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OF THE 

STATE OF MA.INE, 

AT I'rs SESSION, WHICH CO.l\IMENCED ON WEDNESDAY, 'l'HE 

THIRTY·FIRST DAY OF MAY, AND ENDED ON THE 

TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY OF .TUNE, A. D. 13.20. 

TO WHICH IS PREFIXED, 

THE 

Published agreeably to a Resolution of .Tune 23, 1320. 

PORTL.!lND : 

PRIN'rED BY FRANCiS DOUGLAS, PRINTER TO THE STATE. 

1820. 



WE the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, enSU1'e 1'l'earoble. 

tranquillity, pl'Ovide for our mutual defence, promote our 
common welfare, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the 
blessings of Liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts the 
goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in affording 
us an opportunity, so favorable to the design; and, imploring 
his aid and direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form 
ourselves into a free and independent State, by the style and 
title of the State of Maine, and do ordain and establish the 
following Constitution for the government of the same. 

ARTICLE I. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

SECT. 1. All men are born equally free and independent, 
and have certain natural, inherent and unalienable Rights, Natul'Ill rights. 

among which are those of enjoying and defending life and 
liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and of 
pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness. 

SECT. 2. All power is inherent in the people; all free AlIl'0werinber. 

fi d d · I' I' 1" d fi ent In the pea-governments are oun e III t len aut 10rlty am mstltute or pie. 

their benefit; they have therefore an unalienable and indefea-
sible right to institute government, and to alter, reform, or 
totally change the same, when their safety and happiness 
require it. 

SECT. 3. All men have a natural and unalienable right to Fl'eedomofwor· 

worship Almig'hty God according to the dictates of their own ship. 

consciences, and no one shall be hurt, molested or restrained 
in his person, liberty or estate, for worshipping God in the. 
manner and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own 
conscience, nor for his religious professions 01' sentiments, 
provided he does not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct 
others in their religious worship ;-and all persons demeaning All religious 

themselves peaceably, as good members of the State, shall be sects equal. 
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\. equally under the protection of the 1a~vs, and nosubol'dination 
nor preference of anyone sect 01' denomination to anothcr shall 

R.lilji~tlS lesls ever be established by law nor shall any religious test be 
pmlllblled. '1 l'ti ' , fi ' iI' reqUlrec as a qua I catIOn or any 0 Ice or trust, under this 

State; and all religious societies in this State, whether inc or
pOl'ate or unincorporate, shall at all times have the exclusive 
right of electing their public teachers, and contracting with 

. them for their support and maintenance, 
Freeljlom lor b SECr. 4. Every citizen may freely slJeak, write and 
speec t un< pu - bl' I I" 'b' 
Iicution. pu IS I liS sentiments 011 any su ~ect, being responsible for 

the abuse of this liberty; no laws shall be passed regulating 
or restraining the freedom of the press; and in prosecutions 
for any publication respecting the official conduct of men in 
public capacity, or the qualifications of those who are candi
dates for the sufti'ages of. the people, or where the matter 

TruUt !Day .be published is prolJer for 1mblic information the truth thereof gIven III eVl~ , 

dence. may be given in evidence, and in all indictments for libels the 

Unreasonahle 
searches. 

Jury, after having received the direction of the Court, shall 
have a right to determine, at their discretion, the law and the 
fact. 

SECT. 5. The people shall be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers and possessions from unreasonable searches and 
seizures; and no warrant to search any place, or seize any 
persoll or thing, shall issue without a special designation of 
the place to be searched, and the pcrson or thing to be seized, 

. nor withol1t probable cause-'-supported by ,oath 01' affirmation . 
• !;,~~;t~~c~~erl'- SECT. 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall 

nave a rig'ht to be heard by himself and his counsel, or either, 
at his election; 

To demand the natul'e and cause of the accusatiorl, ,and 
have a copy thereof; . 

To be confronted by the witnesses against him; 
To have compulsory process!> for obtaining witnesses in his 

favor; , 
To have a speedy, public and impartial trial, and, except in 

trials by martial law or impeachment, by a Jury of the vicinity. 
He shall not be compelled to furnish or give evidence against 
himself, nor be deprived of his life, liberty, property 0)' 

privileges, but by judgment of his peers or the law of the 
land. 

No person (0 an- SECT. 7 . No person shall be held to answer for a capital 
swel' to a capital • f: . I . I' f 
~ri,?e &c. hut OIl or 111 amous cl'lme, lin ess on a presentment or me Ictment 0 a 
Iltillctmenl. d . . f' I 'I f 
Excoptions. 

Juries. 

gran Jury, except 111 cases 0 . 11l1peaC lInent, or III suc 1 cases 0 

oiiimces, as are usually cognizable by a justice of the peace, 
or in cases arising in the army or navy, or in the militia whell 
in actual service in time of war or public danger, The 
Legislature shall provide by law a suitahle and impartial mode 

, of selecting juries, and their usual number and unanimity, ill 
indictments and convictions, shall be held indispensable. 
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SECT. 8. No pr.l'son, for the same oilence, shall be' twice Nottobe put in 
. 1 '1' . I 1 ,if'opal'dy twice plltwjeoparcyof I(e 01' im). fOl'oncctime. 

SECT. 9. Sanguinary laws 8ha11l1ot be passed: all penalties Sal1gl1ill~I'~ laws 

1 . I 1 II b' ., I n' . &c. prolllbIted, all( PUllL;; llnents s 1<1 e proportlOnea to t 1e 0 ence: excessive 
bail shall not be requIred, nor' exces::;lve fine,; imposed, nor 
cruel nor unusual punishments inllicted. 

SECT. 10. All persons" before conviction, shall be bailable, All pCI"~n' al-
f• . I fl" I If' . d I lowed ball. except or capIta 0 ellces, W 1e1'e t 1e proo IS eVI ent or t 1e 

presumption great. And the privilege of the writ of I-Iabects 
Corpus shallllot be suspended, unless when in cases ofrehellion 
or invasion the public saiety may require it. 

SECT. 1 L The Legislatnre shall pass no bill of attainder, nlill~_ of atht,~in-
• • ( t'l' u:;c. pro l))lt« 

eX' post facto law, nor law impairing' t.he ohhgatlOn of contracts, eu, 
and no attainder shall WOl'k corruption of blood nor forfeiture 
of estate. 

SleCT. 12. Treason against this State shall consist only in Tl'eaSOlldcfined. 
levyiug wm' against it, adhel'ing to its enemies, giving them 
aid and comfol't. No pICi'son shall be convicted of treason 
unless on the testimoIlY of two' witnesses to the same overt act, 
01' confession in open COlll't. '. 

SECT. 13. The laws shall not bc suspended hut by the S"'pension of 

I 
,. . l' l.ws, 

-,cg'!sJatul'c or Its antl:orlty. 
SECT. 14. No persOll shall be subject to corporal punish- ?Ol'llom' pun-

] -. .,' 'I . < I·" I l' I lShment unue,' ment nuc,ei l1Hlltaly aw, excepc sue 1 ,lE, me emp oyee 111 t Ie military law, 

army or navy, 01' in the militia when in actual service in time 
of war or public danger. 

SECT. 15. The people have a right at all times in an ~ight to pell

orderly and peaceable manner to assemble to consult upon the llUll, 

common good, to g'ive iustructions to their representatives, and 
to request, of either department of the government hy petition 
oi' remonstrance, redress of their wrong's and grievances. 

SECT. 16. Every citizen has a ril1:ht to keel) and bear To hcop allli 
U bear arms 

arms for the common defence; and this right shall never be ' 
questioned. 

,SECT. 17. No standing army shall he kept up in time ofStAndin~'al'mie. 
'. I I f j 'J . I 1 I '1' )lot to be llepti peace WIt lOut t 1e consent 0 t Ie --,eg'Is ature, am t,Ie n11 Itary 

"hall, in all cases, and at all times, be in strict subordination 
to the civil power. 

SECT. 18. No soldier .shaH, ill time of peace be quartered Nor soluiers to 
. I " . 1 I f I be quartered Oil 111 any lOuse WIt lOut t Ie consent 0 t Ie owner or occupant, c,itizen, but ill 

nor in time of war, but in a manner to be pl'escribed hy law. tIme of WAI\ 

SECT. 19. Every person, for an iqjury done him in his Uig!,t,of,l'cd1'eis 
. ., . h II 1 1 for IllJU!'W', person, reputatIOn, prcperty or Illlll1Ul11t1es, s a lave remee y 

oy due course of law; and rig'ht and justice shall be adminis-
tered freely and without sale, completely and without denial, 
promptly and without delay. , 

SECT. 20. In all civil suits, and in all contl'oversies Trial by jW'y 

concerning;, property, the parties shall have a right to ,a trial 
n 
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by jury, except in cases where it has heretofore been otherwise 
practised: the party claiming the right may be heard by 
hhvself and his counsel, or either, at his election. 

