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118 CONVICTS. 

~fiee. fordcer- made by them, they shall be allowed by the distiller or 
tt cate an as- . 
say. owner 'of such heads and worms,.fhe sum of one dollar. The 
Certificate to s~id. certificate, with mark and number to be entered in the 
b:tehnteTred Town Clerk's book, for which service the Town Clerk shall 
1'\""1 own -
Clerk. . be allowed ten cents. . 

SEC. 5. Be it furtkerenacted, That all forfeitures and pen­
Penalties. how alties arising by 'viTiue of this Act shall be the one half to 
recovered and ,'. 
appropriated. the poor of the town, where the offence is committed, and 

the other half to him or them, that shall inform and sue for 
the same. And further, that all Assay Masters, ~hosen to 

.. that office, shall make oath as' follows, viz. I, A. B. do sol~ 
1::ili! master 8 emnly. swear that I will, to the best of my skill, prove and 

make trial of all worms and still heads, within the town of 
9. that are used, !?r designed to be made use of, in di~tillingl 
that shall come to'my knowledge, for which there is no cer­
tificatein the Town Clerk's book, and will make a true and 
faithful report thereof to the Town Clerk,for the time being. 
So help me God. 

[Approved March 15, 1821.] 

--00-

CHAPTER XXX: 

An Act relating to the punishment of Convicts. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Re:pre­

:~~~~:m~~t sentatives, in Legislature assembled, That, whenever any ~er­
to be executed son convicted of any crime or offence whatever shall be du-
in county gaol. ' 

ly sentenced therefor to solitary imprisonment and confine-
ment to hard labour by any Court of this State or of the 
United Statl1s, the Court before whom such conviction shall 
be had, may order the sentence to be executed in the com­
mon gaol or hous~ of correction of the County in which the 
offence shall have been committed. And the keeper of such 

Gaoler direct- gaol or house of correction is hereby authorized and requ~. 
ed. ed to execute such sentence of solitary imprisonment, by 

confining the convict in one of the cells of the gaols or house 
of correction, if any such there be, and if there be none, then 
in the most retired and solitary part of the prison or house 

Trea!IDe~t of of correction' and during the tiine of such solitary confine-
COOV1cts III 501-' . 

ment: the co~vict shall be fed on· bread and water only;· un~ 



CONVICTS. IIS 

less other food shall be necessary for the preservation of bis itnry c~nfjnf­

or her life; and no intercourse shall be allowed with such ~ent, 
convict, except for the conveyance of food or other neces-
sary purposes. , 

SEC. 2. Be it ju1-the1· enacted, That the keeper of the gaol Gaoler to furn­

or house of correction, to which such convict shall be com- ish tools, ~c, 

mitted, after the term of solitary imprisonment, shall furnish 
the convict with tools and materials to work with,in any 
suitable manner in which his or her time can be usefully and 
profitably employed, either in the gaol or house of correc-
tion, or within the close yard thereof in the day time; and 
such convict, when set to work in the yard, shall be confined Convicl!s to 'd 

. weilr 8 17 an 
with a log and chain, or in such other manner, as shall pre- c~ain ;;: cer-

vent his or her escape, without unnecessarily·producing tam c"se~, 
bodily pain, or interrupting his or her labour. And it shall 
be the duty of the Sheriff in, each county to oversee the ex- DutyofSherill'. 

ecution-of all such sentences, 'and to make such rules and 
regulations, from time to time, as may best effect the pur-
poses of this Act, and to cause the same to be duly execut-
ed; and all such rules and regulations shall be reported to Rules of ga.ol 

th C f S ' . f h ' h' h' h h 1 to be submit. e ourt 0 eSSlOnS 0 t e county WIt In w IC t e gao or ted to court of 

house of correction is situated, and they may be altered or sessions, 

repealed by said Court, as they shall see fit. And it shall 
be the duty of the keeper of such gaol or house cif correc- _ 
tion, to report to the said Court at every session thereof Gaoler to re· 

within his county, the names and condition of all such con- port. 

victs in the gaol or house of correction, and the manner III 

which they are treated and employed. And if any convict 
during the time for which he or she is sentenced to hard la- ~;~~~:~'70 be 

, bour, shal~ refuse or neglec,t, without any reasonable excuse puni.hed, ' 

therefor to labour as aforesaid, when tools and materials for 
that purpose are furnished, such convict so long as he or 
she shall so refuse, s4all be kept on bread and water, and 
be confined to solitary imprisonment in the manner provid-

-ed in the first section of this Act. 
, SEC. 3. Be it fur/he?' ellactea, That the, keeper of every Gaoler to keep 

, 1 - h" f ' 1 ' h h ' h 11 an account of gao or ouse 0 correctIOn, to w lIC any suc conVIcts s a the proceed. 

