~: 
forged and counterfeit, with intent to utter and pass the same, ~c. 
as true; or if anyperson shall utter, pass or tender in pay-
ment, as trne, any false' money or coin, knowing the same to 
be false, being counterfeit, in the similitude of any gold or 
silver money, or coin current by law or. usage, within this 
State, with intent to defraud any person or persons; every 
person, so offendihg, 'who shall be dulj convicted thereof in 
the Supreme Judicial Court, shall be punished by solitary 

. irriprisonm~nt for ateI'm, not excee'ding three months, and 
by confinement afterwards to hard labour ~r a term not ex­
teedingthre~ years; or by a fine 'not excJeding one thous­
,and doillirs, and by binding to the good behaviour for two 
years. And 'if after one convic.tion as aforesaid" the same pe-r •. 

\. 
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Punishnll~llt son shall be guilty a second time of the like offence and 
on a Eccond I . , 

conviction, shall be duly convicted thereof; or if any person befo,re the 
, , , Supreme Judici:-l1 Court, at the same term thereof, shall be 

or on bern"" h' d d " d f h 'd ffi . hr 1 . convicted or'" c arge an convicte' 0 t e Sal 0 ence, III t ee severa m~ 
~aidth ollence, stances, 'then such lJerson shall'be adJ"tld5"ed to be a common 
In ree 5e\'cr-
al instances, utterer of cQunterfeit money, and shall be punished by soli-
at the same •. r d' d 
term. tary Impns<;mment leI' a term not exceer mg one year, an by 

confinement to hard labour, for a term not,less than two, 
years and not exceeding ten years. ' 

SEC. 10. Be it furthcr cnacted, That if any person shall 
Punishment cast, stamp, engI'ave, form, make or men'd, or shall knowing­
;~~n~::~n;; ly ~ossess any m~uld, pattern, d~e, puncheon, engine,. press, 
possessing, or other tool or mstrument, deVIsed, adapted or deSIgned, 
any mould, or r h .. d 1 . ' rId r . 
engine for lor t e COInIng an rna Dng any 1a se an countel'1eIt money 
~~itl~r'n~:~: or coin, in the similitude of the gold and, silver money or 
mitting such coin, current within'this State, by the'laws or usages thereof; 
mould, ~c. to. . . d ' 
be used. WIth the mtent to use an employ the same, or to cause or 

permit the same to be used and employed in coining and 
making any such false and counterfeit money and coui as 
aforesaid; every person so offending, shall be punished 
by solitary imprisonment for such term, not exceeding three 
months, and by confinement afterwards, to hard labour for. 
such term, not,ex~eeding three years; or by a :fine, not ex­
ceeding five hu~dred ,dollars, and by imprisonment in the 
common gaol for ~uch term, not exceeding one year, as the 
Justices of the said Court, before whom the conviction may 
be, shall sentence and order, according to the aggravation 
of the offence. ' 

Rewards to be ' SEC. 11. Be 1't further enacted, That for the prevention 
~~~~ ~~~:Ury and dis,covery of c~rtain of the offences aforesaid, there shall 
to prosec~t~rs, be allowed and-paid at the public treasury by the w'arrant of' 
on connctwfl .., 
of certain, of- the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council, to 
f~sCAct~gaLUst be granted upon the certificate of the Justice or J lJ.stices of the 

Supreme Judicial Court, before whom the conviction shall 
be,to the person or persons, who shall inform and prose­
cute against any other person or persons, who shap be there­
upon charged alid convicted, the following rewcIT-ds, that is 
to say; for any conviction of the crime of forging and mak-

'- iog any false and eounterfeit certificate, bill or note, in the 
I, ;;imilituc1e of any certificate, bill ,or 'note, payable to the 

I -

I 
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bearer thereof which hath been, or wh\ch shall be issued as , , ' 

aforesaid, for any debt of this State, orhy or for any bank 
01' banking company, within this State, by law established; 
or of the crime of forging and making any false and counter­
feit coin, as aforesaid, for every person that shall be so con­
victed, the sum of sixty dollars: and for any conviction of 
the crime of possessing, with an intent to utter, or ?f know­
ingly uttering any such false and counterfeit certificate, NIl, 
note, money or coin, the sum of forty dollars, fOi, every per­
son that shall oe so convicted. And when itshall happin 

85 

that two or more are the informers and 'prosecutors in any Cas,e of more 
, ' than one pros-

one offence, the rewa,rd, thereupon to be allowed, shall be ecutor in one 

eli 'd d b h II' h h . offence-re-VI e etween t em equa y, or'Ill suc 'ot er- proportIOns, ward to be 

as the Justice or Justices certifying as aforesa i.d , shall de- divided, 

termine and appoinl. ' 
[Approved February 19, 1821.J 

--:0:--

CHAPTER XII. 

An Act against Peljury and Subor,nation of Peljury: 

~EC. 1. BE ii enacted by the Senate and House qf Rep)'csen-

t.ati1Jes, in Legislature, assembleil, That if any person, being Punishment of 

la'wfully required to depose the truth, in any proceeding in peljury, ' 

a c'ourse of justice, shall COInmit any mallI~er of wilful pelju-
ry, every person so offending, and being thereof convicted 
before the Supreme Judicial Court, shall be punished by 
solitary imprisonment, 'for a term, not exceeding three 
mo~ths, and by confinement ~fterwards to hard lahour,for 

.a term not less than two years, and not e:x:ceeding fifteen' 
) ~ . . . 

years. 
SEC. 2. Be it fiL1·the1· enacted, That if any person shall 

commit subornationofperJ'ury, by procuring another person Of- b" ", 
. ""':":Ill ornuno.j .. 

to commit wilful and corrupt perjury as aforesaid, every of petiury, ' 

person guilty, of such subornation of perjury, and being 
th~reof duly convicted, shall he liable to, and suffer the same 
punishment and disability, as in this 'act is provided for the 
punishment of wilful perjury. 

SEC. 3. Be it !nrthe1' enacted, That if any person shall 
·lr. II d '1 d . , Of " corrupt WI iU Y an corrupt Y en eaYOlli' to IDcIte or. to procure eudeayour tB 
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