:Private propel" SECT. 21. Private property shall not be taken for public 
Iy not to be tak· • It' t . I I bl' . en without com· uses WIt 10U JUs compcnsatlOn; nor un ess tIe pu lC eXlgen-
pemation. cies require it. 
Taxc!. SECT. 22. No tax or duty shall be imposed without the 

consent of the people or of their Representatives in the 
Legislature. 

Titles of nobility SECT. 23. No title of nobility 01' hereditary distinction, 
prohihitctl. privilege, honor or emolument, shall ever be granted or 

confirmed, nor shall any ofiice be created, the appointment to 
which shall be for a longer time than during good behavior. 

Otherrights not SECT. 24. The. enumeration of certain rights shall not 
10 b~ impairetl. • • d I . 1 b 1 I nnpaIr nor eny ot lers retamec y tIe peop c, 

ARTICLE n. 

ELECTORS. 

Qualification of SECT. 1. Every male citizen of the United States of the 
Electors. 

age of twenty-one years and upwards, excepting paupers, 
persons under guardianship, and Indians not taxed, having 
his residence established in this State for the term of three 
1110nths next preceding any election, shall be an elector for 
Governor, ,senators and Representatives, in the town or 
plantation where his residence is so established; and the 

~~el~iet~n;t~5e~: elections shall be by written ballot. But persons in the milital'y, 
States ,.rvice. naval 01: marine service of the United States, or this State, 

shall not be considered as having obtained such established 
residence by being stationed in any garrison, barrack or 
military place, in any town or plantation; nor shall the 

Students at col· residence of a student at any seminary of learning entitle him 
le~es or Ilcade- h . I f if . I l' h h 
mles. to t e ng It 0 su rage III t Ie town or p antatlOn were suc 

seminary is established. 
Eledors exempt SECT. 2. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason, felony 
from m'rest on b I fib "1 d f' I d days of elect lor, or reac lot Ie peace, e PI'IVI ege rom arrest on tIe ays 

of election, during their attendance at, going to, and returning 
therefrom, 

And from rom· SECT. 3. No elector shall be obliged to do duty in the 
tal'Y duty. militia 9n any day of election, except in time of war or public 

dang~ -
Time of olee. SECT. 4. The election of Governor, Senators and Repre,. 
tiD,",. sentatives, shall be on the second Monday of SepteIl1bel' 

annually forever. 
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ARTICLE III. 

DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 

SECT. 1. The powers of this Government shall be divided Powers dist"ili

into three distinct Departments, the Legislative, Executive and uted, 

Judicial. 
SECT. 2. No person or persons, belonging to one of these And to be kept 

D I II . f h 1 sel)arate • . epartments, s 1a exerCIse any 0 t e powers proper y 
belonging to either of the others, except in the cases herein 
expressly directed or permitted. 

ARTICLE IV.-PART FIRST. 

LEGISLATIVE POWER-HOUSE' OF REPRESEN

TATIVES. 

SECT. 1. The Legislative power ,shall be vested in hvo Legislntivepow

distinct branches, a House of Representatives, and a Senate, cr. 

each to have a negative on the other, and both to be stiled the 
Leg:islatw'e of Jliaine, and the style of thelr Acts and Laws, Style. 

shall be, " Be it ena'cted by th.e Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in Legl:slature assembled." 

SECT. Z. The House of Representatives shall consist of not Hou," of repre-

I 
sentatives elect

ess than one hundred nor more than two hundred members, cd annually, to 

b 1 t d b I I· fi d I I' I' I consistofnot Ie" to e e ec "e y t Ie qua lee ectors 101' one year lrom t Ie than 100 nor 

day next preceding the annual meeting of the Legislature. more than 200. 

The Legislature, which shall first be convened under this Tohoal)pOl'tiOIl

Constitution shall on or before the fifteenth day of August in ell onee ill tea 
". years (l,t lenst. 

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty 
one, and the Legislature, within every subsequent period of at 
most ten years and at least five, cause the number of the 
inhabitants of the State to be ascertained, exclusive offoreigners 
not naturalized, and Indians not taxed. The number of 
Representatives shaU, at the several periods of making such Eqllnlly ,"monl: 

. b fi d d . d lIthe couutle" enumeratIOn, e xe an apportlOne among t Ie severa 
counties, as near as may be, according to the number of 
inhabitants, having regard to the relative increase of population. 
The number of Representatives shall, on said first apportion-
ment, be not less than one hundred nor more than one hundrerl 
and fifty; and, whenever the number of Representatives shall 
be two hundred, at the next annual meetings of elections, 
which shall thereafter be had, and at every subsequent period 
often years, the people shall give in their votes, whether the 
l1uml)er of Representatives shall be increased or diminished, 
and if a majOl'ity of votes f\re ill favor thereof, it shall be the 
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duty of the next Legislatll1'e thereafter to increase 01' diminish 
the number by the rule hereinafter prescribed. 

Apportionment SECT. 3. Each town having fifteen hundred inhabitants 
among towns. I . I I' ~ 1 I 1 maye ect one rcpresentatlve ; eac 1 town lavmg t nee t lOUSHl1l 

seven lnmdred and fifty nmy elect two; each town having; six 
thousand seven hundred and fifty may elect thrce; cach town 
lmving ten thousand five hundred may elect fom; each town 
having fifteen thousand may elect five, each town having, 

I twenty thousand two hundred and fifty may elect six; each 
town having: twel~ty six thousand two hundred and fifty inhab·, 
itants may elect seven i but no town shall ever be entitled to 
more than seven representatives: and towns and plantations 
duly organized, not having fifteen hundred inhabitants, shall 
be classed, as conveniently as may be, into dir:tricts cOlltailliug' 
that number, and so as not to divide towns; and cadl such 
district may elect one represcntative; anel, when on this 
apportiollment the number of representativcs shall be t,,'o 
hundrcd, a difierent apportionment shall take place nponthe 
above principle; and, in case the fifteen hundred shall be too 
large or too small to apportion all the representatives to any 
county, it shall be so increased or diminished as to g;ive the' 
number of representatives according to the above rnle and 
propOl'tion; and whenever any to>\'11 or towns, plantation or 
plantations not entitled to elect a representative shall determine 
against a classification with any other town or plantation, the 
Legislature may, at each apportionment ofrepreselltatlves,. 011 

the application of such'town or plantation, anthorize it to elect 
a representative for such portion of time and such periods, . as 
shall be equal to its portion of representation; and the right 
of representation, so established, shallllot he altered until the 
next general apportionment. 

Qualilieations or SECT. 4. No person shall be a member of the House of 
al'cpl'csentciHvc. R' ' 1 epresentatIVes, unless he shall, at the commencement of tIe 

period for which he is elected, have been five years a citizen of 
the United States, have al'l'ived at the age of twenty one years, 
have bcen a resident in this State one year, 01'.[1'0111 the adoption 
of this Constitution; and, forthree months next preceding', the 
time of his election shall have becn, and, during the period 
for which he is elected, shall to be a resident in the town or 
district which he represents. 

;lle~lil\g5, fOl' SECT. 5. The meetinO's for the choice of rejJl'esentatives 
~hOlCC at l'C'pre- • IS 
,entalires regu· shall be warned 111 due course of law by the selectmen of the 
lated, I 1 I' 1 I severa town5 seven days at least before tie e eetlOn, ane t 1e 

selectmen thercof shall preside impartially at such meetings" 
receive the votes of all the qualified electors present, sort, count 
and declare them in open town meeting, aml in the presence 
of the town clerk, who shall form a list of the persolls voted 
fol', with the number of votes for each person a2;ainst his name, 
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shall make a fail' record thereq,fin the presence of the selectmen, 
and in open town meeting; and a fail' copy of this list shall be 
attested by the selectmen and town clerk, and delivered by 
~aid selectmen to each representative within ten days next 

xiii 

after such election. . And the towns and plantations organized TOWIl cla;scd. 

by law, belong'iug to any class herein pl'ovided, shall hold 
their meetings at the same time in the respective towns and 
plantations; and the town and phmtation meetings in such 
towns and plantations shall be notified, held and regulated, the 
votes received, sorted, counted and declared in the same 
manner.' And the assessors and clerks of plantations shall 
have all the powers, and be subje~t to all the duties, which 
selectmen alld town clerks have, and are subject to by this 
Constitution. And the selectmen of such towns, and the 
assessors of sllch plantations, so classed, shall,' within four 
days next aCtel' snch meeting, meet at some place, to be 
prescl'ibed and notitied by the selectmen or assessors of the 
eldest tOW11, or plantation, in such class, and the copies of said 
lists shall be then examined and compared; and in case any 
person shalt be elected by a majority of all the votes, the 
selectmen 01' assessors shall delivel' the certified copies of sl1fh 
lists to the person so elected, within ten days next after snch 
election; and the clerl,s of towns and plantations respectively 
shall seal up copies of all such lists and cause them to be 
delivered into the Secretary's office twenty days at least before 
the first 'Wednesclay in J annary annually; but in case no 
person shall have a majority of votes, the selectmen and 
assessors shall, as soon as may be, notify another meeting, and 
the same proceedings shall be had at eyery future meeting 
nntil an election shall have been effected: Pl'ovided, That 
the Legislatlll'e may by law prescribe a difrerent mode of 
l'etlll'ning, examining' and ascertaining the election of the 
representa'tives in snch classes. 