be committed, shall cause tei be kept a true account of the oflaboln', 

labour of every such convict, and of the article~ manufactur-
ed or produced by each, and all other proceeds of his or 
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her labour; and als,oof the cost of the materials furnished to' 

A d . tlh each convict, and of all other charges and expenses attend-
n rep or e 

sums to the ing the execution of this Act; and he shall also cause the 
court of 5C!- '. 1 uf: d b h' .0 h d f 
"ions. artlc es man acture y eac convIct or ot er pro uce 0 

his or 'her lab om; to be sold, and like account of the pro­
ceeds of such sales to be kep~; all which accounts, from 
time to time, shall be reported and presented to. said, CoUrt 
in the county, in which' the gaol or house of correction is 
situated; And at-the expiration of the term for which any 

If proceeds of' 0 0 0 • 

labour exceed suchconVlctshall have been sentenced, If It shall appear 
thecostofroa- h h d fh o h 1 b h' b h teIials and ex- t at t e procee SOlS or er a our ave een ·more t an 
penses. sufficient to pay for the cost of the materials, with which he 

or she may have been furnished, and for his or her. mainte­
nance in the gaol or house of correction, and for all other 
charges and expenses incurred ~ keeping such convict con­
fined and employed in manner aforesaid, the residue of such 
proceeds shall' be paid over· to such convict for his or her 

Balance to be 0 h 0 o. fi 
paid the con- own use: PrDV2ded, T at saId Court If It see' t, at any 
viet, time during the confinement of such convict, when it shall 

appear that the proceeds of his or her labour are more than 
sufficient for the purposes aforesaid, may order the residue 

01' to' his fami- of said proceeds or any part thereof to be paid over ~o the 
Iyo use of the family of such convict, if any.he or she have; 

and in such case the balance only of such proceeds,.if any 
~hargeobfcon- remaIn at the time of the discharge of such convict, shall be 
VIets to e 
paid by the paid to him or her in manner aforesaid; And all charges 
State. and expenses incm:red in maintaining such convicts, and' 

keeping them employed, excepting such as may bereim-
, bursed by the proceeds of their labour, shall be paid by 

Courts mayor- the State.; And the accounts of the gaoler or keeper 
del' fuods to be of the house of correction· in that behalf being first settled 
advanced for. 0d 0 h 0 

mnterial". by the Court aforesaI III t e countIes respectively, in which 
the gaol or house of correction is situated, the said Courts 
respectively are . hereby authorized to order such Surl:!S, as 
may, from time to time, be necessary to' enable the gaoler 
or keeper of the. h@use.of correction to provide sueh tools 
and materials as aforesaid to be advanced and paid to him. 
out of the Treasury of the county in which the gaol or house 
of correction may be situated, such gaoler or keeper of the 
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, house: or;ccorrecliorr fd if:ie~iccouiirable;in;,D1anner 'abovemen: 
tionedfor: the:exp~iJditdfebf;the~ same, ffiid'to 'repay, the 
amount: th'"eteof.:: into· the' said cOUnty:ir'easu,ry oiIt:of'the 

,proceeds oftlie'lapour.'bf such, c'orivic'ts;or, out ofthe mcin-' 
ie~' received by-,him m' tha~ behalf from the treasury pf. the 
State. ' .1' ~ ~, .. " 

121 

e~SEc:4 .. :.;Be it !urth'ej':'eliacted,' That if ,any: such' convict Refraclory 

sl1aIi be':Unruly 'or shall:di~i)bey' ;ktiy of the regu" Iatlons:'es~ bcol>vic~sh mdrrJ 
_ • < • .' '. _ e purus e . 

tablished 'as aforesaid, for the government of the co!ivicts, 
iri 'the 'gaol; or~ house' 'oCcorrection, to'wliicli' he or she: is , 
'committed,' it shall be lawful for' the Sheriff Of the countyJp" 
wIlich the gaoVor house' bf CoI'recti6h'may, be; after; due , 
iriqllITy'into Jtli~ Ciicuriistancesof the case,'; to"ordet~ 'such 0' , 

iitiFulyor disorderly 'convid1t6bek'eptinsolitary:nnptis-', -
cniilielit'and to be fed on bread arid water:only; m'the:mi1l1-' 
nei'providedJfuthe, 'first sectiorlof this'Act; for:i fer'in 'fLot' 
exceeding ten days; for:every~~sllch offence;' 'And:-it,:,shalf Oonvicts .IDay 

. . . ' , ,. be furmshed 
Be the" duiyo~ the gaol~~ or- keeJler ·6f: the house of ,cor.' With the bible, 

i;~ciion =fcdurnisli e,re~ysuch ~conVict,wli6 may be'capa.ble_ ~c, . 

