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ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 



VOLUME THE FIRST. 

~age. 
40 L. 12 of the page for 'preceding' read 'presiding' 
54 Sec. 4 L. 14 of Sec. for 'time' read 'term' 
55 7 2 for 'a' read 'or' " " 
55 7 9 before tbe' word 'said' insert'the' 
56' 9 3 for 'tbe' read' her' 
57 1 6 for 'to' read 'in' 
58 1 5 for 'and"after the word 'house' 

read 'or' 
61 in the title of the act, ch. vi. insert 'the' before tbe " 

word 'crimes' 
62 Sec.2. L. 9 ofS. hefore the word 'offender' insert 'such" 
69 16' 8 for' Treasu"rer' read' Treasury' 
73 1 15 after the word 'for' insert 'the' 
77 13 6 for 'to' read 'of' ' 
78 first line of the page, dele the word 'by' 
80 L. 2 of the p. after the word 'willingly' insert' aid or' 
80 17 for 'counterfeited' read 'counterfeit' 
R2 1 after the word 'in' insert 'all' 
82 Sec. 7 L. 4 of Sec. after the word 'devised' dele 'or' 

and insert'., , 
83 Sec,7 L. I"t of S. for 'aggravations' read 'aggravation' 
.ll4 10 6 for 'and' read 'or' 
90 lst L. of p. for 'Commissioner' read 'Co=issioners' 
90 L. 20" before the word 'Commissioner' insert 'said' 
97 6 for 'assumsit' read 'assumpsit' 
97 14 for 'cover, read 'covin' 
98 at the end of th~ act for 'January' read' February' 
99 L.17 of p. after the word 'year' dele' ; , 8r insert' , and' 

100 15 at the end of the line insert 'the' 
]05 at the end ofthe Act for '1820' read '1821' 
108 L • .14 of page, for 'nuisances' read 'nuisance' 
108 20 after tbe word 'each' insest :one' 
III 25 after the word 'fail' insert 'of' 
lI3 11 for 'on' read 'or' 
144 last for 'performance' read" ' performing' 
145 Sec. 2 L,9 of Sec. after tlle word 'of' insert 'the' 
147 7 6 before the word 'release' for 'to' 

read' a' 
150 Sec. 6. L.2 of Sec. for 'in' read 'is' 
151 in the title, hefore the word 'Lands' insert 'reserved' 
;I53 1st line of the p. for 'whenever' read ~Ivhere\'er' " 
155. last before the word 'Court' for 'a' read 'anv' 
156 Sec. 4 L. 26 of Sec. for 'notification' read notificatiOlis' 
159 9 8 for 'p:Jtpose' read 'purposes' 
167 14 5 for 'votes' read 'vote' 
193 4 10 dele 'sucb' 
199 17" 1 for ', ... hen' read 'where' 
202 22 6 after the word 'near, dele 'to' 
21)2 23 10 for 'be' read 'he' 
203 24 16 for 'of' read' in' 
203 25 16 for' meeting' read 'meetings' 
205 L. IS of p. before the word 'estate' insert 'other' 
210 2 hefore the word 'tenement' insert 'other' 
215 4 before the word 'gUardians' insert 'guar-

dian or' 
226 Sec. 73 L. 6 of Sec. Ilele 'a' 
229 3 last for 'agreeably' read 'agreeable' 
230 7 19 for 'agreeably' read 'agreeable' 
231 8 6 for 'resided' "read' reside',,, 
242 2. 5 for 'sentence' read 'sentences' 
245 i 3 after the word 'berein' insert 'be-

fore' . 
247 L. 7 of the act, ch. 56, after the word 'otherwise' in-

sert 'interested' 
247 II for 'statement' read 'statements' 
247 Sec. 1 L. 2 of Sec. for 'wbenever' read 'wberever' 
248" 3 1 for 'whenever' read 'wherever'" 
Z'1S 3 11 f~r 'Justice' read >Justice>;' 