SECT. 6. 'Vhenever the seat of a member shall be vacated Varancie, to be 
••• filled by llew 

by death, reslgnatlOn,OI' othenVlse, the vacancy may be filled elections. 

by a new election. 
SECT. 7. The House of Representatives shall choose their !~~~~.~;~ ~~.oose 

Speaker, Clerk and other otlicers. 
qECT. 8. The Honse of Representati,'es shall 11ave the To have the 
Jo.J power of i m~ 

sole power of impeachment. pcachment. 

ARTICLE IV.-PART SECOND. 

SENATE. 

SECT. 1. The Senate shall consist o[not less than twenty, ~(::~~el~'~o:\~~;,~ 
nor more than thil'ty~one members,. elerterl at the same time, 20 lIU,' more 

'" _ th~a31. 
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,,', State to be di.lI!~ 
tl'icted once in 
ten yeon at 
loo.t. 

and for the same term, as the representatives, by the qualified 
electors of the districts, into whIch the State shall from time 
to time be divided. 

SECT. 2. The Legislature, which shall be first convened 
under this Constitution, shall, on or before the fifteenth day 
of August in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-one, and th~ Legislature at every subsequent 
period of ten years, cause the State to be divided into districts 
for the choice of Senators. The districts shall conform, as 
near as may be, to county lines, and be apportioned according 
to the number of inhabitants. The number of Senators shall 
not exceed twenty at the first apportionment, [\nd shall at 
each apportionment be increased, until they shall amount to 
thirty-one, according to the increase in the House of Repre
sentatives. 

Meeting' for SECT. 3. The meetings for the election of Senators shall 
choice of Sena~. -,' d 
tors regulated. be notified, held and regulated, and the votes receIVed, sorte , 

counted, declared and recorded, in the same manner as those 
for Representatives. And fair copies of the lists of votes shall 
be attested by the selectmen and town clerks of towns, and 
the assessors and clerks of plantations, and sealed up in open 
town and pian,tation meetings; and the town and plantation 
clerks respectively shall cause the same to be delivered into 
the Secretary's office thirty days at least before the first Wed-

Elector, in un- nesday of January. All other qualified electo1's living in 
incorp<>rated I . . d 1 I II b d I t f' plantations. paces ul1lncorporate , W 10 S m e assesse to t 1e suppor 0 

Votes to be ex ... 
nmined by the 
governor' al1d 
council. 

government by the assessors of an adjacent town, shall have 
the privilege of voting for Senators, Rep1'esentatives and 
Governor in such town; and shall be notified by the select-
men thereof for that purpose accordingly. 

SECT. 4. The Governor and Conncil shall, as soon as 
may be, examine the returned copies of such lists, and, twenty 
days before the said i'nost 'Wednesday of ! anuary, issue a 
summons to such persons, as shall appear to be elected by a· 
majority of the votes in each district, to attend that day and 
take their seats. ' 

Semlte to detet'- SECT. 5. The Senate shall, on the said first vVednesday 
mine on elec· 
lions. of January, annually, determine who are elected by a mnjority 
Vacancies how of votes to be Senators in each district.; and in case the full 
'"pplied. numher of Senators to be elected from each district shall not 

have been so elected, the members of the House of Represen
tatives and such Senators, as shall have been electerl, shall, 
from the highest numbers of the persons voted for, on said 
lists, equal to twice the number of Senators deficient, in every 
district, if there he so many voted for, elect hy joint ballot 
the number of Senators required; and in this manner all 
vacancies.in the Senate shall be supplied, as soon as may be, 
after such vacancies happen. 
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SECT. 6. The Senators shall be twenty-five yeal's of' age Qu.lificntion of 

at the commencement of the term, for which they are elected, ,onators. 

and in all other respects their qualifications shall be the same, 
as those of the Representatives. 

SECT. 7. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all ~ennte to try 

impeachments, and when sitting for that purpose shall be on llnpcachments. 

oath or affirmation, and no person shall be convicted without, 
the concurrence of two thirds of the members present~ Theil' 
judgment, however, shall not extend farther than to removal 
from office, and disqualification to hold or enjoy allY oflice of 
honor, trust or profit under this State. But the party, Part! liabJe to 

whether convicted or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to ~~~Je~\i'::~[lun
indictment, trial, judgment and punishment according to law. 

SECT. 8. The Senate shall choose their President, Secre- To c1lOo.e .: 

tary and other officers. l're,idcDt &c, 

ARTICLE IV.-P ART THIItD, 

LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

SEC'l'. 1. The Legislature shall convene on the first Legi,lature to 

-\-Vednesday of January annually, and shall have full power mcetallnually. 

to make and establish all reasonable laws and regulations for 
the defence and benefit of the people of this State, not repug-
nant to this Constitution, nor to that of the United States, 

SECT. 2. EveJ'y bill or resolution, having' the force of GO~'ernOl'toslgll 
law, to which the concurrence of both Houses may be neces- th'll' acts. 

sary, except on a question of acljournment, which shall have 
passed both Houses, shall be presented to the Governor, and 
if IJe approve, he shall sign it; if not, he shall return it with 
his objections to the House, in which it shall have originated, 
which shall e11teJ'. the ?bjections at large on it~ .ioul'l~als, and Ifh~di,ar[lrov. 
proceed to reconsIder It, If, after such recOl1SlderatlOn, two h?:~~~e~::~~s 
thirds of that House shall agree to pass it, it shall be sent, 
tog'ether with the objections, to the other House, by which it 
shall be reconsidered, and, if approved by two thirds of that 
House, it shall have the same effect, as if it had been signed 
by the Governor: but in all such cases, the votes of both 
Houses shall be taken by yeas and nays, and the names of the 
persons, voting for and against the bill or resolution, shall be 
entered on the journals of both Houses respectively. If the 
bill or resolution shall not be returned by the Goveruor ,\0 .return the 
I 'h' fi d (5 d d) fi ' h 11 1 b bdl In five doy •• Wit 111 ve ays un ays excepte a tel' It s a lave een 
presented to him, it shall have .the same force and efrect, as if 
he had signed it, unless the Legislature by their acljournment 
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prevent its return, in which case it shall have sllch force and 
eilect, unless returned within three days after their lIext meet
ing, 

¥=ach hO~1<C 10 SECT, 3, Each House shall be tlle j ullge of the elections 
Jude'c 01 dec" l'fi' f ' I ,. 1 II iiOl;~ &c.; ma- and qua 11catlOm; 0 Its own members, alll a 1ll<l;)Ol'lty s 1a 
Jonl)" a quon,," constitutc a quorum to do business i hut a smaller number 

may acljourn ii'om day to d,LY, and may compel the attendance 
oC absent members, in such manner and uncler such pcnalties 
as each Honse shall provide. 

nTa)' pun;']1 ami SECT, 4. Each House may determine the rules of i1s 
expel merubels l' '1 ' l' f' I' 1 I b I' ] s.c. proceec mgs, PUl1lS 1 ItS mClIJ JCrs or (ISOn er y e mVlOr, ann, 

I with the concurrence of two thirds, expel a memlJer, hut not a 
second time Cor the same canse, 

To keep a jour- SECT, 5, Each House shall keep a journal, and from time 
ual, to time publish its proceedings, except such parts as in their 
Yeas and nays. judgmeut may require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the 

members of either ,House of any question, shall, <1t the desire 
of one fifth oftllose pn~sent, be entered on the joul'llals. 

SECT, 6. Each House, during its sessioll, may punish by 
JUay punish fol' b f' j' contempt. imprisonment any person, not a mem el', or (lsl'espectli.ll or 

Gompensation. 

disorderly behavior in its presence, for obstructing any of its 
proceedings, threatening, assaulting or abusing allY of its 
members 1'01' any thing said, done or doing in either House: 
Pl'ov·ided, that, no imprisonment shall extend beyond the period 
of the same session. 