and -tvil1ingtoread;with:a: copy ofthe Bible'and,wiih:such: . 
Dlorariil;dreligious tl'aCts/as :m~y·be: suited to 'thek cOlfdi~' , , 
tion when'he can procure the same from anY:,,£ible:Sdd.: And ministers 
_ : ,_ ' •• _ '" '.... "~,,~ <;'" ", >', ",' .may have ne-
ety or from other· welldn;posed persons ; and- also to per~ cess t~ t,heID, 

Ihit' any)'vlinisterof the Gospel, whb"m-ay~be~·disp6se'dto,., 
aid in tile tefoimation of suchcorividsand :.to instruct ihE:)In 
in therr'moral'and l'eligious': d tities, tahave access ·to them' 
when in solitary imprisonment, and at all other times,Lwlien_ 
not employed ii{labOl'Ir"according:to: tlie;I;rovi~ions of this 
Act. 

SEC. 5. *. Be it filrther -~;;acted,-That when any gaol or, '" 5th .eclion 

house of correction sh'ail:li~reafterfb'eerected in any couu-:' ~~:;~~t Mar, 

I ty" suituble'ap'al'tmeJ;lts sh~n be;madeth~rein for .th,e:Hur- , . 
pose ?f soFtary"im12ri~o.~m~entj .atl?y~?s shaILb~ )aidout ~~ol:o h~~~:t­
adjoining thereto, of sufficient dimel1sions for the-employment cells and work 

ofall.'.Sll<;:h c'onvicts, __ ~ind e~closed,with.a fenc~ 'sufficiently yards, 

Wgh all(~ 'strong to prey'eiit ~~cap'es a1.ld a:l1.jlccess to or inter­
cours~'witn such,conviGt~ byany'persons from without th~ 
prison~ .. 4I1<:l it'sli'all be the duty of the. Court of $essions 
in every'county .iI;}wJllch 'there isno~w a gaol or house of 
correCti~~, suitable' for the confinement 'of such convicts 

16 
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122 CQNVICTS. 

forthwith'toorder suth yards to be laid out MId eneiosed as 
afores;l.id,. adjpining,to such>gaol"orhquse of cOlTection. 

Penalty far And Jlny county which shall Jor. the. space of two years 
neglect. after such order, neglect to make ,such yard or fenf;e ac~ 

cording ~o tneprovisionsof this Act,shall forfei ( and pay t~ 
the ,use of the State the sum. of five hundred dollars to be 
recovered on information or indjctmentbefore the ,Supreme 
Judicial Courtwhenshtin~witJrin or,(o.~ any adjoining 
county. , 

*' 6th eeclion SEC. 6.* Be it furtlier eniiciliCl, That whenever it shall 
~!n~2t. Mar. appear to the COJlrt"a:t.to,e timepf passing such sentence as 
When there aforesaid,-that tllerejsnogaql pr house oCcorrection in the 
is lO, suitable county where tl)e .. offence may lIaye beell c01pJD#ted,.strita­
'i;~ w a coun' ble for the confinement"ofsuch convict according tothe pro-

visions of this Act, sueh Court 'may order the sentence to:be 
sentence may executed. in any' neighbouririg count yin which there may -

. be ~xecute~ in be ,a ,gaol or house of correction, suited to that purpose., and 
a nelghbounng , .• ' .' . - .." '. 
county. . every such conVict shaUbe confin~d and .k:ept at :w~rkm. tpe 

, gaol or hOlise.of correctiqn, t<;lwhicb.h!i!shalt1;Jeso cpmmit­
ted in lilremannedn alhespects a.s if. the seI).tepcehJld peel). 
passed in th.e~ounty:in whichtheg~olor ho~seoft::.orret::-
,tion is~it;uated,.: , ., 

Repeal of for. ,SEC. 7. B~ itfurther;enacted, That an 4ct rel~ting totb"e­
iner act.plLlljshmeptoLconvicts, . who • may be sentenq~d to~ s()litarY 

imprisPIlIlleIlt :anitc,op/inement to, hard.la1;Jour, adopted by 
the C()nstituqon'Qf this'.E?tate bean.d the saine is hereby r~~ 
}leaJed.. . 

An Act repealing part of an Act relating to the ptlllishment of Convict... 

SEC. 1. BEii eiuict~d'bjJtHe 'Senate and Hause of Repre­
!d~~0~1~r. sentatives, i~ Legislature;iuisi'm'blea, That the fifth and sixth 
m~r act. sections of an Act, ,~ntitled, ":An Act relating to the punish­

ment of cDnvicts," pa,ssed,on the, twenty-seyepth pay of June 
last, b~, andthe same are, herebyrepealed~ . 

SEC. 2~ Be' i!Jurth,e"/enacted, Thatuhtll'more suitable 
and permanent pro'visionr~spectingprisons can be"inade, 
, '. ~- " .;, . 
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