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. BLASPHEMY, &c. 7l 

tkes of the quorum, within tlie -same County, they are here­
by empowered to determine the sum to be paid, and to order 
such prisoner to make satisfaction by sernc!,!, for such reas­
nnable time, not exeeeding two. years, as they may assign, for 
which time the keeper may thereupon dispose of such pris­
oner in service to any citizen of the United States: And if 
he or she cannot be so disposed of, after being 'confined 
three months, for costs; 'or fine and costs only, the Justices 
of the Circuit Court of Common Ple'as, within and for the 
same, County, may, at their discretion, order such prisoner 
to be discharged upon such security as they may judge 

proper. 
, 'SEC. 19. Be' it furthe·/" enacted, That when. any person, Pderson,sthclmjrg.: 

E WI ar ... 
charged with the crime of larceny, or as an accessary there-. ceny, .~·c. ~() 
. . f d h . I I reco~ll\se m 
Ill, or as a receIver 0 money, goo s or ot er artlc es sto en a s,';'m doub-

as aforesaid, shall and may be-let 10 bail, the recognisance ~~ ~: ;:!~: 
for the appearance of.such' person, shall be taken, with suffi- -besides .the 

. . '. h b bl sum reqmred 
clent surety, or suretIes, III suc sum as may e reasona y to seCure thei~' 

required for that purpose; with a further additional sum appearance; 

which sliall be . double the amount or value of the money, 
goods or articles charged to have been stolen or obtained by 
such larcellY; and when such recognisance shall be forfeit-
ed by default,the Justices of the Court before whom judg-
ment may be rendered thereon, ~hall order the amount or, 
value of the money, goods, or other articles stolen or obtain_ 
ed as aforesaid, to be paid out of the sum which shall be 
collected on such recognisaDc~, to the owner of slich money, 
goo~s or other articles, provided he shall have been the 
prosecutor. 

[Approved March 19,1821.] 

--00--

CHAPTER VIII. 

An Act against Blasphemy, and· profane Cursing and Swearing. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate arid HOllse of Repn-

sentajivcs, in Legislgtu-re assembled, That if any person shall Crime of 

wilfully blaspheme the holy name of God, by denying, cuis~ ~~~h~;rny d", 

ing, or contumeliously reproaching God, his creation, gov: 
ernment, or ~al judging of the world, or ~y cursing, or re-
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pro aching Jesus Christ, or the Hoiy Ghost, or by cursing 
or contumeliously reproaching the holy won;l of God, that 
is, the canonical scriptures, contained in the Books of the 
Old and New Testaments, or by exposing them, or any part 
of them, to contempt and ridicule; which books are as fol" 
lows: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel; Samuel, Kings, Kings, 
Chronicles,Chronicles, E~ra, Nehemiah, Esther,Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Solomon, Isaiah,. Jeremi­
ah, Lamelltations, Ezekiel, Daniel, H osea, Joel, Amos, Oba­
diah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,' Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Hag­
gai, Zechariah, Malachi, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, 
Romans, Corinthians, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians,Phil­
lipians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Thessalonians, Timothy, 
Timothy, Titus, Ph¥emon, Hebrews, James, Peter, PeterT 

John, John, John, Jude, Revelations; every person so offend­
ing, shall be punished by solitary imprisonment for a term not 

Punishment of exceeding three months, and confinement to hard labour, for 
bla5phe~y a ~erm not exceeding five years. And whereas the horrible 

practice of profane cursing and swearing is inconsistent with' 
the dignity and rational cultivation of the human mind, with 
. a due reverence of the Supreme Being and his Providence, 
and hath a natural tendency to weaken the solemnity and ob­
ligation of oaths, lawfully taken in the administration of jus­
tice; to promote falsehood, perjury, blasphemy, and disso­
luteness of manners, and to loosen the bonds of civil society: 

Punishment of SEC. 2. Be it therefore enacted, That if any person, who 
profandc curs- has arrived at the age of discretion shall profanely curse or 
IIlg- an swear- . . 
ing-. swear, and shall be thereof convicted, such person, so offend-

ipg, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding two dollars, 
nor less than one dollar, according to the aggravation of the 
offence and the quality and circumstances of the offender, in 

. the judgment of the Court, or Justice of the Peace before 
Double pennl- whom the conviction may be'; and in case the same person 
ty O? ~econd shall, after one conviction as aforesaid, offend a second time, 
conVictIon. ' . 

. such offender shall forfeIt and pay, upon such second con-
viction, double the sum forfeited on the first conviction; and 

Treble pennl-. . h . h II _!". • • fi 
ty on tbird m case t e same person sa, i:Uter two conVIctIOns, as a ore-
cQDvictiOD. said, again offend, such offender shall forfeit and pay, upon 

each and eyery subsequent conviction, treble the sum for-



LORD'S DAY. 

feited -on the first com~iction, one m~iety, of the forfeitures' 
,aforesaid, to be to the use of the tOWll, in which the offence 
shall-be committed, and the other moiety thereof to the us~ 
of ,the person or persons, who shall make 'complaint thereof, 
or prosecute for the same: and provided also such prose-

73 

cution be commenced withrn twenty days after the offence LL'lIitati~nof 
. . prosecutiOn. 

be committed. 
o [Approved February 24, 1321.] 

~-oo--

CHAPTER IX. 

An Act providing for the due observation o~ the L<,:d's day. 

,Vhereas the observance oft)Je Lord'. daYi. highly promotive ofthe welfare of a P bl' 
community, by affording' necessary sea30ns for I'el"-~ation from labour and the ream, e. 

Cares of business ; for moral renections ind conversation on the duties of life, 
and the frequent errors of human conduct; for public and private worship of 
the Maker, Governor and Ju'dge of the world; and for those acts of charily 
which'support and adorn a Christian Society: And whereas some thoughtless 
and iITeligiOU3 persons, inattentive to'the duties and benefits of the Lord's day, 
profane the same~ by u~nece5sarily pursuing their worldly busine,ss and reerea .. ' 
tians on t]J.at daYt to their own gl'e<!f damage, as member3 of a Christian Socie-
ty: to the great disturbance of well di3posed persons, and to the great injury 
of the community, by producing dissipation of manners and immoralities of life. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate, and House of Repre, 

senlatives, in Legislature assemhler1, That no traveller, dro- Trav;lIing'1 
teammg, Co 

ver, waggoner, teamster, or any of their servants, shall h'av- on L~)l:d's' a:y 

1 prohibited. 
eon the Lord's day, or any part thereof; (except from ne-
cessity or charity) under a penalty not less than four dollars 
nor n\ore than six dolla'rs and sixty six cents'; which penal-
ty may"be recov~red with costs of prosecution, upon ~om-
plaint before any Justice of the Peace iri the County where Penalty, how 

_ . recovered and 
the offence may be committed; one moiety thereof to the applied. 

complainant and the other moiety to the use of the COlmty' 
within which the offence way be committed; or before the 
Circuit Court of Common Pleas of the same Copnty by pre­
sentment of the Grand Jury, in which case the whole penalty 
shall enure to the benefit of the Courity: Provided however, 
That all prosecutions for said penalty shall be commenced . 

. b' I. h' fi h Ir • 1 1 Limitation of WIt In SIX mont sater t e Olienee was commIttee, un ess prosecution. 

the offender resides without the State. 
SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That 

wh3.~:::Qeyer shall keep open his, her, 
, 10 

no person or persons Bu.inees and 
. _ amusements 

or theIr shop, ware- unlan'flll. 


	11o
	12v1
	Laws1821v1_p071
	Laws1821v1_p072
	Laws1821v1_p073