SECT. 7. The Senators and Representatives shall receive 
such compensation, as shall be established by law; but no 
law increasing their compensation shall take etfect during the 
existence of the Legislature, which enacted it. The expellses 

TraYclling ex- of the members of the House 'of Representatives in travelling 
llenses, to the Legislature, and returning therefrom, once in each 

session and no more, shall be paid by the State out of the 
public Treasury to every member, who shall seasonably 
attend, in the judgment of the House, and does not depart 
therefrom without leave. 

nTembm ex- SECT, 8. 'I'he Senators and Representatives shall, in all 
:;;eed from ar- cases except treason, felony or breach of the pefJ.ce, be prIvileged 

from arrest during their attendance at, g'oing to, and retlU'ning 
from each session of the Legislature, and no member shall be 

Fl'eedom of de- liable to answer for any thing spoken in debate in either 
bate. Fl' 1 I 1 , ouse, m any court or pace e sewnere. 
Eitller hon,e SECT, 9. Bills, orders 01' resolutions, may originate in 
;::U:;,Origillate either House, and may be altered, amended or rejected ill the 

other; but all bills for raising a revenue shall originate in 
Exceptions- the House of Representatives, but the Senate may pl'opose 
money bills, amendments as ill other cases: Provided, that they shall not, 

uncleI' color of amendment, introduce any new matter, which 
,£1o('sl1ot relate to raising a revenue, 
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SECT. 10. No Senator or Representative shall, during the nrembel's not to 

term for which he shall have been elected, be appointed to ~~l.t".l~o~:fit~~.to 
any civil office of profit uncler this state, which shall have 
been created, or the emoluments of which increased during 

, such term, except such of1ices as may be filled by elections by 
the people: Provided. That this prohibition shall not extend Pl'Oviso. 

to the members of the first Leg>islature. 
SECT. 11. No member of Congress, nor person holding Pel'30nS disqual-

ffi d I · IJ . d S (ffi 1) ified to be mem-any 0 ce Ull er tIe Illte tates, post 0 eel'S exceptec bel's. 

nor office of pl'ofit under this State, Justices of the Peace, 
Notaries Public, Coroners and ofticers of the militia excepted, 
shall have a seat in either House during his being such mem
ber of CongTess, or his continuing in such office. 

SECT. 12. Neither House shall, dming the sessio11, with- AdjoUl·~ment'. 
out the consent of the other, adjourn for more than two days, 
1101' to any other place than that in which the Houses shall be 
sitting. 

ARTICLE V.-P ART FmsT. 

EXECUTIVE POWER. 

SECT. 1. The supreme executive power of this State' shall GOVel'llOr, 

he vested in a Governor. 
SECT. 2. 'rhe Governor shall be elected by the qualified Elected fOi' on. 

electors, and shall hold his office one year from the first yeul'. 

'Wednesday of January in each year. 
SECT. 3. The meetings for election of Governor shall be fileetingsJol'tbe 

. . choice of Gov-
notIfied, held and regulated, and votes shall be recelVed, ernol' regulatea. 

sorted, connted, declared and recorded, in the same manner as 
those for Senators and Representatives. They shall be sealed ~~:;:dt~oh~;~~e_ 
and retnrned into the Secretary's office in the same manner tury o[State's of

and at the same time, as those for Senators. And the Secre~ lice. 

tll.ry of State for the time being shall, on the first Wednesday 
of January, then next, lay the lists before the Senate and 
Honse of Representatives to be by them examined, and, ill 
case of a choice by a majority of all the votes returned, they 
shall declare and publish the same. But, if no person shall If t!wl'ebe .n? 

I .. f J II f R . I II chOIce DI'OV",Q" lave a majority 0 votes, t Ie onse 0 ~epresentatlVes S lU ,in ,"d; ·case. 

by ballot, from the persons having the lour highest numbers 
of votes on the lists, if so many there be, elect two persons, 
and make return of their names to the Senate, of whom the 
C1~nate shall, by ballot, elect one, who shall be declared the 

vernor. 
3ECT. 4. The Governor shall, at the COll1lllenr.emellt O['g~~~~~~;.ions of 

his term, be not lesg than thirty years of age; a natural 
1'11 citizen of the United Statps, have been fiyp years, 01' ii'om 

C 
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the adoption of this Constitution, a resident of the State ~ 
and at the time ofllis election and during' the term, for which 
he is elected, be a resident of said State. 

')ll,qunlilica. SECT. 5. No person holding any office or place un del' 
rions. the United States, this State, 01' any other power, shall exer

cise the office of Governor. 
SECT. 6. The Goveruor shall, at stated times, receive for Compensation. 

his services a compensation, which shall not be increased or 
diminished during his continuance in office. 

Commnnder in SECT. 7. He shaJl be commander in chief of the army 
l.~~ef of the 11ll- and navy of the State, and of the militia, except when called 
lla. into the actual-service of the United States; but he shall not 

Not to march march nor convey any of the citizens out of the State withont 
thesMllitla out their consent, or that of the Legislature, unless it shall become 
tho tate. • d h I r. necessary, 111 or er t9 marc or transport t lem lrom one part 

of the State to another for the defence thereof. 
With the advice SECT. 8. He shall nominate, and, with the advice and 
~~I~ol~~ci~~~ consent of the Council, appoint all judicial officers, the Attol'
"..... ney General, the Sheriffs, Coroners, Hegisters of Probate, and 

Notaries Public; and he shall also nominate, and with the 
advice and consent of the Council, appoint all other civil and 
military officers, whose appointment is Bot by this Constitu
tion, or shall not by law be otherwise provided for; and 
every snch '110111inatioll shall be made seven days, at least, 
prior to such appointment. _ 

~'ocomIl!unicate SECT. 9. He shall'frol11 time to time give the Legislature 
mformatlOll to • " • f h d' . f 1 S 1 
the legislature. IlllOl'matlOn 0 t e con ItlOn 0 t Ie tate, ane recommend to 

their consideration such measures, as he may judge expedient. 
)l[ayr~qllire in· SEC'.r. 10. He may require information from any military 
formatIOn of any '" "'. . 
officer. officer, or any officer 111 the executive department, upon any 

suqject relating to the duties of their respective offices. 
To have the SECT. 11. He shall have power, with the advice anclcon-
power of par-
dOlling. sent of the Council, to remit, after conviction, all forieitures 

and penalties, and to grant reprieves -and pardons, except ill 
cases of impeachment. _ 

To .ee th.t the SECT. 12. He shall take care that the laws he faithfully 
:J~. are ennct· executed. 
'1'0 convene the SECT. 13. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
legislntw'e on 1 L . I 1 . f d' b I 
extraordinary tIe eg'ls ature; ane 111 case 0 Isagreement etween tie 
oc~asions and. two Houses with respect to the time of adiournment adJ' ourn adjourn them ill ~ , 

cnseofdisagree. them to such time as he shaH think proper not bevond the 
mont. '. .' oJ 

day of the next annual meeting ; and If, Sll1ce the last adjourn-
ment, the place where the Legislature were next to convene 
shall have become dangerous from an enemy or contag'iol1s 
sickness, may direct the session to be held at some other COll
venient place within the State. 
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SECT. 14. ""Vhenever the office oC Governor shall becomeVnc411ey how 

b .1 I " I fi IX! I' supplied,· vacant y ueat 1, reSIgnatIOn, remova rom 0 Hce 01' ot lerWlse, 
the Pl'esiuent of the Senate shall exercise the oftice of Gov-
ernor until another Governor shall be duly qualified; and in 
case of the death, resigllation, removal ii'om office or other 
disquali1ication of the President of the Senate, so exercising-
the oi11ce of Governor, the Speaker of the flouse of Represent-
atives shall exerelse the office, until a President of the Senate 
shall have been cilosen; and when the office of Governor, 
President of the Senate, and Speaker of the House shall 
become vacant, in the recess of the Senate, the person, acting' 
as Secretary of State for the time being, shall by proclama-
tion convene the Senate, that a President may be chosen to 
exercise the olike of Governor. And whenever either the 
Pi'esident of the Senate, or Speaker of the House shall so 
exercise said office, he shall receive only the compensation or 
Governor, but his duties as President or Speaker shall be 
suspended; and the Senate or House, shall fill the vacancy, 
I;I.ntil his duties as Governor shall cease. 

ARTICLE V.-P An'l' SECOND. 

COUNCIL. 

SECT. 1. There shall be a Coullcil, to consist of seven ~~~~f~O!~R~Oll' 
persons, citizens of'the United States, and residents of this 
State, to advise the Governor in the executive part of govel'l1-
ment, whom the Gove1'l1or shall have full power, at his discre-
tion, to a.ssemble; and he, with the Counsellors, 01' a m~ority 
of them-;inay from time to time, hold and' keep a Council, 

, for orderirig and directing the ali'airs. of State according to 
law. 

SECT. 2. The Coansellors shall be chosen, annnally, on Counsellors how 

f J " b II f I S chosen. the first 'Vednesday 0 anuary, by Jomt a ot 0 tIe ena-
tors and Representatives in Convention; and vacancies, ' 
which shall afterwards happen, shall be filled in the ::lame 
manner; but not more than one Counsellor shall be elected 
from any district, prescribed for the election of Senators; and 
they shall be privileged from arrest in the same manner, as 
Senators and Repl'esentatives. 