Page. ' 
252 L. 3 of p. for' where' read 'wherein' 
257 5 after the word 'have' msert 'his or' 
265 Sec. 39 L. 3 of Sec. for 'when' read 'where' 
271 L. 1 and 3 of p. for 'affect' read 'effect' 
271 Sec. 6 L. 2 of Sec. before tbe word 'execution' 

insert 'the· 
278 19 4 for 'on' read 'in' 
280 1. 2 of p. for 'have' read 'had'" 
281 22 for 'of' read 'on' 
283 13 for 'lies' read 'lays' 
283 last before the word 'defendant' insert 'the' -
284 Sec. 32 L. 2 of Sec. fo~ 'a' read 'any' 
288 5 18 for 'whenever' read 'where"er' 
291, 9 4 for 'as' read 'or' 
292 L. 4. of p. for 'examinations' read 'examination' 
293 Sec. 13 L. 5 of Sec. after the word 'article' in-

sert 'or articles' 
297 7 5 for 'and' read 'or' 
301 L. 8 of p. for 'he' read 'be' , 
309 24 between the words ,the' and 'day' should 

310-
311 
312 
312 

20 
2 
7 
9 

bea '--' 
for 'debt' read 'debtor' 
for 'l1.rith' read 'and of' 
fot" 'summon' reml 'summons' 
between the words 'o'ur' and 'Court' 

.hould be a '--' " 
318 31 for 'wl'it9'-read 'writ a' 
328 Sec. 8 L.. 4 of Sec. for 'grieved' read 'aggrieved' 
353 L. 14 of p. at the end of the line insert 'the' 
361 Sec. 1 L. 18 of Sec. for' cause' read 'case' 
370 3 10 for 'to' read' of' 
371 2 7 dele 'to' 
373 L. 15 oCr: before the word 'require' insert 'to' 
376 Sec. 1 L 10 of Sec. dele 'the' before the word 

'payment' 
378 at the end of the act, for '17' read '20' 
378 in the title, for 'selection' read 'selecting' 
379 Sec. 4 L. 5 of Sec. before the word 'divide' in. 

394 
395 

404 

1 
1 

1 

9 
8 

34 

sert'shall' 
for 'part' read 'parts' \' 
for 'acceptances' read 'accep
tance' 
before the word 'authorized' 
insert 'hereby' 

407 7 4 dele 'the' " 
4141a.t word of the 1st act on the page, for 'therein' 

'read 'thereon' _ 
423 Sec. 3 L. 15 of Sec. after the word 'assignments'-

insert 'thereof, !lnd also of the assignments' 
424 Sec.6. L.13 of S. after the word 'papers' insert 'as' 
425 L. 7 of p. before the word 'action' insert 'an' 
428 22 for 'twelve' read 'twenty' 
431 8 for' fifteen' read 'fifty' 
432 first line of the page sh~uld be put after the third 
432 L. 5 of the p. dele 'entering' 
432 between the 28th and 29th lines of the p. ,insert 

, Every blank writ of attachment, with a sum~ 
mons thereon, fifteen cents' ' 

432 L. 37 1)f p. for' judgment' read 'jurymen' 
435 9 for 'appear' read 'appean;' 
435 10 for 'make' read 'makes' 
435 IS for "'taking' read 'taxing' 
444 See. 1 L. 6 of Sec. before the word 'records' in-

445 
445 

455 

1 
1 

11 

9 
]9 

1 

sert'the' 
for 'within' read 'DC 
after the word 'eEcap e' insert 
, 'sickness' 
!after the word 'of' insel't 'the' 

\ 



58 INCENDIARIES, ' 

'wards by confinement to hard labour for any term of yeal"s, 
or for life

l 
according to the circUmstances and aggravation of 

the offence, as the Court in' their discretion may think proper. 
[Approved February 28, 1821.] 

'--:0:--

CHAPTER tV. 
,4.n Act providi~g for th":pnnishment of Incendiaries, and the perpetrators oC other 

malicious mischief. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and HOl/se of Rep1'e
BurninO'dwell- sentdtives, in Legislattire assembled, That if any persqn shall 'C. 

ing- hO;5. in wilfully and maliciously set fire to the dwelling house of an-
mght time, b 'ld' d' . . h cl llin other, or to any out Ul mg, a Jommg to suc we g-

house, and to any other building, and by the kindling of such 
fire or by the burning of such other building, such dwelling 
house shall be burnt in the night time, every such offender, 
and any person present, aiding, abetting or consenting, in 
the commission of such offence, or accessary thereto, before 

, the fact, by counselling, hiringor procuring the same to be 
punishdablhe done, who shall b.e, duly convicted before the Supreme Ju-with eat. . 

dicial Court of either of the feJonies and offences aforesaid, 
shall suffer the punishment of death. 