SECT. 3. The resolutions and advice of Council shall be Journal t? be, 
. . l' d bib . keptoftheupro· recorded 111 a regIster, ane slgne y t]e mem ers agree1l1g ceediDli" 

thereto, which may be called for by either I-louse of the 
Legislature; and any Counsellor may enter his dissent to 
the resolutioll of the majority. 
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Pel'sonsdi'quni- SECT. 4. No member of Congress, or of the Legislature 
ified to be Ooun- f I' S I II' ffi 1 I sellol's. 0 t us tate, nor any person 10 (mg any 0 ce une er tIe 

United States, (post officers excepted) nor any civil officers 
under this State, (Justices of the Peace and Notaries Public 
excepted) shall be Counsellors. And no Counsellor shall b~ 

Not to be ap- appointed to any office during the time, for which he shan 
~~~!~d to any have been elected. 

Secretary how 
chosen. 

ARTICLE V.-PART THIRD. 

SECRETARY. 

SECT. 1. The Secretary of State shall be chosen annually, 
at the first session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the 
Senators and Representatives in Convention. 

To keep the l'e- SECT. 2. The records of the State shall be kept in the 
cords of the ft' fl' . 
State. 0 ICe 0 t Ie Secretary, who may appoint Ius deputIes, for 

whose conduct he shall be accountable. 
To attend the SECT. 3. He shall attend the Governor and Council, 
(fOyernOl' Rnd S I I~l f R .. b l' 
Oouncil, enate ane ::louse 0 epresentatlVes, III person or y us 

deputies, as they shall respectively require. 
ft:!d 1'~~0:J3ep of SECT. 4. He shall carefully keep and preserve the records 
the government. of all the official acts and proceedings of the Governor and 

Council, Senate and House of Representatives, and, when 
l'equired, lay the same before either branch of the Legisla
ture, and perform such othel' duties as are enjoined by this 
Constitution, 01' shall be required by law. ' 

ARTICLE V.-P AR'l' FOURTH. 

TREASURER. 

Treasu~er how SECT. 1. The Treasurer shall be chosen annually, at the 
cho,en ; ineligi- fi· t . f I L 'I b" b 11 f tl S hie fOl'lllOl'e thnn IS SeSSlOn 0 t 1e. egis ature, y JOInt a ot 0 Ie enators, 
~;:sk~:I'SillSUC- and Representatives in Convention, but shall not be eligible 

more than five years successively. 
To give bond. SECT. 2. The 'l'reasurer shall, before entering on the 

duties of his office, give bond to the State with sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the Legislature, for the faithful discharg'e of 
his trllst. . 

Not to engage SECT, 3. 'I'he Treasurer shall not, durillg' his continu
in busin£'.'is of 
trade, kc. ance in ofiice, eng;age in any business of trade or commerce, 

Ol' as a broker, nor as. an ag'ent or factor for any merchant 01' 

trader. 
No money to he SECT. 4·, No money shall be dl'awn from the Treasury, 
drawn hut by 1 . • 
WUl'fallt,&C. Jut by warrant from the GOVE'l'I101' and CounCil, and HI conse-
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quence of appropriations, made by law; and a regular 
statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all 
public money, shall be published at the commencement of the 
annual session of the Legislature. ' 

ARTICLE VI. 

JUDICIAL POWER. 

xxi 

SECT. 1. The Judicial power of this state shall be vested Supreme Rnu 
in a Supreme Judicial Court, and such other courts as the 0IherOoU1'15, 

Legislature shall fi'om time to time establish. 
SECT. 2. The Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court Compensation. 

shall, at stated times, receive a compensation, which shall not 
lJe diminished during their continuance in office, but they 

\ shall receive no other fee 01' reward. 
SECT. 3. They shall be obliged to give their opinion To give ?pinion 

. . f I d I . on questIOns of upon Important questIOns 0 aw, an upon so emn occaSIOns, lawtolhe Gov-

when required by the Governor, Council, Senate or House emor, &e. 

of Representatives. 
SECT. 4. All Judicial officers, except Justices of the Peace, Tenure of Judi. 

shall hold their offices during good behavior, but not beyond cial offices. 

the ag;e of seventy years. 
SECT. 5. Justices of the Peace and Notaries Public, shall Jns!;ees of the 

1 ld I · ffi I' 'f I I b I Peace and Not.-'10 t 1ell' 0 ces (urmg seven years 1 t ley so ong e lave ries. 

themselves well, at the expiration of which term, they may be 
reappointed or others appointed, as the public interest may 
require. 

SECT. 6. The Justices of the ~upreme Judicial Court Justices of Suo 

shall hold no office under the United States, nor any state, nor ti~e,~~tot'~1~c~n~ 
any other office under this state, except that of Justice of the other offic •. 

Peace. 

ARTICLE VII. 

MILITARY. 

SECT. 1. The captains and subalterns of the Militia shall Offieel", by 

be elected by the written votes of the members of their respect- whom elected, 

ive companies. The field officers of regiments by the written 
votes of the captains and subalterns of their respective regi-
ments. The Brigadier Generals in like manner, by the field 
officers of their respective brigades. 

SEC'!'. 2. The Legislature shall, by law, direct the manner Notify eleetol",· 

of notifying the electors, conducting the elections, and maldllg &c, 

the returns to the Governor of the officers elected; and, if the 
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electors shall neglect 01' refuse to make such elections, a11c1' 
being duly notified according to la,Y, the Governor shaH 
appoint suitable persons to fill such offices. 

Adjutant Gener _ SECT. 3. The Majol' Generals shall be elected by the 
~~n~~~ls,rt~.or Senate and House of Representatives, each having a negative 

on the other. The Adjutant General and Quarter-master 
General shall be appointed by the Governor and Douncil; 
but the Adjutant General shall perform the duties of Quarter
master General, until otherwise directed by law. The Major 
Generals and Brigadier Generals, and the commanding officers 
of regiments and battalions shall appoint their l'espective staff 
officers; and all military officers shall be commissioned by the 

Organization of Govenlor. 
thdlilitia. SECT. 4. The Militia, as divided into divisions, brigades, 

regiments, battalions and companies pursuant to the laws now 
in force, shall remain so org'anized, until the same shall be 

Persoll!! who altered by the Legislature. 
may be ex.e~npt- SECT. 5. Persons of the denominations of Quakers and 
ed from I1l1lital'Y. . • . • 
duty. Shakers, J usHces of the Supreme J ndlctal Court and l\IIullsters 

legi,lature to 

of the Gospel may be exempted from military duty, but no 
other person af the age of eighteen and under the age of forty;.. 
five years, excepti.ng officers of the Militia, who have been 
honorably discharged, shall be 'so exempted, unless he shall 
pay an equivalent to be fixed by law. 

\ 

ARTICLE VIII. 

LITERATURE. 

require oftowno A general diffusion of the advantarres of education beinnT to support pulJa C Q 0 

lie ,chools. essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of the 
people; to promote this important object, the Legislature are 
authorised, and it shall be their duty to require, the several 
towns to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for 

Mayendow col- the support and maintenance of public schools; and it shall 
leges, &c. , further be their dllty to encourage and suitably endow, from 

time to time, as the circumstances of the people may author-
Proviso. ise, all academies, colleges and seminaries of learning within 

the State: Provided, That no donation, grant or endowment 
shall at any time be made by the Legislature, to any Literary 
Institution now established, or which may hereafter be estab
lished, unless, at the time of making such endowment, the 
,Legislature of the State shall have the right to grant any 
further powers to, alter, limit or restrain any of the powers 
vested in, any such literary institution, as shall he judged 
l'lecessary to promote the pest interests thereof. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

SECT. 1. Every person elected or appointed to either of Oa~I". ~lld sub. 

the places or offices provided in this Constitution, and every,cnptiOn •. 
person elected, appointed, or commissioned to any Judicial, 
Executive, Military, or other .office under this State, shall, 
l)efore he enter on the discharge of the duties of his place 01' 

office, take and subscribe the following oath 01' affirmation: 
" I, do swear, that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and o[ this State, so long as 
Isha11 continue a citizen thereof. So help me God." 

" I do swear, that I will faithfully discharge, 
to the best of my abilities, the duties incumbent on me as 

according to the Constitution and the laws of the 
State.-So help me God:" Provided, That an affirmation 
in the above forms may be substituted, when the p,erson shall 
be conscienciously scrupulous of taking and subscribing an 
oath. 

The oaths or affirmations shall be taken and subscribed by Befo,.e whom t. 

the Governor and Counsellors before the presiding oliicer of be taken. 

the Senate, in the presence of both Houses of the Legislature, 
and by the Senators and Representatives before the Governor 
and Council, and by the residue of said officers before such 