, Funishment 'SEC. 2. 'Be it fw·the1' enacted, That if any person shall wil· 
%~~lli,~~~use fully, an.d maliciously burn, in. the daytime" the dwelling 
~i:. in day house of another, or any out building adjoining to such dwel. 
tune. ling house or any other. building, whereby such dwelling 

house shall be. burnt ; or if any person shall wilfully and ma
Punishment Iiciously set fire to any meeting house, church, court house, for burning-
1!ublic bnild- town liouse, college, academy, or. other building erected for 
mgs or ~tcu:es, '. ' • 
}:lams ~c. in . pubhc uses, or to the store, barn or stable of another, wlth-
ni~ht time; in the curtiiage of any dwelling house, and by the kindling 

of .such llie"mcicmeeting house, or other building, . erected, 
for public uses; or such store, barn or stable, shall be burnt 
in the night time, every such offender, and any person pres
ent, aiding, abetting'or consenting in the commission of such 

. ' offence, or acce.!:'sary thereto before the fact, by counselling, 
orbelDO'Rcces- h' , . h b d h h 11 b d 1 sary thOereto U'lllg or p!ocurmg t e same to e one, w 0 s a e u y 
before the fact. eonvicted before the-Supreme Judicial Court of either of the 

felonies and' offences aforesaid, shall be punished by solitary 
imprisonment for such term not exceeding one' year, as the 



ll'fCENDfARIES. 

Justices of the said Comt, before whom the conviction may 
be, shall sentence and order, and by confinement afterwards 
to hard labor for life. 

SEC. 3. Be.it flu-the?'. enacted, That if any person shall 
wilfully and maliciously burn, in the day time, any meeting 
house or other buildir:lg erected for public uses, or any store, 
barn or stable of another, within the curtilage of any'dwel-

59 

ling house: or if any person shall wilfully and maliciously for burnin .. 

burn, by night or day, any other store, barn, stable, house' ;mch bu~ldings 
, , ", ID day time, 

or bUlldmg whatsoever, or 'any ShIp or v~ssel lymg m the 
body of any county; every such offender, and any person 
aiding or consenting in the commission of such offence, 
who shall be duly convicted thereof before the Supreme 
Judicial Court, shall be punished by solitary imprison-
ment, for such term, not exceeding one year, and by con-
finement afterwards to hard labor for such term,.not exceed-
ing ten years, as the Justices, of the said Court, before whom 
the conviction may be, shall sentence and order, according 

, to the nature and aggravation of the offence. 
SEC. 4. Be it "'u1,thel' enacted, That if any ,person shall fi b . J I _ or urnlDD' 

wilfully and .maliciously burn any stack of corn, hay, grain, corn,har,fe~"c~ 
'11 fi ' es, lumber 4 c. straw, cornsta {s, flax, ences, plIes of wood, boards, or other 

lUIll bel'; or any soil, grass, trees, poles or underwood, of au-
other; and if any perS';>n shrill wilfully and maliciously, pas-
, 1 11 b b 1 1 "II d ' d' -killing-, SlOnate y, crue y or ar arous y u ,woun ,maIm, or IS- ",ouildin" or 

figure anyone or more of the horses, sheep or cattle of an- clliSfig-uri.;'g- cat-
, , t e, horses and 

other, ~very such oifendyr, and any person aiding and con- sheep, -

senting in the commission of such offence, who shall pe duly 
convicted thereof before the Supreme Judicial Court, shall 
be punished by solitaI'y imprisonment for such term, not ex-
ceeding six months; and by confinement afterwards to hard 
labor for such term not exceeding three years, or by fine 
not exceeding five hundred dollaI's, and by imprisonment in 
the common gaol, riot exceedirig one year, at the discretion _ 
of the Justices of the said Court, before whom the conviction 
may be, and as they shall sentence and order, according 
to the nature and aggravation of the- offence. 

SEC. 5. Be it furthe?' enacted, That if any person, after 
any felony or offence done' and comtnitted, by any inceridiar y . 
1!l any manner as aforesaid, shall knowingly harbour, concea~ ","' 

/ 



GO 'INCENDIARIES. 