persons as shall be prescribed by the Legislature; and when-
ever the Governor or any Counsellor shall not be able to 
attend dUl'ing the session of the Legislature to take and 
subscribe said oaths or affirmations, such oaths or affirmations 
may be taken and subscribed in the recess of the Leg'islature 
before any Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court: Provided, 
That the Senators and Representatives, first elected under 
this Constitution, shall take and subscribe such oaths 01' 

affil'mations before the President of the Convention. 
SECT. 2. No person holding the office of Justice of the Persons dL,'!u.I. 

S J 1· . I C f' ~. C A ified to be memo upreme ue lCla ourt, 01' 0 any lllLerlOr onrt, ttorney bersofthe legis. 

General, County Attorney, Treasurer of the State, Adjutant lature. 

General, Judge of Probate, Register of Probate, Reg'ister of 
Deeds, Sheriff's or their deputies, Clerks of the Judicial 
Courts, shall be a member of the Legislature; and any person 
holding either of the foregoing offices, elected to, und accept-
ing a seat in the Congress of the United States, shall thereby 
vacate said office; and no person shall he capable of holding From holding 

or exercising, at the same time, within this State more than ~fii~~, thall one 

one of the offices before mentioned. 
SECT. 3. All Commissions shall be in the name of the Oommi"iollS. 

State, signed by the Governor, attested by the Secretary 01' 

his ileputy, and hav~ the sea.! of the State thereto affixed. 
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Elections on (he SECT. 4. And in case the elections, required by this 
first Wednesday C .. I fi -.:xr 1 I " J 11 b ofJanual')' may onshtutlOn on t Ie rst nee nese ay 01 anuary annua y, y 
~,~o~I~1-~~U[:~~y. the two Houses of the Legislature, shall not be completed on 

that day, the same may be adjourned from day to day, until 
completed, in the following order: the vacancies in the Senate 
shall first be filled; the Governor shall then be elected, if there 
be n(') choice by the people; and afterwards the two Houses 
shall elect the Council. 

Ever civil offi- SECT. 5. Every person holding any civil office under this 
eel' I.aYbbe .re- State, may be removed by impeachment, for misdemeanor in 
moved y Im~ • 
pe"chment 01' oftice ; and every person holdmg any office, may be removed 
adure". bIG . I 1 l' fIe 'I 1 Y i Ie overnor WIt 1 t 1e ae vIce 0 i Ie ounCI, on t 1e 

address of both branches of the Legislature. But before such 
address shall pass either House, the causes of removal shall 
be stated and entered on the journal of the House in which 
it originated, and a copy thereof served on the person in office, 
that he may be admitted to a hearing in his defence. 

Tenure ofollice. SECT. 6. The tenure of all offices, which are not or shall 
not be otherwise provided for, shall be during' the pleasure of 
the Governor and Council. 

ValuaUon. SEc·r. 7. -While the public expences shall be assessed on 
polls and estates, a general valuation shall be taken at least 
once in ten years. 

Real Estate to SECT. 8. All taxes upon real estate, assessed by authori-
he taxed accord- I'ti' St I 11 b t' 1 d d 11 ;ng to its vallie. ty 01 ns ate, s la e appor lOnee an assesse equa y, 

according to the just value thereof. 

ARTICLE X. 

SCHEDULE. 

nreeting of fil'st SECT. 1. 'fhe first Legislature shall meet on the last 
Legislnture. 

vVednesday in May next. The elections Oil the second Monday 
ill September annually shall lIOt commence until the year one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty one, and in the mean time 
the election for Governor, Senators and Representatives shall 

Elections fol' be on the first Monday in April, in the year of our Lord one 
1020. thousand eight hundred and twenW, and at this election, the 

same proceedings shall be had as are required at the elections, 
provided for in this Constitution on the second Monday in 
September annually, and the lists of the votes for the Governor 
and Senators shall be transmitted, by the town and plantation 
clerks respectively, to the Secretary of State pro tf1iL]JOre, 
seventeen days at least before the last -Wednesday in May next, 
and the PI~esident of the Convention shall, in presence of the 
Secretary of State, pro tempore open and examine the attested 
copies of said lists, so retUl'lled for Senatol's, and shall lwve all 
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the powers, and be subject to all the duties, tn ascertaining" 
11Otifying, and summoning the Senators, who appear to be 
elected, as the Governor and council have, and are subject to, 
by this Constitution: Pl'ovided, He shall notify said Senators 
fomteen days at least before the last Wednesday in May, and 
'vacancies shall be ascel'tained and filled in the manner herein 

xxv 

providecl; and the Senators to be 'elected, on the said first ~el1ntol's 31'~6l'> 
1\,1' ,. tlOl1ed, 
.J.uonday of ApI'll, shall be apportioned as follows : 

The County of York shall elect three, 
The County of Cumberland shall elect three. 
The County of Lincoln shall elect three. 
The County of Hancock shall elect two. 
The County of "Vashington shall elect one, 
The County of Kennebec shall elect three. 
The County of Oxford shall elect two. . 
'The County of Somerset shall elect two. 
The County of Penobscot shall elect one. 

And the members of the House of Representatives shall be A I 
• • • ll( repI'est!nttll< 

'elected, ascertamed, and returned m the same manner as herem tlve •• 

provided at elections on the second Monday of September, and 
the first House of Representatives shall consist of the following 
number, to be elected as follows: 

COUNTY OF YORK. York. 
The towns of York and Wells may each elect two represent~ 

atives; and each of the remaining towns may elect one. 

COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND. Oumbel'lnndl 
. The town of Portland may elect three representatives; 
:N orth-Y armcuth, two; Brunswick, two; Gorham, two; Free-
port and Pownal, two; Raymond and Otisfield, one;, Bridgton, 
Baldwin and Harrison, one; Poland and Danville, one; and 
each remaining town one. 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN. Lincdlo. 

'The towns of Georgetown and Phipsbnrg, may elect one 
representative; Lewiston and "Vales, one; St. George, Cushing 
and Friendship, one; Hope and Appleton Ridge, oIle; 
Jefierson, Plltnam and Patricktown plantation, one; Alna and 
Whitfield, one; Montville, Palermo, .and Montville plantation, 
one; Woolwich and Dresden, one; and each l'elllaining 
town one. . 

COUNTY OF HANCOCK HaQCoc~, 

The town of Bucksport may elect one representative; Deel' . 
Island, olle; Castine and Brooksville, one; Orland and 
Penohscot, one; Mount Desert and Eden) o11e i Vinalhaven 
and Isleborough, one,; Sedgwi<;~~ ¥l)d 13hwbil1, Ol]e; GQu)ds~ 

D' - , 
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Wa,binglon. 

Kenn.b •• ; 

Oxford 

Somerset. 

Penobscot. 
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borongh, Sullivan and plantations No. 8 and 9 north or 
Sullivan, one; Surry, Ellsworth, Trenton and plantation of 
Mariaville, one; Lincolnville, Searsmont and Belmont,one; 
Belfast and Northport, one; Prospect and Swanville, one; 
FrankfOl't and Monroe, one; Knox, Brooks, Jackson and 
Thorndike, one. 

COUNTY OF WASHINGTON. 
The towns of Steuben, Cherryfield and Harrington, may 

elect one rcprescntative; Addison, Columbia and Jonesuo
rough, one; Machias, one; Lubec, Dennysville, Plantations 
No.9, No. 10, No. 11, No. 12, one; Eastport, one·; Perry, 
Robinston, Calais, Plantations No.3, No.6, No.7, No. IS, 
and No. 16, one. 

COUNTY OF KENNEBEC. 
The towns ofBelgl'ade and Dearbol'll may elect one repre

sentative; Chesterville, Vienna and Rome, one; Wayne and 
Fayette, one; Temple and 'Wilton, one; 'Winslow and China, 
one; Fairfax and Freedom, one; Unity, Joy and 25 mile 
pond plantation, one; Harlem and Malta, one; and each 
remaining town one. 

COUNTY OF OXFORD. 
The towns of Dixfield, Mexico, VV dd and Plantations Nos. 

I and 4, may elect one representative; Jay and Hartford, 
Olle; Livermore, one; Rumford, East Andover and Planta
tions Nos. 7 and 8, one; Turner, one; 'W oodstock, Paris 
and Greenwood, one; Hebron and Norway, one; Gilead, 
Bethel, Newry, Albany and Howard's gore, one, Porter, 
Hiram and Brownfield, one; Waterford, Sweden and Lovell, 
one; Denmark, Fl'yeburg and Fryeburg addition, one; 
Buckfield and Sumner, one. 

COUNTY OF SOMERSET. 
The to\vn of Fairfield Inay elect one representative; N 01'

ridgwock and Bloomfield, one; Starks und Mercer, one; 
Industry, Strong and New-Vineyard, one; Avon, Phillips, 
Freeman and Kingfield, one; Anson, New-Portland, Embden, 
and Plantation No.1, one; Canaan, Warsaw, Palmyra, St. 
Albans and Corinna, one; Madison, Solon, Bing'ham, 
Moscow and N orthhill, one; Cornville, Athens, Harmony, 
Ripley, and Wal'l'enstown, one. 

COUNTY OF PENOBSCOT. 
The towns of Hampden and Newburg may elect one rep1'e~ 

sentative; Orrington, Brewer, ulldEddingtoll ancl Plantations 
adjacent on the east side of Penobscot river, one; Bangor, 
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Orono anel Snnkhaze Plantation, one; Dixmont, Newport, 
Carmel, Hermon, Stetson, and Plantation No.4, in the 6th 

l'ange, one; Levant, Corinth, Exeter, New-Charlestown, 
Blakesburg, Plantation No.1 in 3ell'nnge, nnel Plantation 
No.1 in 4th range, one; Dexter, Garland, Guilforu, Sanger
ville, and Plantation No.3, in 6th range, one; Atkinson, 
Sebec, Foxcroft, Brownville, Williamsburg, Plantation No. 
I, in 7th range, and Plantation No.3, in 7th range, one. 

xxyij 

And the Secretary of State pro tempore shall have the same ~owers and du-, 

d b b· I I" l' I tICS of Secretary ,powel's, an e S11 lJect to tIC same (ntles, 111 re atIOn to t le ofStatcprotelll, 

votes f6r Gtrvel'llor, as the Secretary of State has, and is suqject ~!~:~I~tiontoth~ 
to, by this Constitution: anel the election of Governor shall, 
on the said last 'Wednesday in May, be determined and 
declared, i.n the same manner, as othcr clections of Goverl1Ol' 
are by this Constitution; and in case of vacancy in said oiIice, 
the Presielent of the Senate, anel Speaker, of the House of 
Representatives, shall exercise the office as hercin otherwisp-
provided, and the Counsellors, Secrctary and 'rreasurer, shall 
also be elected on sa;d day, and have the same powers, and be 
suqject to the same duties, as is providcd ill this Constitution; 
and in case of the death 01' other disqualification of thc 
President of this Convention, OJ.' of the Secretary of State pro 
tempore, before the election and qualification of the GOVC1'l10l' 
01' Secretary of State under this Constitution, the persolls to 
be designated by this Convention at their session in J annary 
next, shall have all the powers and perform all the dutics, 
which the President of this Convention, 01' the Secretary 111'0 

tempore, to be by them appointed, shall have and perforlll. 
SECT. 2. The period for which the Governor, Senators DIll'.Iion of the 

and Representatives, Counsellors, Secrctary and Treasnrer, fin! J.e.bJ.tur~ 

first elected or appointed, are to serve in their respective offices 
and places, shall commence on the last "'iVednesclay in May, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eig'ht hundred and twenty, 
and continue, until the first Weclnesday of J auuary, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty two. 

SECT. 3. All laws now in force in this state, and. not Laws no,~' in 

1· C .. h 11 . db' ti force conllnuo l'epug'nant to t IlS onstltutIOn, s a I'emam, an e 111 orce, uutill'epe.Jed, 

until altered or repealed by the Legislature, 01' shall expire by 
their own limitation. , 

SECT. 4. The Legislature whenever two thirds of both Con,!itution . ' _U~~ 

houses shall deem It necessary, may propose amendments to amended, 

this Constitution; and when, any amendment shall be so agreed 
upon, a resolution shall be passed and sent to the select\nen of 
the several towns, and the assessors of the several plantations, 
empowering and directing them to notify the inhabitants of 
their l'especti ve towns and plantations, in the manner prescribed 
by law, at their next annual meetings in the month of Sep-
tember, to give in their votes on the question, whether such 
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amendment shall be made; and if it s1Jall appeal' that a 
majority of the i~lhabitants voting on the question are in favor 
of such amendment, it shall become a part of this Constitution. 

Person~ in office SECT. 5. All officers provided fo\' in the sixth section of 
~~!~I;~~i~:~i~es. an act of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, passed on the 
. nineteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand 

eight hundred and nineteen, entitled" An act relating to the 
Separation of the District of Maine from Massachusetts Proper, 
and forming' the same into a separ'lte and IndeJlendent State," 
shall continue in office as therein provided; and the following 
provisions of said act shall be a part of this Constitution, 
subject however to be modified or annulled as thel'ein is 

~ prescribed, and not otherwise, to wit : 

Purt ora bw of "SECT. 1. Whereas it has been represented to this Legislature, that 
~:~d~1~1~~1~tt~sr a majority of the pcople onhe District ofNI~in~ are.desi~·ol\:~ of establishing 
the constitution. a separate and Independent Government wlthm saul DIstnct: 'l'herefore, 

" Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rcpl'cscniaNves in Genera.~ 
Court asselllbled, and by the mtthority of the same, That the consent of 
this Commonwealth he,- and the same is herehy given, that the District of 
Maine may bB formed and ereetecl into a separate and Independent State, 
if the people of the said District shall in the manner, and by the majority 
hereinafter mentioned, expres5 their eonsent and agreementthereto, upon 
the following terms ancl conditions: And, providcd the Congress of the 
United States shall give its conscnt thcreto, before the fourth day 0 f 
March next: which terms and conditions are as follows, viz. 

"First. All the 1<l11(ls and buildings belonging to the Commol1lvealth, 
within Massachusetts Proper, shall continne to belong to said Common
wealth, and all the lands helonging to the Com111ol1wealth, within the
District of Maine, shall belong, the one half thereof to the said COlllmon
wealth, and the other halfthercof, to the Statt' to be formed within the 
said District, to be divided as is hereinafter mentioned; and the lands 
within tbe said District, which shall belong to the said Commonwealth, 
shall be free from taxation, while the title to the said lands remains in the 
Commonwealth; and the rights of the Commonwealth to their lands, 
within said District, ,md the remedies for the recovery thereof, shall 
continue the same, within the proposed State, and in the Courts thereof, 
as they now are within the said Commonwealth, and in the Courts thereof; 
for wliich purposes, and for the maintenallce ofits rights, and recovery of 
its lands, the said Commonwealth shall be entitled to all other propel' and 
legal remedies, and may appeal' in the COl1l'ts of the proposed State and 
in the Courts of the United States, holden therein; and all rights of action 
for, 01' entry into lands, and of actions upon bonds, for the breach of the 
performance of the condition of settling duties, so called, which have 
accrued, or may accrue, shall remain in this Commonwealth, to be enforccd, 
commuted, released, or otherwise disposed of, in such manner as this 
Commonwealth may hereafter, determine: Provided howevel', That, 
whatever this Commonwealth lIlay hereafter receive or obtain on account 
thereof if any thing, shall, after deducting all reasonable charges relating 
thereto, be (livided, one third part thereof to the new State, and two third 
pnrts thereof to this COlllmonwealth. _ 

"Second. All the arms which have hecn received by this Common
wealth from the United States, under the law of Congress, entitled, "An 
act mal\ing provision for armillg lind equipping the whole hody of militia 
of the Unite(l States, passed April the twenty-third, one thousand eight 
hUl!llred :nd c.i(;;ht, shall, 0.5 soon ~s the SOlid District shall become a' sep-
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arate State, be divided between the two States, in proportion to the 
returns of the militia, according to which, the said arms have been re
ceived from the United States, as aforesaid. 

"Third. All money, stock, or other proceeds, hereafter derived from 
the United States, on account of the claim of this Commonwealth, for 
disbursements made, and expenses incurred, for the defence of the State, 
during the late war with Great Britain, shall be received by this Com
monwealth, and when received, shall be divided between the two States, 
in the proportion of two thirds to this Commonwealth, and one third to 
the new State. 

"Fowtk. All other pr0perty, of every description, belonging to the 
COlllmonwealth shall be holden and receivable by the same, as a fund 
and secmity, for all debts, annuities, and Indian subsidies, or claims due 
by said Commonwealth; and withilltwo years after the said District shall 
have become a separate State, the Commissioners to be appointed, as 
hereinafter provided, if the said States cannot otherwise agree, shall 
assign ajust portion of the productive property, so held by said Common
wealth as an equivalent and indemnification to said Commonwealth, for 
all such debts, annuities, or Indian sl.lbsidies or claims, which may then 
remain due, or unsatisfied: and all the surplus of the said property, so 
holden, as aforesaid, shall be divided between the said Commonwealth 
and the said District of Maine, in the proportion of two thirds to the said 
Commonwealth, and one third to the said District-and if, in the judg
ment of the said Commissioners, the whole of said property, so held, as a 
fund and secl\l'ity, shall not be sufficient indemnification for the purpose, 
the said District shall be liable for and shall pay to said Commonwealth, 
one third of the deficiency. 

-" Fifth. The new State shall, as soon as the necessary arrangements 
can be made for that pUl'pose, assume and perform all the duties and 
obligations of this Commonwealth, towards the Indians within said 
District of Maine, whether the same arise from treaties, or otherwise; 
and for this purpose shall obtain the assent of said Indians, and their 
release to this Commonwealth of cl;tims and stipulations arising under 