Punishm~nt of m'amtain, assist or relieve such offender, ~r any accessary 
acceSSarJei I 

after the fact. before the fact, in any such felony or'offence, every such 
accessary after the fact;who shall be duly convicted there~ 
of, before the Supreme Judicial Court, shall be punishe~ by 
solitary imprisonment, for a term not exceeding, one month,' 
and by confinement afterwards to hard labour for a term 
not exceeding five years; 0,1' by a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, and by imprisonment in the comnion gaol, 
riot exceedrng one year, at the discretion of the Justices of 
the, said Court, before whom the conviction may be, and as. 
they shall sentence and order thereupon, according to the 
nature and aggravation of the offence. 

Punishme;:;t SEC. 6; Be it J1.wtl~e1" enacted, That if any person or per-
for wilfully set· h II ., 1 d ill' 1 fir d tiDg fire to sons s a Wlttmg y an w mg y set e fo any woo s or 
woods without lands lying in common or to woodland or other land held 
lea ... e ,. .' ' , 

in severalty and not his own, within this State ,witliout 
leave first had and obtained from the owners of ,the land 
or those who have a right'to give the, same leave, excepting 
in cases in which it may become necessary to make back 
fires to stop the progress or subdue any fire that may 
be spreading, the person so' offendiDg shall forfeit and pay 
for each offence, ten dollars, one inoiety thereof to the use, 
of the State and the other moiety thereof to the use of him 
or them that shall inform and sue for the same; and shall be 

liable in dam. liable, in a special action on the case, to pay damages to all 
ages also. persons injured by such fire, inclu~g the injury which may 

be done by any ,necessary back fire made for the purpose 
aforesaid. And in case any persoI\ under age shall offend 
against this section, such penalty shall be r.ecovered of the 
,parent orm::J,ster respectively, of such person under age, un- -

Parents or less it shall appear such person under age was employed or 
masters of -
minors offend· directed by some person, other tl:tan the parent or master ; 
in~ liable for. h' h h - '1' d" h II b p:nalty in cer- m W IC case t e person sq emp oymg or _ rrectlllg s a e 
tain cases. liabl~ -therefor; and the fines in this section mentioned may 

be recovered in an action of debt, with costs of suit. 
Punishment SEC. 7. Be it jU1·ther enacted, That if any person shall 
for . cruelly cruelly" beat any horse or cattle, and be thereof -convicted, 
beatmg horses . . . 
or cattle. before a J ustrce of the Peace, he shall be punIshed by fine 

not less than two dollars nor more than five dollars, or by 

, 



SODOMY-BESTIALITY -BUtWLARY. 

imprisonment in the comIilOn gaol for, a term not exceeding 
thirty days, according to the aggravation of the offence. 

[Approved February 24, 1821.] 

''--00--

CHAPTER V. 

An Act again.t Sodomy and Bestiality. 

61 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1oesenta- Crime of S-rui~ 
fives; in Legislatu?'e assembled, That if any man shall commit omy_ 

the crime against nature with a marl or male child, or 'any 
man or WOlIlan sha11 have carnal copulation with a beast, 
every such offender) being duly convicted thereof in the Su-
preme Judicial Court, shall be punished by solitary impris
onment,for such term, not exceeding one year, and by con- Puuishment_ 

finement afterwards to hard labour for such term, not exceed-
ing ten years, as the Justices of said Court, before whom 
the conviction may be shall sentence. and order. 

[Approved Feb. 1~, 1821.] 

--00--

CHAPTER VI. 

An Act providing for the punishment of Crimes of Burglary and other hi-eaking 
. and entering of huildings. 

SEC. 1. BE it enact~d by the Senate and House of R'epresen-
. . L . 1 bl d- Th if . h' Punishment of . tatwes, ti1 eg~s at1Lre assem e, .at any person WIt Ill- the crime of 

tent to kill, rob, steal, commitarape, or to do, or perpetrate ~:!1'::!b~:g 
any other felony, shall, in the' night time, break and enter, armed with a 

h · . h h J' I'·· 'd h 11 0 h dangerous or avmg WIt suc le on~ous mtent, entere ,s a III t' e weapon, or 

night time break a: dwelling house, any 'person then being ::t--:~a':St ac

lawf~y therein, a~d such offen~er being, at the time of such :~:~D;e~:~; 
breakmg or entermg, armed wIth a, dangerous weapon, or the fact. . 

arming himself or herself in such house, with a dangerous 
weapon or committing an actual assault upon any person 
lawfully being in such house; every such offender, and- ~riy 
person present, aiding, assisting or consenting in such bur-
glary, or accessary thereto before the fact, by counselling, 
hiring or procuring such burglary. to be· committed, who 

---~----.-.~~ 
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