the treaty at present ex:isting between the said Commonwealth and said 
Indians; and as an indemnification to such new State, therefor, this 
Commonwealth, when such arrangements shall be completed, and the 
said duties and obligations' assumed, shall pay to said new State, the 
value of thirty thousand dollars, in manner following, viz.: The said 
Commissioners shall set offby metes and bonnds, so much of any part of 
the land, within the said District, falling to this Commonwealth, in the 
division of the pLlblic lands, hereinafter provided for, as in their estima
tion shall be of the value of thirty thousand dollars; and this Common
wealth shall, thereupon, assign the same to the said new State, or in lieu 
thereof, may pay the sum of thirty thousand dollars'at its election; which 
election ofthe said Commonwealth, shall be made within one year from 
the time that notice of the doings of the Commissioners, on this subject, 
shall be made .known to the Governor and Council; and if not made 
within that time, the election shall be with the new State. 

,. Sixth. Commissioners, with the powers and for the purposes men.
tioned in this act, shall be appointed in manner following: The Execu
tive authority of each State shall appoint two; and the four so appointed, 
or the major part 'of them, shall appoint two more; hut if they cannot 
agree ~n the appointment, the Executive of each State shall appoint one 
in addition; not however, in that case, to be a citizen of its own State. 
And any vacancy happening with respect to the Commissioners, shall be 
supplied in the manner provided for their original appointment; and, in 
addition to the powers herein before given to said Commissioners, they 
shall have full power and authority to divide all the public lands within 
the District, between the respective States, in equal shares, or moieties, 
111 severalty; having regard to quantity, situation and ql.lality i they sbaU 



xxx CONSTITUTION OF MAINE. 

determine what lands shall be sUl'veyed aml divided, from time to tim"""r 
the expense of which sUl'veys, and of the Commissioners, shall be. born6) 
equally by the two States. They shall keep fair records of their doings, 
and of the sL\l'veys made by theil' du'ection, copies of which records, au
thenticated by them, shall bo deposited from time to time, in the archives 
of the respective States; transcripts of which, properly certified, may be 
admitted in evidence, in all questions touching the subject to which they 
relate. The Executivll authority of each State may revoke the power of 
either or both its commissioners; having, however; first appointed a sub
stitute, or substitutes, and may fill any vacancy happening with respect to 
its own Commissioners; fom of said Commissioners shall constitute a 
quol'Um, fol' the transaction of business; their decision shall be fin~l, 
upon all subjects within their cognizance. In case said commission shall 
expire, the same not having been completed, and either State shall 
request the renewal or filling up of the same, it shall be renewed or ftlled 
up in the same manner, as is herein provided for filling the same, in the 
first instance, and with the like powers; and if either State shall; after six 
months' notice, ne.glect O!' refuse to appoint its Commissioners, the otl1or 
may fill up the whole commission. 

"Seventh. All grants of land, franchises, imlllunities, corporate or 
other rights, and all contracts for, or grants of land not yet located whicb, 
have been Ot' may be made by the said Commonwealth, before the separa
tion of said District shall take place, and having or to have effect withill 
the said District, shall continue in full lorce, after the said District shall 
become a separate State. But the grant which has been made to the 
President and Trustees of Bowdoin College, out of the tax laid upon the 
Banks, within this Commonwealth, shall be charged upon the ta.." upon 
the Banks within the said District of Maine, and paid according to the 
terms of said grant; and the President and Trustees, and tlte Oversec~s 
of said College, shall have, hold and enjoy their powers and privileges in 
alll'espects ; so that the same shall not be subject to be altered, limited, 
annulled or restrained, except by judicial process, according to the 
principles oflaw ; and in all grants hereafter to be made, by either State, 
of unlocated land within the said District, the same resei'vations shall be 
made fOl' the benefit of Schools, and of the Ministry, as have heretofore 
been usual, in grants made by this Commonwealth. And all lands here
tofore granted by this CommoLUYealth, to any religious, literary, or 
eleemosynary corporation, or society, shall be free from taxation, while 
the same continues to be owned by such corporation, or society. 

"Eighth. No laws shall be passed in the proposed State, with regaI'Cl 
to taxes, actions, or remedies at law, 01' bars, or limitations thereof, 0\' 

otherwise making any distinction between the lands and rights of property 
of proprietors not resident in, or not citizens of said proposed State, and 
the lands and rights of proPel'ty of the citizens of the proposed State, 
resident therein; and the rights and liabilities of all persons, shall, after 
the said separation, continue the same as if the said District was stit! a 
part of this Commonwealth, in all suits pending, or judgments remaining 
unsatisfied on the fifteenth day of March next, where the suits have been 
commenced in Massachusetts Propel', and process has been served within 
the District of Maine ; or commenced in the District of Maine, and process 
has been served in Massachussetts Proper, either by taking bail, making 
attachments, arresting and detaining persons, or otherwise, where execu
tion remains to be done; and in sllch suits, the Courts within Wlassachu
setts Propel', and within the proposed State, shall continue to have the 
same jlll'isdiction as if the said District had still remained a part of the 
Commonwealth. And this Commonwealth shall have the same remedies 
within the proposed State, as it now has, for the collection of all taxes, 
bonds, 01' debts, which may be assessed, due, made, 01' contracted, 
by, to, or with the Commonwealth, on 01' before the &aid fifteenth day of 
March, within the said District of Maino ; and all officers withhlMasslL-
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chuset~ Proper and the District of Maine shall conduct themselves accord~ 
iilgly. ' 

".Nlinth. These terms and conditions, as here set forth, when the said 
District shall become a separate and Independent State, shall, ipBO facto 
be incorporated into, and become and be a part of any Constitution, pro
visional or other, under which the Government of the sflid proposed State, 
shall, at any time hereafter, be administered; subject however, to be 
modified, 01' annulled by the agreement of the Legislature of both the 
,sairl States; but by no other power or body whatsoever." 

xxxi 

SEC. 6. This Constitution shall be enrolled on parchment, OOnstitUtiOlI to 
d . d' IS' ffi db h I fbe enrolled ga eposlte 111 t 1e ecretary S 0 ce, an e t e supreme aw 0 parchment. 

1he State, and printed copies thereof shall be prefixed to the 
books containing' the laws of this State. 

Done in Convention, Octobe1' 29, 1819. 
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C:ornelius Hollantl. 
Benjamin Bradford, 
Thomas Cbase,junior. 
John Grov~l'. 
Josiah Shaw. 
Aaron 'Vilkins. 
Joseph Tobin. 
Caldn Bi-;bee. 
Peter C. Virgin. 
Josiah Heald, 2tl. 
James Steele. 
Aaa Cummings. 
Solomon Leland. 
Syhanus Poor. 
Eliphaz Chapman. 
Luke Reily. 
CyruH Ingalls. 
William Towle. 
Marshal Spring. 
COl'lwlius Perkins. 
Isaac Flint. 
Samuel Ncvf'l'S. 
La Fayelle Perkins. 
Walter p. Carpenter • 
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CanaCln, 
Fai/field, 
NOItRlDGEWOCK, 

Stw!cs, 
Corrrrille, 
Anson, 
Sitrong, 
Avon, 
N ew-VineyaJ'd, 
Harmony, 
Industry, 
Athens, 
ill adi.~on, 
Embdell, 
Palmyra, 
Freeman, 
.JV~'I.{),PuJ'llctnd, 
Solon, 
Bingham, 
Phillips, 
St, Albans, 
I{ il/gjield, 
Corinna, 
Ripley, 
Bloomfield, 
TV (I}'sct'W, 

Hamp,len, 
OrTington, 
BANGOR, 

Orono, 
Dixmont, 
Brewer, 
Eddington, 
Carmel, 
Corinlh, 
Ex,etel', 
Ga1'land, 
New-Charleston, 
Foxcroft, 
Sebec, 
lIerman, 
Levallt, 
Newport, 
Sangerville, 
Dexter, 
Guilford, 
Atkinson, 
Newburgh, 

SOMEHSET. 
"H"pnLworth Tuttle. 
vVilliam I{,'nuall. 
vVilliam Allen, junior. 
James vYuligh. 
Ge(,rgo Bixby. 
James Cullins. 
James l'Ilayhpw. 
SUlTluel ~";llrn~'ueQ 
William iaJ~utt. 
Ro]wl't EV3n~. 
EZl'hid Hitikley. 
I,'aiah Door. 
John Neul. 
Andre w MeFac1tlel1. 
Samuel LHllcey. 
Jonathan 131'Ol>'n. 
Hp.nry Norton. 
Eli~ha Coolidge. 
Obed \\'ilson. 
Joseph Dyel" 
Bf'lJjull1in Fl'pnch. 
JORC'ph Knapp. 
"\Yilliarn Elde!'. 
Jacob Hale. 
EIfazf'r Coburn. 
StevPll~ Kendall. 

PENOBSCOT. 
:;;irneon Stetson. 
John ~Wilkin8. 
Josf'ph Treat. 
Jac/(snn D[nis. 
Samuel 13utman. 
George Leonard. 
Luther Eaton. 
Abel Hnggles. 
Andrew Strong. 
Nathaniel Atkins. 
Amos Gordon. 
Daniel Wilkins. 
Samuel Chamberlain. 
vViJliarn It Lowney. 
vVilliam Putten. 
Moses Hodsdon. 
Benjamin Shaw. 
Benjamin C. Goss. 
Isaac Farrar. 
Joseph KetscYI 
Eleazp,r \V.~ Snow. 
Julm ~Whitney. 

ROBERT C. VOSE, Secretary, 


